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CHUONG 1

Ba Ariadne Oliver di v&i nguoi ban & cuing, ba Judith Butler, gidp chuan bj
mot bira tiéc cho c4c tré em trong vung, dién ra vao budi t6i hom ay.

Khung cdnh hoat dong chuan bj lic nay hét strc ron rip. Cac ba cdc cd
hang hai di ra di vao, ngwoi ké ban, nguoi gidp chuyén nhirng chiéc ghé’
nho, bé 1o hoa, va ra't nhiéu qué bi ngd dit vao nhitng chd dwoc dinh sin
mot cach cé chu y.

Hom nay la tiéc Hallowéen cho cac vi khach dd tudi tr mwoi dé€n muwoi
bay.

Tach ra khdi dam ngwoi hdi ha trong phong, ba Oliver ding dya vao
btrc trong trdng, sdm soi nhin trdi bi ng6é khong 16 trén tay.

“L’an gan day nhat to6i nhin thdy bi ngd,” ba ndi, tay khé vudt nhirng so'i
toc mudi tiéu veong trén vang tran cao, “la @ My h'6i ndm ngodi - ca tram
trdi &y. Bay khdp trong nha. Poi t6i chwra tha'y nhiéu bi ngd th& bao gio.
Ma ky thwe,” ba néi thém, vé tram ngam, “toi chaalng phan biét noi dau la bi
ng6 va dau la bi dao. Pay la loai nao nhi?”

“Xin 161, b'0,” ba Butler vdi néi khi vap phai chin ba ban.

Ba Oliver cang nép sat vao twong.

“La 161 ctia t6i,” ba néi. “Tai toi ctt dirng quahn chan, chén 161 moi nguoi



di lai. Nhuwng h6i d6 ho t& chirc cling hoanh trang 14m, bao nhiéu 12 bi ngo,
hay bi dao gi d6. Pi dau ciing thdy, trong ctra hang ctra hiéu, r'oi thi tr nha
ra ngd, khip moi noi, ngwdi ta con thip nén hodc d&n bén trong trdi bi,
hoic budc diy treo ching 1&n. Hét strc vui mat. Nhung dip Ay lai khong
phai trang tri cho tiéc Hallowéen, ma la L& Ta on. T6i thi cir thd’y bi ngd la
lai nghi d&n Hallowéen, tirc 13 cudi thdng 10. L& Ta on mudn hon nhiéu
chr nhi? C6 phai thang 11 khéng? Tam tuan thr ba cta thang 11 gi day?
DAu sao thi, lai n6i, Hallowéen 12 ngay 31 thdng 10 phai khong? DAu tién 1a
Hallowéen, r'oi sau d6 1a gi nhi? L& Céc dealng linh h'on a? Ngay &y & Paris
ngwoi ta d&n nghia trang va dit hoa viéng mo. Ciing khong phai ngay 18
budn tham gi dau. Y 13, ca tré con ciing di viéng nita, va chiing thich thu
1am. PAu tién moi ngwdi phai ra chg’ hoa va mua that nhiéu nhiéu hoa dep.
Chflng hoa & dau trong dep mét bang hoa & Paris ban & cho’ Ay ca.”

Céc ba cac cd hdi ha qua lai, thi thoang lai vAp phai ba Oliver, nhung
chealng ai nghe ba ndi. Ai cling qué ban v&i cong viéc dang lam.

Pa s6 ho la cac ba me, c6 mdt vai ba c6 chwa ch'dong thdo vat; cling c6
nhirng cdu trai mwoi sdu mwoi bay tréo thang hodc ding 1én ghé” d€ treo 46
trang tri, bi ngd hoidic bi dao, hoic treo nhitng qua cAu mau sic sic s& &
ngang £am mat; con cdc ¢d bé mudi mdt mudi 1dm tudi tim tum thanh
nhém cwoi khic khich.

“R6i sau ngay Céac ding va viéhg md &y,” ba Oliver lai ti€p tuc, khé tya
ngwoi xudng tay vin ghé” sofa nhd, “la d&n L& Céc thanh. T6i néi c6 diing
khong nhi?”

Khong ai tra 101 ba. Ba Drake, m6t phu nir trung nién quy phai, ciing la
gia chu tG chirc bira tiéc, cdt ti€ng tuyén bd:

“T6i khong dinh goi day la ti€c Hallowéen gi cd, du ta't nhién, n6 ding la



nhw th&". Toi s€ goi diy la bira tiéc Trén Mwoi Mot TuGi. DE chi do tudi
ngwrdi tham dy, hau hét 12 nhitng ngudi sip hoc hét treomg Elms* va tiép
tuc hoc 1én cic treong khac.”

“Nhung goi th& khong chinh xdc 14m, cé ding khong, Rowena?” cd
Whittaker noéi, tay chinh cgp kinh khong gong trén mili, ra vé khong tan
thanh.

C6 Whittaker vOn la gido vién treong lang, rd't ky tinh vé chuyén ding
sai trong lovi an ti€ng noi.

“Vi ching ta da bai bd ché&” dd trén mwoi mot tudi twr 1au réi ma.”

Ba Oliver dang ng6i tira vao tay gh& voi dirng dy, to vé hoi 16i. “Nay
gio toi chgng gitdp dwore gi cd, toan ng6i day néi chuyén linh tinh vé bi ngo
voi bi dao.” Va cho phép chan minh ngoi nghi mot lic, ba nghi tham,
lwong tm hoi ¢6 chiit bitt rit, nhung lai chang dd cam gide toi 16i d& néi to
suy nghi 'y ra.

“Ti€p theo t6i co thé gitp gi day?” ba hdi, roi chot thdt 1€n: “MaAy qua
tdo nay dep qua di ma't!”

Ai d6 moi bung mét t6 1n dyng tdo vao dit trong phong. Ba Oliver von
ra’t mé tao.

“Tdo dd dep qud,” ba tAm tic khen.

“An khong ngon 1im dau,” ba Rowenda Drake tiép 1&i. “Nhung dworc
céi trong dep mat va hop vdi budi tiec. Chd tdo nay la d& cho bon tré choi
trd diing miéng 14y tdo trong thau nuwéc. Chiing khd mém nén dé cin hon.
Bung td nay vao trong phong doc sich dwoc khdng, Beatrice? Trd cén tdo
ndy lic ndo ciing 1am nwdc ban tung tée khip san, nhung thoi k&, thidm

phong doc sach dang nao cling cii r6i. Oi! Cam on chdu nhé Joyce.”
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Joyce, c6 bé mudi ba tudi ngudi ran réi, hing hdi bung td dyng tdo 1én.
Hai qua bi roi xudng san va lan t&i chan ba Oliver thi ngung lai, nhw the€ ¢6
ai vay diia phép diéu khién chiing vay.

“Ba thich tdo ma, phai khong,” Joyce néi. “Chau c¢6 doc dwoee 1a ba thich
tdo, hodc ¢6 khi chdu nghe trén tivi nguoi ta néi thé cling nén. Ba chinh 1a
ngwoi hay viét truyén trinh tham ding khong a?”

“Dung vay,” ba Oliver dép.

“Ché4c phai moi ba lam gi d6 lién quan d&h may vu 4n mang méi duorc.
Ba dgyng mot vu an mang trong budi tiéc tdi nay va cho moi ngwoi pha dn
di.”

“Khoéng, cdm on chdu,” ba Oliver néi. “Pt 14m roi.”

“La sao a? Sao lai d 18m r6i?”

“O'thi, ta trng lam thé mot Ian, va két qua khong thanh c6ng chiit nao,”
ba Oliver noi.

“Nhung ba da viét ra't nhi€u sach,” Joyce hao hirng, “ba ki€m dworc rat
nhiéu tién nho’ d6 phai khong a?”

“O mot ching myc nao d6,” ba Oliver dap, tdm tri lang thang tr& vé
Inland Revenue.

“Va ba ¢6 mot tham t 1a ngwoi Phidan Lan niva.”

Ba Oliver thtra nhan. M6t cdu bé khac trong c6 vé lanh dam, ba Oliver
dodn hin phai hon mudi mot tudi, n6i v&i vé nghiém nghi: “Sao lai 1a Phan
Lan?”

“Ta cling thwong ty hdi nhw the”,” ba Oliver thanh thyec tra 1oi.
Ba Hargreaves, v’ nguoi danh dan 6ng & nha tho thé hon hén bude vao

phong, tay bé mot x6 nhira 1'n mau xanh 14 ciy.



“C4i nay thi sao,” ba néi, “d€ choi trd cin tdo Ay? C6 vé mau me ruc ror
da’y, toi nghi the".”

C6 Lee, ngwoi ban thudc theo toa bac si, dap: “X06 ma kém thi t6t hon.
Th& mdi kho 1at. Ba dinh dat cai nay & dau day, ba Drake?”

“T6i d4 nghi trd cin tdo nén t& chitc trong phong doc sach. TAm thdm
phong &y cling da cii r'oi, va thé nao cling c¢6 nwde veong vai cho xem.”

“Puworc roi. Vay de ching t6i bung x6 nay theo ludn. Rowena, diy thém
mot gid tdo ntra nay.”

“PEtoi giip,” ba Oliver xang xai.

Ba nhit hai qud tdo dwdi chin 1én. Gin nhr quén bdng mat minh dang
lam gi, ba dwa mot qua 1&én miéng cin va bit dAu nhai rau rdu. Ba Drake
dwa tay git lai qua tdo th hai va dat tr& vao gid. Ca phong day 1én ti€ng
noi chuyén 0n ao.

“Vang, nhwng gior bi€t tim ddu ra hoa mom s6i?”

“Ba phai c6 hoa mém s6i dit trong phong doc sach chir, dd’y chic 1a
phong t61 nh&'t nha roi.”

“Khong, ching ta phai dat hoa trong phong an.”

“Ta phai phu céi gi 1én ban truedc da.”

“Ban da boc mot 1op vai len tuyét dai, roi lai phd mot tim cao su Ién
nwa.”

“Thé€ con cac tam guong? Chuing ta s€ nhin dwgc cdc 6ng chdng trong
dé chw?”

Len 1én c&i gidy va van khé nhai miéng tdo trong miéng, ba Oliver lai
tha nguwoi trd xudng chi€c sofa nhd va cham chi quan sat can phong day

nguwrdi qua lai. Liic nay ba bt dau ding d4u 6¢ nit tic gid chia minh d€ suy



nghi: “Gio thi, n€u minh dinh viét mdt cudn sach vé tat cd nhirng nguoi
nay, minh nén viét gi nhi? Ho déu la nhirng ngwoi ti t&, minh nghi 1a vay,
nhwng ai ma bi€t dworc?”

Mot mat, ba cam tha’y that thd vi khi khong bi€t gi vé ho. Ta't ca déu
sdng & Woodleigh Common, vai ngwoi ba cé biét doéi chit qua 1o k€ chia
Judith. C6 Johnson - hinh nhw c6 lién quan nha tho, nhung khong phai 1a
em géi ciia muc sw. A khong, c¢b &y 12 em ngwdi ddnh dan dng méi phai,
ding r'6i. Rowena Drake, hinh nhw chuyén chi dao cac hoat dong chung
trong viing Woodleigh Common nay. Va ca ngwoi phu nir dang thé hon hén
sau khi bung cdi x6 nhya ldc nay, mét cdi x6 xau dé€n phat gém. Ban than
ba Oliver von chéng bao gio wa noi @6 nhyra. R'6i bon tré con va cac ¢6 ciu
tudi choai.

Pén by gio ta't ca chi mdi 1a nhirtng céi tén trong dau ba Oliver. Co bé
Nan nay, Beatrice nay, Cathie, Diana nay va Joyce, mdt co6 bé khoac lac va
hay hdi lung tung. Minh khong thich c6 bé Joyce nay 1dm, ba Oliver thAm
nghi. C6 bé kia t€n la Ann, trong cao rdo va ké cd. R'6i hai ciu thi€u nién,
hinh nhw thich the cac ki€u téc khac la, chi ¢6 diéu két qua khong dwore t6t
dep 1am.

Mot cau bé ngudi nhd nhin rut ré budc vao phong.

“Me bdo chau dem nhirng tdm gwong nay dén xem cé dung dwoc
khong,” cau ndi, giong nhu hut hoi.

Ba Drake do6n 18y cac tdAm gwong: “Cam on chau nhiéu nhé, Eddy.”

“Chi 1a gwong cam tay binh thwong théi ma,” ¢6 gdi tén Ann 1én ti€ng.
“C6 that bon chau s€ nhin tha’y mat chong twong lai trong d6 khong?”

“Co6 dira sé thay, c6 dira khong,” Judith Butler dap, vé bi hi€m.

“Ba da bao gio tha'y mit ch'dng minh khi d&€n mdt bira tiéc chwa a - y



chdu l1a nhirng btra tiéc nhw thé nay nay?”

“Tat nhién la chwa r61,” Joyce dap thay.

“Co 1€ ba &y da thd’y r'6i,” Beatrice 1én giong ké ca. “Céi d6 nguoi ta goi
la gidc quan thir sdu,” cd bé ndi thém, giong hai long vi minh thong thao
nhirng tw ngt hop thoi.

“Chau da doc truyén cua ba,” Ann néi v&i ba Oliver, “The Dying
Goldfish. Cudn d6 hay day a.” c¢6 bé lich sy tdn dwong.

“Chau lai khong thich cudn d6,” Joyce 1€n ti€ng. “Khong di méau me.
Chau thich nhirng vy an d6 médu that nhiéu ay.”

“Thé& thi hoi ban,” ba Oliver néi, “chau khong thay vay sao?”

“Nhung ra't ly ky,” Joyce dap.

“Cung khong hin,” ba Oliver néi.

“Chau da chirng ki€n mot vu an mang da’y,” Joyce la 1én.

“Purng ¢ an néi ham h'd vay chir, Joyce,” ¢6 gido Whittaker 1én ti€ng.

“Chau c6 thay that ma,” Joyce khgng dinh.

“That th& sao?” Cathie hdi, mit mé to nhin Joyce cham cham, “4n mang
that ludn 8y a?”

“Tat nhién la c6 bé chwa thd’y r'6i,” ba Drake xen vao. “Pwng ndi linh
tinh nwra, Joyce.”

“Chau c6 thdy mot vu gi€t ngwoi that ma,” Joyce khang khang. “Chau
c6 thdy. Chdu thay that.”

M6t ciu trai mwoi bay tudi dirng chénh vénh trén céi thang gan d6 nhin
xudng, vé thich thd.

“An mang ki€u gi?” ciu hoi.

“T¢ chang tin,” Beatrice ndi.



“Ta’t nhién l1a khong r'6i,” me ctia Cathie 1€n ti€ng. “Con bé chi dang bia
chuyén tho6i.”

“Chau khong bja. Chau da nhin thdy that.”

“Thé tai sao cau khong bao canh sat?” Cathie héi van.

“Bd&i vi lic &y t& khong bi€t d6 1a mot vu gi€t ngwoi. Phai mai vEé sau
nay t& m&i bt dau hi€u d6 1a giét nguwdi. Cach ddy khodng mot hai thang
khi nghe mét ngwoi néi chuyén, to méi nhén ra: Oi ding roi, d6 1la mot vu
giét nguwoi.”

“Cac cau thdy chwa,” Ann ca't giong, “n6 dang bia chuyén ma. That vo
1y hét strc.”

“Chuyén xay ra lic nao vay?” Beatrice to mo.

“MAaYy nam trede r'0i,” Joyce dap. “H6i d6 t& con nhd,” ¢6 bé ndi thém.

“Ai gi€t ai thé”?” Beatrice hoi.

“T¢ ching néi ra & day dau,” Joyce néi. “Moi ngudi s& chét khiép cho
ma xem.”

C6 Lee bwng vao mot cai x6 khac. Cudc néi chuyén chuyén sang chu dé
s0 sanh xem x0 k&m hay x6 nhwa hop v&i trd cén tdo hon. Nhitng ngudi
tinh nguyén kéo sang phong doc sidch d€ xem xét ngay tai chd. Mot so
thanh vién trong nhém thanh nién, ¢6 th€ goi nhw vy, hang hai ching to
minh ding vé wu nhwoc diém cia ting x0 bing cach choi thit tro choi. Céc
mai dau bit dau bj wdt, nwde veong vii khip noi, moi nguwdi lai chuyén
khan cho nhau d€ lau san. Cu6i cung, quyét dinh dwgc dwa ra la ding x0
k&m. X6 nhya tuy c6 mi ngoai mau meé nhung lai dé 1at.

Ba Oliver @it mot to tdo 1dn xudng ban, chd tdo nay von d€ danh cho

ngay mai, va mot [an ntra ba lai ty nhén mdt qua an.



“Chdu c6 doc trén bdo 12 ba rat thich #n tdo,” giong bit qua tang cia
Ann, hay Susan gi d6, ba Oliver khong chéc 1am.

“P6 la tat xau khoé chira cua ta,” ba dép lai.

“Né&u d6 1a tro cdn dwa gang thi s& vui hon nhiéu,” mdt cdu bé phan ddi.
“Chung rd't mong nwdc. Clr thir nghi choi xong né be bét thé nao,” ciu ta
thich thi twdng twong, méit nhin xudng tham.

Ba Oliver thdy ¢6 chiit toi 16i khi bi hai tdi tham lam gitta chd dong
ngwoi, 1ién roi di. Ba nghi tdi phong vé sinh, ciing kha dé tim. Khi di 1én
cau thang va ré & chi€u nghi, ba va phai hai dia tré, mdt trai va mot gai,
dang quan quyt 18y nhau, lung ép chat vao canh ctra can phong ma ba
Oliver dang rat can vao. Doi tré khong hé de tdm dén ba, mai mé& hon va
Om ap nhau. Ba Oliver thAm nghi, khong bi€t ching bao nhiéu tuoi. Cau
con trai tAm khodng mudi 18m tudi, con cd bé chic chi chirng mudi hai, du
nhin nguc cd bé cé thé doan phai day thi roi.

Cin nha Veon Téo nay kha rong rai. Theo ba cdm nhén, n6 c6 khong it
goc khua't va yén tinh, khéng hi€u sao... C6 nhirtng con nguwoi that ich ky,
ba Oliver bit ddu cdu. Chang hé nghi cho ngudi khdc. Cum ti¥ trt danh d6
lai vong vé tir qué khit, viing ving trong dau ba. Tt bé dén 1én, da c6 bao
nhiéu ngwdi thay nhau néi véi ba ciu d6, tw co gilt tré, bdo mau, nit gia sw,
ba ctia ba, hai ngwoi ba ho hang, me ctia ba, va vai nguoi khac.

“Cam phién hai chdu,” ba Oliver néi 1on, giong ranh rot.

Anh chang va co nang tham chi cang 6m ghi hon, d61 m6i ép chat vao
nhau.

“Phién hai chdu,” ba Oliver nhic lai, “phién hai chau cho ta di qua mot
chit dwgrc khdong? Ta mudn vao cua.”

Doi tré mién cudng tdch nhau ra, nhin ba v&i anh mét hét sitc ba't binh.



Ba Oliver bude qua, dong sip canh ctra va kéo chdt lai.

Cénh ctra ndy von khép khong chit, nén ti&€ng néi tr bén ngoai van cé
the vang dén tai ba.

“Sao khong t& nhj chit ndo vay?” ti€ng nguoi ndi vong vao, giong van
con chua vé han. “Ho nhin la phai bi€t chiing ta khong mudn bi lam phién
chi.”

“C6 nhirng nguwoi that ich ky,” giong nir lanh lanh chen vao. “Chi biét
nghi d&n ban than, ching d&'y gi dén ai khéc.”

“That chang hé suy nghi cho ngwoi khac,” ciu trai néi.



CHUONG 2

Chuan bj tiéc cho tré em thwong ma't nhiéu cdng strc va phién phirc hon la
t0 chirc mot hoat dong gidi tri nao d6 cho nhirtng nguwoi tredng thanh. Véi
ngwoi 1on, chi ¢an thire dn vira dd ngon kém chit @6 udng cé ¢6n phu hop
la ¢c6 mot bira tiéc. Chi phi c6 th€ cao horn mot chit, nhwng s€ it phién phirc
hon rd't nhi€u. Ariadne Oliver va nguoi ban Judith Butler cing dong tinh
voi nhau & di€m nay.

“Thé con tiéc cho dam tré mdi 1on?” Judith néi.

“Tudi d6 thi t6i lai khong ranh,” ba Oliver dap.

“O’ mirc d6 nao d6, toi nghi tiéc cho ddm tré mdi Ién lai it phién phirc
nhat,” ba Judith néi. “Thwong tui ndé s€ dudi hét ngwoi 1on ching ta ra
ngoai. Va khang khang doi ty lam ta't tan tat.”

“Nhwng tui n6 c6 t lam dwgrc khong?”

“Chéc chén 12 khong r'oi, theo ngwdi 1on ching ta ma néi,” Judith ddp.
“Thé nao ching cling s€ quén cai nay cai kia, va dat mua mot ddng nhirng
tht ching ai thém. Sau khi dd t9ng khit ngwdi 16m di, ching s& lai kéu ca
ngwoi 1on 1€ ra nén chuan bi trede cho ching. Ching sé lam do bé' ca dong
ly chén, va nhiéu thi khéc, réoi theé ndo ciing s& c¢6 mot dira ching ai wa

xud't hién, hodc ai d6 ri mot dira ban chang ai wa dé€n. Ba cling bi€t may



chuyén nhw vay ro6i ddy. Thém ma’y thir thuéc phién ky cuc va - tui né goi
la gi nhi? - can sa hay 14 gai tim hay ma@y cha't gy ao gidc L.S.D gi do, vay
ma h'6i dau toi cir twdng ¥ tui ndé dm chi tién; héa ra khong phai.”

“Chéc 1a ddt tién 18m,” ba Oliver dodn.

“Cam giac ra't kho chiu, ma 14 gai mui ra't ghé.”

“Loai nao nghe ciing thd’y &'n qua,” ba Oliver ndi.

“Du sao thi tiéc tdi nay s€ dau ra d6 thoi. Cur tin vao tay nghé cua
Rowena Drake. Ba A%y t& chitc thi mién ché. Ba s& thay.”

“T6i khong hirng thi tham gia tiéc ting 1m,” ba Oliver thé dai.

“Ba 1én TAu nam nghi chirng mdt tiéng di. R6i xem, ba s& thich bira tiéc
khi quay lai ddy. T6i woc gia ma Miranda khong bi cdm - khong di dwoc
con bé budn 18m, that tdi nghi€p con t61.”

Bira tiéc bt dau lic bdy gio’ rudi. Ariadne Oliver phai thira nhan 13 ba
ban ctia minh da néi ding. Khach khira dén ra't ding gio. Moi thir dién ra
tuyét vori ngoai mong doi. Tiéc dwoe 1€n k& hoach chu ddo, td chirc t6t va
dién ra nhip nhang nhw ¢ mdy dong h'o vay. Pén mau xanh dé dwoc gidng
doc cau thang, trang hoang ciing v6 s qua bi dd. Cac cd bé, cau bé hdo hirc
dén dy tiéc, cam theo nhirng chi€c can choi trang tri cau ky d€ tham dy mot
cudc thi. Sau man chao hoi, Rowena Drake cong bd chwong trinh cu thé
cua buoi to1i.

“Truwde tién s€ 1a phan chdm di€m cho cudc thi trang tri can chdi,” ba
ndi, “co ba gidi, nha't, nhi va ba. Sau d6 la dén tro choi cit banh bot, dién ra
& bén nha kinh nhd. R6i tiép d&n 1a cudc thi ding miéng gip tdo - trén
twong phia ding kia c6 treo mot t& danh sach chia doi cho tro choi nay. Cir
mdi Tan deén tit 12 cdc chau phai d5i ban choi. Sau dé cdc cd gdi s& dén

phong doc sdch nhd ding kia, s& c6 ngwdi phat gwong cho cic chau. R6i sé



vao phan an tiéc, choii tro R'ong tap* va trao giai.”

Gidng nhw moi bira tiéc, ban dau moi thir hoii 16n x0n. Moi nguoi chdm
di€m trang tri can choi tredre tién. That ra ching déu 1a nhirng chi€c choi
gia thu nhd, va phin trang tri thue sy chwra dat d&n mirc xuat sic. “Nho the
ma chdm di€m lai dé,” ba Drake ding mot bén néi v&i ban. “Va vy cling
do, vi trong ddm nay ludn c6 nhitng dira bé tdi bi€t qud rd, d&n mirc chic
chén tui n6 s& ching bao gio théng ndi gidi thwdng gi trén doi ndy, nén toi
s€ du di, chdm di€m an gian mdt chit ¢ day.”

“Vay chealng trung thyc gi ca, Rowena a.”

“Pau ¢6. To6i chi sip x&p d&€ moi thit cong bang va mdi ngudi déu cb
phéan nhw nhau thoi. N61 cho cung ai ma chaamg mudn thing cdi gi d6.”

“Cudc thi cit bot 1a nhw thé' nao?” Ariadne Oliver hoi.

“A phai r'éi, hoi trede ching toi t& chirc ba khéng ¢6 mit & ddy. The
nay, ba do bdt vao mot chi€c ly, nén that chét trong ly, sau doé tp cuc bot da
dong khuon do ra khay va dit mot dong xu sau Ién trén. R'6i mdi ngwoi s&
Tan lwot cit doc tirng 14t bot, phai cit that khéo d€ khong 1am sup ddng bot
va do sut dong xu xudng. Ctr ai lam d6 dong xu thi bi loai. Gidng nhw da'u
loai vay. Nguwoi tru lai d€n cudi tdt nhién sé dwore sau xu d6. Gio thi, chiing
ta di thoi.”

Va thé 1a ca hai ra khdi phong. Ti€ng ho hét ndo ddng tir phong doc sach
vong ra, trd can tdo dang vao lic gay cin, nhitng dira tré r&i khoi cude choi
voi ddu téc wot nhep, ngwoi cling sting nwdc.

Mot trong nhirng gidy phit dwege cdc ¢6 gdi mong dgi nhat trong bura
tiéc 1a khi ba phu thiay Hallowéen bwdc vao. Vai phu thuy dé do ba
Goodbody, ngwoi phu ntr 1am nghé lau don trong ving, dam nhan, vé

twéng mao ba Goodbody khong chi c6 chiéc miii khodm gan cham méi cuc
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ky hop vai, ma con c¢6 khd nang gia giong thi thao ghé ron va bi an ra't dang
n€. Ba ta tham chi con c6 th€ ty phdng tac nhirtng ciu tho than chd van
nhau d¢& t€.

“Gio thi, di v&i ta nao, Beatrice, con 1a Beatrice ding khong? A, mot céi
tén that thd vi. Gio’ con mudn bi€t chdng twong lai trong nhw thé nao. Day,
ng'6i xuéng di, cwng. Phai, phai, dwdi dnh dén & day. Ng6i xudng va cam
chiéc gwong nhd nay, chi mdt chit nira thoi khi dén tit, con sé tha’y chong
minh hién ra. Con sé& thdy anh ta qua vai, ddng sau. Gi® gi gwong cho
chic nha. Abracadabra, s& 13 ai day? Guwong mit cia nguoi tdi sé& 13Yy.
Beatrice, Beatrice, con sé thdy, gwong mat ciua ngwoi s€ lam tim tri con
nga't ngay.”

MOt tia sdng ba't ngd chi€u vut qua cin phong ti chd chiéc thang gap
d3t sau mot birc man. Anh sdng lot ding vio noi Beatrice ng'di, phan chié¢u
qua chi€c gwong ma c6 bé dang h'6i hop cam trén tay.

“Qi!” Beatrice kéu 1én. “Chéu thay anh &y roi. Chdu di thay anh aYy!
Chéu tha’y anh 8y trong gwong ctua chau!”

Tia sdng vut tit, dén sdng tré lai vd mot birc dnh mau ddn 1én trén mot 14
bai lo Iteng bay tw trdn nha roi xud'ng. Beatrice thich thd nhay nhoét.

“La anh 8y day! La anh &y da’y! Chdu da nhin thdy anh &y,” c6 bé reo
1én. “Oi, anh Ay ¢c6 moOt bo rAu mau hoe cyc ky duyén.”

C6 bé nhao dén khoe v&i ngwoi dirng gan minh nha't khi &y 1a ba Oliver.

“Chau nhin thQy roi, chau nhin thdy roi. Ba c6 thdy anh &y that tuyét
voi khong? Anh &y giong ca si Edddie Presweight. Ba ¢6 nghi thé” khong?”

Pung 1a ba Oliver thdy ciu ta gidng may gwong mat ba da phat ngan
trén bao buodi sang. B rau, ba tham nghi, 1a mdt cach héa trang thém hét

strc sang tao.



“(¥ du ra ta't ca nhirng thi nay vay?” ba hoi.

“0O, Rowena nho Nicky 1am d6. Va thém Desmond ban cdu &Yy gitip mot
tay ntra. Cau ta phai lam bao nhiéu t&m anh md&i dwoc. Cau ta cing voi
may ngudi ban ty héa trang, ddi téc tai, hodc gin riu quai nén hoic rau
chom du ki€u. R'6i sau d6 chi€u deén Ién ciu ta, ta't nhién la tro nay lam cho
cac cO nang me tit.”

“T6i phai ndi 1a,” ba Ariadne Oliver ngan ngam, “cac c0 gai tré ngay nay
that ngd’c nghéch hét sic.”

“Vay ra ba khong thdy trede gior cdc cd gdi van ludn ngdc nghéch sao?”
Rowena Drake hdi.

Ba Oliver ngdm nghi mot h'6i, roi thira nhan: “Cé 1€ ba néi ding.”

“Gio thi,” ba Drake ho 1on: “Dén ldc nhap tiéc r'6i.”

Bira dn dién ra vui vé, v&i banh ngot phit kem day, banh min, tom, phd
mai va cac loai ddu. Bon tré “trén mwoi mot tudi” nhao vao dn ngiu
nghién.

“Va bay gio’,” Rowena cat loi, “dén phéan cudi cung cta budi tdi. Tro
R6ng tap. Phia ding kia, qua cdc ban thitc dn. Ping roi d6. Gio thi. Cong
bd' cac giai thwong truede.”

Céc gidi thwdng dwoc xwdng 1én, va roi bong ¢ mdt ti€ng hét the thé
vang lén. L tré ila qua hanh lang tré lai phong an.

Thirc an da dwoec don di sach s€. Chiéc ban dai gio trai doc mot dai len
mau xanh 14, va trén d6 1a mot chiéc dia 1on dung nho khd dang chay bap
bung. L tré reo ‘Am 1€n thich thd, nhao dé€n boc nhirng hat nho khd néng
rrc, miéng khong ngwng xuyt xoa: “Ui da, t& bong r'6i! Tro nay vui nhi?”

T tir, ddm nho kho chdy 14p 1oe r'oi tit lui. Pén sdng. Tiéc tan.



“HOm nay thanh c6ng my man,” Rowena h'd hdi.

“Phai thanh c6ng chir, ba da bd bié€t bao nhiéu cong sirc ma.”

“Thich qud,” Judith khé reo 1€n. “That 1a tuyét!”

“Gio thi,” ba nay xiu giong, “ching ta s€ phai don dep chiit dinh day.
Minh khong th€ nao bd mac moi thir t&i sang mai cho ma’y ba gidp viéc toi

nghi€p dworc.”



CHUONG 3

Dién thoai reo 1én trong mot can hd & London. Chi nha, Hercule Poirot cwra
minh trong chi€c ghé& banh. NOi thidt vong chot 4p dén. Ch:%lng can nghe
dién thoai 6ng cling bié€t tredc ndi dung 1a gi. Hom nay d6ng dinh danh budi
t0i ng'di tdn giu cling dong ban Solly, khoi lai cudc tranh cai khong h'oi két
gitra hai nguoi vé thd pham thyc sy trong vu giét ngwdi & nha tim hoi
cong cong phd” Canning. Nhung gio chic chin 6ng ta dang goi d€ bdo 1a
khong t&i dwoc. Poirot dd bd cong thu thap trede kha khd bang chitng d&
chirng minh cho gia thuyét c¢6 phan xa voi ciia minh, nén 6ng khong tranh
khdi cam gidc that vong tran tré. L'an nay ong khong ky vong Solly s€
d'dng tinh v&i nhitng gid dinh clia minh, nhuwng dng doan chéc 1a khi dén
lwgt Solly dwa ra nhirng y twdng vien vong cua Ong ta, thi Hercule Poirot
nay s& c6 thé dé dang 1at d& chiing bang sang sudt, logic, nguyén tic va
phwong phéap. That bec minh n€u Solly khong dé€n dwgrc hdm nay, do 1a noi
nhe di r'6i. Nhung ddng la khi hai ngwoi gdp nhau h'di sang, Solly da ho
khi khu va ¢ triéu chitng chdy nwéc mili dé truyén nhiém.

“Ong %y bj cam niing,” Hercule Poirot IAm bam, “va chic chin du & day
c6 sin bao nhiéu thir thudc thi 6ng Ay ciling da 1ay bénh sang cho minh roi.

Ong 4y khong d&n thi hon. Tout de méme,” dng néi thém, kém mot tiéng




thé dai, “vay c6 nghia t&i nay s& 12 mot budi t&i chan ngat.”

Dao niy cdc budi tdi thwong chdn ngét, Hercule Poirot nghi. Tri tué siéu
viét cia dng (diéu nay Poirot khong hé hoai nghi) can chit kich thich hoat
dong tr bén ngoai. PAu 6c dng chwra bao gio’ chju tinh ldng d€ nghién ngdm
theo ki€u cua cac tri€t gia. Poi khi Poirot cling c6 chiit ti€c nudi vi ngay
xwa da khong theo con dwong nghién ctru than hoc ma lai tham gia vao luc
lwong canh sat. C6 bao nhi€u thién than cé the€ khi€u vi trén mdi kim;*
Poirot twéng twong néu c¢é mot van dé hét sitc quan trong va sin sang
tranh ludn ndy Itra v&i ban ¢dng mdn chéc sé thi vi 14m.

George, gia nhan cta dng, bwdc vao phong.

“La ngai Solomon Levy goi dén, thwa ngai.”

“A phai,” Hercule Poirot dap.

“Ngai Yy rat ti€c khong theé ghé qua tdi nay nhw da hen. Ngai 4y dang
phai ndm nghi do bj cdm ciim kh4 ning.”

“Ong &y khéng cim ki€c gi dau,” Hercule Poirot néi. “Ong ta chi cam
lanh thoi. Moi ngwoi lic nao cling thich nghi minh bi cdm cdm. Bénh d6
nghe c6 vé nghiém trong hon. Nguwdi bi bénh ciing dé dwoc thwong cam
hon. Con cam lanh s6 miii thi khong dd khi€n beé ban mai long.”

“Vay t01 nay ngai 2y khong sang duoc lai tot, thwa ngai,” George noi.
“Bénh cdm lanh néng dau thwong ra't dé 1ay. L& ngai bi nhiém bénh thi
khong hay chut nao.”

“Pring la s€ cuyc ky kinh khing,” Poirot dong tinh.

bién thoai d6 chudng I4n ntra.

“Gio dén lwot ai bi cdm lanh day?” 6ng hoi. “T6i ¢c6 moi thém ai nira
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dau.
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George dinh qua phong khac nghe dién thoai.

“P& tdi nghe mdy trong nay,” Poirot néi. “Chic ciing chealng c6 gi dic
biét ddu. Nhung khong chirng...” Ong nhin vai “...n6 lai gidp t6i giét thoi
gian. A1 ma biet duoc?”

George dép lai: “Vang, thwa ngai,” va ra khoi phong.

Poirot veeorn tay nha'c 6ng nghe, ti€ng reng inh 6i 14p tirc ngwng bat.

“Hercule Poirot xin nghe,” 6ng trinh trong cdt 1o, ngtr diéu lich thiép
voi ddu day bén kia.

“Oi may qué!” mot giong ni reo 1én, c6 chit hut hoi. “Vay ma toi ci
nghi chic 12 dng di ving, ct lo dng khdng c6 nha.”

“Sao ba lai nghi th&?” Poirot thic mic.

“La vi dao nay t6i c6 cam giac tdi gap chuyén gi cling s€ bi can trd.
Pung luc c6 chuyén cap bach chéng han, ¢an gdp ai d6 ngay lap tirc, khdng
theé’ doi dwgrc ntra, thi th€ nao t6i ciling s€ phai dgi. Toi ¢c6 chuyén tim Ong
g&p - khan cAp 14m r'oi.”

“Xin hoi ba la ai?” Hercule Poirot néi.

Giong ntr dau day bén kia khdng giadu noi ngac nhién, hoi lai:

“Ching I& 6ng khong biét?”

“Co, toi biét chir,” Hercule Poirot dap lai. “Ba la ban clia t6i, Ariadne.”

“Va toi dang gdp mot chuyén cuc ky khung khi€p,” Ariadne tié€p loi.

“C0, c0, toi nghe 1a biét. Ba vwra phai chay hay sao? Ba ¢6 vé hut hoi,
phai khong?”

“Cilng khong hin 12 chay. La do t6i cudng qua ma thdi. Liéu tdi cé the
dén gdp 6ng ngay bay gio’ dworc khong?”

Poirot ngdm nghi vai gidy triede khi trd 1oi. Ban ctia 6ng, ba Oliver c6 vé



dang & trang thai cyc ky kich dong. Dui 1a chuyén gi xdy ra, chic chin ba
ay ciling s& danh mdt Iic 1au d€ i 6i than van, trit hét nhirng thdng kho,
tuyét vong hay bat ctr thir gi dang dé nang trong dau ba &y. Mot khi ba
Oliver da yén vi & phong lam viéc cta Poirot, thi s€ ra't khé dudi khéo ba
Ay vé ma khong phai bat lich sy. Cac dé tai ma ba Oliver hao hirng thi
nhiéu vo k€, va thwong khong ngo t&i, nén phai ra't can trong khi khoi chu
dé ban luan.

“Ba gap chuyén khong vui a?”

“Vang. Tat nhién la t6i gdp chuyén khong vui roi. Téi khong biét phai
lam gi. Toi khong biét. Oi, tdi khong biét gi hét. Gio toi chi nghi dworc 1a
phdi dén k& v&i ong - k&€ cho dng chuyén mé&i xdy ra, vi chic chi c¢6 ong
m&i biét nén 1am gi. Ong s& chi toi nén 1am gi. Vay gio’ téi qua nha dng
dwoc khong?”

“Tat nhién la dwgrc chir, dwore chir. Toi s€ rat vui dwoe don ti€p ba.”

Pau diy bén kia 14p tirc ddp mdy that manh. Poirot 14p tirc goi George
dén, 6ng ngdm nghi mot 14t roi din chuan bi nwde chanh pha barley, chanh
ding va mot ly brandy cho minh.

“Khoang 10 phiit ntra ba Oliver sé t&i,” 6ng noi.

George lui ra, sau d6 quay lai v&i mot ly brandy cho Poirot. Ong dén 18y
va gat dau vé hai long. George ti€p tuc di chuan bi thirc udng gidi rwou,
chic chin 12 danh riéng cho ba Oliver.

Poirot nha’p mdt ngum brandy, nham nhi trong miéng, chuan bj tinh than
cho bio t& sdp ap dén.

“That ti€c,” 6ng 1am badm mot minh, “1a ba A%y lai ¢6 tinh lor dénh. Dau
sao, ba Oliver ciing ¢6 tw duy rat mdi la. Biét ddu minh sé€ thich thd voi

chuyén ba Yy sip k& Nhung biét dau...” Ong ngdm nghi mot chit “...lai



ton ciia minh hét ca budi t61, roi hda ra chi 1a moét chuyén cye ky ngd ngan.
Eh bien, trong doii phai liéu vai phen.”

Ti€ng chudng lai vang 1én. L'an nay la ti€ng chudng ctra. Va khong chi 1a
mot ti€ng chudng bam lich su. Tiéng chudng kéo dai réo rit va gay git, vi
khé4ch chéc chin da gilr chit nit baAm that 1au, cd ging d€ giy ra ti€ng dinh
tai nhirc 6¢ cho dén khi c6 ngwoi mé cira.

“RO roi, ba ay hin dang cudng 14m,” Poirot néi.

Ong nghe tiéng George budc ra mé cia, va trede khi éng quan gia kip
noi vai loi trang trong thi canh cira can phong Poirot dang ngdi da bat mé
va Ariadne Oliver ua vao, theo sau la George, trén tay cam céi gi d6 giong
nhw mii di mwa lwoi ngwoc ciia ngw dan va 4o mua.

“Ba dang mac cdi gi th& kia?” Hercule Poirot thdt 1én. “D¢& George cam
gitp ba. UGt siing r'oi kia.”

“T4at nhién 1a wot roi,” ba Oliver néi. “Bén ngoai dang mwa fam ta. Toi
chwa bao gior d€ y dé€n nuwde ca. Nghi dén thoi cling khié€p roi.”

Poirot nhin ba tdo mo.

“Ba ¢6 mudén dung chit nwdc chanh barley khong, hay t6i ¢6 thé€ moi ba
dung tht mot ly eau de vie.”

“T6i ghét nwoae,” ba Oliver dap.

Poirot khong gidu ndi vé ngac nhién.

“T6i cdm ghét nwde. Toi chuwa tirng nghi d€n né bao gior. VE nhirng
chuyén kinh khiing ma nwdc ¢6 thé€ giy ra, va moi thir.”

“Ban than mén cua t6i,” Hercule Poirot vi vang ndi, trong khi George
nhe nhang don 18y chi€c do mwa, tam gidi thoat ba khach ra khdi nhirng vat

4o siing nworc.



“Pén diy va ngdi xudng nao. Cr d€ George gitp ba lo thir... ba dang
mdc d6 gi vay?”

“Tbi 18y n6 & Cornwall,” ba Oliver ddp. “Ao mwa phi dau, khong tham
nude. Ao chdng thim chinh hiéu cia mot 6ng ngw dan.”

“Ong &y chic chdn 1a mudn gitip ngwdi, tdi khong nghi ngo y ot d6,”
Poirot néi, “nhung toi tha'y hinh nhw cdi thitr ndy khong hop véi ba 18m.
Mac Ién ndng trich. Nhwng thoi, ng'di xuéng day va k€ tdi nghe nao.”

“T6i khong biét néi sao nira,” ba Oliver tra 1o, ngwdi lin hin xudng
chi€c gh€’. “Thinh thoang, t6i lai thd'y né khdng c6 that. Nhwng chuyén do
da xay ra. Thuc sy da xdy ra.”

“No1 to1 nghe xem nao,” Poirot dong vién.

“P¢ cling 1a 1y do t6i 1dn 16i d&€n day. Nhung gior da dén day roi, thi toi
lai khong bi€t phai néi sao, vi chflng biét nén bét dau tir dau.”

“Tw dau?” Poirot goi ¥, “hay nhw vay thi lai tAm thwong qua?”

“T6i khong biét chuyén bét dau tir dau nira co. Khdng biét nita. C6 thé
1a tir 1au 14m roi.”

“Ba cit binh tinh lai,” Poirot néi. “Ti ttr sdp x&p nhitng suy nghi trong
dau roi k€ cho téi nghe. C6 chuyén gi ma ba lai khd s& dén bat an thé&
nay?”

“Néu 12 6ng thi 6ng ciing s& khon dén nhw toi thdi,” ba Oliver dap. “It
nhat 12 t6i nghi vay.” Ba l4p tic stra lai, vé& khong chic chin. “That ra
chealng ai biét chuyén gi mé&i khién dau 6¢ éng bdi 16i. Ong ludn dén nhan
moi thr hét strc binh than.”

“Thé thwong lai 1a cach td't nhat.” Poirot noi.

“Puoc roi,” ba Oliver bat dau. “Ta't ca bat dau tor mot bira ti€c.”



“A phéi,” Poirot néi, 1ong c6 chit nhe nhdm khi ciu chuyén dwoc mé
man mot cich théng thwong va lanh manh 1a mét bura tiéc. “Mot bira tiéc.
Ba di dv tiéc va sau d6 xay ra chuyén?”

“Ong c6 biét mot bura tiéc Hallowéen nhw thé" nao khong?” ba Oliver hoéi
lai.

“T6i biét 1 Hallowéen,” Poirot ddp. “Vao ngay 31 thiang 10 hang nim.”
MAét 4nh 1&n vé hao hitng, 6ng néi ti€p. “C6 cdc phu thiy cudi chdi.”

“Ho cling ¢6 choi trong bira tiéc d6,” ba Oliver thira nhan. “Nguoi ta con
trao gidi cho ching ntra kia.”

“Trao giai sao?”

“Phai, cho ai dem dén ciy choi trang tri dep nhat.”

Poirot chau may nhin ba ban cia minh khé hi€u. M&i ban dau con thay
nhe nhom khi ba nhic d&n mot bira tiéc, gio dng da tha’y c6 gi d6 khdng 6n.
Ba Oliver chic chin khong say, vi Poirot biét 1& ba khong hé cé chiit rweou
nao trong ngwoi, nén Ian nay 6ng tam gac lai gia dinh quen thudc do.

“La mdt btra ti€c cho bon tré,” ba Oliver giai thich. “Hay ndi ddng ra, 1a
tiéc trén mwoi mot tudi.”

“Trén mwoi mot tudi?”

“Thi, d6 1a tr ngwoi ta van ding, ong biét diYy, trong cdc treong hoc.
Ttc 1a ho thwong c6 ky thi chuyén cdp danh cho tré mwoi mot tudi tré 1én
de€ ki€m tra xem dtra tré thong minh dén dau, néu dd thong minh vwot qua
dwore ky thi, thi s€ dwoe vao treong chuyén d€ hoc ti€p 1én. Néu khong thi
dira bé d6 s€ vao treong trung hoc hién dai*. Cai tén nghe that tirc cuoi.
Ma hinh nhw cling chealng cO y nghia gi.”

“Thu thyc 1a t6i khong hiéu ba dang ndi gi,” Poirot néi. C6 vé nhu hai
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nguwrdi da roi xa chd @@ tiéc ting va bit dau buwde vao linh vire gido duc.

Ba Oliver hit mot hoi that siu, va k€ lai twe dAu.

“Moi chuyén bat dau ttr nhitng qua t40.”

“A, han ro6i,” Poirot n6i. “V&i ba thi luon ¢ tdo lién quan, phai khong?”

Trong dau 6ng hién 1&€n canh twong mdt chi€c xe nhd dau trén mot qua
d6i va mo6t phu nir véc dang d6 s6 buwdc xudng, roi mot tii dyng tdo bi
rach, va nhirng qua tdo roii ra, lan tran xudng chan doi.

“Phai roi, nhirng qua tdo,_” giong 6ng khich 1€.

“Trd cén t40,” ba Oliver tiep 1oi. “P6 12 mot trd ngudi ta thudng choi
trong ti€c Hallowéen.”

“A, ding r'6i, hinh nhw t6i c6 nghe qua, phai.”

“Ong thay diYy, ho bay du trd cho bira tiéc, cin tdo, cét cuc bot quanh
dong xu sdu, va con tro nhin qua gwong...”

“P¢ nhin tha’y tinh yéu dich thyc cia doi minh ding khdng?” Poirot to
vé am hi€u.

“A, cudi cing dng da bt dau hiéu bdi canh & d6 r'o6i.”

“Ping la c6 ra't nhiéu tro choi dan gian, va tiéc ctia ba déu to chirc hét.”

“Pung vay, mdt bura ti€c thanh cong my man, va cudi cung la tro R'ong
tap. Ong biét da’y, ddt nho kho trong mot cdi dia 1on. Toi dodn...” giong ba

y : :

Oliver bat dau ngap ngirng “...tdi dodn han d6 ciing 1a lic xong r'o6i.”

“Luc xong cai gi co?”

“Mot vu gi€t nguoi. Sau tro Rong tap bon tré ra vEé,” ba Oliver néi. “D6
ciing la lac ho khong tim thdy c6 bé dau.”

“Khong thdy ai?”

“Mot bé gdi. Tén 1a Joyce. Moi ngudi goi tén né va tim khip noi va hdi



quanh xem liéu c6 bé c6 vé nha cing ai khong, r6i me Joyce bit dau cdu va
n6i chic 1 c6 bé da choi mét hay dau 6m gi d6 va tir y bd vé, va néu vay
thi that 1a vd y khi vé ma khong bdo voi ai mot ti€ng. Pai d€ 1a nhirng loi
ma cic ba me hay néi khi nhirng chuyén nhw vay xdy ra. Nhung du sao di
nwra, ching t6i cling khong tai nao tim thay Joyce.”

“Vay c6 phai la c6 bé ty v€ nha mot minh khong?”

“Khong,” ba Oliver d4p. “C6 bé khong vé nha...” Giong ba bit dau lac
di. “Cu01 cung chung t6i cling tim thdy cd bé... trong phong doc sach.
Chinh 12 noi xdy ra chuyén, ong biét day. Tro cén tdo dién ra & d6. Xo
nwde con d6. Mot cdi x6 ma kém to. Ho da khong chiu dung x6 nhwra. Néu
ho dung x6 nhya thi da khong xdy ra chuyén. Vi x6 nhya thi khong du
nang. Cai x6 c6 the’ lat nghiéng...”

“Pa c6 chuyén gi?” Poirot mat kién nhin xen vao, giong gi'p gap.

“Ho tim thay Joyce & d6,” ba Oliver néi. “Ai d6, ai d6 da dim dau cd bé
vao x6 nwdc ngdp tdo. Dim cho dén khi nd chét ngat. Chét dudi. Chét
dudi. Trong mot cdi x6 nwdc chi ddy ngang miéng ma thoi. Co bé quy gd'i
& d6, dau guc xudng nhwr dang cd cin mot trai tdo. Toi cim ghét tdo,” ba
Oliver két luan. “Tw nay vé sau t6i khdng mudn nhin thdy mdt trdi tdo nao
nwa.”

Poirot nhin ba ban. Ong v&i tay rét ra mét ly reou cognac nhd.

“Ba udng cai nay di,” 6ng noi. “S€ thd'y tot hon.”



CHUONG 4

Ba Oliver dat ly rwgru xu6ng va lau miéng.

“Ong néi ding. Thir ndy - thit ndy c6 tic dung. Khi ndy toi da hoi kich
dong.”

“Ba m&i trdi qua mot cud sdc 1on, t6i hi€u. Chuyén xdy ra khi nao?”

“T61 hom qua.”

“M@i chi tdi hom qua thdi sao?”

“Phai, phai r6i, chic chin th&"”

“Va ba dén tim t6i.”

D6 khong phai 1a mot cau hdi, ma cho thdy Poirot mu6n bi€t thém thong
tin.

“Ba dén tim toi... tai sao vay?”

“T6i nghi 6ng s& gitp dwoc,” ba Oliver ddp. “Ong thay day, chuyén
khong... chuyén khong hé don gian.”

“C6 th€ c¢6 ma ciing ¢6 th€ khong,” Poirot ndi. “Con tuy nhiéu thir. Ba
phai cho t6i biét thém. Toi dodn canh st dd vao cudc. Va chic chin ngudi
ta dd goi bac si t&i. Ong ta néi gi?”

“S€ ¢6 buoi 18y 1o khai,” ba Oliver n6i.



“D1i nhién ro61.”

“Vao ngay mai hay ngay kia gi do.”

“C0 bé Joyce nay bao nhiéu tudi vay?”

“T6i khong biét chinh x4c, nhung chic tAm muwdi hai hodic mudi ba
thoi.”

“Véc dang ¢6 nho so véi tudi?”

“Khong, khong, tdi thady khd trwdng thanh. Puong nét bit dau phong
phao.”

“Tirc 12 co’ th€ phat trién? Y ba 1a theo ki€u bét dau c6 nét quyéh ri?”

“Vang, ding th&. Nhung tdi cam thdy vu nay khong phai dang tdi pham
do6 - y toi 1a n€u thé thi né da don gian hon nhiéu roéi, cé phai khong?”

“PAYy la nhitng tdi 4c ngudi ta bit gdp hang ngay trén bao. Mot ¢ gdi bi
tan cong, mot bé hoc sinh bi hanh hung - phéai, ngay nao ciing c¢6. Riéng vu
an nay lai xay ra trong mot tw dinh, nén né c6 vé khac biét, nhung bi€t dau
hoa ra chéng c6 gi khdc biét hét. Dau sao, téi chira ddm chic 1a ba da k& hét
cho t61 moi chuyén.”

“Chuwa, toi chwa ke hét,” ba Oliver dap. “Toi van chwa néi cho ong biet
1y do, ¥ toi 1a, tai sao to6i dén giap 6ng.”

“Ba biét c6 bé Joyce nay, ba than v&i ¢6 bé sao?”

“To6i khong hé quen biét c6 bé. Thoi d€ toi giai thich ludn voi Ong tai
sao toi lai toi d6.”

“D¢ 1a dau co'?”

“A, phai, viing d6 tén 1a Woodleigh Common.”

“Woodleigh Common,” Poirot nhic lai, vé trAim ngam, r'di bat hdi. “Gan

day c6 not nao...”



“Chd d6 khong xa London 1&m. Chéic chi khodng - &, ba muwoi d&n bon
muoi ddm thoi, téi dng ching nhw vdy. N6 & gan Medchester. Ving d6
gi6ong nhw nhirng khu din cv mdi, thweong ¢6 mot vai ngdi nha xinh xinh
bén canh ra't nhiéu toa nha m&i moc 1én. Goi 1a khu chung cw. Trong viing
cé treong hoc, va da gan cho moi ngwoi ¢ the€ di di vé vE tédi cac trung
tdm nhur London hodc Medchester. Mot mién qué yén binh, ngwoi dan it ai
kha gia, goi la chi ki€m vwra di s6ng.”

“Woodleigh Common,” Poirot nhic lai, nhu c¢& ging nhé gi dé.

“T6i d&n tham nha ngwoi ban & ddy. Ba Judith Butler. Ba &y 1a mét qua
phu. Nam réi tdi ¢ di choi mot chuyén du thuyén téi Hy Lap, gép Judith &
d6 roi than thi€t va tré thanh ban be. Ba &y c¢6 mdt cd con géi, tén la
Miranda, tAm muwoi hai mwoi ba tudi gi d6. Du sao thi, ba 4y da moi t6i
dén tham nha va & lai choi vai hom, r'oi ba &y néi dang cung ban be trong
ving to chirc tiéc cho tui tré con, la tiéc Hallowéen. Judith ru t6i tham gia,
ndi bi€t dau tdi lai cé y twdng hay ho cho hom daYy.”

“A.” Poirot néi, “ba &y khong dé nghj ba ding ra dung trd truy ling
hung tha giét ngwoi dé chir?”

“Qi, that may 1a khong,” ba Oliver ddp. “Ong nghi tdi con mudn lam trd
dé ntra sao?”

“To61 mong la khong.”

“Thé& ma d4n mang van xay ra, khing khiép 1a & chd do,” ba Oliver thing
thot. “Y tdi 13, c6 18 ndo vu giét ngwoi Ay 1a do tdi dd c6 mit & d67”

“Tbi tin chic khong phai the’. It nha't thi... c6 ai & bira tiéc biet ba 1a ai
khong?”

“Cé6,” ba Oliver trd 1. “Mot cau bé trong ddm tré da nhic d&n vai tdc

pham t6i viét va tui tré ¢4 vé thich cic vu 4n mang. T 6 md&i dan dén, o,



tir 46 m&i dan sang mot chuyén khéc, khién to6i phai d&€n day tim ong.”

“Ba van chwa k& cho t0i nghe 1a chuyén gi.”

“Thi, that ra, ban d4u tdi cling khong d€ tam. Ngay lic &Yy thi khong. Y
toi 1a tré con déi khi hay néi nhitng chuyén ky quic. Cé nhirng dira dau 6¢
hoi khong binh thwong. T6i ting gdp vai dira ma theo t6i 1€ ra nén & trong
nha thwong dién, nhung nguoi ta lai cho vé nha va bao chiing né hay séng
cudc song binh thwong di hay dai loai thé’, va thé” 1a ching né dwoe tha ra
ngoai doi va lam nhiteng chuyén ky cuc vay.”

“(Y d6 6 chang trai tré nao khong?”

“C6 hai céu con trai, hay 1a ‘thanh nién’ trén gid’y to’ canh sat lwu triv.
Tam khodng muwoi sdu muwoi tim tubi.”

“T6i doan ¢6 kha nang mot trong hai cau l1a hung tha. C6 phai canh sat
cung nghi thé khong?”

“Ho khong n6i ra ho nght gi dau,” ba Oliver dap, “nhwng nhin mat thi
hinh nhw ho cling cho 1a vay.”

“C0 bé Joyce nay bé ngoai c¢6 hap din khong?”

“Toi khong thay thé&,” ba Oliver néi. “Y clia dng 12 thu hit cdc chang
trai?”

“Khong hin,” Poirot gidi thich. “Y t6i 1a... thi 1a ding theo nghia clia tr
‘hap dan’ &y.”

“To6i khong thdy c6 bé xinh xin 1dm,” ba Oliver nh& lai, “khdng dén
mirc ngwdi khac mudn bét chuyén lam quen. Joyce thudc dang thich khoe
khoang va the hién. T6i nghi tdm sinh 1y bon tré con ¢ dd tudi dé kha la
phién phirc. T6i miéu ta nhu vay nghe that c6 hoi tha't 1€, nhung that 1a...”

“Trong mdt vu 4n mang thi md td nan nhan khong cé chuyén that 1€ hay



khong,” Poirot trdn an. “Chi ¢c6 md ta chinh xdc m&i thyc sy quan trong.
Trong nhiéu vu 4n, tinh céch cta nan nhan chinh 12 nguyén nhan din dén
toi 4c. O thoi di€m d6 bao nhiu ngwdi 6 mit trong ngdi nha?”

“Y 6ng mudn hdi ngudi tham gia t& chirc bira tiec? Xem nao, toi wéc
ching khodng ndm hodc sdu phu ntr tré, vai ba me, mot gido vién trwong
lang, mot ba vo béc si, hay 1a em gai gi d6, to6i khong nh¢é rd, ddi ba phu ni
trung nién da c6 chong, mdt cd bé mwoi lam tudi, hai hay ba bé gai nho
hon, tAm muwdi mot mudi hai - chic 1a chirng d6. Tong cong lai khoang hai
lam ba mwoi ngwoi gi day.”

“C6 ai la nguwoii 1a khong?”

“Toan ngwoi trong ving nén bi€t nhau ca, t6i nghi vay. M6t s6” thadm chi
con than thi€t v&i nhau. Theo tdi thdy thi hinh nhw cdc ¢ bé déu hoc
chung mot treong. Mot s6° ba dem theo ca @6 an thirc udng dén gép cho
bwra ti¢éc nwra. Khi tiéc k&t thic thi hau hét cac ba me d€u ra vé cling con
ctia ho. Téi nén lai v&i Judith va mot s& ngwoi khac d€ gidp gia cha 1a ba
Rowena Drake don dep mdt chit. HOm sau céc chi gidp viéc sé khdong phai
vat 1on v&i mot dong hdn don de€ lai. Ong cling bi€t da’y, toan la bt banh
vrong vai, gid'y gbi banh quy va céc loai rac khiac. Vay nén ching t61 quét
qua mot chit, va don dén phong doc sach cudi cung. Bé chinh Ia khi... 1a
khi ching t6i tim thdy cd bé. Va roi t6i m&i nhé ra nhieng gi c6 bé néi
tredre d6.”

“Ai da n6i cai gi co?”

“Co bé Joyce ay!”

“C6 bé da n6i gi? Pén phan do6 roi phai khong? Ching ta dang néi dén
1y do ba c¢6 mat & day?”

“Vang. To6i nghi n€u khai ra v&i... o, voi bac si hay canh sat hay ai khac



thi chic ho cheamg de tam, nhwng bi€t dau 6ng thdy né c6 y nghia quan
trong nao do.”

“Eh bien,” Poirot néi, “ba k&€ tdi nghe xem nao. C6 phadi trong bira tiéc
Joyce da néi gi d6?7”

“Khong phai trong btra tiéc, ma tredc dé cor, vao budi chiéu lic ching
t6i da sip x&p trang hoang xong xudi. Sau khi moi ngudi ban luan vé cic
clu chuyén an mang t6i viét thi Joyce quay sang néi: ‘Chdu da twng chirng
ki€n mot vu gi€t ngwoi’, roi me cd bé hay ai d6 chen vao: ‘Pwng ndi nang
ngu ngéc, Joyce a’, xong mdt ¢6 gai 1on hon ndi: ‘Ciu chi dang bia
chuyén’, thi Joyce m&i cai lai: ‘Chdau ¢6 ma. Chau da nhin thdy an mang,
chdu thé. Chéu c6 nhin tha'y tin mét ngwdi khdc giét ngudi’, nhung chang
ai chiu tin cd bé. Ho chi cuoi ‘am 1én va Joyce da rat tirc gian.”

“Thé& ba c6 tin loi c6 bé khong?”

“Khong, td't nhién 1a khong roi!”

“T6i hi€u roi,” Poirot 1am bam, “roi, téi hiéu roi.” Va ong im lang mot
ldc, ngén tay go nhip nhip xudng ban. Bong 6ng 1én ti€ng: “Cho t6i hoi, co
bé khong no1 thém chi ti€t nao sao, tén ai do cheatng han?”

“Khong. Co bé lai ti€p tuc ba hoa gi d6 va c6 lic con 1on ti€ng, vé rat
tirc gidn vi bi ban bé cwoi nhao. Con cac ba cidc me thi tdi nghi ho hoan
toan phot 1o Joyce. Nhwng nhirng dira tré khac thi cir thé cwoi nhao né
mai! Tui n6 néi nhikng cau ki€u nhw: ‘N6i ti€p xem, Joyce, chuyén dé la khi
nao? Sao lic &y cau khéng k€ v&i bon t&?’ Va Joyce chi dap: ‘To da quén
ma't, chuyén lau qua roér’.”

“A! C6 bé c6 ndi 1a lau co nao khong?”

““Tlr nhiéu nim trede’,” ¢b bé néi the. Ong biét da’y, nhw ngwdi 16n néi

chuyén v&i nhau vdy. Mot c6 bé da hdi: ‘Vay sao lic d6 cau khong di bao



canh sat?’ La cd bé tén Ann, hay Beatrice gi d6. N6 hoi trich thwong, ra vé
ta day.”

“Aha, vay Joyce da tra loi thé nao?”

“C0 bé noi: ‘Bai vi khi &y t& khong biét d6 1a giét ngwoi’.”

“Mot cau ndi that ky la,” Poirot chot néi, ng 61 thaalng nguoi day.

“T6i nghi chic khi d6 c¢d bé bj cudng,” ba Oliver néi, “dng biét day, vi
phdi c& ging giai thich nhung lai bi tui ban choc gheo d&n phét cdu. Bon tré
ctr hdi 1a sao Joyce khong chiu di bdo canh sat, va cd bé lai néi la: ‘B&i vi
khi d6 t& khong biét d6 1a mot vu giét ngwoi. Phdi mai vé sau t& mdi bdng
dwng hi€u ra nhitng gi minh da ching kién’.”

“Nhung c6 vé chéng ai tin Joyce ca - ngay ca ba cling khong tin - cho
dén khi chirng kién cai chét cua cd bé thi ba mdi chot cam thdy cé the
Joyce da no6i sy that?”

“Phai, chinh la th&” ddy. Va t6i khong bi€t minh can phai lam gi, hay c6
the€’lam dwoc gi. Nhwng roi sau do, toi nhd dén 6ng.”

Poirot coi d6 1a mét loi khen, khé gat dau don nhan voi vé trang trong.
Tram ngam mot h'61, 6ng 1€n tieng:

“T6i ¢c6 mot cau hodi hét sirc quan trong danh cho ba, va xin ba hay suy
nghi tredc khi trd 1oi. Ba ¢6 tin Joyce da thwc sy nhin thd'y mot vu giét
ngwoi khong? Hay ba nghi ¢6 bé chi tin 1a minh nhin thd’y ma th6i?”

“T6i nghi ¢6 bé thwc sy da chirng ki€n,” ba Oliver tra loi. “Ban dau thi
t6i khong cho 12 vay. Tdi chi nghi chic co6 bé nhé mang mang chuyén gi dé
ma né nhin thay, roi ty tedng tweng théu dét thém, bi€n thanh cau chuyén
nghiém trong va kich tinh. Khi &y c6 bé bdng dung néi ra't gay git: ‘T¢ da

tha'y ma, t& the. T da tha'y vu giet ngudi didn ra’.”



N \A °

“Varoi...”

“Va roi toi da dén thealng day de tim ong,” ba Oliver néi, “vi 1y do duy
nha't cho cdi chét ctia Joyce 1a da c6 mot vu giét ngwoi that sy dién ra, va
cd bé chinh 1a nhan ching.”

“Nhw vay chuyén s€ con c6 mdt s6 tinh ti€t khac ntra. Vi du nhw tha
pham ctia vu giét nguoi dé co 1€ cling du bira tiéc, va ¢6 mét ding thoi
di€m chuan bi tiéc, nén da nghe nhirng loi Joyce néi.”

“Ong khong cho 1a t6i dang twdng twong qud 1én moi chuyén ding
khong?” ba Oliver hdi. “Ong c6 thiy tat ca chi 1a tri twdng twong xa voi
cua t6i khong?”

“MOot ¢6 bé da bi gi€t chét,” Poirot ndi, “bdi mot ké dt khde manh va
tan nhin d€ dim d4iu cod bé trong x6 nwdc. Mot hanh vi giét ngwdi dang
kinh t&m. Va ké thu dc da khong dam dgi 1au ma phai voi vang xudng tay.
Hin da cdm thay bi de doa, va dit k& d6 1a ai di chiing nita, han da khong
ngan ngai gi€t ngwoi ngay khi ¢6 the.”

“Joyce c6 1€ khong bi€t hung thd vu gi€t ngwoi ma minh chirng kién,”
ba Oliver suy dodn. “Co bé s€ khong dai dot noi ra chuyén nay né€u bi€t
trong phong c6 ké chot da.”

“Ping vay,” Poirot dong tinh, “tdi nghi ba ding & di€m nay. Joyce da
ching kién mot vu giét ngwoi, nhung khong thd’y mét hung thia. Chiing ta
phai tiép tuc suy doan xa hon nwra.”

“T6i khong hi€u chinh xac 6ng dang néi gi.”

“Ciing c6 kha nang trong s6 nhirng ngwoi tham gia chuan bi tiéc va nghe
dwoc cau noéi cia Joyce, c6 mot ngwoi bi€t vE vu giét ngwoi, bi€t ai 1a hung
thil, c6 m&i quan hé mat thiét v&i k& d6. Ngudi Ay tirng tin rang minh 12

ngwoi duy nha't bi€t vor minh, hodc me, hodc con trai, con gdi cia minh da



lam gi. Hoac ciling c6 thé 1a mot phu ntr bi€t dworc tdi dc cua ch'dong, hodc
me, hoiic con cdi clia ba &y. Nguwdi d6 da twdng ring ngoai minh ra khong
con ai khéc biét chuyén. Cho dé&n khi Joyce bat dau ké'ra...”

“Vathé'la...?”

“Joyce phai chét!”

“Phai... Ong dinh lam gi?”

“T6i vira chot nhan ra,” Hercule Poirot ndi, “vi sao minh thdy cdi tén

Woodleigh Common nghe ctt quen quen.”



CHUONG 5

Hercule Poirot nhin qua cdnh cOong nhd dan 167 1én cén nha ¢ tén Ngon
Thong. Mot ngdi nha nhd xinh x4n, gian di, va dwoc thiet k& ra't khéo, Ong
khé thé doc, thAm nghi cdi tén nay that phit hop. Ngoi nha nam trén dinh
mot ngon d6i, va trén dinh d6i c6 trong mot cay thong tan thwa. Khu viron
clia n6 cling nho nhd va dwoc cét tia gon gang. Gitra viron, mot ngudi dan
ong ding tudi, didng nguwdi bé vé dang ning nhoc x4dch mdt chiéc xd st
buwdrc trén con duwong.

Mai toc cua thanh tra Spence da nga hoa ram, khong chi bac ven hai thai
dwong nhw triedec kia. Nhung ddng ngwoi cao 1om ctia Ong thi gan nhw van
khong thay d6i. Spence ding lai, nheo mét nhin vi khdch dang ding ngoai
cong. Hercule Poirot dirng yén cho’ dovi.

“Chta o1i,” thanh tra Spence reo 1én. “Cé phai la... khong 1€ nao...
nhung ding la 6ng r'6i. Phai, ding la 6ng roi. Hercule Poirot, t6i khong Iam
vao dau dworc.”

“Aha,” Hercule Poirot hai long dap, “Ong con nh¢ t6i. That quy hoa.”

“B0 ria ctia 6ng khong bot rAm chidt nao.”

Spence ndi, dat x6 nwdre twdi cdy xudng va chay ra cong.

“Pam cd quai quy,” 6ng ndi. “Ngon gi6 nao dwa 6ng dén day thé nay?”



“Ciing la ngon gi6 da dwa t6i di rat nhi€u noi trong doi,” Hercule Poirot
dap, “va cung la nguyén do khi€n 6ng dén tim t6i cach day nhi€u nam. Lai
la moét vu an.”

“T6i phat chan cac vu giét chéc r'oi,” Spence ngao ngan. “Trw khi 1a giét
dam cd dai. Gio tdi chi quan tdm dén ki€u vu an d6 thoi. Thi tiéu cho dwoc
ddm ¢ khong dé nhw dng nghi dau, thé nao cling sai sét & dau d6, thwong
la do thoi ti€t. Khdng dwoc qua am, khong dwoc qua kho va con bao nhiéu
thi linh tinh khac. Sao 6ng biét dwong tim t6i?” Spence ca than mdt trang,
tay vira m& chd't cong d€ Poirot bwdc vao.

“Ong tirng gti cho to6i mdt tA'm thiép Gidng sinh. Trén d6 c6 ghi dia chi
mai cia 6ng.”

“A phai, ding 12 t6i c6 ghi. Tinh tdi ¢ ¢& hu the’ ddy. To6i van thich giri
thiép Giang sinh cho mi’y ngwoi ban vong nién.”

“To1 ra't tran trong dieu do,” Poirot dép.

“Gio t6i da thanh 6ng gia r'oi,” Spence noi.

“C4a hai chung ta déu gia.”

“Téc 6ng dau cé bac nhiéu,” Spence de'y.

“T6i xt Iy né chi bang mdt chai thudc,” Hercule Poirot néi. “Ta dau
nha't thi€t phai xuédt hién tredc ban dan thién ha v&oi mai téc da nga mau,
trie khi chinh 6ng mudn thé.”

“T6i thi khong nghi téc den nhanh hop v&i minh.”

“T6i d6ng tinh, trong 6ng phong dd nha't v&i mai téc hoa rim nay.”

“Con t6i thi lai chwra bao gio’ nghi minh l1a ngwoi phong d6 ca.”

“T6i ludn thay dng ra't phong do6 14 ding khéc. Tai sao ong lai chuyén

dén sdng & Woodleigh Common?”



“Chuyén la, gio’ toi dén day chung sirc v&i ba chi. Chi &y mat chong,
con cdi da 1ap gia dinh va sdng & nwdc ngoai hét ca, mot dira & Uc va dira
con lai & Nam Phi. Nén t0i chuyéh t&i ddy. Lwong huu thoi budi ndy chang
l1a bao, nhung chi em t6i song kha la thoai mai. Nao qua day ng6i.”

Dit 16 Spence dan 187 sang mdt hién nhd 14p khung kinh, c6 ké mot
chi€c ban va vai céi gh¢ ngoi.

Ning thu d& mau vang diu dju xudng mién qué yén a.

“Ong udng gi nhé?” Spence hoi. “Nha t6i khong c6 miy mén xa xi dau.
Khong c6 sird 1y chua den hay sird hoa h'ong hay ma’y thicc uéng ky la ma
ong van dung. Bia nhé? Hay t0i noi Elspeth pha cho dng tdch tra? Hay toi
lam cho 6ng mot ly bia chanh hay Coca-Cola, hay mot tich ca cao né€u 6ng
mudn. Ba chi Elspeth ctia toi nghién udng ca cao 1im.”

“Ong that tx t&. T6i thi chi cAn mdt ly bia pha chanh 13 dwoc roi.”

“Bia gung pha clung bia thwong phai khong? Chinh 1a n6, ding khong?”

“Ta’t nhién roi.”

Spence vao trong nha va nhanh chéng tré ra cuing hai ly thdy tinh 1on.
“T6i udng voi d6ng.”

N6i doan Spence kéo ghé t&i st canh ban va ng'6i xudng, dat hai chiéc
ly tred’c mat minh va Poirot.

“Gio ta udng murng vi cdi gi nhi?” Spence hoi, nang ly bia. “Ching ta sé
khong theé' n6i ‘Nang ly vi toi ac’ dwore. Toi phat ngan tdi pham roi, va n€u
nhur 6ng dang néi d€n vu ma td61 nghi, ma té1 dodn hin 1 vu d6 thdi, vi toi
nh& dao nay & quanh day dau con vu an mang nao khac. T6i dic biét khong
thich nhirng vu gi€t nguoi ki€u nay chit nao.”

“Phai, toi cling dodn 6ng khong thich.”



“Vay ding la ching ta dang néi dén vu dira bé bi nhan dau vao trong x6
nuwoc?”’

“Phadi,” Poirot dap, “t6i dang n6i d€n vy an d6 day.”

“Ong dén tim t6i lam gi?” Spence néi. “Toi gior chealng con dinh dang
dén canh sat nira. Bao ndm qua la qué da roi.”

“Mot Tan lam canh sat, mai mai 1a canh sat.” Hercule Poirot néi. “Cau dé
nghia 12 ddng sau 187 suy nghi clia ngwdi binh thwong, 6ng s& ludn con gitr
con méit quan sit ctia mot canh sit. Tdi biét, chinh toi cling vay, ciing bt
dau tw lyc lwong canh sat h'6i & Bi.”

“Phai, ding vdy. Gio dng nhic t6i méi nhd. Thi cé 1& d6 chi 1a suy nghi
thién ki€n cda cd nhan t6i, nhung ciling da l1au roi toi chflng con giw lién lac
voi lwe lwgng nira.”

“Nhung chic 6ng c6 nghe ngwdi ta d6n qua lai chi,” Poirot néi. “Ong
ciing c6 ban be tin gAu ma. Chéc hin ong c6 nghe nguoi ta suy dodan hodc
nghi ngo, hodc ké'lai véi 6ng nhirng di€u ho biét.”

Spence th¢ dai.

“Thoi budi bay gior biét nhiéu qué s& chi giip nhiéu ric rdi ma thdi. Mot
t0i dc da xay ra, mot tdi 4c v&i cong thirc quen thudc, va ong bi€t da’y, nhw
th& tirc 12 canh sat gan nhu chéc chin ai c6 kha niing gy ra toi 4c d6 roi.
Ho khong néi v&i bdo gi¢i nhung ho hin da thdm van, va ho biét. Nhung
liéu ho c6 th€ di xa hon thé” hay khong thi, phai néi 1a chuyén gi ciling c6 cai
khé ctia n6.”

“Y 6ng dang néi d&n cic ba vor va nhitng cd ban gdi ciia nan nhan va
nhirng chuyén phtrc tap lién quan?”

“Phai, ding mdt phan. Tom lai, c6 the ai d6 da gap phai mot ké khong ra



gi. Vai ba nam tr6i qua. Poirot a, tdi phai ndi 1a, nhin chung biy gio’ cang
ngay cang nhiéu c¢6 18y nham ch'ong hon cac ba thoi t6i.”

Hercule Poirot ngAdm nghi, tay van vé ria mép.

“Phai, ti tha’y chic 1a vay. Tdi c¢6 cam gidc cdc ¢d gdi tré trrde nay ludn
thich qua lai v&i nhirng tay khong ra gi, nhw dng néi, nhwng h'6i xwa thi ho
con dwoc bao vé.”

“Pung thé". Ngay xwa cac cd gai tré luén c6 nguoi giam sat. Cac ba me
s& canh chtrng con géi minh. Cdc ba céc ¢6 cdc chi cling d€ méit. R6i 1ii em
trai em gai ludén nghe ngdéng chuyén cua ho. R6i cha ho cling khong ngai
t0ng cd nhitng tén d€u cang ra khoi ctra. TA't nhién doi khi van ¢6 vai c6 bd
nha theo nhitng ga khong ra gi &y. Nhwng gio thi cac ¢6 tham chi con chéng
can lam th&. Me thi khong quan tdm xem con cdi ho dang giao du v&i
nhtrng ké nao, cha thi khong dwoe bi€t con minh dang quen ai, cdc anh em
cO bi€t thi cing nghi ‘tai em minh ngu ngdc’. Né€u cha me khong chap
thudn, thi d6i tré van c6 the ty ra tda va tim cdch ding ky k&t hon dwoc nhw
thwong, va roi khi g trai ma ai ciing biét 12 d&u cang &y bit dau boc 16
minh ding 1a mét tén d€u cang voi ta't ca moi ngwoi, bao gom ca cd vor, thi
ric 161 m&i thyc sy bit dau! Nhung yéu thi van 12 yéu, cd gdi khdong mudn
tin rang chang Henry cfia minh lai c6 nhitng théi quen kinh khiing, nhitng
suy nghi tdi 4c, va nhitng diéu ddng so’ khac. Co géi 4y sin sang néi doi
bao che cho anh ta, s&n sang thé doc vi anh ta va moi thit. Phai, that khé
khan. Kho khan cho chung ta &y. Ma, cing chealng hay ho gi né€u ct néi
ngay xwa moi thir to't dep hon. Co6 1€ 1a ching ta twedng thé thodi. Du sao thi,
Poirot, sao 6ng lai viedng vao vu nay? Pay dau phai dia hat cia 6ng, phai
khong? Ct& twdng Ong sdng & London ma. H6i m&i gip téi 6ng so6ng &
do.”



“Toi van song & London ma. Toi tham gia vu nay vi loi thinh cAu cia
mot ngwoi ban, ba Oliver, 6ng ¢é nhé ba Oliver?”

Spence ngang dau 1én, nhdm mit lai, vé ngdm nghi.

“Ba Oliver a? Ch.’fmg biét t6i c6 nh¢ khong nira.”

“Ba &y vi€t sach. Truyén trinh tham, 6ng da gdp ba &y roi, n€u dng con
nh& h'6i 6ng thuyé€t phuc t6i diéu tra vy am sat ba McGinty, ong khong
quén ba McGinty day chir?”

“Oi troi, tat nhién 1a khong. Nhwng ciing da 1au réi. Vu d6 éng da gidng
cho t6i mot cd di€ng nguwoi, Poirot a, hét strc kinh ngac. Téi da nho 6ng
giip va 6ng da khong lam t61 tha't vong.”

“T6i rat vinh dw - va hanh dién - khi 6ng dén tim t6i nho c& van,”
Poirot dép.

“Cling phai ndi la trong vu dé doi lic tdi twdng ching vd vong. Nguwoi
dan 6ng chiing ta ¢an phai gitp do - hinh nhw 1a cru mang O6ng ay thi phai,
cling 1au r'oi téi khong nhé 16 - lai 1a ngwdi cue ky khé gidp d&. Ong ta 12
vi du dién hinh cho cach s6ng khong bi€t diéu gi ¢6 lgi cho ban than.”

“Ong ta cudi cd gdi tré d6 phai khong nhi? C6 nang diéu dang Ay.
Khong phai ¢6 gai thong minh ¢é madi téc bach kim. Khong biét hai ngwoi
d6 sau khi cwdi nhau ra sao roi. Ong c6 nghe ngéng dwoe gi khong?”

“Khong,” Poirot dap. “T6i dodn ¢6 1€ moi thir suén sé voi ho.”

“Chaalng hi€u c6 ta thd'y gi & mot ngwoi nhw vay.”

“Khé ma biét dwoe,” Poirot ddp, “nhung cip doi d6 ding la sy sip dit
tai tinh cda tao héa, khi mot ngwedi dan 6ng du ¢6 kém hap dan ra sao van
c6 nét 16i cudn trong mat mdt phu nit nao dé. Ta chi c6 thé mong ho két

hon va sdng hanh phuc veé sau thoi.”



“Chfmg bi€t c¢6 sdng hanh phic noi khong né€u nhw ho phai & cung ba
me.”

“Khong, qua thyc la khong,” Poirot néi thém. “Hodc v&i 6ng bd
dwong.”

“Qi cha, chiing ta lai ng'6i day néi chuyén cii nita roi.” Spence néi. “Cdi
gi qua thi cling qua ca r'oi. T6i ctr nghi ga dan 6ng d6, gio’ khdong nho tén
g, nén kinh doanh dich vu tang 1&. Mit miii va diéu bd rat hop véi cdi
nghé d6. C6 khi ding 12 hdn 1am nghé d6 ciing nén. Con cd géi cling ¢
chit tién, phai khong nhi? Pung r6i, gd 4y ma lam dich vu tang 1€ thi hop
1am. Tdi c6 th€ twdng twong hin, mic nguyén bd @6 den, nhan dit dich vu
t& chirc tang 1&. Biét dau hin con say mé ca viéc chon gb ciy du hay cay
té€ch hay dai loai mi’y cAy ma ho van dung d€ déng quan tai. DAu sao néu
lam m&y ngh€é ban bdo hi€m hay ba't ddng san thi 6ng ta sé khong bao gio’
kha ndi. Ma thoi, ding ca ké chuyén cii nira.” Bong nhién Spence reo 1én.
“Ba Oliver. Ariadne Oliver. Tédo. C6 phai vi thé’ ma ba &y bi vudng vao vu
nay khéng? C6 bé t6i nghiép d6 chét vi bi dim dau vao trong mot x6 nuwdc
day tdo ding khong nhi, tai mot bira tiéc? C6 phai vi thé nén ba Oliver m&i
chu y dé€n vu nay khong?”

“T6i khong nghi ba &y quan tdm dén vu an chi vi ddm tdo d6,” Poirot
ddp, “ma la do ba &y da c6 mdt tai bua ti€c.”

“Y 6ng la ba &y song & day sao?”

“Khong, ba Oliver khong sdng ¢ day. Ba &y ghé & choi nha ban, mdt
phu ntr tén Butler.”

“Butler sao? C0, t0i c6 bi€t ba y. Nha & phia dwdi chan d6i kia, gan
nha the. Géa bua. Ong chdng trieée 1am phi cong. C6 mdt cd con géi. Ciing

kh4 xinh x&n. Né6i niing cw xtt 1€ dd. Ba Butler trong ciing vin con khd 16i



cudn, 6ng c6 thay the khong?”

“Tdi van chwa c6 dip gdp dwoc ba &Yy, nhung ¢ 1€ ding vay, t6i dodn
hin ba &'y phai rat dep.”

“Ma sao 6ng lai quan tdm d&n vu ndy, Poirot? Ong ddu c¢6 & day lic né
xay ra, ding khong?”

“Khong. Ba Oliver dén tim t6i & London. Ba &y bi hoang loan, hét sirc
hoang loan. Ba &y mudn t6i lam gi d6.”

Mot nu ceoi thoang hién trén gwong maét cua thanh tra Spence.

“Toi hi€u 161, van kich ban cii. Hoi xuwa toi cling tim dén dng khi mudn
nho 6ng gidp.”

“Va gio’ tdi dang lam ngwore lai,” Poirot ddp. “L'an nay la t6i dén tim
ong.”

“Vi 6ng mudn nho t6i 1am diéu gi d6 sao? Tdi xin néi trede, tdi chang
giup gi dwoc dau.”

“0, c6 da’y. Ong c6 the cho t6i biet vé tat cd moi ngwdi. Nhitng ngwdi
sinh s6ng & day. Nhirng ngwoi da dén tham gia tiéc hdom &y. R'6i cha me
cta nhirng ¢6 bé ciu bé tham du tiéc. Trwong hoc, thdy co, ludt sw, bac si.
Ai d6 trong budi tiéc da du dé mot dira bé quy xudng, va ¢ 1€ con cuoi 1on
nira khi néi: ‘Ta s& chi cho con céch cin tdo d& nhat. Ta ¢ mdnh choi trd
nay’. Va thé& la ké d6 - du 1a dan 6ng hay phu ntr - da dat mét tay 1€n dau co
bé va nhan xudng xd nuwdc. Chic ciing khong phai vat 16n 6n 20 gi nhidu
voi ki€u d6.”

“MOot tdi ac dang kinh tdm,” Spence thdt 1€n. “To6i da nght thé” khi nghe
chuyén, 6ng mudn bié€t gi nao? Té6i m&i & ddy mdt nam thdi. Ba chij toi thi

l1au hon - c¢& chirng hai ba nam. Dan cw khu nay ciing khong nhiéu 1am, ma



cling khong dinh cw lau dai. Ngwoi dén roi di cling nhiéu. Chfmg han
ngwoi chdong tim dwoc cong viec & Medchester hay Great Canning, hodc
mot chd ndo d6 quanh dy, thi con cdi ho s&€ hoc & viing nay. Sau d6 ¢6 the
ngwoi chdong thay doi cong viéc va thé 1a ca gia dinh sé chuyén di theo.
Dan cw & ddy khong ¢6” dinh. Cling ¢6 vai ngwoi da sinh s6ng 1au nam, nhw
ba ¢c6 Emlyn, cd gido day & trwong, bac si Ferguson nira. Nhwng nhin
chung thi hang xém quanh diy thwong hay thay doi.”

“T6i cling dong y v&i dng,” Poirot 1én tiéng, “day la mot toi dc dang
kinh tdm. Toi dodn dng ciing biét vai ngwoi khong duwoc tot dep 1dm &
day.”

“Phai r'6i,” Spence tra loi. “Ai cling nghi dé€n kha nang nay dau tién,
phai khong? Va sau d6 nguoi ta sé di tim hi€u vé mdt thi€u nién xau tinh
nao do, dai loai vay. Ai lai mudn bép cd hay dim dau hodc ha sat mdt c6 bé
m&i mudi ba tudi dau co' chir? Hinh nhue khong cé biang chitng cho thay
dau hiéu tdn cong tinh duc, thwong 1a kha nang d4u tién nguoi ta xem xét.
Thoi budi bay gio nhitng tdi 4c dang Ay tran lan khip moi lang x6m thi
trdn. Lai n6i, t6i thd’y nhitng chuyén nhw thé thoi tdi con tré dau c¢6 nhiéu.
Ching ta ngay xwa cling ¢6 nhitng k& dau 6¢ khong binh thwong vay, hay 1a
bat clr tir gi ngwoi ta goi, nhung khéng nhiéu nhw bay gior. Theo t6i thay,
ngay cang nhiéu tdi pham dwoe tha ra ngoai xa hdi, trong khi I€ ra chiing
nén bi giam lai mot chd. TA't ca nhing nha thwong dién déu da kin; qua tai,
cho nén ma’y tay bac si s& nghi ‘Thoi tha cho hin ta hoiic c6 ta ra ngoai doi
vay. Tra vé sdng cung v&oi ba con ho hang’, hay dai loai th&. Va réi mot
ngdy phan xAu xa trong con ngudi Ay trdi ddy, hoic ké mic bénh ding
theong d6 tai phat bénh cu, tuy theo cach 6ng nhin nhén, va theé 1a thém

mdt ¢6 gdi tré ntra bi tim thdy xac trong mot md da sau khi ra ngoai di dao,



hodc ngd'c nghéch leo 1én xe di nho. Tré con thi khéng vé nha sau gio tan
hoc vi ching da 1én xe di nho' mot nguoi la, du ngeoi 1n da dan do khdng
dwore 1am vAy. Phai, nhing chuyén nhw thé ngay nay day riy.”

“Vu an nay c6 khép véi dang toi 4c dng mai k&€ khong?”

“Thi, thwong nguwoi ta hay nghi dén kha ndng nhw vy truedc tién,”
Spence n6i. “Vi du nhw ¢6 ai d6 & bira tiéc bong noi ta tAm chging han. C6
the k& d6 trwde dy ting 1am chuyén 4c nhw vay, ciing ¢6 thé hin chi bdng
dwng mudn lam vay. Theo i phdn dodn thi hin trong qué kht da ting 6
vy tan cong mot dira tré & dau d6 gan day. Nhu tdi duge biét thi dén gio
van chua c6 ai khép véi mo ta 4y ca. Y t6i 1a theo h'o so chinh thic thi
khong. C6 hai ngwoi & ding d6 tudi do trong bira tiéc. Nicholas Ransom,
mot cau kha dién trai, tdm muwoi bdy mwoi tam tudi, ding do tré khoe.
Nghe dau la chuyén dén tv B Déng hay dai loai vdy. Tinh tinh c6 vé cling
dwoc. Nhin binh thwong, nheng ai ma biét? R6i con Desmond, tirng dwoc
trd v& v&i bénh 4n tAm than, nhung cu thé nhw thé nao t6i khong rd. Chic
chin k& gy 4n 12 ngudi trong bira tiec, du td't nhién ngudi ngodi ciing ¢
the da dot nhdp vao. Nha tG chirc tiéc thi chaalng maYy khi khoéa ctra ca.
Thwong thi s€ m& ctra phu, hodc cira s6. Biét dau lai ¢c6 k& dau 6c¢ dién
khiing nao d6 bam theo dam tré d€ xem ti€c tung th& nao, roi 1én vao.
Nhwng ciing chwa biét chwng. Liéu mot dira tré di dy tiéc s€ chiu ra choi tro
cin tdo v&i mot ngudi c6 bé khong hé biet khong? Di sao thi, dng vin
chwa giai thich tai sao 6ng lai t&i ddy, Poirot. Ong c6 néi 1a do ba Oliver. Ba
ay 6 y twdng quai la nao v€ vu nay khong?”

“Ciing khong qudi la 14m dau,” Poirot néi. “Ping 14 nha vin thi dau 6¢c
hay c¢6 nhitng y twdng dién ro. Nhirng y twdng c6 kha ning la sy that, du

hoi xa voi. Nhwng di€m dang chd y 1a ba 8y da nghe ¢ bé néi mot diéu.”



“Sao, c6 bé Joyce dy a?”

“Phai.”

Spence ch'dm hin ngurdi vé phia Poirot, mét chim chd ddy to mo.

“To6i s€ k& cho dng nghe,” Poirot ndi.

Ha nhd giong, 6ng thuit lai ngén gon ciu chuyén ma ba Oliver da k& v&i
minh.

“T6i hi€u r'6i,” Spence ndi sau khi 6ng ban tham ti dit 1oi. Tay van vé
hang ria mép, Spence td vé nghi nggi. “C6 bé ndi vay sao? La né da twng
chirng ki€n mdt vu gi€t ngwoi. Co néi 1a khi nao va nhw thé nao khong?”

“Khong,” Poirot dép.

“Ma sao c6 bé lai k€ chuyén d6?”

“Khi &y dang ban luan vé cac vy an trong truyén cua ba Oliver thi phai.
Ai d6 n6i v&i ba Oliver, mdt dira tré thi phai, n€u t6i khdng nhdm, dai y ché
la truyén ctia ba &y khong dd mau me va xac chét. R6i Joyce m&i 1én ti€ng
va néi chinh ¢d bé d c6 I4n tin mét chitng kiénh mot vu gidt nguoi.”

“C0 bé chi n6i khodc? Theo loi 6ng k€ thi tdi cam thdy nhw the.”

“Ba Oliver ciing nghi vay. Phai, c6 bé ba hoa vé chuyén nay.”

“Po6 ¢6 the’ khong phai la sy that.”

“Pung vay, khd ndng chuyén Ay hoan toan khong c6 that.” Poirot dong
tinh.

“Bon tré con hay c6 tro néi qua 1én khi mudn giy chd y cho ban than
hodc mudn lam mau v&i nhieng dira khac hodc mudn gay an twong. Nhuwng
nguorc lai, do cling ¢6 the'la sy that. Co phai dng nghi thé”khong?”

“T6i khong biét ntra.” Poirot ddp. “Mot dira tré ba hoa 1a minh twng

chirng ki€n mot vu giét nguoi. Chi vai gio’ sau, cd bé bj gi€t chét. Han 6ng



cling tha’y ching ta c6 co’ s¢ d€'tin di€u ¢ bé nodi 1a that, du kha ndng &y xa
voi - nhung biét dau ¢6 mdoi lién hé nhan qua & day. Néu ding la vay thi ké
d6 da xuéng tay ma khong cho doii.”

“Chéc chin r6i,” Spence dép lai. “C6 bao nhiéu ngudi & dé lic cd bé k&
chuyén vu giét ngudi, ong c6 nim dwoc chinh xdc khong?”

“Ba Oliver chi dng ching tAm muoi bdn, mueei ldm ngwoi, ¢6 the hon.
Nam sdu dia tré con, ndm sau ngwoi 1on deng quanh d6 chuan bi cho bira
tiéc. Nhung veé thong tin chinh xdc thi t6i phai nhor 6ng r'6i.”

“Cha, chuyén d6 thi khong khé gi,” Spence néi. “Toi khong dam néi 1a
minh ¢6 th€ xac nhan ngay cho 6ng, nhwng hoi vong vong dan trong lang
thi d& ra 1dm. Con vé budi tiéc hdm A7y thi toi cling da biét kha kha roi.
Nhin chung da phéan la phu n&r tham gia. Cac 6ng b6 thwong khong ma'y
khi xua't hién & céac bwra tiéc cho tré con. Nhuwng thinh thoang ho ciling tham
gia mdt lat, hodc ghé qua d€ dén con vEé. Bac si Ferguson ¢ d6, muc sw
cling ¢6 d6. Con lai toan cac ba cac me, roi thi nhan vién xa hoi, hai gido
vién tir treong lang. O, phai, d€ tdi 1am cho dng mot danh sich - v&i tAm
khoang mwoi bon dira tré. Nhé nhat khong qua mwoi tudi, cho dén cac ¢o
cau thi€u nién.”

“Vay toi tin 6ng c6 danh sach nhirng ngwoi dang nghi trong d6?” Poirot
hdi.

“Cha, chuyén dé gior khong dé thé” dau, néu nhw suy dodn ctia 6ng 1a
dung.”

“Ttc la dng khong con di theo hudng truy luing mét ké bién thdi nira.
Thay vao d6, 6ng dang tim mdt ké twng ra tay gi€t ngwoi ma khong ai biét,
mot ké twdng ring tdi 4c clia minh s& khong bao gior bi phét hién, va vi the’

da ra't kinh ngac khi nghe Joyce n6i.”



“Gi4 ma toi bi€t dwore do 1a ai,” Spence néi. “Du sao di nwa, t6i khong
ddm chic & quanh diy cé ngwdi dd kha niing 13 k& sat nhan. Va chic chin
chaalng c6 vu &n mang chan dong nao ca.”

“C6 the’ ké d6 da gay an & vung khac,” Poirot ndi, “t6i nghi, c6 nhirng
ngwoi tedng nhw vo hai r6t cudc van 1a sit nhan. Vi ho thwong it bi nghi
ngo'. Chirng ctr chdng lai ho cé the s€ khong nhiéu, va do do, tén sat nhan
doi 16t nguoi vo tdi nay da ra't soc khi biét héa ra ¢6 nhan chirng tin mét
nhin tha’y toi 4c ctia hin.”

“Tai sao Joyce khdng 1én ti€ng t6 cdo lic d6? Pay la di€m khién tdi to
mo. C6 phai cd bé bi mua chudc d€ doi 18y sy im lang, 6ng c¢6 nghi thé&
khong? Ta't nhién thé'1a qua 1i€u linh.”

“Khong,” Poirot dap. “Theo t6i nghe tir ba Oliver, thi c6 bé da khong
nhan ra nhirng gi né tha’y thye sy 1a mdt vu giét ngwoi.”

“Oi, 1am gi ¢6 chuyén d6,” Spence phan d&i.

“Ciing khong hén. D6 12 mot ¢6 bé m&i chi mudi ba tdi. Co bé dang
nh¢d lai nhitng gi minh chirng ki€n trong qua khir. Ching ta khong biét
chinh xéac khi nao. C6 thé'la ba hay tham chi b6n nam tredc. Co bé da nhin
thay chuyén gi d6 nhung khdng hi€u dwoe ban cha't thyce sy ctia né. Nhirng
chuyén nhu vdy dau hi€m gip, mon cher. Nhdt la v&i tai nan 6 tO ching
han. Mot chi€c xe lao thflng vao nan nhan nao do, khi€n anh ta bi theong
hodc thdm chi t& vong. Mot dia tré c6 thé€ da khdong nhan ra d6 1a hanh
dong co tinh ngay luc &y. Nhung vai nam sau c6 ai d6 noi dieu gi, hodc co
bé Ay tha'y hoidic nghe diéu gi d6 goi nhic chuyén cii va c6 the di nghi: “Thi
ra A hay B hay X da ¢4 tinh lam vay.” Bi€t dau d6 la hanh ddng gi€t nguoi
chi khong phai 12 mot tai nan. O’ ddy c¢6 nhiéu khd niing 18m. Ciing xin thira

nhan mdt s6" kha nang 1a do ba ban cua tdi, ba Oliver dwa ra. Ba &y c6 th€



dé dang nghi ra mwdi may dip 4n mot lic cho moi van dé, da s& déu
khong kha thi 1dm nhung tat cd déu c6 xdc suat ding. Chiit thudc bd vao
tach tra dwoc pha ri€ng cho ai do chaalng han. Dai loai nhr vay. Hay mdt cu
day nhe khi nan nhan dang ding chd cheo leo nguy hi€m. Nhwng ving nay
lai khong c6 vach ndi nao ca nén danh loai, hoi dang ti€c vi n6 kha kha thi.
Phai, t6i da nghi d&€n ra't nhiéu kha nang. C6 the cd bé da doc dwoc mdt cau
chuyén giét ngwdi nao d6, va né goi nhic vé vu viéc truede kia. Ban than
Joyce c¢6 th€ da ban khoan tw 14u, va khi doc truyén, c6 bé m&i nhan ra: ‘A,
hin 12 the’ nay va thé€ kia. Khong bi€t c6 phai 6ng &y hay ba &y cd y lam
vay khong?’ Phai, & day ching ta c6 ra't nhiéu khd nang.”

“Vay nén 6ng dén tan day d€ tim hi€u?”

“T6i nghi biét dau s€ gidp ich cho ngwoi dan noi day, ong khong thay
thé” sao?” Poirot hdi.

“A, chiing ta lai sfp theo tinh than vi nhan dan phai khong, t6i v&i dng
xy?”

“Ong it ra c6 th& cho toi biét théng tin & dia phwong, ong biét moi
ngwoi & ddy ma.” Poirot ndi.

“T6i s€ lam hét strc minh,” Spence nhan 1oi. “Va s€ 16i ca ba chi Elspeth

vao ntra. Gan nhw chang ¢6 gi vé ngwoi lang nay ma chi &y khong biét ca.”



CHUONG 6

Thu x&p moi viéc xong xudi, Poirot hai long ra ve.

Ong sfp c6 dwoc nhitng théng tin minh mudn - riéng didu nay thi ong
khong nghi ngd gi. Ong da thuyét phuc dwoe Spence tham gia. Va Spence,
mot khi di bt dau I'4n theo cdi gi, thi s& khong bao gior bd cudc. V&i danh
ti€ng mot quan chirc cdp cao vé hwu ciia Cuc di€u tra hinh s Anh Qudc,
chic chin dng thanh tra niy da 1am than dworc v&i vai ngudi ban trong S&
canh sat dia phwong.

Va ti€p theo - Poirot nhin dong h'6 - 6ng c6 lich hen gap ba Oliver trong
ding 10 phit ntra & ngdi nha tén ¢6 Vwon Tdo. Qua tinh, cdi tén nay cling
cuc ky phu hop.

Poirot nghi, ding 12 ngwdi ta khé ma tranh dwoc tdo. Ching ai c6 the tir
ch6i mot qua tdo Anh chin mong - thé’ ma & day la tdo lai vedng vao m¢
can choi, phu thuy, btra tiéc Hallowéen, va mot dira tré bi sat hat

bi theo con dwong ba Oliver da chi, ding gio hen Poirot dén tredc mot
ngo6i nha gach doé theo ki€n tric Georgia, bao quanh la mot hang cay so6i
thap dwoe cit tia gon gang, va bén trong hang rao A%y 1a mot khu virdn nhd
xinh x4n.

Ong dwa tay nhac thanh chdt, mé& canh cOng sit c¢6 treo bién “Vwon



Téo”. Poirot bwdc vao con dwong nhd din tdi civa chinh. Cénh cira 14p tic
m¢ va ba Oliver lao ra bac thém, chinh x4ac nhw hinh nhan nho nhé ty dong
16 ra twr O ctra trang tri trén dinh chi€c dong h'd Thuy Si.

“Ong hét stec ding gio,” ba thdt 1én, hut hoi. “T6i ditng ngéng dng tir
ctra sO nay gio.”

Poirot quay lai khép cOng can than. L'an nao gap ba Oliver, du hen truedc
hay do tinh co, Poirot déu nhin thdy tdo hdu nhw 14p tic. Khi thi ba &y
dang in tdo, hodc mdi dn tdo xong - nhin vun tdo van virong trén nguc clia
ba la bi€t - hodc ba &y dang xach theo mdt gid tdo. Nhwng hom nay thi
khdc, khdng c¢6 béng ddng qua tdo ndo trong £Am mat. Phai roi, Poirot thAm
dong tinh. Ai ma gam tdo & day ldc nay thi that vo y, ngay tai noi khong
chi 1a hién treong vu dn, ma 1a mot tham kich. Ping 1a mdt tham kich.
Poirot nghi. Mot dira tré m&i muwdi ba tudi dau bj giét hai. Ong khong thich
nghi v€ chuyén nay chut nao, nhwng chinh vi khong thich, 6ng cang quyét
tAm phai d'on hét tdm tri cho vu 4n, cho d&n khi bang cdch ndo dé, cé dnh
sdng soi roi qua birc man bong tdi mit mung, va cho ong thd'y rd chan
twong clia vu viéc khi€n minh da ca't cong dén day tim hi€u.

“T6i khong hiéu tai sao dng khdng chiu lwu tai nha ba Judith Butler,” ba
Oliver ca cam. “Cw nhat dinh phai & cai nha khach binh dan hang quén ay.”

“Vi s€ khach quan hon khi t6i dirng ngoai quan sat,” Poirot giai thich.
“Khong nén qua than thi€t voi bén nao, mong ba hi€u cho.”

“T6i khong hi€u 6ng 1am sao tranh dwore viec d6,” ba Oliver néi. “Chéc
ong da gip go moi ngwoi va ndi chuyén véi ho, phai khéng?”

“Chéc chin r'éi,” Poirot dap.

“Vay 6ng da gap nhung ai?”

“Ban t61, thanh tra Spence.”



“Ong &Yy dao nay th& n2o?” ba Oliver hoi.

“Trong gid hom han so véi trude.” Poirot dép.

“Hién nhién r'di,” ba Oliver ndi, “ong trong doi gi ni¥a? Ong 4y ¢6 lang
tai, m& mét, chAm chan hay béo 1én gy di gi khong?”

Poirot nghi ngoi mot chit roi dap: “thanh tra Spence hoi sut ky. Phai
deo kinh d€ doc bdo. To6i khdong nghi dng &y bi lang tai, it nhat thi cling
khong c6 da'u hiéu ay.”

“Ve€ vu nay 6ng 4y nghi sao?”

“Ba chuyén chu dé nhanh qua,” Poirot noi.

“Va chinh xac thi dong va ong &y dinh lam gi?”

“T6i da 1én k& hoach cta minh,” Poirot dap. “Trwdc tién, t6i da gidp va
héi y ki€n dng ban cii. Téi nho' Spence, néu c6 the€, gidp toi thu thap mot s6
thong tin ngwoi khac kho ti€p can dwge.”

“Y 6ng 1a 6ng Spence c6 nhiéu ban bé trong gi¢i canh sat dia phwong,
nén s€ moi dwgc nhi€u thong tin?”

“That ra thi, tdi s& khong dién dat nhw vay, nhung ding, d6 chinh 1a
nhung tinh todn ban dau cua t6i.”

“Vasau do?”

“To6i d&n gip ba & day, thwa ba. To6i ¢an phdi xem tdn mét hién truong
vu an.”

Ba Oliver ngang d4u 1én va dwa mét nhin cin nha mdt lwot, néi:

“Can nha nay khong c6 vé giong mot noi cd thé xay ra an mang, ding
khong?”

Mot Tan ntra Poirot tham than phuc: Ban ning phdn xét ctia ba ay that

chuan x4c!



“Ping vay,” 6ng lén ti€ng, “ding 1a n6 khdng gidng mot noi ¢6 the xay
ra an mang. Sau khi da bié€t dwoc hién treong & dau, toi sé cung ba dé€n gap
me cO bé, xem ba 2y c6 cung cdp dwoc gi khong. Chiéu nay, 6ng ban
Spence cua t6i s€ thu x&p cho tdi gdp mat canh sat diéu tra & dia phwong
khi nao tién. Téi cling mudn trao doi v&i bac si & ddy, va ca voi ba hiéu
tredng treong hoc néu dugc. Bén sau gio t6i toi s€ udng tra va dung bira
t0i c6 mon lap xwdng cung 6ng ban Spence va chi gai ong &'y & nha ho va
ching t6i s€ thdo luan.”

“Ong dinh héi thém 6ng Spence gi nira?”

“T6i mudn gap chi ctia Spence. Ba 8y sdng & day lau hon 6ng ban ctia
t6i. Ong &y mé&i chuyén vé séng cing tir khi anh r& mat théi. Biét dau ba
4y lai biét rd nhirng ngwoi & day.”

“Ong c6 biét, nghe dng néi khién toi lién twdng dé&n gi khong?” ba
Oliver nhan xét. “Mot cdi may tinh. Ki€u nhw 6ng dang ty 1dp trinh ban
than minh vay. Tt ‘1dp trinh’ c¢6 ding khong nhi? Y tdi 13, ca ngiy 6ng thu
nap moi thir vao dau minh, va réi sau d6 sé xem xét két qua xud't ra la gi.”

“Ba cd cach lién twdng that thd vi,” Poirot néi, vé hao hirng. “Phai, phai,
t61 dong vai chi€c may tinh, thu nap thong tin va...”

“...va Ong s€ cho ra ta't ca cac dap an sai?” ba Oliver hdi cham choc.

“Khong cé kha nang d6 dau,” Hercule Poirot dap. “Mdy tinh khong bao
gio sai.”

“Mdy tinh thi khong,” ba Oliver néi, “nhung trén doi doi khi van co
nhirng chuyén khong ngo xdy ra. Vi dy nhw héa don tién dién thang vira
roi cua toi chéng han. Tdi c6 nghe ciu thanh ngit ‘Con ngudi ai cling méc
sai Mm’, nhung 18i Mm clia con ngwdi thi ching 13 gi néu so véi 16i cia

may tinh n€u né thir lam sai. Thoi 6ng hay vao nha gédp ba Drake.”



Ba Drake qua thwc khéng phai mét ngwoi tAm thwong, Poirot nghi tham.
M6t phu nir ngoai tr tuin, dong ddng cao, gwong mit dep, mai téc vang
Xen vai soi x4m, cling d6i mat xanh dic biét sdng rang ro. Nguwdi ba todt
1én vé nhanh nhen va thdo vat. BA't cit bira tiéc ndo d&n tay ba thu x&p chic
hin déu rat thanh cong. Trong phong khach, mot khay banh quy dwong va
ca phé sing dang doi sin hai nguori.

Vuwon Tdo, theo Poirot thd'y, 1a mét tw dinh dwo'c cham chiit hét siec chu
ddo. Noi tha't bai tri rat hop 1y, san trai tham thwong hang, moi thir dwoc
lau chiii d4nh béng k¥ lwéng, va dic biét néu nhin qua, khé nhén ra rang
trong nha that sy khong c6 vat dung nao qua sang gia, ma ta't ca déu ra't hai
hoa. Mau sic clia rém ctta va khin trai ban déu 13 nhitng mau dé& chiu
nhung ciing rat truyén thdng. N&u d€ cho thué, chic chin ciin nha s& lap
tirc tim dwoc nguoi sin sang tra gid cao, va ho ciing khong phai thém vao
bot ra ba't ctr &6 dac quy nao, hay khong can x€ dich ndi tha't bai tri.

Ba Drake chao don ba Oliver va Poirot, rd rang che gidu gan nhu hoan
toan cam gidc ma theo phdng dodn cta Poirot hin 12 buc boi vo cung. Bd&i
1€ ban dau ba chi mudn ding ra t6 chirc mot bira tiéc déng vui cho cong
ddng ma cudi cung lai xady ra mdt vu dn mang mang tinh chat phan cdng
d6ng nhw vdy. Ba Drake con la nguoi dwoe trong vong trong ving
Woodleigh Common, nén Poirot dodn ba chic chidn khong vui vé gi khi bj
coi 1 y&u kém d€ xay ra vu viéc nhw vdy. An mang 1& ra khong nén xay ra
& day m&i phai. Voi nguoi khac va & mét ng6i nha khac thi dwgrc. Nhwng
day 12 mdt bira tiéc cho tré nhd, do ba khéi xwdng, do ba chd tri, do ba sip
x€&p, 1€ ra nhirng chuyén thé nay khéng dwgc phép xdy ra méi ding. Hin ¢6
ldc ba dd nghi né khong xay ra. Va Poirot dodn rang chic ba Drake di suy

di nghi lai trong dau d¢€ tim 18y mot nguyén nhan. C6 1€ khong phai la



nguyén nhan x4y ra vu 4n mang, Poirot nghi, ma ba Drake chic da ra sodt
lai d€ ghi nhan nhirng thi€u sét cia vai ca nhan gitp ba to chirc btra tiéc, vi
vung vé va lo d&nh ma ho da khong thé& nhin ra dwoc tham kich nay cé the
xay ra.

“Me-xir Poirot,” ba Drake cdt 1&:i chio bing giong néi hét sitc ém 4i,
Poirot twdng twong s€ rat hop n€u nd dwoc vang 1€n trong mot giang
dwong hodc trong mot hodi treong nao dé. “T6i rd't mwng vi 6ng da danh
thoi gian xudng day. Ba Oliver da cho toi biét sy gitp do vo gia cua O6ng
trong tinh canh khing khi€p nay.”

“Xin hay yén tam, Ma-dam, t6i xin lam hét sirc ¢4 th€, nhwng nhw ba
bi€t day, c6 1€ ba ciing hi€u day sé 1a mot vu khé khan.”

“Khé khin w?” ba Drake néi. “Tat nhién s& khong hé dé dang. That
khong th€ twdng teong, thye sy khong the€ tedng twong noi 1a mot sy viéc
kinh khing nhw vay lai cé theé xay ra.” Ba n6i thém, “td6i doan canh sat c6 1€
d3 nim dwoc manh mdi ndo d6 roi? Piéu tra vién Raglan ciling ra't ¢é tiéng
tim trong vung. DAu sao, ho chic ciing phai nhd* d&n Scotland Yard tham
gia thoi, tdi ciing khdng rd 14m. Gio theo bdo chi thi cdi chét ctia co bé dang
thwong nay la chuyén ddng troii trong vung. Toi ciing khdong ¢an phai k€
v&i ngai, Me-xir Poirot - chic chin 6ng ciing doc bdo thwong xuyén nhu
tdi, nén hin ciing biét a t trede d&n nay c6 ra't nhiéu cdi chét thwong tim
cia tré nhd & khip cic ving qué. C6 vé cang ngay cang nhiéu. Tdi cam
thdy can bénh théan kinh ba't 6n dang xudt hién phd bi€n hon trede kia.
Nhung t6i cling phai néi thém la cic ba me va cac gia dinh hién nay nhin
chung khong quan tdm d&n con cdi chu ddo nhw tredrc nira. Bon tré bay gio
te vé nha mot minh khi troi da td1, hay di mot minh khi méi mo sang. Va

tré con ma, du 6ng c6é din do canh bdo thé ndo di ching ntra, chiing vin hét



strc ngdy ngo theo ngwoi la moi 1én xe di nho, nhd't 1a voi nhitng chié€c xe
bdéng bay mdt chit. Ai bao gi ching tin nd’y. Theo t6i tha’y thi khong ai ¢6
the gidp gi dwoe.”

“Nhuwng su viéc Tan nay, Ma-dam, lai c6 tinh chat hoan toan khéc.”

“O, t61 biét chtt, t6i biét. The nén to6i méi néi 1a khong the tin dwge. Pén
gior t0i van khong thé tin chuyén da xay ra,” ba Drake noéi. “Moi viéc khi Yy
déu hoan toan trong faAm ki€m sodt. TAt cAd moi thitr déu da duwoc sip x&p
dau vao ddy. Bira tiéc dién ra hét strc sudn sé va hoan hao. Chuyén nay qua
thire ngoai stre twdng twong. Riéng tdi nghi chic chin phai c6 mot thir ma
toi goi 1a tdc dong twr bén ngoai. Ai d6 da vao nha - cling ch?ing kho khan
1&m v&i tinh hinh khi 4y — ké d6 hin than kinh rat khong binh thwong, toi
tin th&, nhw la bénh nhan dwgc thd ra khoi may nha thwong dién chi vi
khong con chd cho ho 4y, ti ¢6 the dodn dworc. Thoi budi biy gior ngudi ta
toan phai d€ danh phong cho bénh nhian m&i. Bt ctr ai di ngang chi cén
li€c qua ctra sO 1a c6 the tha’y dugrc ching tdi dang t& chirc mot bira tiéc cho
bon tré trong nha, va tén bénh hoan dang thwong nay - dé la n€u c¢6 ai thay
thwong hai dwoe cho loai nguoi &Yy, chir riéng t6i thd’y khé ma dung thir -
hén da du db cd bé bing cich nio d6 va giét con bé. Ong khé c6 thé tin
dwore chuyén nhw thé€” ¢6 the xdy ra, nhwng ding 1a né da xay ra.”

“Khong bi€t ba c6 thé chi cho t6i noi...”

“T4t nhién roi. Ong khong ding thém ca phé sao?”

“Khong, xin cam on ba.”

Ba Drake ditng ddy. “C6 vé canh sét cho rang chuyén xdy ra khi moi
ngwoi dang choi tro R0ng tap trong phong an.”

Ba budc qua hanh lang, m& ctra, va véoi diéu b trinh trong cia mot

ngwoi ¢6 vinh hanh doén ti€p mdt doan khach tham quan phwong xa, ba chi



tay vé phia chi&c ban in 1&n va rém ctra s& bang nhung niing trich.

“Ldc d6 trong phong ra't tdi, ta't nhién r'oi, tree chi€c dia R0ng tap la phat
sang. Va gio...”

Ba dan hai vi khach qua hanh lang va mé& ctra cin phong nhd hon, trong
phong ké gh& banh, twong treo may birc tranh v& ngwoi cwdi nguwra va cac
gia sach.

“Phong doc sach,” ba Drake gidi thiéu, giong thodng run. “X06 nwdc da
dwore dat & day. Bén dudi c6 16t mot tA'm nhuya, ta't nhién r'6i.”

Ba Oliver khong theo ho vao phong ma dirng ngoai hanh lang.

“T6i khong ddm vao,” ba néi v&i Poirot. “N6 lai lam toi lién twedng qua
nhi€u.”

“Gio trong nay chfmg con gi dau,” ba Drake tran an. “T6i chi dang cho
Ong &y xem noi xay ra chuyén, theo y 6ng muén.”

“T6i doan,” Poirot néi, “khi 4y chic phdi c6 nudc - ri't nhiéu nuwde.”

“C6 nuwdre trong x0 chir, ta't nhién r'oi,” ba Drake dap.

Ba nhin Poirot nhw th€ trong d4u ba dang nghi 6ng van chua hiéu ra.

“Va nwdc 1énh ldng ca trén tAm nhua nita.” Poirot néi. “Y t6i 1a néu mot
dra tré bi nhan dau xudng nwdce, thi phadi cé nhiéu nudc bin tung tée ra
ngoai.”

“O, phai. Lic moi ngwdi choi trd cén téo, thi ching t6i cling da phai tiép
nwde vao thuing mot hai Tan roéi.”

“C4 k& di lam chuyén d6 nira phai khong? Héan chic cling phai bi wdt
nguwoti, toi co the tedng twong dwgc nhw vay.”

“DPiing, ding the’, toi tin the".”

“Khong ai chu y dén chi ti€t do6 sao?”



“Khéng, khdng, canh sit diéu tra da c6 hoi tdi vé chuyén nay. Ong thay
da’y, khi d6 da 1a cudi budi tiéc r'oi, ta't ca nhirng ngwoi tham dy déu trong
nhéch nhéc, hodc wot lwdt thwedt, hode dinh ddy bot. Nén chi tiét &y ¢6 vé
khéng phai 12 manh mdi hitu ich 18m. Y t6i 14 phia canh sét thy vay.”

“Dung vay,” Poirot dap. “T6i nghi manh m&1 duy nhat 1a chinh c6 bé
nan nhan. T6i hy vong ba c6 th€ néi cho t6i moi di€u ba bi€t vé c¢o bé ay.”

“Veé Joyce u?”

Ba Drake hoi 1ui lai. Nhw thé Joyce trong tam tri ba lic nay da 1ui vEé noi
xa x0i 14m khi&n ba ra't ngac nhién khi c6 ngudi goi nhic d&n co bé.

“Nan nhan ludn rat quan trong,” Poirot gidi thich. “Ba thdy da’y, nan
nhan thwong chinh 1a nguyén nhén caa vu 4n mang.”

“A, tOi cling nghi th&, phai, t6i hi€u y 6ng r'6i,” ba Drake voi dap, du ro
la khdng hi€u. “Vay ta quay lai phong khach ch?”

“Va sau d6 ba s& k& cho t6i vé Joyce,” Poirot nhic.

Ho tré lai phong khach ng6i.

Ba Drake c6 vé khong duwoc thodi mai 1m.

“T6i khong biét thuc tinh 6ng mudn tdi néi gi, Me-xi Poirot. Chic chin
moi thdng tin ¢An thiét 6ng c6 th€ dé dang 18y dwoc tir phia canh sét hodc
tr me cta Joyce. Kho thin, ba Yy hin 12 dau dén 15m, 6 13 the, nhung
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ma...

“Nhung diéu t6i mudén,” Poirot giai thich Ian nwra, “kh6ng phai la loi
danh gid cia m6t nguwoi me vé dira con gdi da mat. Ma la quan di€m tinh
tdo, khong thién vi tv mot ngwoi cd hi€u bi€t vé ban cha't con nguoi. T6i
phai néi, Ma-dam, ban than ba la m6t ngwoi nang nd tham gia cac hoat

dong cong dong va xa hdi. Toi cam doan khong ai ¢é thé nim dwoc tinh



cach va dic di€m cia moi nguoi & day chinh xac hon ba.”

“Cha - hoi khé. Y t6i 13 tré con lira tudi d6 - khoang mwdi hai mudi ba
gi do, t6i khong nho ro - tinh tinh giéng nhau ca.”

“A., chic chin 1a khong roi,” Poirot néi. “Ban tinh va didc di€m cta con
ngurdi thi 6 nhidu khdc biét 1on 14m chit. Ba ¢6 quy mén cd bé khong?”

Duwong nhw ba Drake thdy cau hdi ¢6 phan cham choc.

“Thi tAt nhién 12 tdi... téi c6 quy mén cb bé roi. Y tdi 13, thi, tré con dira
nao toi cling yéu quy. Hau nhuw ai cling vay.”

“A, riéng diém nay thi t6i khéng dong tinh v&i ba,” Poirot dap lai. “Cé
nhirng dira tré con t6i tha’y that khong thé€ wa noi.”

“Thé thi, t6i cling d0ng tinh, thoi budi bay gior ¢6 nhirng dira tré khong
dwoc nudi day can than 14m. Gio hinh nhw ngwoi ta cit phé mic cho nha
treong, va thé 12 bon tré 1om 1én s& sdng budng tha dé dii. Ty chon ban be
va - a, o, that dd’y, Me-xu Poirot.”

“Vay cd bé &y ¢ phai 12 mot dira tré dang mén hay khong?” Poirot nhic
lai, cwong quyét tim céu tra loi.

Ba Drake nhin 6ng vé khong hai long.

“Ong phai hi€u, Me-xir Poirot a, ring dira bé ddng thwong Ay da chét.”

“Da chét hay con song thi diéu nay cling d€u quan trong. Bi€t dau n€u
cd bé &y la nguoi ding mén thi da chgng cO al mudn gi€t, nhwng n€u
nguoec lai, thi...”

“Cha, toi thdy - chic chin vAn dé & diy khong phai 1a tinh tinh hay
pham chat réi, c6 phai khong?”

“Biét dau day. T6i cling nghe 1a cd bé tng tuyén bd minh da chirng

ki€n mot vu giét ngwoi.”



“0,1a chuyén d6,” ba Drake thdt Ién, vé khinh khinh.

“Ba khong tin 101 ctia ¢6 bé 1a that?”

“Thi, ta't nhién la khéng r6i. Chuyén &y 1o 1a v& van.”

“Vay tr ddu ma cd bé lai néi la nhirng 1oi Ay ?”

“Thi, t6i cho 1a bon tré dira nao ciing kha hao hirng khi thdy ba Oliver &
day. Ba 1a mot nguoi ra't noi ti€ng, ba hay nhd nhw the’, ban yéu dd'u a,” ba
Drake quay sang ba Oliver néi.

Tw “ban yéu ddu” dwoe cat lén & cudi cau dwong khong di kem “yéu
dau” nao ca.

“To1 nght n€u khong thi chfmg ai lai nhdc d&n chi dé kinh khing Ay,
nhung vi bon tré da td ra rd't phan khich khi dwore gdp nir tac gia noi ti€ng
nén...”

“Nén Joyce m&i néi la cd bé da ting chirng ki€n mot vu giét ngwoi dién
ra,” Poirot n6i vé suy nghi.

“Priing th&’, c6 bé ¢6 ndi gi d6 dai loai nhw vay. Lic 2y t6i khong d€ tam
nghe 14m.”

“Nhung ba ¢6 nhé ¢d bé néi nhw vay khong?”

“C6 chir, c6 bé da néi nhu thé. Nhung t6i da khong tin,” ba Drake dap.
“Chi caa Joyce suyt ng lién, ri't phai phép.”

“Vay la c6 bé da ra't byc bdi khi bi phan &ng nhw thé’, ¢6 phai khong?”

“Phai, n6 lai cang khing khang do 1a sy that.”

“C6 vé ding 1a c6 bé da ba hoa.”

“Ne€u ong da noi the', thi dung, toi cho la vay.”

“To6i van nghi biét dau 10 co bé lai 1a sy that,” Poirot noi.

“Chfmg co 1y nao! To1 chealng tin du chi mot gidy,” ba Drake ddp ngay.



“Joyce hay néi nhitng chuyén ngu ngdc nhu thé 1dm!”

“Vay ra d6 la mdt cd bé ngdc ng€ch?”

“Thi, con bé thudc ki€u thich khoe khoang gy chu y,” ba Drake dap.
“Ong biét daYy, con bé liic ndo ciing thich td ra minh tha’y nhiéu, 1am dwoc
nhiéu thi hon nhirng dra con gdi khac.”

“Khong phai 1a ngwoi ¢6 tinh cach dang mén r'6i,” Poirot két Iuén.

“Ping la khong that,” ba Drake ndéi. “La ki€u nguwoi 6ng cir phéi ludn
luén nhic im miéng thi ding hon.”

“Thé& nhirng dra tré khac ¢6 mét khi &y néi sao? Bon ching c6 té ra hao
hing khong?”

“Bon chiing cwoi nhao con bé,” ba Drake nh¢ lai. “Va ta't nhién con bé
cang byc minh hon.”

“Vay thi,” Poirot ditng 1én, “t6i mirng 1 dd c6 thém khing dinh tir phia
ba & chi ti€t nay,” dng lich sy cdi chao. “T6i xin cdo tw, Ma-dam, cam on
ba ra't nhiu vi da cho t6i xem hién treong xdy ra sy viéc dang ti€c. Toi hy
vong da khong khoi goi lai cho ba nhirng ky trc khong may dé chju.”

“Tat nhién r'oi, that dau don khi phai nh¢ lai nhitng chuyén ki€u nay,”
ba Drake d4p. “Khi &y tdi chi mong bira tiéc nho nhd clia minh dién ra su6n
sé. Ma ding la n6 da ra't thanh c6ng va moi nguoi da ra't vui vé cho dén khi
chuyén khiing khi€p nay xdy ra. DAu sao thi bay gio’ chiing ta chi c6 th€ c&
ging quén di. TAt nhién, that khong may 1a Joyce da ndi nhitng 1o ngdc
ngéch vé chuyén nhin thdy mot vu giét ngwoi.”

“«Oy Woodleigh Common chwa tirng ¢6 vu 4n mang nao hét sao?”

“Theo t6i nh¢ thi khong,” ba Drake dap.

“Trong thoi dai téi pham gia tang nhw hi€n nay,” Poirot tram ngam,



“nhw the¢’ chealng phai hoi ba't thwong sao?”

“Thi, t6i nhd mang mang hinh nhr ¢6 mot tai x& xe tai ting giét ban
hin, hay dai loai th&’, va nguwoi ta titng phét hién xdc mot bé gdi chon & md
d4 cach day khoang mudi 1im dim, nhung tir 14u 18m rdi. C4 hai vu déu 1a
nhitng toi 4c hén ha va khong dang chd y 1dm. Cha y&u 1a do rwou ca, toi
cho l1a the".”

“Ping la v&i nhirng dn mang &y thi m6t c6 bé mwoi mot muoi hai tudi
khé ma chieng kién dwore.”

“T6i thd'y gan nhw la khong. Va t6i c6 th€ cam doan v&i dng, Me-xir
Poirot, tuyén bd ctia 6 bé hdm 4%y chéic chén chi 14 d€ 14y le trede mit ddm
ban, va c6 thé con d€ thu hit sy chi y ciia nhan vat noi ti€ng 1a ba nha van
cua ching ta day.” Ba Drake nhin sang ba Oliver vé hoi lanh lung.

“Diing 12 161 cta t0i, 12 do tOi ¢6 mit tai bira tiéc hom &Yy,” ba Oliver noi.

“Qi, tat nhién 1a khong r'6i, ban yéu da'u, tAt nhién, t6i dau c¢6 ¥ d6.”

Roi khoi ng6i nha cuing ba Oliver, Poirot thé dai:

“M0ot noi hoan toan khong phu hop d€ ra tay gi€t nguoi,” ong 1én ti€ng
khi hai nguoi budc ra d&n cong. “Hoan canh khong hop, khong ¢é cam
giac bi kich qua khir nao 4m anh quanh day, khéng c¢6 nhan vat nao dang bi
giét, du doi khi t6i khong kiém ché& dwore cdi suy nghi chic thinh thoing
cling ¢6 ngwoi mudn gi€t ba Drake.”

“T6i hi€u y 6ng. Poi khi ba &y lam ngwoi khac phat byc. Ty cao ty dai
thai qua.”

“Chong ba &y 1a nguoi thé' nao?”

“O, ba Drake ban t6i 14 géa phu. Chéng ba &y ma't da dwoc mot hai nim

nay roi. Bi viém tdy va nam liét may nam troi. HOi tredre hinh nhw ong 8y



lam ngin hang, 6ng ch'éng ba 47y thich van dong va choi thé thao 1dm, ldc
thanh ph& nhan nhu vay dng &y ra't chdn ghét khi phai tir bd tAt ci va nim
mot chd.”

“Ch4c chén réi.” Poirot dong tinh, r'oi 14i chi dé vé lai co bé Joyce.
“No6i t6i nghe, trong s& nhirng ngwoi nghe dugc cd bé Joyce k€ chirng kién
vu 4n mang, c6 ai té ra tin la that khong?”

“Toi cling khong rd ntra. Téi cho 1a khong.”

“Vi du nhw nhitng dtra tré khac chzatng han?”

“Thi t6i dang nghi dén bon tré da’y. Khong, t6i khong nghi 1a ching tin
loi Joyce néi. Bon tré déu nghi né dyng chuyén.”

“Ba cling nghi thé"a?”

“Thi, dang la t61 cing khong tin,” ba Oliver dap, n6i thém: “Tat nhi€n
ba Drake mudn coi nhw vy gi€t ngwoi nay chua tieng xay ra, nhung ba &y
dau ¢6 chirng minh dwore gi, ¢6 phai khong?”

“T6i ¢6 the hi€u sy viéc niy v&i ba 4y chic 1a dau dén 14m.”

“T6i cling cho la the’,” ba Oliver dong tinh, “nhwng t6i c6 cam gidc bay
gior ba Ay dang dan dé chju hon khi nhic t&i chuyén nay. Téi tin ba Ay
khong thich phai gitr trong long.”

“Ba c6 quy mén ba &y khong?” Poirot hoi. “Ba thay ba Drake cé déng
mén khong?”

“Ong toan hoéi ding nhitng cau khé nha't. Toan cham nhitng van dé khé
ndéi,” ba Oliver nhin xét. “C6 cam gidc nhw 6ng chi d€ y chuyén nguoi ta
c6 phdi la ngwoi dang mén hay khoéng vdy. Rowena Drake 1a ki€u nguoi
hdng hdch, thich ndm d4u chi dao nguwdi khac va moi thi. C6 ldc ba ta di

chi dao cd vung nay &y chx. Nhung lai lam rat t6t. Con tiy xem Ong c6



thich dang phu ntr khodi chi huy ngwoi khac hay khéng. Toi thi khong hirng
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1am. ..

“Thé& con me cd bé Joyce ma chiing ta sip gip day?”

“Ba ay thi ding la ngwoi dang mén. C6 phan ngo ngéch, t6i thd'y vay.
That t6i nghi€p. Con gi kinh khing hon khi con gai minh bi giét, c6 phai
khong? Pa thé moi ngwoi & ddy con nghi vu nay lién quan dé€n cuong
hi€p.”

“Nhung dau c6 bang ching cho thd’y nan nhan bj tin cdng tinh duc, toi
hi€u 1a vay, phai khong?”’

“Khong c6, nhieng moi ngwei thich nghi ¢6 nhirng thir t6i té nhw thé xady
ra. S& khién cau chuyén thém phan gay can. Ong hidu ngudi doi thé nao
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ma.

“Ta nhirng twdng la ta hi€u, nhung doi khi, hoa ra ching ta chaalng bi€t
gi.”

“PE€ cd ban Judith Butler cua tdi dwa 6ng dén gap ba Reynolds thi c6
phai 1a t6t hon khong? Hai ngwoi &y kha than nhau, chi t6i thi lai 1a nguoi
la.”

“Thoi, ching ta cit Jam nhw di sp x&p di.”
“Chwong trinh may tinh ti€p tuc hoat dong,” ba Oliver [am bam chong

doi.



CHUONG 7

Hoan toan trdi ngwoc v&i ba Drake, ba Reynolds khong toat 1én chit gi goi
la ty tin dinh dac. Thadm chi xem ra ba chwa ting bao gio ¢6 dwgc cdi than
thai 2.

Khi ti€p Poirot, ba midc bd vdy tang den truy€n thong, tay cam chat
chi&€c khan mui xoa &m, va ro rang luén c6 the€’ khdc 0a ba't ¢ ldc nao.

“Ba that tir t&,” ngwoi phu nir khon kho néi voi ba Oliver, “khi da moi
ban vé day d€ gitp chdng t6i.” Ba dat ban tay con am wdt vao tay cla
Poirot, mét nhin dng nghi ngai. “Va n&u nhw 6ng c6 th€ gitp dwoc chiit gi,
t6i chic chin s& ra't biét on, dit bay gic thi ta't cid déu da muon. Chflng co gi
cé th€ dem con bé tr& lai, t0i nghi€p nd. C nghi dén théi da thd’y kinh
khiing r'6i. Ai lai n& xudng tay gi€t hai mot dira bé & tudi ay? Gid ma con
t6i c6 the€ kéu ciru dwoce - di toi tin 12 hin da dim dAu con bé xudng nudc
ngay tirc khic va ghi that chit. Oi, nghi d&n thdi 12 ti chiju khong néi roi.
T61 that khong chiu dworce.”

“Qua thyec 1a vay, Ma-dam, t6i cling khong mudén lam ba thém dau bu'on.
Xin hay tam khong nghi d&€n chuyén nay ntra. T6i chi mu6n hoi ba mot s6
cau hai d¢ gidp... gilip cho viéc tim ki€m ké da gi€t con gai ba. Toi cho la

chinh ba cting khong nghi ra dwogc 1a ai c6 thé’ l1am viéc nay?”



“Lam sao ma toi biét dwoc ch? Toi cheamg nghi dwoc ai cd, y toi la,
trong s0 nhitng nguoi s6ng ¢ vung nay. Pay 1a mdt noi yén binh. Hang
x6m lang giéng & diy déu la nhitng nguoi ti t€. Toi d6 1a ké nao d6, mot
gi khon kiép ndo d6 da 1&n vao qua dudng cira s6. C6 18 hin mdi ding ma
tdy hay gi d6 cling nén. Hén ta thd'y 4nh dén va nhan ra c¢é mot bira tiéc,
vy 12 hén 1én vao.”

“Ba ¢6 chéc hung thd 12 nam gi¢i?”

“O, phai 1a dan ong r'6i.” Ba Reynolds dap, c6 phan ngac nhién. “Tdi
chic chin d6 12 nam gi¢i. Chr 1am sao c6é th& 1a phu nit dwoc, phai
khong?”

“MOot phu ntr thi van du stec.”

“Thi, t6i nghi 14 tdi hi€u y dng mudn néi. Y ong la ni gidi ngay nay
khde manh hon triede kia. Nhwng ho sé khong lam mot chuyén toi t€ nhw
th& nay dau. To6i chic chin ddy. Joyce chi 1a mot dira bé, m&i mwdi ba tusi
dau.”

“T6i khong mudn & day lau d€ lam ba thém dau budn, Ma-dam, cling
khong mudn hoi qua nhiéu cau héi. Riéng vi€c &'y tdi tin la canh sat da lam
ca roi, va toi cling khong mudn dao sau thém vao nhirng ky rc dau thwong.
Chi 1a t6i mudn hoi vé loi n6i clia cd bé tai bira ti€c. T6i khdong nhidm thi ba
khong c6 mat khi ay?”

“A, khong. Dao gan ddy sirc khde caa toi khong dwoc tdt, ma chuahn bi
tiéc cho tré con thi dau d4u 14m. Tdi 14i xe dwa ching dén, sau dé quay lai
don. Ca ba dira di cuing nhau, 6ng biét dd’y. Ann, con gdi Ion cda t6i, ndm
nay né muoi sdu, va ca Leopold gan mwoi mot tudi. Vay Joyce da néi
nhirng gi?”

“Ba Oliver ¢c6 mat & d6 s€ k€ lai cho ba nghe chinh xac. Toi tin la c6 bé



da néi minh tirng chirng ki€n mot vu giét nguoi.”

“Joyce sao? Oi, khdng c6 chuyén con bé néi nhitng 161 'y ddu. N6 thi c6
the chirng ki€n dwoee vu dn mang nao ch?”

“Thi, c¢6 vé& moi ngwoi khac cling nghi chuyén &y la khong the,” Poirot
tiép 10i. “T6i chi thic méic liéu ba cé tin diéu &'y khong. Co bé c6 bao gior
k€ cho ba nghe chuyén nao nhw th&”khong?”

“Chirng ki€n mdt vu giét ngwoi a? Joyce sao?”

Poirot gidi thich: “Ba chéc ciing hi€u 13 nhitng dita tré & fAm tudi Ay
thich phong dai khi dung ttr gi€t nguoi. Co6 the chi la ai d6 bi xe dam, hodc
la bon tré danh nhau va mot dira trong dam day ban xu6ng dong nuwdc hay
roi qua cAu. Theong bon ching néi vdy ma khong ¢6 y gi, nhung lai dan
dén hé qua khong may.”

“T6i thi khong nghi nhirng tai nan nhw th€ c¢6 th€ xdy ra quanh day
khié¢n cho Joyce nhin thd’y, v con bé tuyét ddi chua hé nhic dén chuyén
ndy v&i toi. Han 12 né néi dua.”

“Cd bé c6 vé& chic chin 18m,” ba Oliver xen vao. “Joyce khiing khing 1a
chuyén d6 c6 that va c6 bé da chirng kién.”

“C6 ai & d6 tin 1oi né khdng?” ba Reynolds hai.

“T61 khong bi€t.” Poirot dap.

“Theo tbi thd’y thi khéng,” ba Oliver ndi, “hodc ¢6 the€ moi ngwoi khong
mudn ndi ho tin d€, a, thi, khuy&n khich c6 bé.”

“Moi ngudi nghiéng theo hwdng ch& gidu Joyce va néi c6 bé bija
chuyén,” Poirot n6i thaalng, khong nhe nhang nhw ba Oliver.

“Cha, ho nhu vay that 1a khong ti t€,” ba Reynolds néi. “Chealng 1€ ho

nghi Joyce c¢6 th€ néi d6i vé chuyén nghi€m trong nhw vay.” Mat ba do 1é€n



vi tire gian.

“T6i bi€t. Khé ma c¢6 chuyén d6.” Poirot n6i. “Kha nang cao hon 1a, biét
dau c6 bé da nham 14n khi chitng kiénh mot s viéc nao dé ma cd bé nghi c6
the goi 1a mot vu giét ngwoi. Mot vu tai nan chéng han.”

“Néu th& thi con bé hin da k& véi toi roi chik, ding khong?” ba
Reynolds noéi, van chwra ngudi gian.

“Ciing c6 th€,” Poirot tra loi. “Vay la Joyce chwa teng dé cap dén
chuyén nao nhw vay trong qua kh? Ba c6 th€ quén mat. Nhat 1a néu
chuyén chéng cO gi quan trong.”

“Y 6ng la khi nao?”

“Chting t6i khong 16,” Poirot ddp. “Vudng méc 1 & chd nay. C6 thé 1a
ba tuan tredc - hodc ba nam triedc. Co bé da ndi minh con ‘kha nhd’ vao
thoi diém d6. Theo mdt ¢6 bé muwdi ba tudi thi khi ndo 1a ‘khd nhd’? Ching
1€ khdng c6 vu viéc chdn dong nao xay ra quanh diy ma ba nhé duorc sao?”

“O, tdi nghi 1a khong. Y tdi 13, téi c6 nghe ngwdi ta ban tdn, hoic 1a doc
trén bdo. Ong biét dd’y, may vu chi em phu ni bj ti'n cong, hoic giita mot
cd gai tré v&i anh nguwoi yéu. Nhitng chuyén dai loai nhw thé. Nhung nhw
toi nho thi chealng ¢ vu nao nghiém trong ca, khong dén mirc d€ Joyce chu
y dac biét hay dai loai nhu the".”

“Nhung né€u Joyce ca quy€t la da chirng ki€n mot vu an mang, thi ba c6
tin c6 bé khong?”

“Con bé s€ khong ndi ra nhirng loi d6 néu né khdng thye sy tin 1a vay,
phéi khong nao?” ba Reynolds kién quy€t. “Theo t6i con bé hin da nham
14n dau do.”

“Phai, cling c6 the.” Poirot dong tinh, roi héi, “Khong biét t6i c6 the ndi



chuyén voi hai nguoi con cua ba, hai dira tré ¢c6 mat & bira tiéc ay?”
“A, td't nhién r'6i, nhung toi khong hi€u 6ng mudn biét gi tir hai dira né.
Ann dang 6n thi cho ky thi trinh d6 A trén Tau, con Leopold thi & ngoai

vuon 14p ghép mo hinh mdy bay.”

Cau bé Leopold kha mép, gwong mat phing phinh. Cau nhéc dwong nhw
hoan toan tdp trung vao viéc 14p rdp va chfmg maYy d€ tam dén sy c6 mat
ctia Poirot. Phdi mat mot lic cau bé mdi td ra 1ing nghe nhirng ciu hdi.

“Chau ¢6 mit & d6, ding khong, Leopold? Chau cé nghe 1o chi gai
minh néi. C6 bé da néi nhieng gi?”

“A, ¥ bdc 12 vé vu 4n mang d6 ha?” Leopold hdi lai, giong ngao ngan.

“Phai, chinh 1a nd,” Poirot tra 1oi. “Chi chdu néi tirng nhin thdy mdt vu
an mang. C6 that 1a Joyce ting nhin thad’y chuyén nhw vay khong?”

“Khong, ta't nhién 1a khong ro61,” Leopold ddp. “Lam quai gi c6 ai bi gi€t
dé€ cho chi 2y thay? Pung ki€u cua Joyce, ki€u dé6 do.”

“Y chéu 12 sao? Pung kiéu ctia Joyce?”

“Khoe khoang khodc l4c,” Leopold néi, cdm cii cdt mot soi day, mili
thé manh. “Chj &y la ki€u con gai hét sirc ngu ngdc. Ki€u chuyén gi cling
dam néi d€ gay chd y 8y.”

“Vay la chdu tin chi minh dwng chuyén?”

Leopold chuyé&n hudng 4nh mét vé phia ba Oliver.

“Chdu dodn 1a chj &y da cd tinh giy chi y voi ba mot chit. Ba viét



truyén trinh thdm ma, ding khong a? Theo chéu thi chi 2%y da bia ra chuyén
nhw thé” d€ ba chd y t&i chi &y hon nhirng dira khac.”

“Nghe ciing ¢6 vé giong Joyce ding khong?”” Poirot noi.

“Oi, chj &y chuyén gi ma chealng dam noéi,” Leopold chan chwong dap.
“Coma chdu cd la cheamg c6 ai them tin chi dau.”

“Lic d6 chau c¢6 nghe khong? Chinh chéau ¢ nghi 1a s€ ¢6 ngwoi tin 1o
Joyce khong?”

“Thi chau c6 nghe chi &y ndéi, nhueng chau chealng d€ tam. Beatrice cuoi
nhao chi &y, ca Cathie nira. Ho néi cdi gi ma ‘Chuyén that khé tin’ hay dai
loai vay.”

Th&’y c6 vé ching khai thac thém dworc gi tir Leopold, hai ngwdi 1én Mu
gidp Ann. C6 bé trong c6 vé gia din hon tudi muwdi sdu, dang cidm cdi trén
ban gitra nhtrng ch'dng sach vo.

“Vang, ding, chau cé dén bwra ti€c,” ¢6 bé noi.

“Vay chéu c6 nghe em gai n6i gi lién quan d€n mot vu 4n mang khéng?”

“0, c¢6 chtt, chau c6 nghe né néi. Co' ma chau chealng de'y.”

“Chdu khong tin d6 1a sy that?”

“Tat nhién la khong that roi. O vung nay lau nay ¢ vu gi€t ngwoi nao
dau. Chau nh¢ 1a nhiéu nam nay chaalng c6 vu 4n mang thye sy nao cd.”

“Vay theo chau tai sao cd bé lai n6i vay?”

“Oi, con bé Ay thich th& hién 1m. Y chdu 13 h'6i con séng né thich the
hién. N6 ting k& cad mot cau chuyén ly ky 1a né di du lich An D6 ra sao.
Nha chau c6 mot chu di tau sang dé va thé 1a con bé ndi doi 1a n6é dwore di
cung. R&t nhi€u dira con gai & treong da tin loi nd.”

“Vay chau khdng nhd dwoe ba't clir vu an mang nao xay ra trong ving



khoang ba bdn nam tré lai day sao?”

“Khoéng a, chi c6 nhitng chuyén binh thwong,” Ann néi. “Y chau 1a
nhirng vu ma moi ngwdi van hay doc trén bdo tin tiec hang ngay Ay, va cling
khong xay ra & Woodleigh Common nay dau. Cac vy pham tdi da phan 1a &
Medchester, n€u chau khong [am.”

“Ann, ban than chdu nghi ngo ai da giét em gdi? Chdu chic c6 biét ban
be cd bé, thi ¢ 1€ ciing biét ca nhirng ngwoi khong wa em chau chr?”

“Chau khong th€ twdng twong noi lai ¢ ngwoi mudn gi€t con bé. Chau
doén hin phai 1a mot ké tdm than dién dai nao d6. Chw ai lai no 1am vay,
dung khong a?”

“Vay la khong ¢6 ai, vi du nhw ting cai nhau v&i cd bé, hodc 1a khong
chiu noi co bé chf:ing han?”

“Y bdc 1a con bé c6 ké thit khong 4? That xuah ngdc. That ra dau cé ai
c6 ké thu. Chi 1a vai ngwoi ma minh khong wa thoi.”

Khi hai vi khach chuan bj roii khdi phong, Ann ca't 1ov:

“Ché4u khong mudn néi xa'u vé Joyce, vi ddu sao con bé ciing da chét, va
nhw thé thi khdng dworc hay cho 14m, nhung thuc sy con bé 13 dira chuyén
néi doi, bac biet day. Y chau 1a, chdu ciing khong vui vé& gi khi phai néi

nhw vay v€ em gai minh, nhueng dung thé" day a.”

“Chung ta c6 tim thém dwgc gi khong?” ba Oliver hdi Poirot khi hai nguoi
roi khoi can nha ctia cd bé xau so.

“Khong hé,” Hercule Poirot dap. “Thé& nay qua that thd vi,” vi tham t&



tram ngam.

Ba Oliver nhin 6ng vé khong dong tinh.



CHUONG 8

S4u gio toi & ngdi nha Ngon Thong. Hercule Poirot cin miéng xiic xich,
sau d6 nhap ti€p modt ngum tra. Tra qua ddm, va voi Poirot ma néi, thuce sy
khong nudt ndi. Xic xich thi lai khac, cwc ky ngon, dwgrc ché€ bi€n hoan
hao. Ong nhin vé phia cudi ban, sau binh tra nau Ia gia chii, ba Mckay dang
ngoi, vé day cam kich.

Elspeth Mckay trdi ngwgrc hoan toan v&i cdu em Spence. Trong khi 6ng
thanh tra ddng ngwoi cao 16n bé vé, thi ba lai gy nhdng. Gwong mit thon
nhon cda ba toat 1€n vé lanh lgi. Ngwoi ba manh nhw mot sgi chi, thé’
nhung gitra hai ngudi van c6 nhitng diém twong d6ng. RS nha't 1 d6i mét
va khuon ham banh dic trung. Ca hai ngwoi nay, Poirot thdm nghi, déu ¢6
dau 6c va kha nang phan doan dang tin cdy. Ho ¢6 the ¢6 cach thé hién khac
nhau. La ngwoi suy nghi thdu ddo va than trong, thanh tra Spence thwong
cham rai va can than. Ba McKay thi khac, ludn v6 vap, nhanh va nhay, nhw
mot con meo khi bit chudt vay.

“Tinh cach cta c6 bé,” Poirot Ién ti€ng, “co the gidp t6i lam sang td
nhiéu diéu. Joyce Reynolds 4y. Cho nén diy chinh la di€m khién toi thic
méc nhat.”

Dt 101, 6ng nhin Spence to mo.



“Ong hai toi thi toi chju r'6i,” Spence tra 1. “T6i song & ddy chwa lau.
Tt nha't nén hoi Elspeth.”

Poirot lai nhin sang phia cudi ban, nhwén may cho doii. Ba McKay tra
101 séc sdo nhw moi khi:

“Theo t6i, c6 bé ding ki€u dira tré hay néi d6i.”

“Khong thudc dang ba cé thé€'tin cdy khi cd bé k& chuyén?”

Elspeth ldc dau qua quyét.

“Khong dau. Joyce dam bia chuyén d€ ndi, va ndi tréi chdy nhw that 1a
ding khdc. Tdi chic chin khong bao gio tin 101 con bé d6 dau.”

“Vi du nhw néi d&i v&i d€ ra oai v&i nguoi khac sao?”

“Ping nhw the’ ddy. Ho c6 k& cho dng nghe chuyén An o ding khong?
R4t nhiéu ngwoi da tin. Gia dinh Ay ¢6 di choi xa dip 1. Pi du lich nwdc
nao d6. Toi khong rd 1a 6ng bo” hay ba me, hay c6 chi gi dé, nhung cé
ngudi dd sang An Do va co bé tré vé tir may dot nghi 1& d6 v&i ca dong
chuyén, k€'1€'1a né da dwoc dwa di choi d&€n xir &'y cling ngwoi than ra sao.
N6 bia ra dwoc cd mot cau chuyén ly ky. C6 hin mot Maharajah v&i mot
cudc sidn hS va by voi cdc tht - 4i ch, nghe cling hAp din lot 15 tai 18m,
nén rat nhiéu ngwdi quen Hoang t¢ An Do clia c¢6 bé & diy tin 1 né.
Nhwng tdi ¢6 th€ néi ngay l1a né dwng chuyén. M&i dau t6i chi cho 1a né
phéng dai thdi. Nhing mdi I'4n né k& 1a cAu chuyén lai dwore thém thit mot
chit. Cang ngay cang nhiéu ho, n€u 6ng hi€u y td6i. Nhiéu hon rd't nhiéu
voi s& lwong ¢6 the ¢6 ngoai doi. Va né thém ca voi nira. T6i cling da biét
twr triede 1a con bé d6 von hay di ba hoa nhirng chuyén khong that ay.”

“Ludn chi d€ thu hit chd y?”
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“A, 6ng néi ding r'oi ddy. C6 bé nay 1a chia thich thu hit sy chi .



“Néu chi vi mot dira tré tng k€ vé mot chuyén du lich ma né chwa bao
gior di,” thanh tra Spence xen vao, “thi chi khong th€ két luan la tat ca
nhirng chuyén kho tin né toeng k&€ déu la néi doi hét.”

“C6 the’'1a khong,” Elspeth néi, “nhung tdi dam ca da sd 1a néi doi.”

“Vay theo ba, néu Joyce Reynolds néi v&i moi ngwoi chuyén né ting
ching kién mot vu gi€t nguoi, thi ba ¢6 nghi cd bé dang bia chuyén va sé€
khong tin loi cia n$?”

“To1 s€ nghi vay da’y,” ba c6 McKay dap.

“Biét dau trong treong hop nay chi Tam,” em trai ba phan bac.

“Phai, ai cling c6 th€ sai [am.” Ba McKay ndi ti€p. “Gidng nhuw ngay
xwa ¢6 chuyén cau bé hay tri hd ‘Cé s6i, ¢ s6i’, va vi lira moi nguwoi qua
nhiéu [an nén dén khi c6 séi that thi khong ai chiu tin ciu ta nwra, theé”1a con
s6i bét cau ta.”

“Vay ba sé két luan la...”

“Toi van tin 12 ¢d bé Joyce 4y c6 th€ da khong néi sy that. Nhwng t6i 1a
ngwoi cong tim. Bi€t dau Ian nay né ndi that. Cling ¢ thé€ né da nhin thay
gi d6. Khong dén mirc nhw 101 k€ cho moi ngwoi, nhwng ¢6 theé'la chuyén gi
de.”

“Thém ntra 1a c6 bé bi giét,” thanh tra Spence néi. “Chi phai nhé diéu
nay ntra, Elspeth a. Co bé da khi€n minh bj gi€t.”

“Pung vay,” ba McKay thtra nhan. “Thé nén t6i mdi ndi 1a c6 the tdi da
phén xét sai vE cO bé. Va néu dung vy, thi cho t6i xin 18i. Nhwng hay thi
hoi ba't e ai bi€t Joyce, ho déu s€ ndi voi cc vi 1a ¢6 bé &y ndi d6i thanh
ban tinh. Khi &y né dang & mot bira ti€c ma, nhé khong? Va né phan

khich, c6 th€ mudn giy an twong chéng han.”



“Qua thwre, da khong ai tin 1o ¢6 bé,” Poirot néi.

Elspeth McKay 14c dau vé ta't nhién.

“Liéu c6 bé c6 the' thay ai bi gi€t day?” Poirot hdi, hét nhin tw ngwoi chi
dén ciu em.

“Lam gi c6 ai co’ chir,” ba McKay qua quyét.

“(¥ day chic chén phai c6 ngwdi chét chi,” Poirot néi. “Thi du nhw tAm
ba ndm tré lai chflng han.”

“Q, céi d6 thi dwong nhién r'oi,” Spence néi. “Nhwng toan nhitng nguoi
mat vi tudi cao, hodac nhirng ngwoi khuyét tit, hodc nhitng ngwoi 6ng biét
la khong s6ng lau dwoce - hay ¢6 th€ 1a mot vu ddm xe ché€t nguoi r'oi bo
chay...”

“Khong c6 ai chét bat thwong hodc dot ngdt sao?”

“Thi...” Elspeth ngdp ngung. “Thi cling...”

Spence ti&p 1i: “T6i da ghi ra dwoe vai cdi tén roi day.” Ong day manh
gid'y vé phia Poirot. “Tranh cho 6ng mot chiit ric rdi, d& phai di hoi lung
tung.”

“Pay déu la nhirng ngwoi 6ng cho 1a nan nhan?”

“Cling chwra d&€n mirc ay. Ki€u nhw ¢6 kha nang 1a vay.”

Poirot doc 1on: “Ba Llewellyn-Smythe. Charlotte Benfield. Janet White.
Lesley Ferrier...” Ong chot khung lai, nhin vé phia cudi ban, va doc lai céi
tén dau ti€n. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe.

”Cé6 th& da’y,” ba McKay néi. “Phai roi, biét dau 6ng lai nim dworc gi tr
d6.” Ba néi thém mot twr gi d6 nghe nhw “opera.”

“Opera? Nhac kich sao?” Poirot nhin khé hiéu, dng chwa nghe ai nhic

dén v& nhac kich nao ca.



“Tw dung mot budi tdi bi€n dau mat,” Elspeth noéi, “roi biét tam tich
ludn.”

“Ba Llewellyn-Smythe ma't tich sao?”

“Khong, khong. C6 géi opera &y. CO ta ¢6 thé cho gi d6 vao thudc, cling
khong khé 18m. R6i dwoc thira hwdng hét khodn tién kéch si, c¢é phai
khong nhi - hodc it nha't lic d6 c6 ta da tin theé?”

Poirot nhin sang phia Spence, cho dgii mot lovi gidi thich.

“Va roi chaalng ai nghe tung tich gi clia ¢O ta nira,” ba McKay van tiép
tuc. “Cac c6 gdi ngoai qudc ai cling vay ca.”

bén day Poirot chot méi hi€u ti “opera” 1a tw dau ma ra.

“Mot c6 6-pe*,” 6ng noi.

“Ping vdy. Co ta sdng cung mot ba 1on tudi, va sau khi ba ay chét
chirng mot hai tuén, c6 d-pe cling biét tam.”

“T6i doan la bd nha theo mot ga nao d6,” Spence néi.

“N€u vay sao chéng ai biét hén ta 12 ai,” Elspeth tiép. “Ma thwong thi
may chuyén niy & ddy ngwoi ta hay ban ra tin vao 14m, ai hen ho yéu
dwong ai ho déu bi€t ca.”

“C6 ai & day nghi ngo cdi chét ctia ba Llewellyn-Smythe khéng?” Poirot
thic méc.

“Khong. Ba &y bi bénh tim. Bac si d€n tham bénh ba &y thwong xuyén.”

“Nhwng sao Ong lai d€' tén ba &y dau tién trong danh sach nan nhan vay
ban hién?”

“Thi, ba &y 12 mot phu ni¥ gidu c6, ra't gidu 12 ddng khdc. C4i chét cia ba
dy khong bat ngo, ma la dot ngdét. N6i khong chung, dé€n ca bac si

Ferguson cling ngac nhié€n, du c6 th€ la chi do6i chat thoi. Toi dodn 6ng bac
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sT vAn nghi ba 4y s€ sOng l4u hon dwgc mot chit. Nhung nghé bac si thi
hay gip nhitng chuyén ngac nhién ki nay 1dm. Ba &y ciing khong phai
dang bénh nhan chju nghe 101 bac si. Pa dwoc din l1a khong dwoc lam viée
qua strc, nhung ba &y ¢ mo6t myc lam nhirng gi minh thich. Vi duy, ba Yy
mé lam vwon, ma viéc nang nhoc d6 thi lai chéng c6 loi cho bénh tim.”

Elspeth McKay ti€p tuc cau chuyén.

“Ba Llewellyn-Smythe don dén day khi sirc khde da xudng doc. Truoc
d6 ba &y sdng & nwdc ngoai, sau chuyén vé diy cho gan gilii chdu trai chau
gdi, la 6ng ba Drake aYy, va mua khu biét thy t€n 1a Md D4. Mot tda nha
rong thoi Victoria, trong vieon ¢6 mot mo dda bd hoang, thé nén ba 4y mdi
thich, do ¢6 kha nang stra sang lai cai mo da d6. Ba &y chi vai ngan bang d¢
stra md da thanh mot khu vweon chim*, hodc dai d€ vay. Thué hén mot tho
xdy vweon canh tr Wisley hay ddu d6 & xa vé tan ddy d€ thiét k&, Oi, t6i
phai néi 1, khu virdn canh Ay ddng chiém ngwong 14m.”

“T6i s€& dén tham khu vwon,” Poirot néi. “Biét dau da’y, khong chung nd
lai goi y cho t6i diéu gi.”

“Phai r'di, toi ma 1a 6ng toi sé di ngay. Rt dang d& nhin ngam.”

“Va khi ndy ba néi ba &y ra't giau?” Poirot hoi.

“Go6a phu cia mot nha dong tau. Ba &y ¢6 ¢ nii tién chir ch?ing choi.”

“Ba 13o chét thi khong ba't ngdr, nhung hét stec ddt ngdt.” Spence nhic
lai. “Khong ai nghi ngo’ nguyén nhan nao khac ngoai 1y do bénh tinh twy
nhién. Bi truy tim, hay cdi t€n dai thoong gi d6 ma béc si hay dung. Pong
mach vanh gi d6.”

“Va khong ai yéu cau diéu tra?”

Spence 14c dau.
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“Chuyén nhw thé nay ciing khong ¢6 gi 1a mai,” Poirot néi. “Mot phu niv
16 tudi dwore dan do 1a phai can than, khong nén chay 1én chay xudng céau
thang, khong nén lam vwon cwc nhoc, van van va van van. Nhwng néu 6ng
gap ding phai mét ba thich van dong, ca doi say mé lam vwon va luén lam
nhirng thir minh thich, thi thwong ba &y khong chiu nghe loi dén ctia bac si
dau.”

“Ping day, ba lao Llewellyn-Smythe da stra sang lai md da rat tuyét
voi, ma ding hon 1a nghé nhan canh quan kia lam. Mat d&€n ba bon nam
ddYy, anh ta va ba chd. Ba &y twng nhin thdy khu vwon, & Ireland thi phai,
khi di mot chuyén tham quan cdc khu veon do National Trust* td chirc.
Hoc héi tir d6 nén ho da hd bién cho mi€ng da't tré thanh mdt noi tuyét
dep. Oi, 6ng phai nhin tdn mét thi méi tin dwore.”

“The thi day la cai chét ty nhi€n,” Poirot noi, “c6 bac si dia phwong xéc
nhan. C6 phai 12 vi bac s ma 6ng c6 nhic & diy phai khong? Ma tdi sip sira
gap day?”

“Béc si Ferguson, phdi, 6ng a8y fam sdu muwoi tudi, mot bac si gidi va &
day ai cing quy mén.”

“Nhung hai vi nghi ngor cdi chét cia ba &y ¢6 kha nang 1a bj sat hai?
Con 1y do nao khac ngoai nguyén nhan chét ty nhién ching ta da ban t&i
khong?”

“V1i du nhw do ¢6 gai opera d6,” Elspeth néi.

“Tai sao?”

“Thi, ¢6 ta chic han da lam gia di chdc. Ch khong thi con ai vao day
nwa?”

“Xin ba néi 16 t6i bi€t,” Poirot néi. “Vu lam gia di chic 1a nhw thé nao?”
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“O thi, ldc 1am thd tuc ching thuc di chic, hay gi gi d6 dai loai th€’, da
ndy sinh chit 6n a0.”

“C6 mét di chiic m&i sao?”

“Ho goi la gi &y nhi, bd gi d&’y, mdt ban di chic bo sung.”

Elspeth nhin vé phia Poirot, khéng chéc chén 1dm. Ong khé& gat dau.

“Trwde d6 ba &y da 1ap vai ban di chidc,” Spence néi thém. “Tat ca noi
dung déu gan nhw nhau. G6m cac khoan d€ lai cho quy tw thién, chit tai
san cho nhtrng nguoi gidp viéc 1au ndm, nhung phian 1on gia tai déu d€ lai
hét cho 6ng chdu va ba vo. Ho 1a ho hang thén thich voi ba 8y.”

“Thé& con ban b6 sung nay?”

“P¢ lai toan bd cho cd gdi opera d6,” Elspeth nédi, “Vi tdm long va sy
cham séc tan tinh cua c6 &y. Hay dai d€ the".”

“Vay xin hay cho t61 bi€t thém veé cb 4-pe nay.”

“C6 ta d&n tr nwdre ndo d6 & Trung Au. Nude gi d6 ¢6 tén dai dai.”

“Co &Yy t&i & cung ba Llewellyn-Smythe dwoc bao 1au?”

“Chi khoang hon mot nam théi.”

“Hai vi lu6n goi ba &y 1a ba 130. Chinh xdac thi ba &y bao nhi€u tu6i?”

“Tam hon sdu mwoi. Chic sdu muwoi 1dm, sau muwoi sdu.”

“Thé& cling dAu gia 1dm,” Poirot néi, hoi chanh 1ong.

“Ba &y lam vai ban di chic r'oi, ngwoi ta d6n the”,” Elspeth ndi. “Spence
ma&i néi roi day, da s& déu nhw nhau ca. Tang chiit tién cho mdt vai quy tw
thién, c6 1€ ba &y chi thay d6i quy nao v&i quy nao thdi, hodc stra lai vai gia
san cho nhitng nguwoi gidp viéc lau nadm la cung. Nhwng phan 1on gia tai
déu d¢€ lai hét cho nguwoi chau rudt va chau diu, va to6i khong nhdm c6 ca

mot anh em ho 1on tuGi nao d6, nhwng cling da mat trede ba &y. Ba &y d€



lai cdn nha gb ba 4y x4y cho anh the 1am vwon kia, d€ anh ta mudn song &
dé6 bao lau tuy y, cing mot khoan chu cap d€ anh &y ti€p tuc cham séc khu
veon md dd, va m& ctra veon cho cong ching tham quan. Pai loai nhw
the"”

“T6i dodn gia dinh d3 cho rang ba 4y dau 6¢ khong dwoc minh man 14m,
bi uy hi€p hay chiju tic ddng tir bé€n ngoai ma viét chaamg han?”

“Theo t6i cling ¢6 the ho da tin th&,” Spence ndi. “Nhwng cac luat sw,
nhw t6i néi, da chirng minh dwgc ngay 1a ¢ sy gid mao. R0 rang 1a ban bo
sung d6 1am gia khong khéo 1dm. Ho di chi ra dwoc gan nhw ngay 1ap tic.”

“T d6 mé&i 10 ra 1a ¢ gdi opera Ay lam gid gid’y to kha dé,” Elspeth
ti&p 101. “Ong thiy ddy, cd A’y di thay ba Llewellyn-Smythe viét ri't nhiéu
thw tee va hinh nhw ba Llewellyn-Smythe cye ky ghét giri thwe danh may cho
ban b¢ hay dai loai vay. Néu khong phai 1a cong viéc lam an, thi ba &y ludn
néi: ‘Hay viet thw tay va bit chudc chir ctia ta cho that gidng, roi ky tén ta
vao d6.” Ba Minden quét don trong nha ting nghe ba chi néi nhw th&’, nén
t6i dodn cd gdi dd quen v&i viée bit chude nét chir viét tay ciia gia chll, ¢
the mot ngay c6 ta chot nhan ra 1a minh c¢6 the€ 1am tro gid mao kia va lwa
dwore moi ngwoi. Va thé 1a chuyén méi xay ra. Nhung nhw tdi da ndi, cac
luét sw da ra't nhay bén va phat hién ngay lap tiec.”

“La céc luat su ri€ng ctia ba Llewellyn-Smythe?”

“Phai, Fullerton, Harrison va Leadbetter. M6t hang luat rat dwoc n€
trong & Medchester. Tt tredc d€n nay ho luon 1am moi cong viéc phép ly
cho ba &y. Ho da mai chuyén gia vao cudc va nghi vin da da’y Ién, r'oi ho
bit dau dit cAu hdi cho cd gdi, va thd 12 co ta c6 tat giat minh. Mot ngay
bdng bd di, d€ lai ra't nhiu tw trang @6 dac. Ho da chuah bj cdc tha tuc @&

dwa c0 ta ra toa, nhung cd gdi &y da khong doi dén lic d6. Cir the bo di.



That ra r&i khdi nwde nay ciing khong khé 14m, néu nhw ngudi ta bigt chon
thoi diém. Gio ong c6 the di cdc chuyén du lich nhiéu ngay & chiu Au ma
khong cén thi thyc, va néu 6ng da cé ngwoi thu x€p phia bén do, thi coi
nhwr moi chuyén da duwoc don dwong cho 6ng tw rat lau trwede khi ¢6 1énh
truy na hay cA'm xud't canh.”

“Nhuwng moi ngwoi déu tin ba Llewellyn-Smythe chét vi 1y do ty nhién
ma?” Poirot hoi.

“Phai, riéng chuyén d6 thi toi khong thay ai c6 y kién gi. Y tdi 1a biét
dau day, vi triedc nay van hay c6 nhitng vu giét ngwdi qua mit dwgre béc si.
Gia st ¢6 bé Joyce &y da nghe dwoe chuyén gi d6, nhw 1a cd d-pe &y dwa
thud’c cho ba Llewellyn-Smythe, va ba 130 2y n6i ‘thudc nay vi la la, khong
giong nhurr moi khi’. Hoidc ‘thudc nay vi ding that’ hodc ‘that ky la’ chéng

29

han.
“Chi n6i c nhw 1a chi ciing ¢6 mat & d6 va nghe dwoc hét vay, Elspeth,”

thanh tra Spence xen vao. “Chi toan ty twdng twrong ra.”

N\ Az

“Ba &y chét khi nao vay?” Poirot hdi. “Buoi sang hay ban dém? Trong
nha hay ngoai troi? Tai gia hay la & noi khac?”

“Q, ngay tai nha. Ba &y vao nha sau khi da lam vai ba viéc gi dé trong
vuon, thd khd niing nhoc. R'6i ba &y néi 1a rd't mét va vé giwong nam nghi.
Sau d6, n6i mdt cach ngin gon thi ba &y dd khong ddy nira. Nghe c6 vé hét
strc tw nhién, xét vé mat y hoc ma ndi.”

Poirot 16i ra mot cudn s& tay nhd, 14t mot trang da ghi sdn chir “Cé4c nan
nhan” trén dau. Bén duwdi d6, Ong viét ti€p: “S6 1, theo goi y, ba
Llewellyn-Smythe.” Trong nhirng trang ti€p theo, 6ng chép lai nhirng cai
t€n khac ma Spence di dwa. Poan, ong ngang 1én t0 mo: “Charlotte
Benfield?”



Spence 14p tic tra loi mot trang: “Muwoi sau tudi, lam phu td cira hang.
Pau nhiéu vét theong. Pugc tim thdy trén mot con dwong da't gan Vwon
Mé Pa. Hai ngwoi dan 6ng bi dwa vao dang tinh nghi. Ca hai déu thinh
thodng ra ngoai cling c6 4y. Khong c6 bang ching.”

“Ho c¢6 hop tac v&i canh sat khi 18y 1o khai khdng?” Poirot hoi.

“C6, nhw 6ng ndéi day. Pay la cach ndi thdng thwong. Nhwng ho khong
khai dwoc gi nhiéu. Ca hai déu hodng s¢r. N6i d6i vai céu, loi khai ty mau
thudn nhau. Khong ai trng mang tién 4n tinh nghi sit nhan. Nhung mot
trong hai nguoi c6 the' da tirng pham t6i d6.”

“Ho nhu thé' nao?”

“Peter Gordon, hai mwoi mot tudi. Tha't nghiép. Tung lam qua vai ba
cdng viéc nhung déu bd. Lwoi bi€ng. Ngoai hinh khd dwoc. Tung chiu dn
th treo mdt hai T4n vi t6i dn cip vit, ki€u nhur vay. Khdng cé tién 4n bao
lwc. Giao du kha nhiéu voi cac thanh phian du thi du thye, nhwng ludn biét
céch tranh xa nhirng loai ti ning.”

“Thé& ngwoi con lai?”

“Thomas Hudd. Hai mwoi tudi. Bi tit ndi 1ap. Nhit nhat. Mic ching
loan chtrc ning than kinh, nén dé kich dong. Mo wéc 1am gido vién, nhung
lai khong du di€m. Me gda. Dang thwong con thdi qua 8y. Khong khuyén
khich chuyén yéu dwong ban gdi. Liic nao cling thich gitr con khw khw. Cau
ta c6 cong viéc & chd mot ngwdi ban vin phong phadm. Chwa ghi nhan tién
an tién sy nao, nhwng cé van dé tam 1y, nén cling c6 kha nang. C6 gdi cling
khién ciu ta khS s& 14m. Pong co c6 thé 1a ghen tudng, nhung khong c6
bang ching d¢ ching toi khéi t&'. Ca hai déu c6 bang chitng ngoai pham.
Cta Hudd thi 12 ba me. Ba 4%y sin sang thé doc d€ bao dam Ia con trai &

trong nha cung minh ca budi tdi hom do, va khong c6 ai thad’y ciu &y lon



von bén ngoai hodc quanh quanh hién treong vu dn. Cau Gordon kia thi ¢
chitng c¢& ngoai pham tir may cdu ban khong ddng tin cdy 1&m. Du khong
d4ng, nhung ngudi ta ciing khong thé phii nhan bang chirng d6.”

“Xay ra khi nao?”

“Muoi tam thang truede.”

“OY dau vay?”

“Trén mot con dwong da't & canh dong cach Woodleigh Common khong
xa 1&m.”

“Ba phan tu dam,” Elspeth thém vao.

“Gan nha Joyce - nha Reynolds sao0?”

“Khong, n6 & phia bén kia lang.”

“Cé6 vé day khong phai la vu an mang ma Joyce noéi dén,” Poirot néi, vé
ngAm nghi. “N&u cdc vi thA'y mot cd gdi tré bi mot ga ddp manh vao dau thi
cac vi s€ hi€u ngay d6 la mét vu gi€t ngwoi, chit khong phai dgi ca nam
troi moi nhin ra.”

Poirot doc mdt cai tén khac: “Lesley Ferrier.”

Spence ti€p tuc: “Thw ky luat, hai mwoi tdm tuoi, lam viéc tai van phong
luat Messrs Fullerton, Harrison va Leadbetter, & Pho” Market, Medchester.”

“Ho la luat su riéng caa ba Llewellyn-Smythe, n€u t6i khong nham.”

“Phai. Ciling 1a ho.”

“Vay chuyén gi da xay ra voi Lesley Ferrier?”

“Cau ta bi dam dao vao lung. Cach quan rwou Thi€n Nga Xanh khong
xa. Nguoi ta don ciu ta ting tiu v&i vor ciia chil quan, Harry Griffin. Ttng
12 mot phu nit ¢6 nhan séic, gio van con dep. Hinh nhuw hoi gia diin, hon cau

ta chirng nam sdu tudi, nhung ba ta thich nhirng cau trai tré.”



“Con hung khi?”

“Nguoi ta khong tim thdy con dao. Nghe don Lesley da bo tinh gia va
qua lai v&i cac cd gdi khac, nhung cd nao thi chwa ai thyc sy phat hién
dworc.”

“A, vay ai 1a d61 twong tinh nghi trong vu nay? Hoic dng chil quan hoic
ba vg'?”

“Khong sai,” Spence ndi. “Cé the 1a mot trong hai. Ba vor ¢6 kha nang
hon. Ba ta lai dan di gan va tinh tinh ¢6ng bong tha't thwong. Nhwng con ¢6
nhitng kha niing khdc nita. Cdu Lesley nay ciing khong phai dang dirng dén.
Tlng vedng vao ric rdi h6i méi hai mwoi, 1am gid h'o so' & dau d6. Ting
mot Ian dinh tdi gia mao gidy to. Nghe d'6n sinh ra trong gia dinh tan vo
cdc thir. Ong chii clia anh ta ding ra bénh vic, nén chi bj tb mot thoi gian
ngﬁn, va sau d6 dwoc nhan vao lam & hang luat Fullerton, Harrison va
Leadbetter khi man han tu.”

“Va sau do6 cau ta chiu sOng ngay thealng?”

“Chuyén do6 thi khong cé gi chirng minh. Theo nhw cac cidp trén cla ciu
&y thi 1a vy, nhung ciu ta ting dinh vao vai vu giao dich dang ngo véi ban
be. Nguwoi nhw cu ta, cd the€ goi 1a hay an vung nhwng biét can than chui
mép.”

“Vay con kha nang khac?”

“La nan nhan ¢6 the’ bi mot ngwoi trong ddm ban khong dwgrc thanh sach
kia dam chét. Mét khi 6ng da vedng vao mdt ddm hw hdng nhw vay thi coi
nhw dng ty chudc 18y nhat dao &'y n€u dam tw ch6i ho.”

“Con gi nra khong?”

“Con, cau ta c6 mot khodn kha trong tai khoan ngan hang. Buwoc givi vao



bang tién mit. Khong cé dau mdi ngudn tién. Riéng & diém nay ciing kha
nghi.”

“Liéu c6 th€ la bién thd tw hang luat Fullerton, Harrison va Leadbetter
hay khong?” Poirot go1y.

“Ho ndi 1a khong. Ho da ctr mot tay k& toan c6 ngh€ d€ kiém tra lai va
xem xét moi thir.”

“Canh sat khong tim dwoe ba't cir kha nang nao vé nguon goc cia khoan
tien d6 hay sao?”

“Khong.”

“Vu nay theo t6i,” Poirot néi, “ciing khong phai 1a vu giét ngwoi Joyce
nhic dén.”

R61 6ng doc cai tén cudi cung: “Janet White.”

“Puorc tim thd'y & mot con duwong dat, chinh 13 dwong tit tir treong lang
vé nha. Bi bép c0. Co6 ta sdng chung nha voi mot gido vién khac, Nora
Ambrose. Theo nhw 1o cia Nora Ambrose thi Janet White thinh thoang ¢6
k€ 1a minh cam thay bat an vé mdt ga ban trai cli nao d6 da chia tay dwoc
mot nim. Hin ta thuong gt thu de doa. Chflng al tim dwo'c manh mo1 gi
vé gi nay. Nora Ambrose khdng biét tén hédn, cling khong biét chinh xdc
noi hin &.”

“Aha,” Poirot reo 1€n, “td1 thich vy nay hon.”

R6i 6ng tham t& danh dau that ddm vao tén Janet White trén gid'y.

“Vi sao?” Spence thic méc.

“Vi mot c6 bé tAm tudi Joyce dé chirng ki€n mot vu giét nguwoi nhw the
nay hon. C6 bé c6 thé nhan dang dwgc nan nhan, 1a mot gido vién minh

quen va c6 th€ tieng day cd bé nira. C6 kha nang Joyce khong biét ké timn



cong, ma chi nhin thiy vu gidng co, nghe phong thanh d6i 1 cdi v gilra
cd gai minh quen va mét ké la mat. Nhung khi d6 Joyce khong nghi ngoi gi
nhi€u. Janet bi gi€t khi nao vay?”

“Cach day hai nam ruoi.”

“Thoi di€m d6 cling khdp.” Poirot néi. “Cé 1€ Joyce da khéng nhén ra
khi gd la mat &y dat tay 1€n cO Janet khong chi don thuan 1a 6m &p, ma that
ra la dang bop chét cd ay. Nhung sau d6 khi 1on 1én va da bi€t suy nghi
hon, thi ¢c6 bé m&i hi€u ra y nghia chinh xdc ctia hanh déng &y.” Dut loi
ong nhin sang Elspeth: “Ba ¢6 d6ng tinh v&i 14p luén cta t6i?”

“T6i hi€u y 6ng,” Elspeth néi. “Nhwng hinh nhw 6ng dang di sai hwdng
thi phdi? Sao lai di tim ki€m nan nhan cia mot vu gi€t ngwoi trong qua khir
ma khong tim ké da giy ra cai chét cuia mot dra bé & ngay Woodleigh
Common cach ddy m&i hon ba ngay?”

“Chung ta di toe qua khir d€n twong lai,” Poirot tra loi. “C6 th€ ndi ching
ta da di t hai ndm rwdi cho dén ba ngay tredc. Va vi thé', ching ta phai
can nhic chuyén ma ba chic chin da suy nghi t&i, d6 1a ai & Woodleigh
Common nay cé mit & bira tiéc hom dé, va ting lién quan d&€n mdt tdi ac
trong qua kh?”

“Gio thi ta c6 th€ khoanh ving tinh nghi hep hon r'6i,” Spence néi. “bé
la n€u ching ta chap nhan suy doan ctia 6ng la ding, vé viéc Joyce bi gi€t
vi tuyén b ting chirng ki€n mot vu giét nguwoi. Co bé da ndi nhw vay trong
thoi gian chuan bi tiéc. Xin hay lwu y 1a ching ta cling ¢6 the sai lam khi tin
d6 chinh la ddng co gi€t nguoi, nhwng t6i ¢6 cam giac ching ta khong di
sai dwong. Vay ¢6 thé€ ndi, Joyce tuyén bd da ting nhin thd'y mot vu giét
ngwoi, va ké nao ¢6 mat trong lic chuan bi tiéc chiéu hom d6 da nghe thay

va nhanh chong ra tay.”



“Nhirng ai c6 miit?” Poirot n6i. “Tdi dodn chéc dng ciing biét.”

“T6i c6 ndm dwoc, va da 1én danh sach cho 6ng day.”

“Ong d4 kiém tra danh sich k§ cang?”

“Phai, toi da ki€m tra di ki€m tra lai, nhwng kha va't va. Bay la danh sach

muoi tdm cdi tén ca thay.”

Danh sach nhirng ngwoi ¢6 mat khi chuan bj btra tiéc Hallowéen:
Ba Drake (gia chu)
Ba Butler
Ba Oliver
Co6 Whittaker (gido vién)
Muc sw Charles Cotrerell (muc sw s¢ tai)
Simon Lampton (pho t&)
Co6 Lee (ngwoii bao ché thud'c cho bac si Ferguson)
Ann Reynolds
Joyce Reynolds
Leopold Reynolds
Nicholas Ransom
Desmond Holland
Beatrice Ardley
Cathie Grant
Diana Brent
Ba Garlton (gidp viéc chu nha)
Ba Minden (don dep)
Ba Goodbody (giup viéc)

“Ong chic chén day 1a toan bo nhitng ngudi & d6?”

“Khong,” Spence ddp. “Khong chic chin 1am. Tdi cling khong the ki€m
tra chéc chén duorc. Chaalng ai ¢6 the’ dam bao danh sach nay ding tuyét doi.
Ong hay hi€u cho, nhiéu ngwdi ra vao 18 t& d€ dem @ dé&n gép cho bira
tiéc. Nguoi thi dem bong den mau dén. Nguwoi thi cAm tdi vai cdi geong.

R6i ngwoi thi dem thém dia. Vai nguoi khac lai cho mwon x6 nhya. C6



nhirng nguoi dem d6 dén, néi v&i nhau vai ba ciu roi lai di. Ho khong &
lai gidp. Vi th& c6 the€ con s6t ai d6 ma moi ngwoi khong nho 1a da ¢ mat
khi &y. Nhung chinh ké dé, k&€ ca chi 1a d&€n ctra nha d€’ dwa mot céi x6 thoi,
cling c6 th€ da nghe dwoc 1o Joyce nédi trong phong khach vong ra. Khi 8y
cd bé ndi oang oang nhw thét, 6ng biét ddy. Khong th€ gidi han dwgc so
nguwoi trong danh sach ndy, nhwng chiing t6i da nd lyc hét sirc. Day Ong
xem di. T6i ¢ viét mot tém tit ngin vé mdi ngwdi bén canh tén ctia ho.”

“T6i xin c&m on. T6i mudén hdi mot cau. Ong hén da thdm van vai
ngwoi trong day, vi du nhw nhirng ngwoi cung dén dy tiéc. Liéu cé ai, bat
ct ai, nhic d&n chuyén Joyce néi vé viéc tirng nhin thdy mot vu giét
ngwoi?”

“T6i nghi 1a khdng. Trong h'd so’ chinh thirc cia vu an cling khong ghi
chép gi vé chuyén nay. Lic 6ng k€ ra cling 1a Tan dau tién t6i dwoc nghe.”

“That 1a la,” Poirot néi. “Hin ciing phai ¢6 ngwdi nhé chi.”

“RO rang chaalng ai d€tam dén cau noi ay,” Spence noi.

Poirot gat dau, ngdm nghi, r'di néi:

“Gio toi phai di gdp béc si Ferguson nhw da hen, sau ca m& cta 6ng 4y.”

Ong gap to danh séch Spence dwa cho va nhét vao tiii.



CHUONG 9

Béc si Ferguson tAm sdu muwoi tudi, gdc Scotland va vAn git cdch hanh xi
hoi tho 16 clia ngudi xit 4y. Ong nhin Poirot tir #au d&n chan bing d6i mét
soi moéi dudi cdp 16ng may ram, roi cat ti€ng: “R6i, chuyén gi nitra day?
Ng6i xudng. Coi chirng cdi chan ghé” da’y. Banh xe 1dng r'6i.”

“C6 1€ t6i phai ndi tredre,” bac si Ferguson ti€p tuc. “OY mot chén nhw
th&” nay thi khong c6 chuyén gi ma moi ngwoi khong bi€t. Ba ti€u thuyét
gia gi gi d6 dwa 6ng xuéng day dong vai vi tham t vi dai nha't ma Chda
ban xu6ng, d€ lam canh sat & day phai rdi tinh r&i mu 1én. Toi ndi ding it
nhiéu, phai khong?”

“Phéan nao d6.” Poirot ddp. “Toi xudng day d€ tham mdt ngwoi ban ci,
cyu thanh tra Spence. Ong &y sd'ng & day cing chi gdi.”

“Spence a? Hum. T&t tinh ddYy, cdi ga Spence ay. Dang canh sét thanh
liém trung thwc h6i xwa. Khong nhan dut 16t. Khong dung vi Igc. Cing
khong phai dang ngu ngdc. Thaalng nhw rudt ngya.”

“Loi khen cia 6ng hoan toan chinh xac.”

“Thé&’,” Ferguson ti€p, “6ng da néi v&i Ong &y nhireng gi va dng ay k€ lai
nhung gi?”

“Ca O0ng 4y va diéu tra vién Raglan déu hét strc ti t& voi toi. Toi cling



mong s€ dwgrc Ong gidp do nhw vay.”

“Toi chealng c6 gi ma phai t& t& ca,” Ferguson dap. “To6i khong bict
chuyén xdy ra nhw nao. Mot dira bé bi ghi dau vao x06 nwdc va chét ngat
gitra mot bira ti€c. Mot tro khon nan. Ciing phai néi ludn, gio nguoi ta lam
trd d&’y v&i tré con nhiéu qud roi, d&n mic ching c6 gi d€ ngac nhién nira.
T6i da bi goi d&n vo s& vu gi€t tré em trong tAm bay dé€n mwoi ndm qua,
khong bi€t bao nhiéu ma k€. Qua nhiéu ngwoi 1€ ra phai chiu 1énh quan
thic vi bénh tAm than thi lai khong bi quan thic. Nha thwong di€n khong
con chd. Th& 1a nhirng ké d6 dwoc tha ra ngoai, biét dn ndi t &, cw xir 1
do6 va trong khong khéac gi ngeoi binh thwong, roi ho tim ki€m nan nhan d¢
giét chét. R6i ha hé vdi ban than. DAu sao, nhitng ké d6 thwong khong ra
tay & mot bira tiéc. Toi cho 1a do & d6 dé bj phat hién, nhuwng cdm gidc mdi
la ciling c6 the kich thich nhirng tén sit nhan than kinh khong 6n dinh.”

“Ong c6 nghi ra 12 ai giét c6 bé khong?”

“Chaamg 1€ 6ng nghi ciu hdi da’y t6i tra 1oi ngay dwoc sao? Toi phai co
bang chitng chi¥, phai khong? T6i ¢an phai chic chén.”

“Ong c6 th€ dodn ma,” Poirot van tiép tuc.

“Doan thi ai ma chealng lam dwoc. Mdi T4n c6 ca bénh goi t6i t&1 khdm,
t6i déu phai dodn xem liéu dira bé d6 mic bénh sd&i hay 1a di tng hai sin ¢
vo hodc voi gdi 1ong vii. T6i phai hdi nhirng cau ki€u nhw bon chiing da én
gi, uéng gi, nga v&i cdi gi, hodc da ti€p xuc voi ban be nao. Liéu c¢6 phai
tred'c d6 né ¢b bi chen chiic trong xe buyt chit chdi cung v&i con ba Smith
hay con ba Robinson hay khong, may dita @6 déu méic bénh s&i ca, va con
héi thém vai thir khac nira. R6i t6i m&i ¢ the k&t luan so bo 1a bénh nao
trong hang loat cac kha ning néu ra, va do, xin thwa v&i 6ng, 1a chan bénh.

Ong khong th& phong dodn hap tAp, ma dng phai chic chin.”



“Truwde d6 6ng c6 biét cd bé khong?”

“T4t nhién r'oi. Co bé nim trong s& bénh nhan t6i chim séc. o day chi
cO hai bac si thoi. La tdi va Worrall. Toi tinh co lai 1a bac si cia nha
Reynolds. Joyce kha khdée manh. Lau lau dau &m vat mot an, tré con dira
nao cheatng vay. Khong c6 gi dic biét hay bat thwong cid. An khde, néi
nhiéu. NG6i nhi€u thi chwa bao gior gy hai gi cho ¢6 bé ca. Riéng an nhiéu
qua thi thinh thodng giy chuong bung. C6 bé tirng bi quai bi va thay dau.
Chi c6 th€ thoi.”

“Nhung theo loi 6ng thi hin 1aJ oyce da c6 Ian ndi nhiéu qua?”

“Hda ra 6ng dang di theo hwdng d6 sao? Toi cling c6 nghe nguwoi ta don.
M4y tin tic ngwoi ta nghe 16m, toc mach dwoce thdi - ho chi toan to0 mo
nhtrng bi kich ch chaalng de’y gi dé€n chuyén vui. C6 phai khong?”

“Ciing ¢6 th€ dan d&n mot dong cor, hodc mot nguyén nhin nao do.”

“0, vang. bong ¥ v&i 6ng. Nhung van c¢6 nhitng 1y do khic co' ma. Dao
gan day thi ¢6 vé thwong 1a do bénh tdm thén. Du sao di nira, nguyén nhan
nay van theong dwoc dwa ra & cdc phién toa dia phwong. Chéng ai co loi gi
tlr cdi chét ctia Joyce, ching ai cdm ghét c¢o bé. Nhung theo t0i thay thoi
busi bay gio hinh nhw dinh dén tré con thi ngwoi ta khdng céan tim 1y do.
Ly do & chd khic co. Ly do & trong dau ké giét ngwdi 4y. N6 nim trong
cai dau bénh hoan, tan doc va quai di cta hén. Ong mudn goi la sao ciling
dwore. Toi khong phai chuyén gia tAm than. Nhiéu ldc tdi phat mét khi ci
phai nghe cdi cau: ‘Pwoc tam tha v€ do c6 giam dinh phap y tdm than cua
bac si’, sau khi ¢c6 mdt ga nao d6 dot nhap vao nha nguoi ta, ddp b€ kinh,
noc vai chai whisky, chém vang bac r'6i dip dau mot ba lao nao d6. Gio
ngwoi ta khong quan tdm d6 1a tdi ac gi nra. Cr ¢6 giam dinh cda bac si

tam théan l1a ho tha.”



“Né&u vay thi theo 6ng trong treong hop nay ai ¢6 thé dwge tha vEé do ¢6
bénh an tam than?”

“Y 6ng 14 trong s& nhitng ngudi c6 mit & chd “thye hién’ t57 hom d6?”

“Phai.”

“Tén sat nhan thi chic chin phai c6 mit & d6 roi, ding khong? Khong
thi ¢4 khong c6 4n mang. Phai khong? Hén ta nim trong s& khdch tham du,
hodc trong s6 nhirng ngwoi gitp chuan bi tiéc, hay cling c6 thé€ da 1én vao
bang dwong ctra sG v&i di tAm ngay tir dau. C6 th€ hén biét cach mé céc
khéa chdt trong ngdi nha Ay. C6 th€ hin di tirng dén dé, do tim quanh
quat. Gia st 12 mot ga dan 6ng hodic mot ciu thanh nién. Hin ta mudn giét
ai d6. Chuyén cheamg co gi la. O bén Medchester ching t6i trng ¢6 mét vu
nhw thé. Cudi ciing sau ching sdu bdy nim mdi 16 ra. Thing bé muoi ba
tudi. Mudn gi€t mot ai do, nén né gi€t mot bé gdi méi chin tudi, chém mot
chié€c 0 t0, 1ai di xa khoang bdy tdm didm dé€n mdt bai hoang ram rap, dot
xac ¢0 bé & d6, roi bo vE, va sau d6 nhw chiing toi bi€t, nd ti€p tuc séng
nhén nho cho d€n hai mwoi mdt hai mwoi hai tudi. Ma ciing néi 6ng hay,
chiing t6i chi bi€t dwoc qua loi né k€, khdong chung né da giét ti€p vai
ngudi khic. Ma cé 18 da giét thém thit cling nén. Héa ra héin ta thich giét
chéc. Ma ¢6 18 hén ciing khong giét qud nhiéu ngudi, bang khong canh sat
d4 nghi ngd han tr 1au. Nhung ci thinh thodng hin lai cdm thd’y bin ning
thoi thiic. Han c6 gidm dinh ctia bac si tAm than. Ty tir trong liic 1én con.

“T6i nghi t67 hom trede ciing vdy. Hodc dai loai thé. T6i thi khong phai
béac sitam théan gi ca, ta on Chuda. T6i ¢ ban be lam ngh€ nay. Vai 6ng binh
thweong. Nhwng cling ¢c6 mdt s&” thi, thoi, ti chi ¢6 the' néi 1a chinh ma’y 6ng
bac si d6 ¢6 1€ cling phai can giam dinh tam than d€ duoc tai ngoai. Ké gi€t

Joyce biét dau cling c¢6 cha me t t&, cw Xt binh thwong, hinh thiec wa nhin.



Ching ai nghi ngd hén bi lam sao.

“Ong d3 bao gio cdn mot miéng tdo chin mong, roi nhin thiy ngay
trong 15i tdo c6 cdi gi d6 g&m ghiéc ngoe ngudy trudc mét 6ng chwa? Con
ngwoi cling ¢6 nhiéu ké nhw loai tdo &y. By gio nhiéu hon ngay xwa.”

“Thé& 6ng khong c6 nghi ngo’ ai sao?”

“T6i khong th& 1iéu phdn ai 1a k& sat nhan ma khong c6 bing chitng
dworc.”

“Nhung 6ng da cong nhin chéc phai 12 ai d6 & bira tiéc ma. Ta khong thé
c6 4n mang ma khong c6 hung tha dwegec.”

“Trong may cau chuyén trinh thdm thi cé the€ khong cé day. Khong
ching ba nha van yéu quy ctia 6ng ciing ting sang tac ma’y truyén ki€u do
cling nén. Nhwng trong treong hop nay thi té6i dong tinh v&i 6ng. Ké giét
ngudi chic chin da & dé. Mot vi khach, mot ngudi trong ban t& chirc, hay
ai d6 da 1én vao bang dwong ctra s6. Viéc dot nhap khong khé néu dng da
¢ nghién clru chot ctra sO trede d6. CO the mot cai dau bénh hoan nao do6
da ndy ra y nghi ring giét ngwoi trong mot bira tiéc Hallowéen chic vui
1&4m. Ngudi ta chi can bit dau nhw thé” thdi, c6 phai khong? Chic chin 1a
mot ké nao d6 trong bura tiéc.”

Duéi cip 16ng may ram, mot ddi mét sdng quéc nhin Poirot.

“Toi cling ¢6 mit hom Ay,” vi béc si tiép tuc. “Td1i tré, chi dinh coi ¢
tro gi khong.”

R'6i 6ng ta gat dau qua quyét.

“Phai r'oi, vin dé 1a & chd do, c¢6 phai khong? Gidng nhw cong bd trén

maYy to bdo vay: ‘Trong s6 nhitng ngwoi & d6... ¢6 mot ké giét ngwoi’.”



CHUONG 10

Poirot ngwd'c nhin ngdi treong Elms, tham hai long.

Ong dwoc moi vao trong, va mdt nhan vién, Poirot doan la thw ky,
nhanh chéng dwa 6ng dé&n phong lam viéc cua hiéu tredng. Co6 Emlyn ding
day chao 6ng.

“T6i ra't vui mwng khi dwore gdp 6ng, 6ng Poirot. T6i da nghe danh 6ng
tw 14u.”

“Co that tr t&,” Poirot dap.

“Qua loi mot ngwoi ban 1du ndm cua t6i k€, c6 Bulstrode. Cyu hiéu
tredng & Meadowbank, 6ng hin con nhé ¢d Bulstrode?”

“Ai c6 th€ quén dwgce cd &y chir. MOt con ngwoi ¢6 tinh cach hét sic
tuyét voi.”

“Vang,” c6 Emlyn dong tinh. “Trwong Meadowbank dwoe nhw bay gio
la nho ¢6 &y.” R6i cd khé the dai, ndi ti€p, “Ngay nay treong co chit thay
doi. Muc dich khdc, phwong phdp khdc, nhwng né van gitt dwgre danh tiéng
12 mot treong xud't sic, tiéh bo ma ciing rat truyén thdng. A, ma thoi,
chiing ta ciing khong nén song mai trong qua khir. Ong dén day gip toi,
chic chin 1a d&€hdi vé cdi chét cia tro Joyce Reynolds. Toi khong biét dng

c6 moi lién hé gi ddc biét dé€n vu 4n cla tro &y. Vi n€u téi khong nham, thi



hinh nhw day khéng phai noi ong hay lui t&i. Ong c6 quen biét riéng véi trd
a’y, hodc gia dinh cua tro a4y sao?”

“Khong,” Poirot dap. “Toi dén theo 1oi thinh cau clia mot ngwoi ban
than, ba Ariadne Oliver. Ba &y lwu lai day choi va cling tham dy bura tiéc
hém do6.”

“Truyén ba 2y vi€t ra't hay,” c6 Emlyn noéi. “T61 da gap ba &y mot hai
I4n. Cha, vay thi dé ndi chuyén roi. Chi can khong vwdng vao tinh cdm c4
nhan, thi ching ta dé dang trao ddi thfmg thin v&i nhau. Chuyén xdy ra thit
la kinh khiing. Theo y t6i, chuyén nhw vdy khong th€ nao xdy ra mdi ding.
Nhitng dira tré bi veong vao du khdong con qua nhd nhung cling chwa du
tredng thanh d€ rovi vao dang treong hop ca biét. Nguwoi ta nghi ngor diy la
mot t6i pham tAm than. Ong c6 thay vay khong?”

“Khong,” Poirot ddp. “Toi nghi diy 1la mdt vu gi€t ngwoi cling giong
nhw da s& cac vu khac, do mot ddong co’ nao d6, cé the' 1a mdt dong co’ hén
ha.”

“Qua ding vay. Va nguyén nhan la tw dau?”

“Nguyén nhan Ia tr cAu ndi cia Joyce; theo tdi bi€t thi khong phai trong
btra tiéc, ma la trede d6 khi mot s6” thanh thi€u nién va cac ba cac cd dang
chuan bi. C6 bé tuyén bd’ da tieng nhin thd'y mot vu 4n mang.”

“C6 ai tin tro &y khong?”

“Nhin chung, t6i thd’y khong ai tin ¢6 bé ca.”

“Hoan toan dé hi€u. Tro Joyce - toi xin dwgc ndi chuyén thaalng than v&i
ong, Me-xw Poirot, vi ching ta d&u khong mudn nhirng cam xtc khdng can
thi€t che mo 1y tri - tro &y la mot dira tré tAm thwong, khong kém coi
nhwng cling khéng dé€n mic thong minh. Nhwng tro &y, thanh that ma néi,

lai mac tat néi doi vo tdi va. Toi ndi vay khdng ¢ y bao rang tro 4y chuyén



lra loc hay doi tra. Joyce khong bié€t tim cach tranh bi phat hién hay bi
treng phat vi nhitng chi ti€t vd 1y nhd nhat trong ciu chuyén ma tro dy
dyng 1€n. N6i ding hon 1a tro 8y hay ba hoa khodc lac. Ba hoa vé nhtrng
chuyén khong hé xay ra, d€ 12y le v&i ban bé va nhitng ai 1ing nghe tro Ay
no6i. T4t nhién, k€t cuc la chfmg ai budn tin vao nhirng chuyén khoéng cé
that ma tro 8y ke.”

“Vay la cd nghi Joyce da ba hoa vé viéc ting chirng ki€n mot vu giét
ngwoi d€ khi€n minh tré nén dic biét, d€ thu hit sy chd y cua nguwoi
khéc...?”

“Vang. Va toi ddm néi ba Ariadne Oliver chic chén chinh 13 ngwdi ma
tro 8y mudn giy an twong...”

“Vay cd khong hé tin Joyce tirng nhin thdy mot vu giét nguoi?”

“Khong, tdi hét strc nghi ngo cdu chuyén y.”

“Co6 nghiéng vé quan di€m cho ring toan bd nhitng gi Joyce néi 1a bia
dat?”

“T6i khong ¢6 y nhw vay. C6 the tro &y ting chirng ki€n mot vu dung xe
chaalng han, hodc thay ai d6 bi tring mot trai bong trén san golf va bi thwong
- nhitng chuyén dai loai nhw vay va trd 4y thém thét thanh mot cau chuyén
giat gan, va sau d6 bi€n né thanh chuyén mot hanh vi giét ngwoi ¢6'y.”

“Vay chiing ta chi c6 th& chic chin dwoc mot didu, d6 12 ké sat nhan da
c6 mat & tiéc Hallowéen hom aYy.”

b

“Chéic chén 1a vay,” ¢6 Emlyn néi ngay, khdng chit suy nghi. “Chic
chéin roi. Theo logic 12 vy, ¢6 phai khong?”
“C0 c6 nghi ngo’ ai khong?”

“T6i ¢6 the hi€u dwore tai sao Ong lai hdi nhw vay,” cd Emlyn dap. “Xét



cho clng thi da s6 cic em dén du tiéc déu tw tAm chin d€n mwei ldm tuoi,
va to6i dodn chic hau hét déu ting 13 hodic dang 13 hoc sinh & tredng tdi.
To6i c6 the€ bi€t chiit gi d6 vE cac em. Va cd vé gia dinh va xua't than cta cac
tro &y nura.”

“Td1 khong nham thi hinh nhw cach ddy mdt hai ndm, mot gido vién cua
cd bi mot ké khong rd danh tinh bop co chét.”

“Ong dang nhic d&n Janet White? Khoang hai mwoi tw tudi. Pa siu da
cam. Moi nguwoi chi biét 1a c6 4y dang di bd mot minh, hinh nhwr da hen
gap anh chang nao d6. C6 &y thudc dang kha thu hidt v&i canh dan ong,
theo ki€u gidn di nhung c¢6 duyén. K& giét Janet White vin chwa tim ra
dwore. Céanh sat da tham van hodc moi nhiéu chang trai tré vé lam viéc. Du
da ding nhiéu nghiép vu diéu tra, nhung ho van khong th€ tim di bang
ching d€ két t6i ai ca. Mot két qua khong théa man, vé phia ho ma néi. Va
do6i voi toi cling vay.”

“Cd va toi, ching ta c6 chung mot nguyén tic. D6 1a khong th€ dung thix
cho hanh dong giét ngwoi.”

C6 Emlyn nhin Poirot mdt h'6i. Bi€u hién gwong mat ¢6 khong thay doi,
nhwng 6ng cé cam gidc 1a trong ddu c6 dang can than danh gia con nguoi
ong.

“Toi thich cdch 6ng dit van dé,” cd6 Emlyn 1én tié€ng. “Hién nay mdi khi
nghe tin va doc bdo, t6i lai c6 cam gidc & phwong dién nao dé hanh vi gi€t
ngwoi dang dan dwoe dai bo phan xa hdi chd’p nhéan, du rdt chdm nhwng
chic chén.”

R'6i ¢6 im ling h'6i l4u, va Poirot ciing khong néi thém gi nita. Ong nghi,
c6 I€ ¢6 nham tinh mot k& hoach hanh ddng nao do.

Cho't ¢6 Emlyn dirng 1én va bA'm chudng goi thw ky.



“T6i nghi 6ng nén ndi chuyén véi c6 Whittaker.”

C6 Emlyn roi di, mét lidc 1au sau canh ctra phong lai bat mé. Mot phu nir
& dd tudi ti tuan budc vao. Téc mau nau hat dé dwoe cit ngin gon gang,
cd bude téi, ding di nhanh nhen.

“Me-xir Poirot?” ¢6 m& 1oi. “Téi gidp gi dwoc cho 6ng day? Co Emlyn
nai tdi co the gitp dwoe gi d6 cho d6ng.”

“Né&u c6 Emlyn dd nghi vay, thi chic hin co c6 thé gilp t6i roi. Toi tin
cd ay.”

“Ong quen bi€t c6 Emlyn sao?”

“HOm nay m¢i 1a Tan dau t6i gdp ¢o6 hiéu tredng.”

“Vay ma 6ng da tin tedng cd 'y ngay.”

“T6i mong cd s€ chirng minh nhan dinh cua t6i 1a ddng.”

Elizabeth Whittaker khé thé ht.

“A vang, 6ng da ding. Theo t6i hidu viéc nay lién quan dén cdi chét clia
Joyce Reynolds. Tdi cling khdng rd chinh xdc tir ddu 6ng lai tham gia vao.
Phia cinh st nho 6ng sao?” C6 Whittaker khé 1ic d4u, vé khong hi¢u ndi.

“Khong, khong phai qua canh siat. Qua mdi quan hé cd nhan cuia t6i, 1a
do mot ngwoi ban.”

C0 khé kéo mdt chi€c ghé& ra va ngdi xudng doi dién véi Poirot.

“Vang. Ong mudn biét gi nao?”

“T6i nghi to6i khdng can phai thuat lai véi cd tv dau. Ching ta khong
can mat thi gio' d€ hdi nhirng cau hdéi khong quan trong. Tai btra tiéc toi
hom &y da xdy ra chuyén gi dé ma c6 1€ tdi nén biét. C6 phai vay khdng?”

“Vang.”

“C0 ¢0 dén duy ti€c hom ay?”



“T6i c6 dén d6.” C6 ding mdt chiit d€ nho lai. “Bira tiéc ra't tuyét voi.
DPuoc t& chirc rat tt, sdp x&p ciing t6t. Khodng trén dudi ba muoi ngudi
dén du, d6 1a tinh cd nhirng nguwoi gidp t6 chire. Tré con, thanh nién, nguoi
16m, va cd mot vai nguoi don dep va gidp viéc quanh quan & phia sau nira.”

“Cd c6 tham gia sdp x&p va chuah bj tiec khong? Vao budi chiéu hoic
buoi sang hdom dé, néu tdi nhé khdng nhidm.”

“That ra ching c6 gi nhiéu d& lam. Ba Drake thira sitc x& 1y hét cdc cong
viéc chuan bj tiéc chi v&i vai nguoi gidp. Nau nwdng méi can nhi€u nguoi
phu viéc hon ca.”

“T6i hi€u roi. Nhung c¢6 dé€n d6 véi tw cach 1a khach phai khong?”

“Dung vay.”

“Va chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Dién bién cia bira tiéc toi chic ong ciing da ndm dwoc. Ong mudn hoi
toi V€ nhirng sy viéc ba't thwong ma tdi chd y hom d6, hodc bat c chi tiét
nao tdi cam thd’y dac biét, cé phai khong? T6i hdi lai vi khong mudn Ong
ma't thi gio’ vao nhitng chuyén khong dang, mong 6ng hi€u cho.”

“T6i chic chin c¢d khong 1am ma't thoi gian cla t6i. Vang, co Whittaker,
vay xin ¢0 thuat lai cho t6i bi€t.”

“C4c phan clia bira tiéc dién ra ding nhu sip x&p. Tro choi cudi cling
that ra giong danh cho dip 1€ Gidng sinh hon la tiéc Hallowéen. D6 1a tro
R6ng tap, gom mot chi€c dia dwng nho khd chdy lap loe trén 1op rwou
brandy. Bon tré nhao vao chop 18y dam nho kho, vai em con cwoi pha 1én
thich thid. Nhung khong khi trong phong bit dau néng 1én va hoi ngdt ngat,
phéan vi déng ngwoi qua va phan vi chiéc dia regru dang chdy ntra, nén t6i
ra ngoai hanh lang dirng. Ping lic d6 t6i thd’y ba Drake tw nha vé sinh du

Ciu thang ting budc ra, v bé mot binh cidm day hoa 14 mua thu. Ba Ay



ding & goc ciu thang, dung lai mot chit trede khi budce ti€p xudng. Ba
mai nhin xudng phia dudi 1ong cau thang. Khong phai vé phia toi. Mt ba
4y cham chd hwdng vé phia cudi hanh lang bén kia, & d6 ¢c6 mdt canh cira
dan vao phong doc sich. N6 nim & dau bén kia hanh lang néu di tir cira
phong dn. Nhw t6i da néi, ba Drake dang nhin vé phia &y thi bong dung lai
mot chiit tredre khi di xudng cau thang. Ba &y khé xoay chié€c binh hoa 1om
de bé no6 1€n, vi n6 kha cong kénh, con nang ntra, tdi doan vay vi n6é dung
day nuwdc. Ba Drake cah than xoay chiéc binh d€ c¢6 th€ 6m né bang mot
tay, con tay kia vin lan can, cé tranh géc xoay cau thang. Ba &y ding lai
mot chit, nhung mét khong nhin vao chiéc binh trén tay ma lai d4n chit vé
phia cudi hanh lang bén dwdi. Va bdng dung, ba &y chot run nguwoi, noi
ding hon 12 gidt minh. Phai, chic chin da c6 cdi gi 1am ba Ay giat minh,
d&n mirc khi€n ba Drake budng tay dang dm binh hoa, né roi up xudng, d6
ap hét nwde 1én nguoi ba &Yy, va roi ti€p xudng san hanh lang bén dudi vo
tan tanh.”

“Tbi hidu r'o6i,” Poirot néi. Ong dirng lai mot chiit, chdm chid nhin nguoi
phu nit ngoi tredc mit. Pdi méit cda cd Whittaker, theo dng quan sét, 4nh
1€n vé hiéu biét va sang sudt. Ching nhw dang hdéi 6ng nghi gi vé cau
chuyén 6ng vira nghe. “Theo ¢6 thi diéu gi da khién ba Drake giat minh?”

“Sau nay nghi lai, to61 dodn ba 2y hin da nhin thdy diéu gi d6.”

“C0 dodn ba &y da nhin thdy diéu gi d6,” Poirot 1dp lai. “Vi du nhu?”

“Theo hwéng mét ba &'y nhin, nhw tdi di néi, thi 12 vé phia ctra phong
doc sach. N6 khié€n t6i nghi ¢6 kha nang ba &y da nhin thdy canh ctra m¢
ra, hoidic tay ndm cira xoay, hodc thAm chi c¢6 the€ ba Ay con nhin thd’y nhiéu
hon thé€”. Ba Drake ¢6 th€’ da nhin thd’y ngwoi mé cira va chuan bj buoc ra.

Ba &y hin da nhin thd'y mot ngudi ma ba khong ngd t&i.”



“Vay cd c6 nhin V€ phia canh ctra d6 khong?”

“Khong, t6i dang nhin theo hwdng ngwoc lai, vé phia trén cau thang co
ba Drake dang dirng.”

“Va theo c6 chéc chin da c6 thir gi d6 1am ba Ay gidt minh?”

“Phai, c6 1€ chi c6 vay. Vi du nhw hanh dong mé ctra. Mot nguoi nao do,
hin phai 12 mot ngudi khong ngd t¢i, bude ra. P d& ba 'y budng binh hoa
day nwdc nang né trén tay, va lam roi nd.”

“Ban than ¢6 ¢6 nhin thd’y ai budc ra twe canh cra d6?”

“Khong. T6i khong nhin vé phia d6. Toi khong nghi 1a ¢6 nguoi buoc
hin ra d&n hanh lang dau. C6 1€ du d6 1a ai, thi ngwoi &y cling da rit lui tré
vao trong phong.”

“R61 sau d6 ba Drake lam gi?”

“Ba &y la lén rd't byc boi, roi di xudng cau thang va ndi voi téi: ‘Nhin
xem t6i da lam gi diy nay! Bung bét ca ra ro6i.” Ba &y da nhe vai mi€ng
thay tinh vo. Toi gidp ba Drake don so’ qua cdc manh thuy tinh, quét tam
vao mot goc twong. Lic d6 khé ma don sach sé hét dwoc. Lii tré bt dau na
ra khoi phong sau tro Rong tap. T6i di 18y khan lau va don dep mot chuit,
roi chi lat sau thi tiéc tan.”

“Ba Drake khong néi d&n chuyén ba Ay giat minh, hay nhic qua dén
di€u gi khi€n ba &y giat minh sao?”

“Khong. Khong hé.”

“Nhwng c6 c6 nhin thdy ba 'y da giat minh that.”

“Cé th€& 14m, Me-xur Poirot, dng nghi 12 t6i dang néi qué 1én mot chuyén
vun vat sao?”

“Khong, khéng hé,” Poirot néi. “To6i khong hé nghi vay. Toi chi moi gap



ba Drake mot Man,” 6ng néi thém, vé suy ngim, “toi di ciing v&i mot ngwdi
ban, ba Oliver, d&n tham nha ba &Yy, hay néi nhw trong sach vé phim anh la
‘hién treong vu an’. Khi ti€p xdc, theo cadm nhén cd nhan toi, c6 vé ba
Drake khong phai 1a ki€u phu ntr dé bj giat minh. C6 ¢ nghi thé khong?”

“Chéc chédn 12 th&". Nén d&n gic chinh tdi vAn thic mic khong hi¢u.”

“Khi d6 c¢6 khong hoi thém gi sao?”

“T6i lam sao ¢6 1y do d€ hdi. Néu nhw gia chi khong may lam roi chi€c
binh quy trong nha, khi€n né vo tan tanh trén san, thi chaamg cO vi khach
nao lai dirng ra néi ‘Sao ba lai d€ rovi vay?’; khac nao trach ba &y vung ve.
Ma t6i xin cam doan v&i 6ng, ‘vung vé’ khong phai 1a tinh cach cda ba
Drake.”

“Va sau dé, nhu co6 ndi, bura tiéc ket thic. Cac vi khach nhi cing cac ba
me va ban b¢ ra vé, con Joyce thi khéng thad’y ddu ca. Gio thi ching ta déu
bi€t 1a Joyce da & trong phong doc sach, va c6 bé bi gi€t chét. Vay ai la
ngudi sip stra bude ra khodi cin phong doc sach khi &y, va roi, ta cit cho 1a
ké d6 nghe c6 ti€ng noi trong hanh lang va déng canh ctra lai, va sau dé tim
cach thoat di khi moi ngwoi tia ra hanh lang d€ chao tam biét, méc do khodc
va ra vé? CO Whittaker, t6i doan cé 1€ sau khi thi th€ nan nhan dwoc tim
tha'y, c6 m&i ¢6 thoi gian d€ nho lai nhirng gi minh da tha’y?”

“Chi c6 vay ma thoi.” C6 Whittaker dirng day. “T6i e minh khong biét gi
hon d€ gitip cho 6ng nira. Ma cé th€ chuyén nay ciing chi la mdt chuyén
vun vat ngd ngan hdm do thoi.”

“Nhung né lai khac la. Tat ca nhirng chuyén bat thwong, khac la déu
dang lwu tdm. Ma nhan tién, toi cling cé mot cau can hoi ¢6. Ma chinh xdc
la hai cau.”

Elizabeth Whittaker ng'di tré xudng. “Ong héi di, dng ¢ hdi néu ¢an.”



“C6 c6 th& nhé chinh xdc trinh ty bira tiéc dién ra thé nao khong?”

“T6i nghi 13 ¢6.” Elizabeth Whittaker mat mot hai gidy cd” ging nhd lai.
“Tiéc mé& man bang cudc thi chdi. Xem chiéc chdi nao dwoe trang tri dep
nha't. C6 khoang ba hay bon giai thwdng cho cudc thi &y. R'6i dé€n phian thi
bdng bay, la dung tay hoac vot d€ tang cho ching bay quanh &y. Sau d6 la
trd nhin qua gwong, cac cd gdi s€ vao mdt can phong nhd va cdm mdt chi€c
grong d€ thad'y mat mot cdu bé hodc mdt chang trai phan chi€u trong d6.”

“Lam th& nao dan deng dwgrc nhw vay?”

“Oi, d& 14m. Nan chép dwoc g& ra, va cdc gwong mit khdc nhau bén kia
ctra c6 th€ phan chi€u vao tim gwong ma c6 gai dang cam.”

“Cac ¢0 gai c6 biét dwore ngwoi minh nhin thd’y trong gwong khong?”

“T6i dodn chic 12 c6 ngwdi nhan ra, c6 ngudi khong. Ho héa trang cho
cac chang trai, 6ng bi€t da’y, nhw 1a deo mat na hoac téc gia, hay dinh toc
mai dai hai bén, gin rau, hay dim chit phan, vi hau hét cdc chang trai déu
quen biét cac c¢6 gdi tw trede, ¢6 1€ chi thém mot hai ngwoi la tham gia.
Dau sao thi céc cd choi trd nay déu cwoti riic rich thich thd,” cd Whittaker
k€, giong pha chit khinh khinh cia mdt nguwoi cé hoc thiee ddi voi ki€u tro
vui nham chén. “Sau d6 1a dén tro dua vwot chwedng ngai vat, roi nguoi ta
bay ra mdt ly bot nén chit va dp nguoc nd ra dia, dit mot dong xu sau 1€n
dinh cuc bot va bon tré cd ging cét dan ting 14t mot. Cr ai 1am cho cuc bot
sup xudng thi bi loai khdi cudc thi, nhitng ngwoi con lai s€ ti€p tuc choi
cho d&n khi ¢6 ngwei gianh dwgec dong xu sau &y. Ti€ép dén 1a khiéu vi va
an tiéc. Sau cung, ti€t muc dinh cta buoi tdi hdm do6 la tro Rong tap.”

“L’an cud1 c6 nhin thdy Joyce 1a khi nao?”

“T6i cling khong nhé nitra,” Elizabeth Whittaker dap. “Toi khong biét ro

cd bé Ay 14m, vi Joyce khong phdi hoc sinh 1&p toi. Trd Ay ciling khong



thudc dang ndi trdi d€ tdi chd y. Nhung tdi ¢6 nhé di tha’y Joyce choi cit
bot, vi trd Ay cit 1t vung, 1am cho cuc bot d§ gan nhw ngay tirc thi. Vay la
dén lic d6 Joyce van con song, nhung khi 4y van con khd som.”

“C6 khong nhin tha’y ¢6 bé di vao phong doc sach voi ai sao?”

“Chéic chéin 13 khong. N&u nhin thay thi t6i da k& ngay tir dau roi. D6
mai la chuyén quan trong va dang quan tim ma.”

“Con gio, xin cho tdi hdi nd't cau thi hai, hodc ¢6 the thém vai cau nira,”
Poirot néi. “C6 day ¢ treong nay dwore bao 1au r'6i?”

“Dén mua thu nay la tron sdu nam.”

“Va co day mon...?”

“Toan va tieng Latinh.”

“C06 ¢6 nhé mot co6 gido tirng day & diy hai nam trwdc, tén la Janet
White khong?”

Elizabeth Whittaker thodng giit minh, toan dirng diy r'éi lai ng6i xudng.

“Nhung chuyén d6 - chuyén d6 chic chin dau cé lién quan d&n vu nay,
phai khong?”

“Co6 th€ cb,” Poirot dap.

“Nhung lién quan thé& nao méi dwgec chir?”

Gigi trf thitc & day rd rang ndm bét thdng tin kém hon so v&i nhém ng'6i
1€ @61 mach trong lang, Poirot tham nghi.

“Trudc btra tiéc Joyce ¢6 néi v&i moi ngwoi 1la minh ting chirng kién
mot vu gi€t nguoi vai ndm trede. PO cé the chinh 1a vy 4an giét Janet
White, ¢ ¢6 thd’y vay khong? Janet White da chét nhw thé nao?”

“Co0 &y bi bop ¢O khi di bd tir treong vE nha vao budi t6i.”

“MOot minh sao?”



“Co6 th€'1a khong.”

“Nhwng khong phai 1a di cung véi Nora Ambrose?”

“Ong da nim dwoc gi vé Nora Ambrose?”

“Pén gio thi chwa,” Poirot dap, “nhuwng t6i mudn tim hi€u thém. Ho nhw
th€" nao, Janet White va Nora Ambrose ay?”

“Ca hai déu ham mud6n tinh duc qua mirc,” Elizabeth Whittaker noi,
“nhung theo cach khac nhau. Lam sao ma Joyce nhin th@y vu viéc do, hodc
cé th€ biét chuyén dwore? Vu an xady ra & trén mot con dwong gan Vwon
Mé Bd ma. Tro &y h'6i d6 ciing chi mwoi hodc mwoi mot tudi la cling.”

“Trong hai ngwoi, ai da quen ciu ban trai kia?” Poirot hoi. “La Nora hay
Janet?”

“Tat cd déu da la chuyén qué khir.”

“Tdi 10i xwa thwong do béng dai.” Poirot trich dan. “Cang tredng thanh,
ching ta cang tham cau ndi ay. Nora Ambrose hién nay dang & dau?”

“Co &y da roi treomng va ddm nhan mot cong viée khic & Bic England -
cO 2y di nhién ra't dau long. Ho la... ban than thi€t.”

“Céanh sat van chwa pha dwoc vy 4n?”

Co6 Whittaker 14c dau, r'oi ditng ddy va nhin dong h'o.

“T6i phai di bay gio.”

“Céam on c0 da cho t6i bi€t chuyén nay.”



CHUONG 11

Hercule Poirot ngwdre nhin miét tién Biét thy Mo Da. Mot ngdi nha bé the,
dwoc xdy cau ky theo ding 167 kién tric gitra thoi Victoria, 6ng twdng
trong nodi tha't trong nha s& nhw thé ndo - mot ta buffet bing gd gu ning
trich, mot chiéc ban hinh chi nhat dit gira phong ciing bang gd gu niing,
mot phong choi billiard, ¢6 th€ 1a vy, mdt phong b&p réng voi phong riva
bat 1ién k&, nén 14t d4, va mot bd b&p than chic chin di dwoc thay chat dot
sang gas hodc dién.

Poirot d€ y thd’y hAu hét cdc ctra sO tAng trén van dang dong rém im lim.
Tra 1o ti€ng chudng ctra ctia ngai tham ti 1a mot phu nir gay go, toéc hoa
rAm. Ba thong bdo v&i dng ring dai td Weston va vo dang & London dé&n
tuan sau moi Ve.

Khi Poirot hoi vé khu Vwon Mé P4, ngwoi phu nir néi né dwgc mé cho
cong ching tham quan mién phi. L&i vao cich con dwong nay chi nim phuit
di bd, va dng s& nhin tha'y tA'm bién bdo treo trén mdt cénh cdng sit.

Ong d& dang tim dwoc 167 d4n dén khu vwon, bude qua canh cong va
bit dau di xudng con dwong ddc chay bing qua cdc tdn ciy cao va bui
thap.

Ché)ing mAy chdc Poirot d&n mdt di€ém nghi chan, ding lai h'6i 1au, ddm



chim trong suy nghi. TAm tri 6ng khong hoan toan chi ¢6 canh vit trudc
mét hay xung quanh, ma thyc sy 6ng dang ban suy nghi vé vai cAu néi
minh da nghe trong ngay, nh¢ lai nhitng ciu chuyén dwgc k€, ma theo 6ng
chi nghi dén thdi cling da tha’y kinh khung. M&t ban di chic gid, mot ban di
chic gid va mot cd gdi. Mot cd gai bi€n ma't, ban di chic gia kia c6 1¢ii cho
cd &y. Mot ngh€ nhan tré da dé€n day vi cong viéc, dung tai nghé de xay tao
va bién md da bd hoang 1 m chdm thanh mot khu vwwon, ding hon 1a mot
khu vwon chim. Nghi dén day, Poirot ngang 1én nhin quanh mot Ian ntra,
gat gl t0 ¥ than phuc. Vueon M6 D4a 1a mot céi tén x4u xi so v&i canh vt
noi diy. N6 goi 1én lién twdng ti€ng dap da chat chida, hinh anh nhirng
chi€c xe day lidc 1é van chuyén nhirng tang da Ion d€ lam dwong. Cai tén do
khién ngwoi ta nghi t&i nhu ciu san xud't cong nghiép. Nhung Vwon Chim
lai hoan toan khdc. C4i tén nay ciing goii nhéc trong dau Poirot nhitng ky trc
xa x0i ngay xwa. Vay la ba Llewellyn-Smythe da tirng tham gia mét chuyén
tham quan d&n céac khu veon & Ireland cia National Trust. Ban than Poirot
cling dd c6 dip dén Ireland nim, sdu nim vé treée. Ong con nhé minh dén
d6 d€ diéu tra vu trdom mén gia bio bang bac. Vu 4n d6 c6 mot s&” di€m hét
strc thi vi, khoi ddy tinh tO mo cfia 6ng, va sau khi ngai tham t& hoan thanh
xud't sdc nhiém vu phd 4n (nhw thwong 18) - dau ngoic nay la ty Poirot
thém vao trong suy nghi ciia minh - 6ng da danh vai ngay d€ du ngoan va
ngam thing canh & do.

Gior 6ng lai khong tai nao nhé ndi mdt khu veon cy the ma minh da
ting tham quan h'6i d6. Hinh nhw & dau khong xa Cork la maYy, 6ng c&
danh thtre tri nho. Killarney phai khong nhi? Khong, khong phai Killarney.
Dau d6 cdch khong xa Vinh Bantry 1a bao. Poirot van khong quén khu

veeon &y bdi né kha khac biét so voi nhirtng khu veon cda cac lau dai tai



Phap, von 1a biéu twong vé dep clia xit Versailles - nhitng thing canh dng
vAn tham ca ngoi 1a tuyét tac cta thoi dai niy. Ong con nhé minh bit dau
di cuing mot nhém nho trén mdt con thuyén. Leo 1én con thuyén &y kha kho
va qua thyc Poirot da phai nho' dé€n hai ngwoi chéo thuyén lanh nghé khde
manh do 6ng xuéng. Ho dwa doan tham quan d&€n mdt hon ddo nhd, bé
ngoai khong c6 gi ndi trdi, Poirot bit dau hdi tiéc vi da tham gia chuyén di.
Ban chin 6ng ngd'm nwdc lanh bu6t, va gié con thdi rit qua cdac khe né€p do
mua Ong mdc. Tuy€t tdc nao, Poirot tham nghi, cong trinh ki€n tric nao,
thi€t k& can do6i tuyét my nao cé the moc noi trén hon dao I¥m chém da,
cy c6i thra thdt nhw thé kia? Sai IAm, that 1a qua sai Tam.

Thuyén cap vao mdt cau tau. Cac thay thu lai khéo 1éo va thuan thuc do
ong xudng nhw da do 6ng 1én tau. Nhirng thanh vién trong doan da 1én bo,
di trede va khdong ngirng néi cwei. Poirot sau khi dwng lai chinh trang b6 4o
mua trén nguwdi va cii xudng thit lai diy giy, laamg ldng theo sau ho trén
con dwong té nhat v&i vai bui cdy moc thwa thdt hai bén. Day han 13 cong
vién nhat nh€o nhat tran doi, 6ng nghi.

Va roi, tr phia sau nhitng bui ciy ho bwdc qua bong dwng hién 1én mot
bic thém, c6 cédc bic thang din xu6ng phia dwdi. Tt bén trén nhin xudng,
Poirot kinh ngac ngidm nhin canh twong diéu ky tredc mit. Gidng nhu
da'ng tao héa thwong dwge nhic d&n trong cic bai tho Ireland da budce ra
khdi nhitng hang t&i trén d'6i d€ d&n day, va khong phai bang chan tay va
strc lao d6ng cwc nhoc, ma la bﬁng cach vay nhe cay diia than, ho tao ra mot
khu vuedn dudi chan. Ngdm nhin ti trén cao, ta c6 thé chiém ngwdng toin
b6 vé dep cua khu vwon, nhirng bui cdy, nhirng béng hoa, dong nwdc nhan
tao chdy dwdi dai phun nwde, con dwong udn quanh co. Tt ca déu tuyét

my, mé ho#ic va hién ra ttr noi khong ngo t&i nhat. Poirot thic mic khong



bi€t canh twong nguyén thiy cia noi diy nhw thé nao. Khé cé the 1a mot
mo da vi khu veeon qué gon gang va cén xieng. Gitra hon ddo 1a mot hd' séu
tham, nhung bén trén nd, ngwdi ta van ¢ thé€ thad'y bi€n & vinh va nhing
rang d0i trdp trung phia xa trén bo, swong pha cac dinh d6i tao nén mét
canh twong mo’ mong huyén do. Poirot dodn d6 c6 1€ chinh né da khoi day
cam hing cho ba Llewelly-Smythe xay dwng mdt khu veon twong ty cho
ban than, d&€ dworc tin hudng cdm gidc thda man khi sdp dit va bién mot
mo dé hoang tan thanh khung canh mién qué nwdc Anh tiéu bi€u, méc mac
va duyén dang nay.

Va roi ba Ay di tim mot ngwoi phu hop, sdn sang 1am viéc cat lyc nhuw
nd 1€, va tra lwong that hau hi d€ hién thyc héa ménh 1€nh cia minh. Va ba
ay da tim dugc anh chang tho tré da nang lyc t€n la Michael Garfield va
dwa anh ta vé day, trd cho anh ta mdt khoan chic chin khong hé nhd, va
dong thoi xay cho anh mét cin nha. Michael Garfield, Poirot nghi, da
khong lam ba chud ciia minh tha't vong.

Ong tham t& budc d&n ngdi xudng bing ghé’, chiéc ghé niy dwoc tinh
todn dit & vi trf that phit hop. Ong thi twédng twong canh vt trong khu
veon chim nay vao mua xudn. Than nhitng cdy si non va ciy bulo loang
16 bac. Nhirng bui gai va bui hoa hong tring, xen 14n nhitng ciy bach xui
nho nhd. Nhung gio’ dang 1a mua thu, va khu veon cling khéng thi€u nhirng
cdy khoe sic vao mua thu. Nhitng cdy tan 14 dd vang, mot vai cay kim I
mai, mot con dwong udn lwon dan 161 vao gitta khung canh ryc r& 4.
Trong veon trong nhieng bui kim twdc dang trd hoa, hodc cling ¢6 the la
cay dau choi Tay Ban Nha - Poirot vdn khong phai la chuyén gia vEé tén cac
loai hoa va cay bui - chi c6 hoa hdng va tulip la 6ng ddm ty tin minh nhén

dién duorc.



Nhwng moi ciy cdi xudt hién trong khu vwon theo mdt cich rat ty
nhién, gidng nhuw chiing ty moc 1&n hon 12 c6 ban tay sip x&p hay ép budc
ching lon 1én & day vay. Tuy nhién, Poirot nghi, sy that khong phai vay.
TAt ca déu duoc sip dit, tdt cd déu do ban tay con ngudi trong nén, tir
khém cdy nho nhd moc 1én & géc nay cho dén bui ciy cao lon dang xoe
rong tan 14 dd vang ding kia. Phai roi. TAt cd moi thit xud't hién & day déu
c6 tinh todn va sip dit. Va thém nira, tit ci cAy cdi déu c6 vé ngoan ngodn
phuc tung ban tay 2.

Poirot lai nghi, vdy chung phuc tung ai. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe hay
Michael Garfield? Gitra hai ngwoi ¢6 s khac biét, phai, rd't khac biét. Ba
Llewellyn-Smythe 12 ngwdi am hiéu, 6ng tin chic nhw vay. Ba di c6 kinh
nghiém 1am vuon 1au nim, chic chin ciing 1 thanh vién cta Hiép hoi Lam
veon Hoang gia Anh, ba con tirng di cac budi trien 1am, tham khao cac
catalogue mau viron, va ting tAn muc sé& thi thim thd cdc vieon canh. Ba
Llewellyn-Smythe da timg di tham quan cdc nwée, hin trong hanh trinh 6
ghé cic vuon bach thio. Ba chic chin biét minh mudn gi va ciing chic
chén s& néi 6 nhitng gi minh mudn. Nhw vay da di chwa? Poirot nghi c6 1&
la chwa. Ba c6 th€ con dwa ra nhirng ¥ twdng clia riéng minh cho ngwoi 1am
veon va bit ho phai thyc thi ching. Nhung li€u ba c6 bi€t, ding hon Ia
thie sy mueong tweong dwge chinh xac nhirng yéu cau cfia minh s€ nhw thé’
ndo khi dwoc hién thye héa? Khong chi & ngay nim dau tién khi ciy bét
dau dwoc trong, thAm chi khong chi dé€n nam tht hai, ma la nhirng hinh
dung vé khu vron cda ba sau hai, ba ndm, va thAm chi d&€n sau bay nam sau
d6. Vé phia Michael Garfield, Poirot nghi chic anh ta biét ba chii ctia minh
mudn gi vi ba d@ md ta r6 ¥ nguyén cda minh v&i anh, va anh ta cling biét

cach bié€n md da hoang so nhw sa mac nay dam chdi ndy 16c thanh mot



vron cdy twoi tdt. Khi phic thido k& hoach va bt tay thuc hién nd, hin
Michael Garfield cling cam thdy cyc ky hao hirng nhw moi nghé nhan gap
dwogrec mot khach hang hau bao rong rdi. Trén manh dit ndy anh bit dau
hinh dung vé mot mi€n tién canh an minh gitra ving d'6i ndi t& nhat tam
thwong, va trén manh da't nay mién tién canh ay trd thanh sy that. Nhirng
cay bui dit do kia hin da phai can dén cac ta'm séc tri gid khong 10, va vai
giong cay quy hi€m & day c6 1€ chi c6 the€ tim dwoc dya trén thinh tinh cua
mot m&i than quen nao d6, va ca day ntra, nhirng ti€u ti€t cay cd vun vat
nhwng can thiét cho khu vwon, tdn kém bi€t bao. Vao mua xuin bén bo
sudi ngay bén tay trdi Poirot s& 12 nhitng ciy anh thdo né hoa khoe sic, ong
dodn duoc nho nhirng chié€c 14 xanh nho nho cta chiing moc chum lai ven
suoi.

“Oy Anh,” Poirot Tdm bam, “ngwoi ta san sang din khach thim nhirng
lung hoa nha ho, dwa di ngim ting bui h'ong, hay dwoc dip k& 1€ bat tan
vé vwon hoa di€n vy ho trong. BE chirng minh cho khach thdy ho tran
trong vé dep cuia nwdc Anh thé nao, ho sé chon ngay dep troi d€ dwa ta di,
nhitng ngay ning dep khi s'i dang tr& 14, va bén dudi gdc sé 1 hoa chudng
né. Phai, khung cadnh &y qua thyc ri't dep, nhung ta nghi minh da bi dan di
ngdm qua nhiéu roi. Gio’ ta chi mong...” dong suy tuw cta Poirot chot dit
quang khi 6ng nh¢ vé canh tri trong mo’ ctia minh.

D6 1a khi 6ng dwece 1di xe chay trén nhitng con dwong & Devon. Con
dwong udn lwon quanh co, hai bén cdy moc thanh bui cao ngang mét
ngurdi, va ngay bén Ié dwong 12 thdm ciy anh thdo khoe sic. Nhitng bong
hoa vang nhat, dep tinh khoi va e ap, tda ra mot mui hwong ngon ngot, diu
nhe va phang pha't trong khong khi. Nhitng noi hoa anh thao né bat ngan sé

swc 1én thtr mui hwong dic trung 4y cia mua xudn ma khong hoa nao bi



kip. O Devon cling khong c6 nhirng bui cdy gidng quy hi€m nhw & day.
Xuan qua thu tdi, & d6 chi ¢ nhitng khém tién khach lai moc dai cho mua
xuan va hoa nghé tay vao mua thu. Mot noi tuyét dep.

Poirot t0 mo V€ nhirng chi nhan dang sinh s6ng trong Bi¢t thy Mo D4
bay gior. Ong biét tén ho, mot dai td dd vé hwu sdng cling v, nhung 18 ra
Spence nén cho 6ng bi€t nhiéu hon th€’. Poirot ¢6 cdm gidc nhirtng ngwoi
dang sinh s6ng ¢ ddy khong danh nhiéu tinh yéu cho khu viron nay nhw ba
Llewellyn-Smythe qué c&". Nghi dén d6 6ng dirng day va ti€p tuc dao bwdc
trén con dwong nhd trong veeon. Con dwong thoai thodi dé di, dwoc san d6
can than, va theo Poirot 1a dworc thiét k& riéng biét cho mot ngwoi 1on tudi
c6 the dao khip noi theo y thich ma khong phdi budc 1én qua nhiéu bic
thang d6c dirng. Va vwa ding lic nguwoi di dao ¢an dwng chan nghi ngoi,
mot chi€c ghé cling xud't hién & bén dwong, ké theo huwdng cling hét sirc
phil hop. Biing ghé trong ¢ vé han gi, nhing 1 rang van chic chin hon vé
ngoai cua nd. Tham chi, Poirot nhan ra géc gitra leng tya va chan nguwoi
ngdi trén gh& dwoe nghiéng ri't vira viin, tao cam gidc hét sirc d& chju. Ong
thAm nghi, minh nha't dinh phai tim gdp anh chang Michael Garfield nay
mo&i dwge. Anh ta da thi€t k&€ mdt khu veon tuyét voii. Mot the lam veon
bi€t rd cong viéc cua minh va mét kién tric sw thi€t k€& tai nang. Anh ta con
phai c6 mot ddi nhan cong lanh nghé de hién thwc héa nhirng thiét k& aYy,
va Poirot nghi, anh ta da khéo sip xép lai y twéng clia gia chi ti tinh dén
ndi ba Ay hin da nghi td't ca ki€n tric trong khu veon nay la do chinh ba
nghi ra. Nhung Poirot chic chin khu viedn nay khdng phai 1a sing tao cia
riéng ba 4y, ma da phian Ia ctia chang trai tré. Phai, dng mudén gip anh ta.
Né&u anh chang vin con & trong cin nha nho kia, khong nham thi dwoc xay

riéng cho nguoi lam vwon tai nang nay &. Poirot nghi minh cé th€... 6ng



tham t& chgt khyng lai.

Poirot nhin chim chiam vé phia treéc. Ngay dwdi chan 6ng 14 khu vieon
triing thap hin so v&i mit dat, nhung 6ng khong d€ tim. Ong nhin xody
qua b bén kia ctia khu vwon, noi con dwong din 167 vong qua. Anh mét
Oong do d6n vao mdt bui ciy 1a d6 vang moc tua tia 6m quanh mot vat gi
d6, ma Poirot khong chic chin liéu né c6 phai 12 mot vat hay khong, hay
chi la do 4nh sang va bong cay va l4.

Cai gi thé nhi? Poirot thAm hoi. Hay do minh qué say swa v&i canh vt
ma nhin IAm chiing? Ciing c6 th& 1am. O mot noi um thm nhw the’ nay cling
ra't dé nhin TAm. Kia la béng ngwoi hay 1a... 1a gi dwoc nhi? Suy nghi clia
Poirot chot tré vE nhirng cudc phiéu Iwu nhiéu nadm trede, ma ty 6ng da dat
t€n 1a “Nhung chi€n cong cua chang Hercules”*. D6i khi, 6ng ¢6 cam giic
noi ddy khong phai 1a mot khu veon Anh Quéc. Cam giac ky bi bao trim
bau khong khi. Ong c& ging dinh nghia né. Khu vedn nay nhw c6 phép
thuat, c6 buia mé, ta't nhién la c6 ca vé dep, mdt vé dep e 1€, nhung ciing day
hoang dai. Néu noi ddy dwore dung 1am san kha'u cho mot vé kich, hin n6
s€ la hoat canh xuadt hién ctia nhitng ti€n nt, nhtrng vi than dién da nta
ngwoi nira dé, mot khung canh mang vé dep ddm chat Hy Lap, va mang ca
trong d6 ndi s¢r hai. Ping vay, Poirot nghi, cdm gidc s¢ hai 1an qui't quanh
day trong khu veeon chim nay. Chi ctia Spence da k€ gi nhi? Chuyén gi dé
cé lién quan d&n mot vu gi€t nguoi trong chinh mdé da nguyén thiay tw
nhiéu nam tred'c. Mdu da tha'm 1én nhirng hon dd & day, nhwng sau do, cai
chét &y da chim vao quén lang, moi da'u tich déu da bi chon 1ap va xda
nhoa, va roi Michael Garfield dén, tir day thi€t k& va xay tao nén mdt khu
viron tuyét my, va mot ba tudi gan dat xa troi sdn sang bd tién chi trd cho
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bén luc nay thi Poirot da nhén ra cai bong minh nhin th@y 1a mot chang
trai tré dang ding & bo bén kia phan vwon chim. VAy quanh anh ta la
nhirng tan 14 dd tua tda, va ban than chang trai, lic nay Poirot m&i nhin 13,
cling mang mdt vé dep khac thwong. Ngay nay khong ma’y ai mo ta vé dep
cta cac chang trai tré 1a khac thwong. Ngwoi ta ¢6 th€ néi mot anh chang
nao d6 1a hap din hay quyén rii chét ngwoi, va nhitng 101 tdn dwong ki€u
dy thuwong cling khd xac dang. Anh ta ¢6 th€ s& htru gwong mét géc canh,
mai téc muwot bong bénh, hay mang nhirng dwong nét ndi bat hon nguoi
khac. Nhuwng thong thwong khong ai goi mot chang trai 1a tuyét my. Nén
khi dd phai ding dén tr &y, ngwdi ta hin dang tdn tung pham chat hay vé
dep nao d6 da bi€n mat t lau, va kém theo la chdt nudi ti€c. Nhirng c6
nang quyén rii da khong con ham mo chang Orpheus va cdy dan luyt cua
chang,* gio ddy ho chi phat cudng nhirng ca si nhac pop v&i chit giong
khan khan, s& hiru ddi mét da tinh cling méi téc r&i bu xil.

Poirot dirng ddy va bwdc theo con dwong vong qua khoang dat triing.
Khi 6ng vira dat chan d&€n bo bén kia, chang trai tré da budc ra khoi bui cay
d€ chio. An twong ro rang nhit vé anh chang nay chinh la sy tré trung,
nhwng theo quan sat cda Poirot, tusi anh ta c6 1& khong con tré, dng chirng
da phai trén ba mwoi, gan bon muoi. Nu cwoi trén geong mat anh ta rat
nhe, khong phai nu cwoi chao dén, ma gidng nhw ki€u cwoi chi€u 1€, ghi
nhan sy ¢6 mat ctia Poirot. M6t chang trai cao rdo, manh dé, v&i nhirng
dwong nét dep nhw tac twong. Doi mit sAm, mai téc den xda 6m 18y gwong
mit anh. Trong khoanh khéc, Poirot @3 ng& minh va anh chang nay dang
gip nhau trong budi tdng duyét ciia mdt cudc thi sic dep ndo d6. N&u ding
la vay, Poirot nhin xudng d6i ung cao su di mwa dwdi chan minh, thim

nghi, hoi 61, c6 1€ 6ng nén di gap nhan vién phuc trang d€ dwoc chuan bi
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tot hon m&i phai.

Ong mé 1o, “Hinh nhw t6i da di dao hoi xa. N&u tdi c6 that 1€ 1am
phién anh, xin anh thir 16i. T6i méi d&€n xr nay Fan d4u nén con la 1am. Toi
vira d&€n hom qua thoi.”

“T6i khong nghi ai lai bdo the nay 12 tha't 18.” Chang trai trd 1o bang
mot giong nhd nhe, lich sy nhwng ho' hirng khé hi€u, nhw the tim tri cia
anh ta dang lang thang & mot noi nao dé rat xa x6i. “Vwon khong hin 12
m¢& cho c¢ong ching, nhwng rd't nhiéu nguwoi thich dén day di dao. Pai ta
Weston va phu nhan khong phién dau. Ho chi d€ tam néu c6 hw hai, ma
chuyén dé hi€m khi xay ra.”

“Khong c¢6 hanh dong pha hoai nao,” Poirot nhan xét, ngoanh dau nhin
quanh mot lwgt. “Khéng mdt manh rac. Tham chi con khong cé ca thung
rac. That ky la, khong phai sao? Noi ddy c6 chit ving vé - la that. Nhitng
chd dep nhw thé’ ndy ddng 1€ s& c6 nhiéu ciip tinh nhan lui t¢i méi phai.”

“Cac cdp do6i thwong khong dén day,” chang trai tra loi. “Vi Iy do nao
dé, ho coi noi nay xui xéo.”

“Xin phép dwoe hdi, anh ¢ phai chinh 1a ngwoi thi€t k& khu vwon?
Ciing c6 the't6i doan Tam.”

“T61 tén 1a Michael Garfield,” anh dap.

“Tdi ciing dd ngd ngo.” Poirot néi. Ong khodt tay xung quanh. “Anh
lam nén cd cong trinh nay sao?”

“Vang,” Michael Garfield dap.

“Dep qua,” Poirot ca tung. “T6i hoi 18y lam la khi mot théng canh dep
thé nay dwoc dgng Ién gitra mdt noi, thanh thiat ma ndi, c6 canh vat nham

chdn nhw & ddy. Toi xin chic ming anh.” Ong thim t& néi tiép, “Anh hén



ra't hai 1ong v&i tac pham minh da xay dung dwoc & day.”

“Con ngudi c¢é bao gid thye sy hai 1ong khong? Tdi c6 chiit thic méc.”

“T6i khong nhdam thi anh xay dgyng khu vwon nay cho ba Llewellyn-
Smythe. Ba &y hién khong con ntra, nhw té6i dwoe bi€t. Con vi dai td va ba
Weston, gio’ ho 1a chi khu viron nay phai khong?”

“Phdi. Ho mua lai gid hoi. Mot ngdi nha @6 s6 dé€n mic kénh cang -
quan cin nha &y khong dé dau - da s6 moi nguwdi déu khong thich né 18m.
Ba Ay di chic d€'1ai n6 cho t6i.”

“Va anh da ban n6.”

“T61 ban can nha.”

“Va khong ban khu Vueon Mé ba?”

“0, ¢6 chir. Vieon Mo P4 di cling theo cin nha, néi ding ra, giong nhw
mot mon tdng kem.”

“Tai sao vay?” Poirot héi. “Chuyén nay kha la thid vi. Anh khong phién
néu toi to mo chr?”

“Céc cdu hoi cta 6ng khong giong nhirng ngwoi khac,” Michael Garfield
nhin xét.

“T6i thwong khong tO mo nhiéu vE sy viéc, ma hay hi€u ky vé nguyén
nhan hon. Tai sao anh A lai 1am thé nay va sao anh B lai hanh x& thé kia?
Hay vi sao thai d0 cia cau C lai khac cta cau A va B?”

“Ong nén néi chuyén véi mdt nha khoa hoc méi ding,” Michael ndi.
“Pay 1a vain dé do di truyén hoidc nhiém séc th€, nhw biy gio’ ching ta hay
néi vay. Do sip xé&p hay ca'u tric gi d6.”

“Khi ndy anh c¢6 néi la minh khong hoan toan hai long v&i khu veon

nay, vi chang ai trén doi thye sy thda man vé diéu gi ca. Thé con ba cha,



khéach hang cta anh, hay anh goi la gi cling dwoee, thi sao - ba &y hai long
ch? V&i khu veon tuyét dep nay?”

“O¥ mot chrng muc nao d6 thi ¢6,” Michael ddp. “La toi tha’y th&. Ba 4y
cling khong phéi ngwoi kho tinh.”

“Chuyén nay c6 vé kho tin,” Hercule Poirot néi. “Ba &y nhw t6i duoc
biét ciing da hon sdu muwoi tudi roi. It nhat 13 sdu mwoi lim. Nhing nguoi
gia & tudi d6 dau cé dé tinh?”

“Toi da thuy€t phuc ba tin 1a nhirng gi t6i lam déu theo ding nhu yéu
Cau, y twdng va hinh dung cta ba 4y vé khu veon.”

“C6 dung la vay khong?”

“Ong héi that da’y a?”

“Khong,” Poirot ddp. “Thuyc tinh ma néi 1a khong.”

“PE€ dat dwoe thanh cong trong cudc sdng,” Michael Garfield tiép loi,
“ngwoi ta phai quy€&t tim theo dudi nhirng gi minh mong mudn, vira phai
vay viing cho that thda nhirng dam mé nghé thuit bén trong, nhwng ciing
phai biét cdch 1am #n. Ong phai thuyét phuc nguoi khic mua nhitng gi
minh ¢6 trong tay. N&u khong thi ca doi nay 6ng s€ chi lam theo y twdng
cta ngwoi khac ma khong thé€ 1am theo ding nhirng gi minh mudn. T6i 1am
moi thr chi y&€u theo y ctia minh, sau dé thuyét phuc, hay dung ngén tw
dep d& hon 1a quang b4, d&€ khach hang thué toi sdn sang trd tién cho né va
nghi rang d6 1a tir nhitng ¥ twéng va k& hoach ctia ho ma thanh. Nghé thuat
thuy&t phuc 4y ciing khong khé hoc 14m. D& nhw dy mdt dira tré mua tring
nau thay vi trizng tring vay. Khach hang phai tin rang tritng nau 13 nhitng
qua trieng td't nha't, ngon nhat, 1a tinh tdy ciia mién qué. Vi du nhw ta c6 thé€
no6i dé 1a d&€n ga mai cling wu ai ching hon? Nhirng qua trirng nau, tw trang

trai, tr mién qué that. Chang ai ¢6 th€ ban ching néu chi néi ‘Trirng nao



ma chaalng 1a tring, chi khéc nhau & chd qua nao twoi hon thoi’.”

“Anh qua thit suy nghi khong gidng nguoi binh thwong,” Poirot néi, vé
suy ngam. “Va c6 phin ngao man.”

“Ciing c6 the.”

“Anh da xay deng mdt cong trinh tuyét dep. Anh da rét kha nang sang
tao va tai nang kié€n tric ctia minh vao mot md da 1ém chd'm, ting bi bon
rit vo tdi va cho muc dich cong nghi€p, ngo nhw khdng the' tim lai dwoc vé
dep da mat. Anh da dung dén tri twdng twong, phac thao trong dau khung
canh khu vwon khi hoan thién, va tim cach gom @a tién d€ hién thwc hda
n6. T6i xin chic mwng anh va cling xin bay td sy ngwong mo cda minh. Sy
nguwdng md cia mot dng gia sap het thoi.”

“Nhung lic nay ong van con tiép tuc lam viéc dd’y thoi?”

“Vay anh da biét toi 1a ai r'6i?”

Poirot khong gidu vé hai 1ong. Ong von thich nhitng ngwdi biét danh
tiéng clia minh, thoi nay e 1a khong con nhiéu ngwoi nhw vy.

“Ong Tn theo v&t mdu, nhitng toi 4c... chuyén dé & day moi ngudi déu
bi€t ca. Vung nay nhd, it ngwoi, tin tiec lan nhanh. Mét nhan vat ti€ng tam
da dwa O6ng dén day.”

“A, ¥ anh 12 ba Oliver.”

“Ariadne Oliver. Tac gid an khach. Nhiéu ngwoi rdt mudn phdng van,
xin y ki€n ba &y vé may chi dé nhw bao lwc hoc dwong, chii nghia xa hoi,
cach an van cta cac cd gai, tw do tinh duc, roi rdt nhiéu thw chflng lién
quan dén ba &y ntra.”

“Phai, phai,” Poirot dap, “that t¢ hai, theo t6i nghi. Theo t6i ho khong

thwe s hoc hdi nhiéu tir ba 4y. Ho chi bi€t ba Oliver thich tdo. Ma s thich



ndy ai cling 16 ca hai mwoi ndm qua 1a it, nhwng ba 4y van cwoi hai long
khi nhic lai. Nhung gio thi toi e ba 4y khong thich tdo nira roi.”

“Co phdi vi maYy trdi tdo ma 6ng dén day khong?”

“MaYy trdi tdo trong bura ti€c Hallowéen,” Poirot dép. “Anh c6 dén du
hom dé khong?”

“Khong.”

“Vay la anh may mén day.”

“May méin sao?” Michael Garfield nhéic lai, giong thodng chit ngac
nhién.

“Lam khdch trong mdt bira tiéc c6 xdy ra giét ngudi thi chic chdn khong
phai 12 trdi nghiém dé& chju r6i. C6 I8 anh chwa roi vao hoan canh &y bao
gio’, nhung d€ tdi n6i anh nghe, anh may mén 12 bdi...” Poirot chuyén sang

tieng Phap “...il y a des ennuis, vous comprenez? Anh s€ bi 161 vao cic cudc

tham van vé thoi gian, ngay thang, & dau, va cac ciu hdi riéng tw khic
khong n€ nang &y.” R0i 6ng ndi ti€p, “Anh bi€t c6 bé &y khong?”

“0, ¢6 chi. O day ai ciing bi€t nha Reynolds. Dan trong vung nay toi
quen bi€t gan hét. S6ng & Woodleigh Common thi ai cling bi€t nhau c4, it
hay nhiéu thoi. Ngwoi thi than thiét, ngwoi thi chd ban be, ngwoi thi don
thudan la bi€t mat nhau, dai loai th€"”

“Co0 bé Joyce &y la nguoi nhw thé nao?”

“Co bé - néi sao nhi? - khong ndi bat 1dm. Giong néi kha 12 khé nghe.
Ki€u chéi tai. BaYy, t6i chi nh¢ dwgc ¢6 vay. Toi khdong quan tdm dén tré
con 1dm. Pa phian chiing 1am t6i phét chin. C6 bé Joyce Ay ciing 1am toi
phét chdn. Cir mdi TAn né mé miéng 12 y nhw rang chi ba hoa vé ban than

tho1.”



“Cd bé khong duwoe thid vi 1dm sao?”

Michael Garfield thoang ngac nhién.

“T6i khong cho 1a vay. Co bé c6 nha't thi€t phai 1a ngwoi thd vi khéng?”

“Theo quan di€m cua tdi thi nhitng nguwoi tinh tinh nhat nhoa thwong
khé ¢6 th€ bi sat hai. Thong thwong ngwoi ta bi giét vi vu loi, vi so héi,
hodc vi tinh yéu. Mdi ké giét ngwedi déu c6 dong co’ riéng, nhwng ludn phai
c6 mdt diém khéi dau nao do...”

bén day Poirot chot ding lai va nhin ¢6ng h'6.

“T6i phai di roi. Toi cé cudc hen. Mot Tan nira, xin ¢é loi khen danh cho
anh.”

Dut loi 6ng thdm t& budc xudi theo con dwong, trong ddu can than suy
tinh phwong hwdng, 6ng mung tham la minh da khéng di doi giay da bong

16n chat nich.

Michael Garfield khong phaéi 1a ngwoi duy nha't Poirot dinh gap & khu vwron
chim ngay hom &y. Khi vira budc xudng phan vweon chim, 6ng thdy con
dwong tach 1am ba nhanh tredc mét, dan di ba hwéng khdc nhau. Va ngay
167 vao nhanh dwong chinh gitra, trén mot khic cidy do, mot dira tré dang
ng'6i dgi dng. Lap tirc ¢6 bé ca't giong ranh rot:

“Chau khong nhdam 6ng la 6ng Hercule Poirot, c6 phai khong a?”

Giong cd bé rat trong tréo, am di€u cao vut nhw ti€ng chuoéng ngan. Co
bé trong nhw mdt sinh vat mdng manh, cé nét nao dé ra't hop voi khung

canh & khu veon chim nay. Giong nhw mét than rieng hay mot yéu tinh ti



hon.

“Pung la tén ctia ta,” Poirot dap.

“Chdu dén day d€ gip ong,” cd bé néi. “Ong sdp d&n ding tra & nha
chau c6 dung khong a?”

“V&i ba Butler va ba Oliver sao? Pung vay daYy.”

“Vang, ding r'oi. B6 1a me chau va c¢6 Ariadne.” C6 bé chuyén giong
trach méc. “Ong hoi tré roi da’y a.”

“Ta xin 10i. Ta ghé qua néi chuyén v&i mot ngwoi.”

“Vang, chau c6 nhin thdy ong. Ong da trd chuyén vé&i Michael ¢6 phai
khong a?”

“Chéau bi€t anh ta?”

“Tat nhién roi a. Nha chau don dén day ciing lau roi. Chau bi€t moi
ngwoi trong ving.”

Poirot hoi ¢6 bé bao nhiéu tuoi.

“Chau mwoi mdt tudi a. Nam sau chdu s€ vao treeong ndi tri.”

“Chd4u th&y bu'dn hay vui khi sdp vio truong?”

“Chdu ciing khong biét chic nira, phdi d&n d6 di. Chdu ciing khdng tha’y
thich noi nay 1dm, it nha't 12 khdng nhiéu nhw trede.” R'6i ¢d bé néi thém:
“Chau nghi 6ng nén di cuing chau bay gio, ta di thoi a.”

“TA4t nhién roi, tat nhién roéi. Xin 16i ta d&n mudn.”

“0, khong sao dau a.”

“Chau tén la gi nhi?”

“Miranda a.”

“Ta thdy cai tén &y hop v&i chau dd’y.” Poirot nhan xét.



“Ong da nghi d&n Shakespeare diing khong a?”*

“Phai. Chau c6 hoc v& kich d6 & treong khong?”

“C6 a. C6 Emlyn c6 doc vai v& kich cho tui chdu. Chdu cling nho' me
doc cho chau nghe thém vai tic pham khac ntra. Chau thich v& kich aY.
Giai diéu rat tuyét voi. Mot thé gici méi 1ong 1Gy.* Ky thuc ching ¢6 thi
g1 nhw vy, c6 ding khong a?”

“Chau khong tin sao?”

“Ong c6 tin khong?”

“Ludn ¢6 mot the” gidi méi 1ong 14y ton tai,” Poirot néi, “nhwng né chi
danh cho, chdu biét di'y, nhitng nguoi cuc ky dic biét. Nhitng ai may mén.
Nhirng ai sn sang xay dyng nén mot thé” gidi nhw vy trong chinh ban than
minh.”

“A., chdu hi€u roi,” Miranda dap, vé hét sirc nhe nhdm thanh than, du
Poirot khong 16 cd bé thyc sy da hi€u gi.

Co bé quay lung va bit dau din dudng cho Poirot.

“Chiing ta hdy di 161 nay. Ciing khong xa 18m dau a. Ong c6 the di tit
qua hang rao veon nha chau.” R6i c6 bé chi tay vé phia xa, quay mat lai
néi véi Poirot: “O ngay gitra chd kia tirng ¢6 mot voi phun nude.”

“Mot voi phun nuwdc sao?”

“A, tr ma’y nim trede roi a. Chau dodn né gior van & d6, 18p dudi ma’y
bui cdy va canh khé céc thir. N6 ciling bi vo r'oi. Nguwoi ta don ma’y manh
vo' di nhueng khong ai chiu xay lai n6 ca.”

“Ti€c that day.”

“Chdu ciing cheamg biét nira. Ong thich voi phun nuée 1§m a?”

“Ca dépend,” Poirot dap.
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“Chau biet chut ti€ng Phéap,” Miranda n6i. “Cau d6 c6 nghia la ‘con
tly’, c6 phai khong a?”

“Piing r'oi. Chéau c6 vé dwoc day dd & treong ra't tot.”

“Ai ciling n6i cd Emlyn 12 mot gido vién xuit sic. C6 Ay 1a hiéu trudng
clia tui chau. C6 nghiém khéc thdy s¢, va nhiéu khi hoi clng rdn, nhung
thinh thoang c6 k&€ chuyén cwc ky hay cho bon chau nghe.”

“Th& thi cd &y rd rang 1a mot gido vién gidi roi,” Hercule Poirot ket
luan. “Chau bi€t khu viron nay r6 nhi, hinh nhw 1a thudc hét moi néo & day.
Chéu c6 hay dén day khong?”

“0, ¢6 chir a, khu vieon nay 1a mot trong nhitng chd dao choi wa thich
cta chdu. Chau ma dén day thi chaalng ai bi€t dwoc, ong biet dd'y. Chau treo
lén cay ngoi - trén cic canh &y, va quan sat. Chau thich tro d6. Quan sat
moi thit dién ra.”

“Vi du nhw nhteng gi?”

“Chu y&u la 14 s6c va chim thoi a. Chim la loai hay gy g& véi nhau,
ding khong a? Khong giong nhw trong ciu tho ‘Chim trong td nhd dong
long’. Bon chung that ra chfmg dwoc nhw vay, c6 dung khong a? Chau con
ngam i séc nira.”

“Vay chau c6 tha'y ngwoi khong?”

“Thinh thodng. Nhung chd nay thudng ching ¢6 may ai lui tGi.”

“Ta khong hi€u, tai sao vay?”

“Chau doan 1a ho s¢.”

“Nhung ho s¢ gi m&i dwge?”

“Vi ngay xua chd niy c6 nguwdi bi giét. Y chau 12 tredre khi né thanh khu

veon dy. T h'6i nd 1a md d4, toan 1a dong sd6i ddng cat, va nguoi ta tim



thd’y c6 4y & d6. Trong chd d6. Ong c6 nghi cau tuc ngi ngay xwa la ding
khong - vé chuyén ma nguoi ta sinh ra né€u khdng chét treo thi ciing chét
chim ay a7”*

“Gid ching ai bi treo ¢& ca. Nudc Anh khong con 4n treo c& niva roi.”

“Nhung mot vai niede khdc thi van con. Ho treo ¢& ngwoi ta trén dwong
phd ludn &y. Chéau doc trén bdo nhw vay.”

“A, th& chdu nghi chuyén d6 1a t&t hay xau?”

Co6 bé Miranda tra 101, nhung khong hoan toan 1a cho céu héi &y, va
Poirot hi€u dwoc vi sao.

“Joyce bi dim chét dudi,” cd bé nodi. “Me khdng mudn nodi chdu biet,
nhung thé that hoi ngdc, chdu nghi vay, 6ng tha'y sao? Y chéu 1a, chau da
muoi mot tuoi rof.”

“Chau ¢6 choi voi Joyce khong?”

“C6 a. NGi ding ra ban 8y 1a m6t nguoi ban tot. Do6i khi ban &y k€ chéu
nghe nhiéu chuyén hay ho 14m. V& may con voi va Hoang t& An D6 4y a.
Ban 4y tirng di choi An D6 mot Tan. Uéc gi chau ciing dwoc d&n d6. Chau
voi Joyce k€ moi bi mét cho nhau nghe. Chau chaalng c6 nhiéu chuyén d¢’ ke
nhv me chdu. Me c6 di Hy Lap, ong biét dd’y. Me chau gap c6 Ariadne &
do, nhwng me da khong dwa chdu di cung.”

“Vay ai n6i cho chdu biet vé Joyce?”

“Ba Perring, ddu bé&p nha chdu. Chau nghe ba &y néi chuyén voi ba
Minden khi ba Minden d€n don dep nha. Ké nao d6 da dim dau ban &y vao
x0 nwoc.”

“Chau c6 doan la ai khong?”

“Chau chiu thoi. Hai ngwoi d6 hinh nhw cling khdng bié€t, nhwng du sao
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binh thwong ho ciing chfmg thong minh gi.”

“The chdu c6 doan dwgc khong, Miranda?”

“HOm &y chau khong dé€n. Chéu bi viém hong va s6t nhe nén me khong
cho chau di dy tiéc. Nhung chau nghi ¢ th€ chau biét. Thé nén chau mdi
héi la 6ng cé tin con nguoi sinh ra sé bi chét du6i khong. Ching ta di qua
hang rao ding nay. Ong can than quén do da’y a.”

Poirot theo chan Miranda din dwong. Loi di tit tr Veon Mo P4 qua
hang rao nay hop v&i voc dang bé nhd cia ¢d nhéc dan dwong tinh nghich
clia dng hon - ¢d bé lach qua ém ru. Tuy vay, Miranda ciing td ra lo ldng
cho Poirot, quay lai dan 6ng chd y nhtrng bui gai tua tia dam sat bén, va
con can than nang nhirng dau nhon hang rao 1€n cho 6ng di qua. Hai nguoi
chui vao mot géc vwon, Poirot d€'y thd’y ngay gan noi dng bude vao la mot
dong phan bén. Ca hai r€ vao mdt goc cd gian dwa leo bd hoang, di qua hai
thuing rdc dwng trong vuedn. Sau d6 mot manh vieon dwoc cit tia gon gang
va trong toan hoa h'dng hién ra, din 167 vao ngdi nha gd nho xinh. Van din
dwong, Miranda dwa Poirot vio nha bing 161 ctta s& cao ki€u Phép, va
gidng nhr mot nha swu tAm mdi van chuyén nguyén ven va lanh 1an mot
mau bo cdnh cing quy hi&€m, cd bé dong dac tuyén bo”

“Con da dwa 6ng 4y vé day an toan roi1 a.”

“Miranda, khong phai la con dwa khach cta chiing ta qua 167 hang rao d6
chr? Con phai di dworng cong bén chir.”

“L061 nay tot hon ma,” Miranda dap. “Nhanh hon va gan hon.”

“Va mét hon nra.”

“T6i quén mat,” ba Oliver cdt ti€ng. “To6i da gidi thi€u 6ng vdi ba

Butler ban cua téi chwa nhi?”



“Tat nhién la roi. Khi & buu dién.”

Poirot nhic d&n cudc gidi thiéu nhanh gon khi ba ngwdi dirng x&p hang
tred'c quay buu dién. Nhung bay gio’ Poirot m&i ¢6 dip quan sat ngwoi ban
ctia ba Oliver & khoang cach géan. Trwede d6 6ng chi c6 an twong vE mot
phu nir ¢6 véc dang gay voi chi€c khan choang che mat va khoac 4o mwa.
Judith Butler khodng ba mwoi 1am tudi, va né€u cd con gdi mang vé ngoai
giong mot nir than riwng thi ba Judith lai ¢6 nhiéu nét dep ctia mot nix than
nwde. Ba nhw nang tién cad canh gitr kho bau sdng Rhine bwdc ra te vé
opera Chiéc nhdn cia ngwoi Nibelung viy. Mai toc vang 6ng budng ri
xudng vai, xeong go ma gay ctua ba v€ thanh hai nét nhat trén khuoén mat
thon dai tinh t&, nGi bat trén d6 12 do6i méit to mau xanh ngoc bi€c, va che
dwdi cdp 16ng mi dai cong viit.

“T6i rat vui vi c6 dip dwoc cdm on dng nhw thé” nay, Me-xi Poirot,” ba
Butler mé& 1&i. “Ong that ti t&, sin sing xudng tan ddy d€ gitp d& ching
toi khi Ariadne nho ciy.”

“Mot khi ba ban Oliver diy da nho t6i chuyén gi, thi tdi budc phai lam
cho bing dworc,” Poirot dap.

“Bay nao,” ba Oliver noi.

“Ba Oliver tin chic ring dng s& tim ra 1&i gidi cho ciu chuyén kinh
khiing nay. Miranda, con yéu, con vao b&p dwoc khong? Me d€ banh nwdng
trén khay lwoi trén 10 day.”

Miranda 1ap tirc ma't dang. Trwdc khi ra khoi phong, ¢6 bé trao cho me
minh mot nu cwdi ddy 4n y, nhw thé thay 16 mudn néi ring: “Me chdu
dang mudn tdng khit chdu ra chd khdc mot lic.”

Me Miranda néi: “T6i c& ging khdng d€ con bé biét vé chuyén nay, vé

nhirng th kinh khing da xdy ra. Nhwng t6i dodn ngay to ddu l1a khong



the.”

“Qua thuc 1a vay,” Poirot néi. “Chuyén x4u thwong dé lan truyén nhanh,
nhat la khi d6 lai 1a mdt bi kich kinh hoang. Hon ntra,” 6ng néi thém,
“chzatng ai c6 th€ sdng cd doi ma khong biét chuyén gi dién ra xung quanh
minh. Va v&i tré con thi ching lai cang nhay cam véi thé€ gidi xung
quanh.”

2 9

“T6i nho ¢6 cau tho ‘Gitra ching ta ludn cé ké toc mach d€ y moi tha’,
ba Oliver n6i, “khdng bi€t cia Bursn hay Sir Walter Scott nhung 6ng ta néi
phai 1dm.”

“Joyce Reynolds ro rang da nhin thay mot sy viéc nghi€ém trong nao do
co nhr mét vu gi€t ngwoi,” ba Butler néi. “Théat khé ma tin dwgc.”

“Ba tin 1a Joyce da trong thay su viéc ay?”

“Y t6i 12 toi tin ring cd bé dd nhin thd'y mot chuyén khing khi€p nhw
vy ma tredc d6 lai khong hé hé ring k€ vé né. Ki€u nay c6 vé khong
giong Joyce cho 1im.”

“Piéu dau tién ta't ca moi nguwoi & ddy déu mudn tdi bi€t,” Poirot ndi,
giong nhe nhang, “la c6 bé Joyce Reynolds 1a mot dira tré chuyén néi doi.”

“Nhung t6i nghi cling c¢6 kha nang,” Judith Butler néi, “mot dira tré bia
ra chuyén gi do, roi hdéa ra no la sy thyc?”

“Di nhién ngay tir khi bit dau, gid thuyét nay di 12 di€ém mau chdt quan
trong cda ching ta,” Poirot dap. “Vi ¢c6 mdt thyc t&€ khdng the chdi cai, do
la Joyce Reynolds da bi gi€t hai.”

“Vay 1a dng da bét dau tim hi€u. C6 khi d&n gidr ong biét hét roi ciing
nén,” ba Oliver ndi.

“Ma-dam, xin dung doi hdéi & t6i nhirng diéu bat kha thi. Ba ldc nao



ciing that voi vang.”

“Sao lai khong ch®?” ba Oliver dap. “Bay gior ai khong nhanh chan
nhanh tay sé chealng lam dwore tro trong gi.”

bing ldc nay Miranda quay tré lai voi mot dia x€p ddy banh nwdng.

“Con d€ xuéng day nhé?” C6 bé hodi. “Con dodn moi ngwoi cling néi
chuyén xong roi, c6 dung khong a? Hay me 1ai mudn con vao bép 18y thém
g1doe?”

Giong co6 bé giéu cot ddy an y. Ba Butler ha chiéc am tra bac kiéu
Georgia xudng bé 10 swdi, cAm cdi Am dién trwede d6 ba da tit di ngay khi
né vira sdi, dd nwrdc néng vira day binh va bit dau rét tra ra tich moi hai vi
khiach. Bang phong thdi hét sitc tao nhd, Miranda gip banh néng va
sandwich dwa leo cho tirng nguoi.

“T6i va Ariadne gdp nhau & Hy Lap,” ba Judith k€.

“T6i nga xudng bi€n,” ba Oliver ti€p loi, “khi chiing téi dang 1én tau tw
ddo tr& vé bo. Bién dong kha manh va cdc thdy thd c& ludén miéng ho
‘nhay’ va, tdt nhi€n 1a ho luén Iudn ho khi thuyén da tr6i ra xa, d€’ ngay ldc
d6 no sé troi trd lai gan bor, nhwng tdi cr lo 1a minh khong nhdy dwore. Néu
12 6ng, dng ciling s& bat dau 14p cap, 16ng ngéng va hoing hot, va roi dng
nhdy khi tha’y thuyén trdi lai gan, va ta't nhién, ding Idc d6 thi nd lai tr6i ra
xa.” Ba dwng lai 18y hoi. “Judith gidp kéo t6i 1én va nho vdy ma ching t6i
bit dAu than nhau, c6 phai khdng nhi?”

“Phai, ding la vay,” ba Butler néi. “V&i lai, t6i da ra't thich tén thanh cta
ba. C6 vé rat hop.”

“Vang, t61 nghi n6 c6 gdc Hy Lap,” ba Oliver déap. “D¢ la tén to1, ba biet
da’y. T6i khong nghi ra cdi t€n d6 cho muc dich van chwong hay gi ca.

Nhuwng toi van chwa gip chuyén gi ki€u nhan vat Ariadne. T6i chua tirng bi



tinh yéu dich thyc cia minh béd rovi trén mot hon ddo Hy Lap nao hét.”*

Poirot dwa tay vudt vudt ria mép, cd che nu cwoi 6ng khong the kim noi
khi twedng twrong canh ba Oliver trong vai mét tién niv Hy Lap bi bo roi.

“Chung ta dau c6 ai sOng giong nhw tén dau,” ba Butler noi.

“Pung la khong that. Toi khong th€ mwong twong noi ¢d trong vai mot
ngudi ddm xudng tay cit cd ngudi tinh. C6 phai nhw the’ khong nhi, ¥ toi 12
gidng nhw chuyén giwra Judith va Holofernes 8y ?”*

“Vi long yéu nwde ma cd Ay phai lam thoi,” ba Butler trd 1o, “nho’ hanh
dong nay, n€u t6i nhd khong nhidm, ma ¢6 4y dwge tan dwong la anh hiing
va tang thudng.”

“T6i khong ranh tich Judith va Holofernes 18m. D6 1a Kinh Nguy téc, ¢6
phai khong? Dau sao nghi lai, ding 12 ngwoi ta hay ddt cho con minh nhirng
cai tén that ky la, c6 phai khong? Nhan vat nao dong dinh vao dau nguoi
khéc &y nhi? Jael hay Sisera gi d6. T6i ciing ching nhé dau 12 #én ngudi
dan 6ng, dau la tén ngwoi phu nit nira. Hinh nhw 1a Jael. T6i nho khong
nham, cd 1€ chwa ¢ dira tré nao dwoc dit tén thanh 1a Jael.”

“Ba Ay dang mén bo tred'c mét 6ng ta trén mdt chi€c dia quy tdc,”*
Miranda ba't ngo’ doc 1on cau trich, r'oi lai im bét va ngoan ngoan don khay
tra.

“Pwng nhin t6i,” Judith Butler néi v&i ban, “t6i dau cé gidi thiéu Kinh
Nguy tac cho con bé. La chwong trinh hoc trén trrong ctia con bé day.”

“N6i dung nhw vy ma dwoe day & treong hoc hién dai thi ¢6 hoi bat
thwong khdng nhi?” ba Oliver néi. “Ho thwong day nhirng tw twdng luén
thwong dao 1y chix, phai khong?”

“V&i cd Emlyn thi khong dau a,” Miranda gép vao. “Co &y hay néi néu
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thoi bay gior tui con di nha tho s€ chi dwgc nghe giang cac phién ban hién
dai cta Kinh thanh théi, va nhw vy thi ch?ing con gid tri van hoc gi ntra ca.
Tui con it nhat nén biét d&n ban viin dién xudi va ca bai tho khong vian ctia
Ban dich dy quyén*. Con thich tich vé Jael va Sisera 1dm,” ¢ bé néi thém,
roi to vé suy nghi mong lung. “Ta‘t nhién Iam chuyén khing khi€p nhw vay
thi con khéng bao gio nghi dén. Y con 1 déng dinh vio d4u ngwdi khac
khi ho dang ngu 8y.”

“Me cung mong la khong,” me cd bé noi.

“Vay néu la chau thi chau dinh danh bai ké thu b§ing cach nao,
Miranda?” Poirot hdi.

“Chéau s€ chon cich nhe nhang hon nhi€u,” Miranda néi, vé suy tw. “Sé
kho6 hon, nhwng con tha lam vay, vi con khong thich phdi d€ ai hay vat gi
chiu dau don ca. Con sé€ ding thudc nao d6 gidp nguwoi ta chét khong dau
don ay. Ho s€ di ngd va mor mot gidc mo’ that dep, ho chi khong thiec day
ma thoi.” C6 bé don cdac tach tra, dia banh mi va bo. “D€ con riva cho, me a,
me ctr dwra Me-xik Poirot ra ngim virdn nha minh mdt chit. Biy gio vin
con hoa h'ong Ntr hoang Elizabeth n& & vweon sau day a.”

Dt 101, ¢6 bé can than bung khay tra ra khoi phong.

“That 1a mot dira tré déc biét dé€n ky la, Miranda ay,” ba Oliver nhan xét.

“Ba c6 c0 con gai ra't xinh dep, Ma-dam,” Poirot n6i thém.

“Vang, by gio thi nhin né xinh x4n vay thdi. Ai biét d&n khi 16n 1én thi
tui né trong nhw thé nao chir. Cé nhi€u dira tredng thanh lai bi béo phing
phinh, trong nhr may con heo dwgc vd béo &y. Nhung gior, gior thi trong
con bé van con ding yéu nhw bé tién rirmg vay.”

“Ciing khong ngac nhién khi ¢6 bé thich vieon chim canh nha ba.”
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“Pbi khi toi lai mong con bé dung cé thich choi & khu veon 8y dén thé’,
N6 ctr lang thang & may noi héo lanh nhw vy lam t6i lo, k€ ca khi nhirng
chd d6 gan ngudi hodc khu dan cw. Oi, bay gid nguwdi ta lo s moi thi. The’
nén 6ng phai som tim ra tai sao chuyén khing khiép kia lai xay dén voi
Joyce, Me-xir Poirot a. Vi ching nao con chwa tim ra dwore hung tha tan ac
Ay, thi chdng t6i vin khong th€ an tAm dwge du chi mot phiit - y toi 12 ai
cling nom nop lo cho con cdi ciia minh. Gio ba dwa Me-xi Poirot ra tham
vueon trede dwoe khdng, Ariadne? Toi sé theo ra ngay thoi.”

Poan ba chi nha don hai cai tach va chi€c dia con lai trén ban vao nha
bép.

Poirot va ba Oliver ra khoi can nha theo 167 ctra sO cao ki€u Phap. Giong
nhw bao khu viron dang d6 vao thu, veon nha ba Butler van con git lai vai
khom cic vang va cic tdy nd ryc trén hang rao, va vai bong hoa hong N
hoang Elizabeth vin con viron minh khoe sic dep 16ng 1dy. Ba Oliver buéc
nhanh d&n mot chi€c gh&” da ké trong veon, ngdi xuéng va ra hiéu Poirot
dén ng'61 bén canh minh.

“Ong néi 6ng thd'y Miranda gidng nhw n& than ring,” ba néi. “Con
Judith th& nao?”

“T6i thd’y tén ctia Judith phai 1a Undine m&i ding,” Poirot dap.

“Mot nang tién nwoc, ding roi. Phéi, trong ba 8y nhu vira méi bude 1én
tr sdbng Rhine, tir bi€n ca hodc mot ao nwdre trong rirng vay. Mdi téc ba Ay
nhin nhw vain con wdt nwde. Ma trong ba &y lic nao ciing rd't gon gang va
chin chu, c6 phai khong?”

“Ba Judith con 12 mot phu nit kiéu diém,” Poirot nhan xét.

“Ong nghi sao vé con ngwdi ba &y?”

“T6i chua c6 thoi gian d€ suy nghi ntra, chi m&i thd’y ba Judith ra't xinh



dep va 16i cudn, va ba &'y dang c6 chuyén lo ling trong long.”

“Thi, tat nhién la vay r'o6i, c6 phai khong?”

“Ma-dam, t61 lai mu6n duoc nghe y ki€n cda ba, ba bié€t hoac nghi gi vé
ba ay.”

“Thi, t6i bit dAu than thiét véi Judith tr Idc trén tau. Ong bigt day, ai
cling ¢6 vai ngwoi ban than. Chi mét hai ngwoi théi. S& con lai thi, y t6i 1a,
du cling ¢c6 quy mén nhau cdc thit, nhung khong dén mirc sin sing cat
cOng va't va d€ gap lai nhau. Chi v&i mot hai ngwoi minh thye sy quy mén.
Judith chinh 1a mét trong s& it nhirng ngwoi toi rd't mudn gap lai.”

“Ba khong quen ba dy trudc lic 1én tau?”

“Khong.”

“Nhung hin ba c6 biet ba 2y phan nao?”

“Thi, cling chi nhitng chuyén co’ ban. Ba &y la géa phu,” ba Oliver noi.
“Chdong mat cting 1au roi - anh ta 1a phi cong. Chét trong mot tai nan xe
hoi. Mot vu tong xe hang loat, t6i khong nham la viy, treot xudng con
dwong nao d6 gan day tén c6 chir M vao mdt budi tdi, hay dai loai vay. Cau
Ay ma't khién Judith suy sup 14m, tdi c6 the twdng twong duorc. Hin 1a dau
dén 14m, d&n mitc khong mudn nhic d&n ch'éng minh.”

“Miranda la con mot?”

“Phai. Judith lam thw ky bdn thoi gian trong ving, nhung c6 4y van
chwa c6 cong viéc c¢6 dinh.”

“C0 &y ¢6 biét nhirng ngwoi s6ng & Biét thy Mo DBa khong?”

“Y 6ng 12 6ng dai td Colonel gia va vo?”

“Y t6i 1a chi cii, ba Llewellyn-Smythe c6 phai khong nhi?”

“Hinh nhuw ding 14 vdy. Khong nhAm thi tdi ¢6 nghe nhic dén cdi tén d6



roi. Nhung ba 4y mat hai ba nam trudc, theé nén téi khong nghe nhiéu vé
ba &y. Ma nhirng ngwdi con sdng van chwra du véi dng sao?” ba Oliver hoi,
giong pha chut byc boi.

“Ta’t nhién la khong,” Poirot dap. “T6i con phai tim hi€u thém vEé nhirng
ngwoi da chét va cd mat tich ¢ trong ving nira.”

“Ai mat tich?”

“Mot ¢6 6-pe,” Poirot tra 101.

“Qi thi, may cd gidp viéc ngoai qudc Ay rat hay bd di biét tim, phai
khong? Y t6i 13, ho tim cach sang diy, dwoe bao chi phi di lai, roi ho dén
theamg bénh vién ludén vi dang c6 bau hodc d€ sinh con, roi thi dit tén
August, hay Hans hay Boris gi gi d6. Hoac ho sang day d€ két hon, hay d¢
bam theo mo6t ga nguwoi tinh nao d6. Téi da nghe ban be k&€ nhiéu chuyén
ma chic 6ng khong tin ndi! May c6 nang 6-pe nay, néu 6ng may méan thi sé
gap duoc nguoi gidp viée tuyét voi, nhe mdt mon qua troi ban tdng cho
nhirng ba me dang phai vat 16n v&i viéc nha vay, va gia chi s€ khong bao
gio> mudn ho roi di, con khéng may thi s€ gap ngwoi dn trom dén ca bit tat
ctia Ong - hodc ho bj giét...” Ba dirt 1ovi, r'oi chot thot 1én, “6i!”

“Hay binh tinh lai, Ma-dam,” Poirot néi. “Pén gio van chwa c6 bing
chirng cho thdy da cé c6 4-pe nao bi gi€t hai ca - tham chi con hoi ngwoc
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lai.
“Y 6ng ngwoe lai 1a sao? Nghe chéng c6 ly gica.”
“Co th€'la c6 ddy. Cling nhw...”
Poirot 16i cu6n so ciia minh ra va ghi chép lai vai dong.
“Ong dang viét gi vay?”

“Vai chuyén nho nho trong qua khir.”



“Ong c6 vé ldc ndo ciing ra't quan tim dé&n qué khi.”

“Qua khtr 1a cha cua thye tai,” Poirot 1én giong tri€t 1y. R6i 6ng dwa cho
ba Oliver cudn so0.

“Ba ¢ mudn doc nhurng gi t6i vi€t khong?”

“T4&t nhién la ¢6 r'oi. T6i dam cd toan nhirng thr vo nghia v&i tdi. Nhirng
chuyén ma 6ng cho la quan trong dé€n mic phai ghi chép lai thi t6i lai
thudng ching d& tam.”

Ong mé& cudn s6 nhd bia den.

“Chét: vi du ba Llewellyn-Smythe (giau c6). Janet White (gido vién).
Vién thw ky luat - bi dAm bing dao, ting bj truy t& toi gid mao. Bén dudi
do ghi: Co géi opera ma't tich.”

“C0 géai opera la sao?”

“P¢6 1a tr ma ba ban t6i, chi gai ctia Spence, dung d€ chi c6 4-pe ma toi
v&i ba van néi 4y.”

“Tai sao coO ta lai bi€n mat?”

“Vi ¢6 the cd ta dang gip ric rdi v&i phap luat.”

Ngén tay ctua Poirot chi xuéng dong ti€p theo, chi c6 ding chr “gid
mao”, kém theo hai d4u cha'm hdi ding sau.

“Giad mao?” ba Oliver thic méc. “Tai sao lai 14 gid mao?”

“P6 chinh la cau hoi ma téi da héi. Tai sao lai 1a gia mao?”

“Gia mao céi gi m&i dwgc?”

“Gia mao mdt ban di chidc, hay chinh xdc hon 1a mot ban di chic bo
sung. Mot ban bo sung ¢6 1¢i cho ¢6 d-pe 8y.”

“Dung thti doan uy hi€p?” ba Oliver hoi.

“Gia mao la tdi nghi€m trong hon tdi d6 mot chat,” Poirot dap.



“To1 chéng thd'y né c6 li€n quan gi dén céi chét cta cd bé Joyce toi
nghiép ca.”

“T6i cling khong thd’y vay,” Poirot n6i. “Nhwng, thé nén né mdi thu vi.”

“Tw ti€p theo 1a gi vay? Toi doc khong dwore.”

“Dan voi.”

“T6i cling tha’y twr nay chaalng li€n quan gi cd.”

“C6 th€'1a ¢6,” Poirot tra 1o, “tin t6i di, bi€t dau 1a c¢6.”

R'6i 6ng ding day.

“Gio tO1 phai di roi. Xin cho tdi g 1o cdo 10i t¢i ba cht nha vi khong
chao tam biét. Toi ra't vui dwoe gdp ba @y cung cd con gai dang yéu va ca
tinh nra. Xin nhén ba &'y hdly d&€ mét d&n c6 bé.”

“‘Me t6i da dan khoéng bao gio dwoc phép choi voi dam tré trong
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ring,”” ba Oliver din mot ciu tho' thi€u nhi. “VAay xin tam biét dng. N&u
6ng mudn td ra bi ah, thi ci bi an di. Ong con chfmg cho t6i bi€t ong di
nhtrng dau ti€p theo.”

“To1 da cd hen sang ngay mai gdp Messrs Fullerton, Harrison va
Leadbetter & Medchester.”

“P€lam gi?”

“P& ndi vé vu gia mao va nhirng van dé khac.”

“R'6i sau d6?”

“T6i mudn néi chuyén voi mdt s6 ngwoi cling ¢6 mét & do.”

“O bira tiéc?”

“Khong - ldc chuan bi bira ti€c.”



CHUONG 12

Vin phong ctia Fullerton, Harrison va Leadbetter 13 tdoa nha ki€u miu cla
mot hang luat truyén thdng dang kinh. Ban tay thoi gian da d€ lai it nhiéu
thay doi. Khéng con ngwoi nha Harrison va Leadbetter trong d6i ngii 1anh
dao, thay vao d6 1a mdt nguoi tén Atkinson va mdt anh chang tén Cole tré
tudi, va thanh vién sang 1ap nay chi con Jeremy Fullerton.

Dang ngwoi manh khanh, gwong mat khéng cam xic, vi luét sw 1on tuoi
Fullerton s& hitu giong néi déu déu lanh lung va dic biét doi mét sang tinh
anh. Bén dudi ban tay dng 1a mot to thw nhdn ma 6ng mdéi lwdt qua vai
chtr. R'6i 6ng doc lai I4n ntra, danh gia chinh xac y nghia cla twng cau ting
chtr, doan ngang 1én nhin ngwoi dan 6ng méi dwa cho minh to’ gid'y do.

“Me-xw Hercule Poirot?” Fullerton héi, lang 1€ quan sat va danh gid vi
khach. Mot ngwoi dan 6ng 1o tudi, nguoi nwdc ngoai. Phuc trang ra't banh
bao, nhung c6 vé khdng hop 18m v&i doi giay da béng 1on ma theo con mit
tinh twong ctia 6ng Fullerton, hinh nhw hoi chit véi chan cha nhan. Phia
du6i mét cta vi khdch anh 1én vai tia dau don khé chiju, du ra't kin ddo. Mot
ga ngoai quéc ddm dang, an van banh choe, nhung lai dwoc chinh di€u tra
vién Raglan to Cuc di€u tra hinh sy Anh Qud&c gidi thiéu, chwa k€ con do

dich than thanh tra Spence (da vé hwu), tng lam viéc & Scotland Yard



ding ra bao lanh.
“Thanh tra Spence co’ a?” 6ng Fullerton hai.

Fullerton bi€t Spence. M6t vi thanh tra tng 1ap dwgrc nhiéu chién cong
khi con tai chirc va dwoe cap trén coi trong. Nhirng ky (¢ cti da phai nhat
chot doi vé. Mot vu 4n ndi tiéng, thye sw xua't sic hon vé ngoai, mot vu 4n
twdng nhw da gidi quy€t xong xudi. Ta't nhién roi! R'6i 6ng nho ra la chau
trai cia minh, Robert ¢6 lién quan d&n né, v&i tw cdch ludt sw tw van hd tro.
Mot ké giét ngudi dién loan, khi &y c¢6 vé 1a vay, hdn con khong thém co’
ging thanh minh bdo vé ban than, khién cho ngudi khdc twdng hin rat
mudn duoce treo ¢& (béi mirc hinh phat cho toi danh d6 chic chén sé 1a treo
c0). Khong phai 1a thu 4n mwoi lam ndm hay chung than. Khong. Ké tha ac
phdi trd gid ding v&i toi 4c hin gy ra, that tiec bay gior nguwdi ta da bd mikc
an nay, 6ng Fullerton lanh lung nghi. Th& nén nhing tay con do tré tuoi
ngay nay nghi rang ching chéng chiu m&’y rdi ro khi hanh hung nguoi khac
dén mic gy chét ngudi. Mot khi nan nhan da chét roi, thi s& ching con
nhan chirng nao nhan dién chidng.

Spence da nhéan thu 1y vu an, mét tay Iam 1i it n6i va hét stec cieng dau,
lu6n khing khiing ring canh sat dd bit sai th pham. Héa ra diing 13 ho bét
nhAm ngwoi that, va ngudi cé cdng tim ra chitng ¢t bit sai ngudi 13 mot ga
ngoai qudc tay mo nao d6. Mot ga tham ti nghi hwu tw lye Iwgng canh sat
Bi. D6 1a mét thoi ky huy hoang da qua. Va gio day - tuy ddu 6¢ khong con
minh min, Fullerton nghi, nhung minh vin s& phdi cAn nhic hét strc than
trong. Thong tin, ngwoi ta mudn 6ng cung cdp thong tin. Nhung xét cho
cung, 6ng khong thé€ nao cung cip ching bwa bai dwoc, nha't 1a 6ng khong
the hinh dung minh ¢6 ba't cr thong tin gi htru dung trong treeong hop dic

biét nay. Vu ha sat mot dira tré.



Ong Fullerton tin ring minh c6 th€ dodn khé chinh x4c ké xudng tay ha
sat nan nhan, nhung khong chic chin hoan toan, vi it nhat cé ba ngudi
trong dién tinh nghi. Ca ba ngwoi tré song lwoi bi€ng va budéng tha nay déu
c6 the 1a thi pham. C4c cum tir hién 1én tredc mat ong. Thén kinh chdm
phdt trien. Ban gidm dinh ctia chuyén gia tdm than. Va thé la ca vu an s€
két thiic & d6, chic chén réi. Du sao di ching nira, hanh dong dim ch&t mot
dra tré gitta mdt bira ti€c hoan toan khac voi nhirng trerong hop thuong
gap, nhr moét hoc sinh khdng tré vé nha gio’ tan hoc sau khi di nho xe
ngwoi la, du ching ludn dwge can din la khong dwoe phép lam vay, hay
nhw vu mdt nan nhan dwoe tim thd'y & gan mot bai trong cay hay moé da gi
d6. A, 1a md d4. Chuyén d6 xdy ra 1 khi ndo nhi? P nhiéu nim truede roi.

Sau vai phiit suy nghi, 6ng Fullerton m&i 1én ti€ng hing giong nhuw
ngwoi bi bénh hen, va mé lovi:

“Me-xw Hercule Poirot, tdi ¢6 the gitp gi cho 6ng day? T6i doan la viéc
c6 lién quan dén cd bé Joyce Reynolds. Mdt chuyén that khing khi€p, hét
strc khung khi&€p. T6i khong hi€u minh c¢6 th€ gidp gi cho 6ng. Thyc tinh t6i
khong ranh 1&m vé vu viéc nay.”

“Nhung t61 khong nhdm thi Oong 1a ludt sw c& van phdp ly cho nha
Drake?”

“A, phai, ding vdy. Hugo Drake, dng ban toi nghiép. Mot ngudi ti (&
T6i quen biét gia dinh ho nhiéu nam r'6i, k€ tr khi ho mua ng6i nha Vwon
Tao va chuyén dén sdng & day. Pang buon la sau dé 6ng 4y bi bénh viém
tdy, méac phai khi di nghi mét & nwdc ngoai mot nim. N6 khién tinh than
Ong A’y suy sup, tA't nhién, con th€ chdt thi van binh thwong. Dédng tiéc &
chd céin bénh nay lai xdy d&€n v&i mot ngwdi von 1a van dong vién cw khoi,

mot nha th€ thao, choi cac mon rat gidi. Ping vay. That khung khi€p khi



biét ring minh s& tit nguyén ca doi.”

“T6éi khong nham Ong cling phu trdch cong viéc phdp ly cia ba
Llewellyn-Smythe?”

“Ba, ¢6, vang. Qua thyc 1a mo6t phu ni tuyét voi. Ba &y chuyén dén day
song khi sirc khde suy yé&u, d€ gan giii chdu trai va chdu dau. Mua hin
mi€ng da't to by lam Biét thy Mo D4. Tham chi con trd gid cao hon ca gia
thye clia n6é - nhung tién khdng phai 1a van dé véi ba &y. Ba Llewellyn-
Smythe ra't gidu c6. L& ra ba 4’y ¢6 th€ mua mot cin nha 10ng 14y hon thé,
nhwng ba lai thich thd v&i cdi mo da. Tw d6 xdy nén mdt khu vweon canh
quan réng 1on, anh chang lam vwon cé vé rat c6 nghé, toi thd’y th&. Mot
anh chang dién trai, téc lang ti, nhung tay nghé clia anh ta ciing kh4 18m.
Khu veon mé da anh ta xay rat dep. Nho vAy ma anh ta c6 chdt ti€ng tam,
dwoe ca ngoi trén bdo Nha va Vwon va céc tap chi linh vygc &y. Phai, ba
Llewellyn-Smythe rat bi€t chon mit giri vang. Chr khdng phai 1a ki€u bao
nudi trai tré cda cac quy ba. Gio ¢ nhiéu ba tuy 1on tuGi ma ngéc nghéch
nhw vay 1&m, nhuwng anh chang nay 14 ngudi c6 dau éc va 1a the' 1am vuon
tai hoa bac nhat. Toi lai n6i linh tinh lac dé€ r6i. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe ma't
da dwgrc gan hai nam.”

“Mat kha dwong dot.”

Fullerton nhin xody vao Poirot:

“Chuyén d6 thi, khong, t6i khong cho 1a thé". Ba &y da gip van dé vé
tim va cdc bdc s da c& ging khuyén can ba ding 1am viéc qué sttc, nhung
ba Llewellyn-Smythe khong phai 1a ngwoi chiu nghe loi. Ba &y khong phai
ki€u nguoi hay lo 1dng cho sitc khde ban than,” 6ng luat sw ho mot trang
roi néi ti€p. “Nhung hinh nhw chiing ta dang di xa dan khoi chu dé ban dau

da dwa Ong d€n day tim t61.”



“Khong hin vay,” Poirot dép, “dau sao thi, n€u dwoc, toi cling xin hoi
ong vai cau hoi vé mot chi dé hoan toan khac. Mot vai thong tin vé mot
trong cac nhan vién cia ong, tén la Lesley Ferrier.”

Ong Fullerton t& vé ngac nhién, hoi lai: “Lesley Ferrier sao? Lesley
Ferrier. D€ t6i xem nao. Thanh thyc ma ndéi, td6i da gan quén tén ciu ta roi
d&y. Phai, phai r'di, tit nhién. Bj dam chét bing dao, c6 phai khong?”

“P6 chinh 1a ngwoi to6i muén hdi.”

“Thi, t6i khong bi€t minh cé the€’ k€ gi v&i dng vE ciu ta. Chuyén xay ra
cling da vai nim r'oi. Bj ddm chét bing dao gan quan Thién Nga Xanh vao
ban dém. Khong ai bj bét ci. T6i ddm cd canh st dd dodn ra ai 14 thii pham,
nhung t6i nghi van dé chil y&u 1a bang ching.”

“Pong co 1a do tinh cdm?”” Poirot hai.

“O, phai, toi tin chic 12 vay. Ghen tudng, 6ng biét da’y. Cu ta khi &'y qua
lai v&i mot phu niv da ¢6 ch'ong. Chdong ba ta s¢ hitu mét quan reoru. Quén
Thién Nga Xanh & Woodleigh Common. Mot qudn ciing khd 1dm. Thé roi
hinh nhw chang trai tré Lesley bt d4u dinh ddng d&n mot phu nir tré khéc -
ma thdm chi nguoi ta d6n khong chi mdt ngwoi. Cau ta cling thudc dang sat
gdi. Thinh thoang cling gay ra vai vu lum xum.”

“Ong c6 hai 1ong véi ciu ta trong cong viée khong?”

“T6i chi ¢6 th€ danh gia 1a khdong d&€n mirc khong hai long. Cau Lesley
dé ciling c6 nhirng di€m manh. Chiam séc khach hang t6t va dang hoc hoi
thém vé cac hop dong, va gid nhw cau ta chju chi tim hon vao sy nghi¢p
va ti€p tuc giw thdi do lam viéc tich cuc, thi cé 1€ da t6t hon, thay vi di
vuedng vao ric rdi véi hét co niay dén cd khic. Ma da s& cic co gdi nay,
theo ti€u chuan hoi ¢ htt mot chiit cda t6i, thi déu dwdi tAm cua Lesley ca.

Pém dé & Thién Nga Xanh c6 xay ra cai va, va Lesley Ferrier bi dam chét



trén dwong vé nha.”

“Vay theo 6ng, la do mot trong cac ¢6 nguoi tinh, hay do ba chi Thién
Nga Xanh?”

“Tha thyc, trong vu nay chaalng c6 gi 1a chic chin cd. Tdi thd'y canh sét
rd rang da coi ddy 12 mdt vu do ghen tudng - nhung...” Ong Fullerton nhin
vai.

“Nhung 6ng khong chic chin?”

“O, chuyén nhw th& nay xay ra sudt. C6 cau ‘Khong gi nguy hiém hon
mot ngwoi dan ba bi rudng rdy’. CAu d6 rat hay dwoce trich dan & toa. Va
n6 ding trong mot s6” treong hop.”

“Nhwng theo t6i thd'y thi ban than 6ng khong tin n6 ding trong vu nay.”

“A, n&u 12 toi thi toi s& tim thém bing chirng. Canh sit ho ciing mudn
thu thap thém bang ching d&€ xdc minh. Nhung tdi dodn Gy vién cong t& da
gat phat.”

“Vu an ciling ¢6 thé c¢6 nguyén do khac?”

“O, tat nhién. C6 th& c6 nhiéu gia thiét khac nhau. C4u Ferrier d6 ciing
khong phai ki€u ngwoi hién lanh thich yén 6n. Pwoc nudi na'ng can than.
C6 mét ba me t& t&, mot géa phu. Nhung nguoi cha lai hay sinh sw. Su6t
ngdy gy r&i, nhung may min may '4n thodt nan trong gang tic. Ciing toi
cho ba vg'. Nguwoi ta ndi con trai 1on 1én thé nao cling gidng cha. Ciu ta
tng mot vai I4n giao du v&i ddm ban ddng ngo. Nhung lic Ay tdi van
mudn cho ciu ta co hdi. Cau ta con tré ngwoi non da. Du sao tdi da vai Ian
canh bdo Ferrier, rang ciu ta dang ty chui dAu vio nhitng chuyén ric rdi
khong hay. Dinh liu qua sau v&i nhitng giao dich phi phdap vun vat. Thanh
thyc ma noéi, n€u khong vi ba me thi to61 da cheamg gitr cau ta. Ferrier con tré,

c6 nang lyc; toi tirng canh cdo ciu ta mot hai [n, hy vong c6 th€ khi€n cdu



ta tinh ng6. Nhwng con ngwoi ngay nay c¢6 qua nhiéu théi hw tat xau. Muoi
nam nay cang ngay cang nhiéu.”

“Ong nghi hin ai d6 da tiém nhiém nhtrng théi xau cho céu ta?”

“Ciing c¢6 th€ 1dm. May md&i quen biét d6, néu goi 12 bing nhém thi hoi
cwong diéu, nhung néu ai c¢6 dinh dang t&i ho thi khé tranh khoi gdp nguy
hi€m. Chi ¢én ho nghi ngo’ minh ban dirng ho thi bj 1anh mot nhat dao gitra
nguc cling chaalng cogila”

“Khong ai chirng ki€n chuyén da xay ra sao?”

“Khong. Khong ¢6 nhan chirng nao ca. Ta't nhién ho sé khong d€ ai nhin
tha'y. K& nao xudng tay chic chin cling da dwoc thu x&p chay toi sach sé&.
Puorc tao chirng clr ngoai pham ding noi ding lic, van van va van van.”

“Nhung 16 dau ¢6 ai d6 da ching kién thi sao. Mot ngwoi khong ai ngor
dén. Mot dua tré chéng han.”

“Vao dém muon sao? O quanh khu quan Thién Nga Xanh? Kha niang dé
khé 18m, Me-xir Poirot a.”

“MOot dira tré,” Poirot van kién quyét, “c6 the van con nhé. Mot dira tré
dang tir nha ban vé cheamg han. Hodc c6 th€ & ngay gan nha. Co6 bé c6 thé€
vo tinh di qua con dworng mon va nhin thd’y moi chuyén qua hang rao.”

“Qua thyc, Me-xir Poirot a, ong c6 tri twdng twong ra't phong phi. Ong
toan dwa ra nhirng kha nang t6i thd’y khé xdy ra nhat.”

“T6i lai khong thdy kho xdy ra,” Poirot ddp. “Tré con thwong hay vo
tinh nhin thay nhi€u chuyén, 6ng thd'y da’y, ching ra't hay c6 mat & nhirng
noi khong ai ngo’ toi.”

“Nhung 6ng c6 chic khi vé nha, chiing ¢6 the hiéu nhitng gi minh chitng

ki€n khong?”



“C6 th€ 1a khong,” Poirot néi. “Ong thiy ddy, ching c6 thé€ khong hicu
minh vira nhin thay gi. Nhat 12 n&u nhw chuyén d6 hoi dang so trong mét
ching. Tré con cheamg may khi k€ nhirng tai nan ching gap trén dwong, cac
vu dung d6 ba't ngo’ khi chiing vé nha ca. Bon tré gitr bi mat ra't t6t. Poi khi
ching lai thich cdm gidc minh bi€t mot bi mét nao d6, mot bi mat giw riéng
cho minh.”

“Chung phai k€ v&i me ching chir,” 6ng Fullerton néi.

“T6i khong chic 1dm. Theo kinh nghiém c4 nhan, tré con gidu me chiing
ra't nhréu chuyén day.”

“T6i ¢6 the hoi diéu gi khi€n Ong lai quan tdim dén vu Lesley Ferrier nay
dén vay khong? Céi chét dang ti€c cua mdt chang trai tré do hanh vi bao
lyc dang tré nén pho bién trong xa hdi ngay nay sao?”

“To6i khong quen bi€t Lesley Ferrier. Nhung t6i muén tim hi€u, vi cai
chét cua cau ta la vu bao lyc nghi€m trong xdy ra trong vai ndm gan day.
Bi€t dau nd lai la chi ti€t quan trong cho t61.”

“Ong Poirot a,” éng Fullerton néi, giong hoi gay git. “Téi thwe sy vin
khong hi€u tai sao Ong lai tim dén t6i, va ciing khong bi€t ong mudn gi.
Chfmg 1€ 6ng lai nghi ngo ¢c6 mdi lién hé gitra hai cédi chét cia Joyce
Reynolds va ctia mot chang trai tré tri€n vong nhwng lai cé dinh liu dén cac
hoat dong pham phap cach day vai nam?”

“T6i nghi ngo moi thir,” Poirot ddp. “T6i phai dao sdu hon ntra.”

“Xin thir 16i, nhing diéu quan trong nha't khi giai quy&t cdc vu tdi pham
la chirng ctz.”

“Chéic dng da nghe chuyén mdt vai nhan ching k& lai c6 bé Joyce xau

s& tirng noi rang cd bé da tin mat ching ki€n mdt vu giét nguoi.”



“(¥ mdt noi nhw the’ nay,” 6ng Fullerton ndi, “thi ngwoi ta c6 the€ nghe
nhi€u tin don qua lai. Nhung cling xin dwgc néi thém, 1a nhirng chuyén
d6n dai thoi ph'dng nhw vy thwong khong dang tin ciy.”

“DPiéu 6ng néi,” Poirot tra 101, “cling khong sai. DAu sao, nhw t6i tim
hi€u, Joyce chi m&i 13 tu6i. Mot dira tré chin tudi cé th€ ghi nhé nhirng gi
minh thdy - vi nhe mét vu ddm xe chét ngwoi roi bd chay, mot vu au da
bang dao trong dém t&i, hoic mot gido vién bj siét cd - tit ca nhitng sy vu
nay déu c6 the d€ lai chdn dong trong dau 6c mot dira tré, d&n ndi co bé
khong th€ ndi ra, khong dam tin vao nhirng gi minh da ching kién, va ct
nghi di nghi lai trong dau. R'6i sau do, cling c6 kha nang c6 bé dan quén
lang cho d&n khi c6 mdt chuyén khac xdy ra va goi nhic lai chuyén cii cho
cd bé. Ong nghi ¢6 kha niing nhw vay khong?”

“O vang, phai, nhung t6i khong... t6i nghi kha ning d6 cuc ky khé xay
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ra.

“T6i khong nhdm thi & day cling tirng xdy ra vu mat tich ctia mot co gai
ngoai qudc. Tén co &y hinh nhw 13 Olga hay Sonia gi d6 - t6i khong chic
1&m ho gi.”

“Olga Seminoff. Phéi, ding vay.”

“T6i e rang c6 Ay khong phai 14 nguwdi dang tin cay?”

“Khong.”

“Co6 4y la nguoi cham séc hay phuc vu cho ba Llewellyn-Smythe, c6
phai khong? C6 cia ba Drake...?”

“Phai. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe da tirng thué vai ¢6 gdi cho vi tri chadm séc
dy - con ¢6 hai ¢6 khac cling 1a ngeoi nwdc ngoai, néu tdi khong nham,
mot ¢6 thi khong hoa hop voi ba &y ngay tw ddu, cd con lai thi ra't hién

lanh t& t&, nhung kho khao dé€n mwrc khong th€ chdp nhan dwgc. Ba



Llewellyn-Smythe lai khong phai 1a ngwoi chiu dung dwore nhitng nguoi
ngu ngdc. Olga la cd géi cudi cung ba &y quyét dinh thi thué. Co gdi ay
né€u t6i nhé chinh xdc thi cling khong phai 13 nguwdi nhan sic ndi troi,” dng
Fullerton néi. “C6 ta thap, ddng ngwdi hoi dim, cit chi cirng nhic, va hang
x6m ldng giéng ciling khong wa ¢ ta cho 1dm.”

“Nhung ba Llewellyn-Smythe quy mén ¢6 géi,” Poirot go'i chuyén.

“Ba Ay At quaAn quyt co ta - d&€n mic c6 vé khong tinh tdo cho 14m khi
de.”

“A, qua thyc la vay.”

“Tdi tin 1a,” 6ng Fullerton néi, “nhtrng gi td6i dang ndi day 6ng déu da
nghe qua roi. Nhirng chuyén ki€u nay ¢ day, nhw tdi dd néi da’y, lan nhanh
nhw dam chay vay.”

“To6i dwoe biét ba Llewellyn-Smythe da d€ lai mot khoan tién 1on cho
cd gai 8y.”

“Mo6t quyét dinh hét sirc ba't ngo,” Ong Fullerton nhan xét. “Ba
Llewellyn-Smythe trong nhiéu nidm tredc d6 chwa ting thay d6i ndi dung
co’ ban cfa to di chic, ngoai trir bG sung thém mdt s6” diéu khoan hodc sira
lai mot s tai san d€ lai sau khi chét. C6 1€ chuyén tdi néi day ong cling da
bi€t roi, n€u ding la dng cé quan tdm dén nd. Tién cua ba Llewellyn-
Smythe twr 1au ludn dweee chi dinh thanh mét khoan thwa k& chung cho
ngwoi chau trai, Hugo Drake, va v, cling 1a chi ho cta 6ng ta, va la chau
gai chia ba Llewellyn-Smythe. Néu mot trong hai ngwoi qua doi, thi s6” tién
4y s& danh ca cho ngwoi con lai. Cling cé rd't nhiéu vat dung dwore chia cho
cac quy tw thién va nhirng ngwoi gidp viéc 1au ndm. Nhung trwede khi ba ay
ché&t ba tuin bdng viéc chia tai sdn bj diéu chinh I4n cudi cing, va khong

nhw ti tred'c d€n nay, Ian nay khong do hang luét cua chiing téi soan thao.



Ban di chic dwoe bo sung thém mot di€u khoan do ba &y viét tay, trong do6
chi bao g6m mét hai quy twr thién - ch khong con 1a nhi€u quy nhw tredc -
cac gia nhan lau nam khong dwgc hwdng ba't cir thir gi, va toan bd phéan
con lai cla gia tai khong 16 &y dwoc trao cho Olga Seminoff, d€ tri an cong
strc phung sy tin tuy va tinh cam c¢6 ta danh cho ba Llewellyn-Smythe. Mot
quyét dinh thay do6i hét stec bat ngo, khong hé gibng nhirng gi ba
Llewellyn-Smythe tirng lam truedc d6.”

“Va sau d6?” Poirot héi.

“Ong hin da nghe it nhiéu vé ciu chuyén dién ra sau dé6. Tw két qua
giam dinh cta cac chuyén gia v€ chir vi€t tay, vu viéc tré nén sang to, ban
b4 sung d6 hoan toan la gia mao. N6 chi ¢6 vai di€m twong dong voi chir
Vi€t tay cua ba Llewellyn-Smythe, chi vay th6i. Ba Smythe von khdng thich
mady danh ch®* nén thwong xuyén nho Olga viét the ¢6 ndi dung riéng tw
cho minh, va khong chi bat chudc chir vigt ciia gia chi, co ta doi khi tham
chi con ky thay cho ba &y nwra. C6 gdi d6 da cé nhiéu co’ hoi thye hanh. C6
vé khi ba Llewellyn-Smythe chét, c6 ta da quyé€t dinh di xa hon thé” va nghi
ring minh d kha niing nguy tao chit viét tay cia chit ma khong ai nhén ra.
Nhung hanh vi 4y khong qua mét dwoc céc chuyén gia chir viét tay. Khong,
tat nhién la khong.”

“C4c thl tuc phap Iy chdng lai ban di chic dé da bit dau dwoc chuin
bi?”

“Pung vay. TAt nhién luén c6 mot khoang thoi gian chdm tré nha't dinh
trede khi h'6 so’ vu an ra dwore dén toa. Trong khodng thoi gian d6, cd gai

tré da qua so hai va, thi nhw 6ng néi, cd ta bi€h ma't.”



CHUONG 13

Sau khi Hercule Poirot chao tam biét va roi di, Jeremy Fullerton ng'6i lai
bén ban lam viéc ctia minh, nhip nhip ngén tay. P6i mit 6ng nhin xa xim,
tAm trf chim ddm trong suy nghi.

Ong 18y ra mot h'd so dat trede mét, nhin qua mot lwot, nhwng anh mét
khong tdp trung vao chtr vi€t trén gidy. Dién thoai do chudng deé dait,
Jeremy Fullerton nha’c may.

“To61 nghe day, co Miles?”

“Ong Holden dang & day, thwa ngai.”

“A phai. Phai r'oi, cudc hen véi ong Ay, t6i khong nham thi né phai tir
bén 1im phit treée chikt. Ong &y c6 ndi Iy do tai sao dén mudn viy
khong?... R6i, dwgc roi. T6i hi€u roi. Cling y nhe nhirng 1y do Tan triede
ctia 6ng ay. CO6 hay néi v&i 6ng Holden 1a t6i da gdp mot khach hang khac,
va gior téi khong con nhiéu thoi gian. Hay dat lich hen vé&i 6ng ta vao tuén
sau, dwgc khong? Ching ta khong th€ chdp nhin hanh vi nhw vay ci tai
dién sudt dwoe.”

“Vang, thwa 6ng Fullerton.”

Dbit 6ng nghe xudng, vi ludt s nhin chdm cham vao h6 so trrd'c mat.

Nhung dng van khong hé doc mdt chir ndo trong &y. TAm tri 6ng bat dau



trd vé qua khir. Chuyén tr hai ndm tredc - gan hai nam tred'c méi ding -
va roi ga dan 6ng nhd thé ky la toi gdp 6ng sang nay, cdp ria mép 1on trén
khuoén mdt va chan di doi giay da son bong, 16i lai nhirng chuyén cii ngay
xwa, va hdi dng ca ta cau hoi.

Gio tam tri lai dwa 6ng vEé cudc tro chuyén gan hai nam trwdec.

Ngbi trén gh&” doi dién v&i 6ng 1a mot ¢ gdi, dang nguoi thap dam -
lan da niu rdm ning, d6i mo6i day dd sdm, xwong gd ma nhod cao va dic biét
12 cdi nhin manh liét clia d6i mat xanh dudi cip 16ng may thim chiéu thflng
vao mat 6ng. Mot gwong mit dit doi, nong nhiét, gwrong mit ctia mot
ngwoi da n€m mui dau kho - ¢6 1€ ca doi chi bi€t dén dau khd - nhuwng
khong chiu khua't phuc. Mot phu nit s&n sang chién da'u va sé tiép tuc dau
tranh cho dé&n cling. Khong biét co géi 4y gio ndy & dau, dng thic mac?
Bing cdch ndo co ta dd 1am dwoe chuyén d6... nhung chinh xdc 13 lam
dworc gi? Ai da giup co ta? Li€u c6 ai gidp cd ta khong? Hin phai c6 nguoi
giup.

Ong dodn gio nay co ta dd quay vé x6 xinh ngdp tran t& nan nao dé &
Trung Au, noi ¢o sinh ra, 36 m&i 1a chd cia co, chéng con con dwong nao
khac cho mot ¢6 gai nhw vy, tri khi ¢d chdp nhan danh ma't tw do.

La nguoi ludn mot long bao vé ludt phap, Jeremy Fullerton tin twdng
tuyét d6i vao ludt phap. Ong ludn khinh bi nhitng quan toa chi ddm dwa ra
nhitng ban 4n y&u &t, khinh bi khi ho tin ring con ngudi chi ¢an duoc gido
duc y thiee t6t. Tw cdu hoc sinh an trdm sach, nhieng ¢6 gdi tré da c6 ch'ong
chom d6 & siéu thj, cic cd gdi #n cép tién clia dng ba chi, hay nhirng anh
chang pha bot dién thoai, tit cd déu khong ting quin, ti't ca déu khong
tuyét vong d&€n murc d6. Ma nguoce lai, da s6" ho l1a nhirng nguoi tie bé dén

16n quen dwore chiéu chudng qud da, va quen théi tin rang moi thit ho



mudn né&u khdng di sitc mua vé thi c6 the 1dy cip. Tuy nhién, dng
Fullerton khong chi ¢6 niém tin vio viéc quan ly xa hoi bang luit phap mot
cdch cong bang, 6ng ciing 1a ngwdi c¢6 1ong tric an. Doi khi dng cling thay
dong long tredc hoan canh cia ngudi khdc. Ong da thuc sy thwong cam
cho Olga Seminoff, du 6ng khong may lung lay trwedc nhirng 1y 1€ hiing
h'6n ma co ta dwa ra.

“T6i tim d€n 6ng xin gitp do. T6i nghi 6ng s€ gidp t6i. Ndm ngodi 6ng
da rat ti t&. Ong dé gitp toi 1am gidy t& d€ toi ¢6 the€ & lai nwée Anh thém
mot ndm ntra. Va ho néi v&i t6i: ‘Co khdng can phai tra 101 ba't cir cau hoi
nao ma cd khong mudn. Co cé the’ dwge dai dién béi mot luat sw’. Vay nén
toi tim dén 6ng.”

“Céc 1y 1€ ¢b vira néu...” Ong Fullerton vin nhé minh da ¢ ging lanh
nhat tra loi, d€ che gidu cadm gidc thwong hai trong 1ong, “khéng phut hop
trong tredng hop nay. O ddy t6i khong duge phép dimg ra dai dién cho co
ve mat phédp ly. Toi da la luat sw dai di€én cho gia dinh nha Drake r6i. Nhuw
cd da biét, toi la luat sw riéng cua ba Llewellyn-Smythe.”

“Nhung ba &y da mat roi. Ba 8y dau can mdt luat sw khi da qua doi.”

“Ba 2y da ra't quy mén c6,” 6ng Fullerton noi.

“Pung vay, ba &y ra't mén t6i. Chinh 1a diéu t6i mudn néi voi Ong day.
Chinh vi th& nén ba &y méi mudn de€'lai gia tai cho t6i.”

“Toan b gia tai w?”

“Tai sao lai khong? Tai sao lai khong chx? Ba &y dau cé thich nhirng
ngwoi ho hang kia.”

“Co lam roi. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe cting ra't quy mén chau trai va chau
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“N€u ong da noi vay, thi dung, co 1€ ba &y thwong 6ng Drake, nhwng
khong h€ thich ba Drake. Ba &y thay chdu dau ra't kho chiu. Ba Drake luon
can thiép vao moi thi, va khong d€ cho ba Llewellyn-Smythe 1am nhirng gi
ba &y mudn, thdm chi con khong cho ba &y dn nhirng mén wa thich.”

“Ba Drake 12 nguoi hét sitc chu ddo, ba &y chi ¢ géng gitt cho cd cia
minh an u6ng ding nhw loi dan chia bac si va khdong lam viéc nang qua
nhi€u, cung nhiéu chi dinh khac ntra.”

“Khong phéi ai cling mudn lam theo 1o dén cua béc si. Ho cling khong
mudén bi ho hang xen vao viéc cua minh. Ho mu6n s6ng cudc sdng riéng,
lam nhirng gi minh thich va s& htru nhirtng thé minh thich. Ba Llewellyn-
Smythe ¢6 rat nhiéu tién. L& ra ba &y ¢4 the€ ¢6 moi thir ba mudn chir! Le
ra ba &y mudn bao nhiéu thi ¢6 bd’y nhiéu chir. Ba &y rd't giau - ra't giau,
nén 1€ ra ba &y c6 th€ dung tién d€ lam nhirng gi minh muén. Hai nguoi d6
cling cé cudc sdng day du roi, 6ng ba Drake ay. Ho da c6 mot ngdi nha
dep, quéan 4o lwot 1a va hai chiéc xe hoi. Ho sdng ri't sung tirc &y chir. Tai
sao ho lai mudn c¢é thém nwra?”

“Ong ba Drake 13 nhitng ngudi ho hang con sdng duy nhit cia ba
Llewellyn-Smythe,” luat swr Fullerton nhéc.

“Nhwng ba &y mudn trao tai san cho t6i. Ba &y thwong t6i, bi€t t6i da
trdi qua nhirng gi. Ba 4%y biét cha tdi bj canh sét bét va duwa di. Me tdi va toi
chua ting duoc gdp lai 6ng ay. Va r'oi ca chuyén me t6i chét nhw thé nao
ntra. Gia dinh t6i déu da chét hét. Toi da phai trdi qua nhing di€u kinh
khing &y. Ong khong biét cudc sdng trong mot da't nwede do canh sét ki€ém
sodt thi nhw thé nio du, va toi da tng phai ném trai né. A khong, khong,
ong vé phe canh sat ma. Ong dau c6 & phia cia t6i.”

“Khong,” 6ng Fullerton dap, “t6i khong ding vé phia c6. T6i 18y lam



ti€c vi nhitng gi da x4y dén v&i co, nhung ric rdi M'an nay 1a do cb tw chudc
l1ay.”

“Khong hé! T6i khong hé lam di€u gi sai trai ca. Toi da lam gi nao? Toi
da do1i xwir ra't tot voi ba Ay, toi da ra't t t& voi ba Ay, To6i da dem cho ba Ay
rd't nhiéu th¢ ma ba ay khong dwoce an. Socbla va bo. Ba Llewellyn-
Smythe toan phai an bo’ thye vat. Ma ba &y thi khong thich chiit nao. Ba &y
mudn an bo’ sra. Ba &y mudn an ra't nhiéu bo'.”

“Van dé ¢ day khong chi 1a moén bo,” 6ng Fullerton dap.

“To1 da cham séc cho ba &Yy, to1 da do1 dai rat tot! Vay nén ba 8y biet
on tdi. Va roi khi ba mat, toi phat hién ra ba chad vi tinh cam quy mén toi
va t&m long nhan hiu cna ba, da ky mot tor gid'y trao lai toan bd tai san cho
toi, the' r'oi vo chdong nha Drake xua't hién va néi rang toi ding mo' ¢ dwoe
né. Ho dung du 1o 1€, néi t6i da du do ba cha, roi con ling ma t6i kinh
khiing hon th& nira. Kinh khiing hon rat nhi€u. Ho néi 1a t6i ty viét to di
chic &y. That hét siec vo ly. Chinh ba &y da viét nd. Chinh ba 8y da ty tay
vi€t. R6i ba &y bdo t6i ra ngoai, va cho goi ba quét don va anh Jim lam
veeon. Ba bao ho phai ky vao to gid’y, khong phai toi. Vi tdi s€ dwgc nhan
s& tién &Y. Tai sao lai khong chi? Chzatng 1€ t61 khong dwoc phép c6 dwoc
chiit may mén, hanh phic nio trong cudc doi sao? Moi thit twedng nhu hét
strc tuyét vori. Khi biét tin t6i da nghi ra bao nhiéu dy dinh v&i mén tién.”

“Piéu do6 thi t6i khong nghi ngo’, vang, hin 13 the"”

“Chaalng 1€ t61 khong dwoc phép c6 k& hoach dung ti€n sao? Chr«ing 1€ toi
khong dwoc vui mirng? To6i sip dwoc sdng hanh phic, gidu cé va c6 moi
thi t6i mu6n. Toi da lam sai diéu gi sao? Khong hé. Toi khong lam diéu gi
sai trdi cd, toi noi d¢ 6ng hay. Khong heé.”

“T6i da cd ging gidi thich cho c6 hiéu,” dng Fullerton néi.



“Toan 1a nhitng 11 néi ddi. Ong néi rang tdi néi ddi. Ong néi toi ti viét
ban di chic &Yy. Toi khong hé viét n6. La ba &y vi€t. Khdng ai ¢6 the néi gi
khéc”

“C6 mot s& nguwoi da 1én ti€ng da’y,” ong Fullerton dap. “Gio cd nghe
cho ro day. Hay ngung tranh cdi va nghe ky loi toi néi. Trong nhirng Tan c6
viet thw gidp ba Llewellyn-Smythe, ba &y thudng yéu ciu co bit chudc
chtr viét tay cia ba gidng nhat c¢6 th€, ding khong? B&i vi ba Ay van git
suy nghi ¢& ha ring gti the danh may cho ban bé hay ngudi than quen 1a
mot hanh dong thi€u quan tdm va thd 10. D6 1a cach nghi lac hiu tw thoi
Victoria. Ngay nay cheamg al budn ban tam ho nhin duoc the vi€t tay hay
thw ddnh mdy ntra. Nhung v&i ba Llewellyn-Smythe thi nhw thé” 1a ba't lich
si. CO cb hi€u y tdi ndi khong?”

“Co, toi hieu. Va ding 1a ba &y ¢6 yéu cau tdi nhw vay. Ba &y ndi: ‘Nay,
Olga, day la bon birc thw ma tdi da dan c6 tra loi gidp toi, ¢6 ciing da ghi
tat lai y t6i mudn néi. Nhuwng co s& phai viét tay, va co s& phai viét cho
giong nét chir cta tdi nha't.” Va thé 12 ba &'y bdo tdi tap bit chudc chir viét
tay cia ba, d€ y cach viét chir a, va chir b, va chir I, va tit ca nhirng chir
khdc. Ba néi: ‘Mién la cdc chir 4y giong nhu nét tdi viet 1a duwoc, roi cd cb
the€ ky tén thay t6i vao d6. Téi khdng muén moi ngwoi nghi toi khdng thé
tw viét the dwore nira. Mac du bénh thap khop & ¢ tay tdi cang ngay cang
t€, khi€n cho t6i khé cam buit, nhwng t6i khong mudn danh may thw gwri cho
nhirng nguwoi than thiét.””

“L& ra, nhw binh thuwong, cd nén viét cdc birc thw Ay bang nét chit cla
minh,” 6ng Fullerton néi, “va roi ghi chd thém mot dong & cudi la do thw
ky vi€t, hodc theo tén ho viet tdt ctia cO6 néu c6 mudn.”

“Ba chu khdong mudn t6i lam vdy. Ba mu6n cac bic thw phai nhw chinh



tay ba ay viét.”

biéu nay c6 the la sy that, 6ng Fullerton nghi. Nghe c6 vé rat gidng
phong céch cia Louise Llewellyn-Smythe. Ba &y von ddc biét cam ghét
viéc minh khdng con ty lam 18y dwoc nhw trwde, vi nhwe khong con ¢6 the
di b6 quang dwong dai, hay 1én d6c nhanh nhen nhw triede, hay tw tay lam
nhitng viéc niing, nhat 12 bang tay phdi. Ba &y ludén mudn td ra ‘T6i hoan
toan binh thwong, hét stec khde manh va mot khi t6i d@ mudn thi khdng ¢6
gi 1a t6i khong thé€ lam dwegc’. Phai, nhitng gi Olga dang néi v&i 6ng hoan
toan ding, va day cling chinh 1a mét trong nhtrng 1y do tai sao ban dau moi
ngwoi déu chdp nhan di€u khodn bo sung vao to di chic cudi cung do ba
Louise Llewellyn-Smythe thao va ky, khong may may nghi ngo. Cho dén
khi, 6ng Fullerton nh¢ lai, ngay tai can phong nay, nghi ngo’ phat sinh khi
ca ong va cOng sy tré déu bi€t ro nét chir vi€t tay ctiia ba Llewellyn-Smythe.
Chinh c4u ludt sw cong sy Cole da 1én ti€ng trude. Ong biét khong, toi thuc
s khong tin ba Louise Llewellyn-Smythe da vi€t ban bo sung ay. Toi biét
tree'c khi ma't ba A’y bj viém khdp, nhung hiy nhin nhitng miu chr ba 4y
ty viét trong cac van ban khac t6i mang theo diy ma xem. Ban bo sung do
cé cai gi d6 khdng on.”

Ong Fullerton d'6ng tinh, va da quyét dinh thir tham khao y kién chuyén
gia &1 voi nghi van chir viét tay nay. Cau tra 1o sau d6 da r6. Cac chuyén
gia dwoee hdi riéng ré d€u dwa ra cing mdt k&t luan: Nét chwr vi€t tay trong
ban b& sung di chiic d6 chic chin khong phai 1a ctia Louise Llewellyn-
Smythe. N€u Olga khong tham lam dén vy, ong Fullerton nghi, n€u nhw
cd ta bi€t diéu hon mot chit, thi sau doan m& dau: Vi cé d@y da chdm séc va
phuc vu toi hét siec tdn tuy va chu ddo, cung voi tinh cdm yéu mén va tdm

long nhan hdu cé dy danh cho toi, toi xin dé’lqi... c6 ta ti€p tuc ghi thém



mot khoan hau hinh nao d6 d€ lai cho c6 d-pe, thi nhirng ngwoi ho hang ¢6
1€ da chdp nhén, du ho s€ coi sO tién ay la hoi qua da, nhueng it nha't sé
khong nghi ngo. Nhwng loai bd tidt cd ho hang, gdm ca ngwoi chdu trai
lu6n dirng tén ngwoi thwea k€' tai san chinh trong bén ban di chic truedc do
trong sudt hai mwoi ndm rong, va d€ lai toan bo cla cai cho mdt nguoi xa
la nhr Olga Seminoff - khdong hé€ gidong tinh ciach cta ba Llewellyn-
Smythe. Chwa k€, chi ¢dn mot ban khi€u nai to di chidc bj stra vi chi nhan
chiu uy hi€p tinh than cling c¢6 th€ khi€n né khé dwoc cha’p nhan. Khong.
C6 gai nong vdi nay da qua tham lam. C6 the€ ba Llewellyn-Smythe da k&
ring ba &y s& d& lai mot khoan nho nhd cho ¢ gitip viée vi chitng kién 1ong
tot va sy cham séc tan tdm cua co ta. C6 1€ ba &y quy mén ¢6 gdi tré vi co
lu6n ddp rng ta't ca nhirng y thich ba't chot cia ba va lam moi thir ba yéu
Ciu. Va 1o1i hita hen 47y c6 th€ da khién cho Olga bét dau dm 4o twdng vé
mdt vién canh twoi dep. Co s& ¢ tA't cd moi thit. Ba chll nén d€ lai cho co
moi thir, va cd s€ ¢ toan bd sd tai san d6. Toan bo tién cia va cin nha va
quan do va trang strc. Tat cd. Mot ¢6 gai tham lam. Va gio diy sy trirng
phat da bat dau 4p 1én dau co ta.

Vay ma Ong Fullerton, ba't chap 1y tri va ban nang ngh€ nghiép cua
minh, lai cdm thady thwong hai cho c¢6 gai. That dang thwong. Tt nho co ta
chi bi€t dé€n dau khd, va luén phai s6ng trong kim kep ctia mdt quéc gia do
cdnh sat ki€m sodt. Mot dira tré md cdi mat cid cha 1An me, mat cd mot
ngwoi anh va mot ngwoi chi, va phai n€m mui bat cong va s¢ hii, hoan
canh khic nghiét d6 chic chin di hinh thanh trong con ngudi cd gdi 4y mot
ban tinh ma ¢6 ta chwa bao gio’ ¢ th€ thdoa man, d6 1a théi tham lam tré con
khong th€ ki€m sodt.

“Tat cd moi ngwoi déu chdng lai t6i,” Olga ndi. “Tat ca. Cac nguoi ai



cling chong lai t6i. C4c 6ng doi xtt v&i toi khdng cong bang, chi vi tdi 1a
ngwoi nwdc ngoai, vi tdi khong thudc vé da't nwde nay, bdi vi toi khong
bi€t nén ndi gi va lam gi. T6i bi€t lam gi day? Tai sao cac 6ng khdng chi
cho t6i biét t6i ¢6 the' lam gi?”

“B@i vi toi nghi c6 chglng theé’ lam gi dwore nira,” 6ng Fullerton dap. “Cor
hdi duy nha't con lai cho ¢6 1a thd nhan ta't cd nhitng gi ¢6 da lam d€ dwoc
nhe t9i.”

“Néu t6i budc phai n6i nhirng di€u 6ng mudn, thi hda ra la t6i néi doi.
Chinh ba &y da viét to di chdc &y. Chinh tay ba 'y da viét né. Ba cha da
yéu céu toi ra khoi phong trong khi nhirng ngwoi khac ky vao d6.”

“Ching tdi c6 bang chitng chdng lai c6, cd biét ddy. C6 nhitng nhan
chitng s& néi ring ba Llewellyn-Smythe thwong khong nhan thire dwge ba
dy dang ky vao cai gi. Ba &y c¢6 ra't nhiéu gid'y to cong viéc khac nhau phai
giai quy€t, va khong phai ldc nao cling doc lai nhirng thir dwgrc trinh 1€n.”

“Thé thi nhan chirng d6 khong biét ho dang ndi gi roi.”

“Con gai o1,” dng Fullerton thot 1€n. “Chi ti€t giam nhe duy nha't cho cd
trong vu nay la c6 Ian dau pham t6i, va cd 1a ngwoi nwdc ngoai, va trinh do
hi€u ti€ng Anh cua c6 chi la so déng. Né&u may mén, co c6 th€ chi bj ngdi
tii thoi gian ngén, hodic thim chi c6 c6 the xin hwdng 4n treo.”

“Oi, lai hita hen. Ching ¢6 gi ngoai nhitng 101 hira hen rdng tuéch. Toi
s€ bi tong vao ti va khong bao gior dwore tha ra.”

“Gio ¢0 lai n6i lung tung r'6i,” dng Fullerton dap.

“T6t hon hét 1a toi nén bd trdn, né€u tdi bd trdn, khong ai ¢ the tim thay
toi dworc nira.”

“MOot khi canh sat ra 1€nh truy na ¢, c6 sé khong the’ thoat dworc.”



“Khong c¢6 chuyén d6 dau né€u t6i nhanh chan. Chi can t6i bo di ngay
bay gio’. Va ¢6 thém nguoi gidp toi. Toi ¢ th€ tron thoat. Ra khdi nwde
Anh. Bing thuyén hodc mdy bay. T6i ¢ the tim dwore ngudi 1am gid thi
thye hodc visa gi d6, hay bat k€ gid’y to gi ngwoi ta can. S€ ¢6 nguwoi gidp
toi. TOi c6 ban be. Toi c6 nhitng ngwoi quy mén tdi. S€ cé nguoi gitp toi
bi€n mat. Toi chi can nhw vay. Téi s€ doi toc gid. Toi cé the€ gia vor chdng
nang di lai.”

“Nghe nay,” 6ng Fullerton ca't ti€ng, va Ian nay cé quyén uy trong giong
noi. “To6i ra't ti€c cho ¢o, toi s€ gidi thiéu cho cd mot luét sw, ciu ta s€ lam
hét sirc d€ gidp c¢6. C6 khdong nén nghi dé€n chuyén minh c6 th€ bién mat
khéi day. C6 dang néi nang nhw mot dira con nit.”

“Tdi c6 tién. Toi da tiet kiém du tién.” Va Olga tiep, “Ong that tir t& khi
c& ging gitp. Vang, toi tin 12 viy. Nhung ong s& khong th€ gidp dwoc gi
dau, bi vi day la van dé luét phdp - ludt phap. Nhung sé c6 ngwoi gitp toi.
S€ ¢6 nguoi gitp. Va tdi s€ tron d€n mot noi khong ai ¢6 the tim thay.”

Va vay la khong mdt ai, 6ng Fullerton nhé lai, c6 the tim thdy c6 géi Ay
nira. Ong tw hdi - phai; ong dd rat to mo - khong biét gior cd ta & dau, hoic

c6 the' & dau.



CHUONG 14

Gia nhin mé& cira cho Hercule Poirot vao Biét thy Vwon Téo, din Ong vao
phong ti€p khach va thong bao ba Drake s€ ra gap Ong ngay.

Khi di qua sanh, Poirot nghe thdy ti€ng phu ntr tro chuyén ri ram sau
canh ctra mot can phong ma dng doan la phong an.

Poirot budc dén ctra s& phong khach, méit lwdt nhin khu veeon dep dwoc
cit tia gon gang bén ngoai. Khu vron duoe thiét k& trong cay rat dep va ¢
vé dwge chim soc thwong xuyén. Nhitng khém ciic tdy clia mia thu van
con né ruc ro, dwoe cdt chit vao coc; hoa chi cic van chua tan. Vai déa
h'ong van bwdng binh né ryc rd, nhw thach thirc mia dong dang t&i gan.

Nhwng Poirot nhan thdy dwong nhw khu veon khong ¢6 ban tay thiét k&
clia tho’ xay vuon canh chuyén nghiép. Toan bd déu 1a cit tia va chim séc
thong thwong, ong ty hdi liéu ba Drake c¢6 phai 1a ngwoi ma Michael
Garfield phai bé tay khong. Anh ta hin da ra st thuy€t phuc nhung vo ich.
Noi ddy van gitr dwgrc nguyén ven vé dep cua khu veon ngoai 6 dwoc chim
soc ti mi.

Canh ctra bat mao.

“Xin 106i da d€ 6ng d¢ri 1au, Me-xu Poirot,” ba Drake ca't 101.

Ngoai sanh vong vao ti€ng ri rAm nhd dan, cac vi khiach hinh nhw dang



ra ve.

“La cho 1€ Gidng sinh & nha tho,” ba Drake giai thich. “Ching tdi dang
hop hdi dong d€ ban k& hoach cho ngay hom dé va moi thit. Nhitng cudc
hop thé nay thwong t6n nhiéu thoi gian hon binh thwong, ta't nhién. Moi
ngwoi ctr thay phién phan d6i y twdng clia nhau, hodc dwa ra nhirng y
twdng ho cho 1a hay - ma y twdng hay thwong la ba't kha thi.”

Giong ba pha chiit gay git. Poirot c6 th€ twdng twong dwoce cinh
Rowena Drake quyét liét va thfmg tay bac bd cdc y ki€n ngd ngan nhw the’
nao. Tw loi nhin xét cda chi gai thanh tra Spence va tw thai do cia moi
ngudi khi nhdc d&n ba, cong thém nhiéu ngudn khic x4c nhan, 6ng Poirot
da hiéu rang Rowena Drake thudc dang ngwdi ¢ cd tinh 1an 4t va hay 4p
dat ngwoi khdc. Ai cling mudn dya vao ba d€ diéu hanh cong viéc, nhwng
khong maYy ai wa ba khi bét tay vao 1am. Ong ciing dodn dwoc 12 nguoi co
cao tudi Llewellyn-Smythe cé 1€ khdong wa sy tdn tdm cia cd chau dau
Drake nay, du hai ngwoi ¢6 cung tinh cach. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe, nhw 6ng
dwoe bi€t, da chuyén dén day d€ sdng gan chdau trai va chau dau, va ba
Drake ciing s&n sang ddm dwong viéc chim séc¢ va trong nom ba cd, mién
la khong phai tryc ti€p xudt hién trong cdn nha. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe
trong thdm tam co 1€ cling bi€t minh ng Rowena rat nhi€u, nhung dong
thdi chic chin ba Ay cling cim ghét kicu lam viéc thich ra 1énh va dp dit
cua c6 chau dau.

“Gio thi, khach da vé ca roi,” Rowena Drake néi sau khi nghe ti€ng
cénh ctra déng cudi hanh lang. “Tdi c6 the gitp gi cho dng day? Ong mudn
bi€t thém thong tin vE btra ti€c kinh khing d6? Gia ma tw dau t6i khong
chon t0 chirc tiéc & day. Nhung ciling chéng con nha nao hop hon ca. Ba

Oliver van lwu lai nha Judith Butler cht?”



“Véang. Theo toi bi€t thi trong mot hai ngay t&i ba &y s€ quay vé
London. Hai nguoi trede d6 chwa tieng gédp nhau sao?”

“Chwa. Nhwng toi ra't thich cac tac pham cta ba y.”

“Theo toi biét thi ba Oliver dworc coi 12 mot cay bt xua't sic.”

“A, ba &y thyc sy 12 mot nha vin xui't sic. Chuyén dé thi khong ai nghi
ngo. Ba &Yy ciing 1a ngwoi hét stee hai hwoc. Khong biét ba Oliver ¢6 doan
dwore, y t0i 1a nghi ngo ai d6 ¢6 the’ dinh Iiu d&€n vu nay hay khong.”

“T61 nghi la khong. The con ba thi sao, Ma-dam?”

“T6i da néi voi Ong r'oi. Toi hoan toan khong nghi ngo ai ca.”

“Vang, ba néi vay tdi khdng thic méc. Tuy nhién biét dau trong dau ba
cling 10 mo ¢ nhitng hinh dung vé mot gia thuyét nao dé, mét y nghi
ching han. Mot § nghi vin con trong tring nude. Mot ¥ nghi kha di nao
de.”

“Tai sao Ong lai nghi vay?”

Ba nhin 6ng tdo mo.

“C6 the ba da nhin thay gi d6 - mot chi ti€t nho nhd va twdng nhw vo
nghia, nhwng cang ngim lai thi ba cang thd’y né ddng ngo va c6 th€ 1a quan
trong hon ba twdng.”

“Chéc 6ng dang mudn 4m chi diéu gi, Me-xu Poirot, vé mdt sy viéc cu
thé' nao do chaalng han.”

“Pung vay, toi xin thwra nhan. Vi cé ngwoi ke vori t61.”

“Rala vay! La ai thé?”

“A, c6 Whittaker. Mot gido vién.”

“A phai, t&'t nhién roi. Elizabeth Whittaker. Gido vién day todn & tredng

Elms phai khong? Ping la c6 &y da dén du bira tiéc, t6i con nho. Co Ay



thdy gi sao?”

“Khong hin co Ay da tha’y gi, ma 1a c6 4y nghi ring ba hin da thay gi
dé.”

Ba Drake td vé ngac nhién va lic 1ac dau.

“T6i hoan toan khdng thé€ nh¢ dwgrc minh ¢6 the€ da tha’y gi quan trong,”
Rowena Drake néi, “nhung ai ma biét chic dwoc chi?”

“N6 lién quan d&n mdt chi&c binh,” Poirot goi y. “Binh cdm hoa.”

“Mot chigc binh cim hoa sao?” Rowena Drake nhiu may khé hidu. Va
roi tran ba gian ra. “A, tAt nhién roi, toi nh&d roi. Phai, ding 1a c6 mot
chiéc binh cdm 14 vang va hoa ciic tiy dit trén ban & géc ngodt cau thang.
Mot chiéc binh thily tinh rat dep. P6 12 qua cudi ctia t6i. L4 cdm trong dé
cling bat dau rung r'doi, ca hoa nira. T6i nhé c¢6 d€ ¥ né khi di qua hanh lang
- khi @6 tiéc sdp két thic thi phai, tdi cling khong chéc nira - toi thic méic
sao hoa 14 da héo nhanh vay, nén t61 quay Ién cau thang va nhing mot ngén
tay vao trong binh ki€m tra. Hoa ra 12 mot ké ngdc nghéch nao d6 da quén
khong dd nuwdc vao khi cdm hoa. Ttec gidn qud tdi bé cdi binh vao nha tim
d€ d& day nudc vao. Nhung trong nha tim thi tdi ¢6 the thay gi dwoc chir?
Trong d6 ching ¢4 ai cd. C6 the 1a mot hai co cdu nao ddy ting dit nhau
vao d6 d€, ngwdi My goi 13 Au y&m nhau, trong bita tiéc, nhung chic chin
la khi t6i dem binh vao thi & d6 hoan toan khong cé6 ai.”

“Khong, khong, ¥ tdi khong phai 1a & d6,” Poirot néi. “Nhwng t6i khong
nham thi da c6 mdt tai nan nho nhd. Chi€c binh tudt khoi tay ba va roi
xudng hanh lang bén dwdi, vo tan tanh.”

“Q, phai,” Rowena néi. “N6 v& tan. Toi cang tire gidn, vi nhuw t6i di néi
day, d6 la qua cudi cuia t6i, va chi€c binh hoa &y rat dep va hét sirc hoan

hdo, di nang d¢€ gitr ca bé hoa va canh 1a mua thu. Toi that ngu ngdc, tw



dung tudt tay. Thé la céi binh roi ra va vo tan tanh trén san hanh lang bén
dwoi. Elizabeth Whittaker dang déng gén toi lic &y. CO &y da gidp tdi nhat
cdc manh vo va quét don vun thuay tinh d€ tranh ngwoi khac khong biét lai
gidm phai. Ching t6i chi quét tam vao trong goc bén canh d6ng ho td
ding, d€ don sau.”

Rowena nhin Poirot hdi:

“C6 phai y 6ng la vy tai nan d6?”

“Phai,” Poirot dap. “Theo t6i thdy, c6 Whittaker da to mo khong biét vi
sao ba danh roi chi€c binh &y. C6 &y doan ba bi gidt minh vi diéu gi d6.”

“T6i giat minh?” Rowena Drake nhin ong tham tr, r'6i lai chau may suy
nghi. “Khong, t6i khong nghi khi &y t6i bi giat minh. Chi la khong may céi
binh tudt khoi tay. Thinh thodng tay chiing ta van bj tron da’y thoi, theo toi
c6 1& 1a do ngudi bi mét qua. Lic dé toi da bat dau kiét strc, sau bao nhiéu
cong viéc 1én k& hoach cho bira tiéc, r'oi lai chuan bi bay bién bira tiéc, r'oi
bao viéc liat vat khac ntra. Ti€c hom d6 da ra't sudn sé. Theo cam nhén caa
toi 1a vay - 6i dao, chi 1a mdt phit so say khi ngwoi mét qua dé6 ma.”

“Vay ba chic chin khdng c6 gi 1am cho ba gidt minh khi 4y? Vi du nhu
ba't ngo’ nhin thdy diéu gi d6 ch:fmg han?”

“Nhin thay? O dau co’? O’ hanh lang bén dw¢i? Toi chfmg tha’y gi & hanh
lang ci. N6 vang hoe vi moi nguwdi dang ban choi trd R'dng tép, ngoai tri,
ta't nhién la c6 Whittaker. Ma hinh nhw t6i con khéng nhin thay ¢6 &y dirng
do cho dén khi c6 2y chay dén giup.”

“Ba ¢6 thdy ngwoi nao do, vi du nhw, budce ra khdi phong doc sach
Chealng han?”

“Ra khoi phong doc... t6i hi€u y ong roi. Phai, c¢6 the' toi da thay gi do,”

Rowena nghi mdt h'6i 1au, r'di nhin thang vao mét Poirot, qua quyét. “T6i



khong nhin thdy bat cr ai roi khdi phong doc sdch,” ba khaalng dinh.
“Khong mot ai ca.”

Poirot 18y lam la. Thai d6 cia Rowena Drake khi néi nhirng loii nay
khién 6ng cam thA’y nghi ngo, ring ba dang khong néi sy thit, ma nguwoc
lai dwong nhw ba da nhin thdy di€u gi d6 hodc ai d6, ¢6 th€'la canh ctra mé
hé, hodc don gian l1a thodng thd'y mot cai bong bén trong. Nhuwng Rowena
cwong quy€t phi nhan, 6ng ty hai, tai sao lai to ra quyét li€t nhw vay? Bdi
vi ba da nhin thd'y mot ngwoi ma minh khong the tin, du chi mot gidy, ¢6
the dinh Iiu d&n t0i 4c & bén kia canh ctra? Mot nguoi ba quan tim, hodc
mot ngwoi ba mudn bao vé - dng nghi kha nang nay cé vé cao hon. Mot ai
do, c6 th€ van con nhé dai, mot ngwdi ma ba cdm thi’y chwa thwc sy nhan
thire dwore diéu kinh khiing ma ho vira 1am.

Poirot da nghi Rowena Drake 13 nguwoi ha khic nhung ciing chinh tryc.
Ong di nghi ba ciing gidng ki€u tinh cich nhitng phu nit theong 1am quan
toa, hodc diéu hanh hdi dong hodc hdi tw thién nao do, hay nhirng nguoi
nhiét tinh tham gia vao cac hoat dong thwong dwore goi la “thién nguyén”.
Nhitng phu nit nay thwong dé y&u long trirde cdc tinh ti€t gidm nhe hinh
phat. That ky la 12 ho sin sang tim c4ch bao bién cho nhitng t6i pham tré
tuGi. Mot cdu con trai m&i 1on, hay mdt cd bé tdm thédn cham phat trién.
Nhitng d6i twong thudc dién - 1a twr gi &y nhi - “can ngwoi bdo ho”. Néu
ding 1a ba &y da chirng ki€n mét nguwoi nhu vay budc ra khodi phong doc,
thi k& d6 chic da tin ring ban ning che ché ctia Rowena Drake sé& gitip hin
ta. Ngay nay tré em, thAm chi con nho tudi, pham tdi khong con 1a chuyén
la. C6 nhirng dira tré chi tAm bay tdm chin tudi. Va thwong ra't kho xi 1y
nhtrng té€n tdi pham nho tuoi bam sinh nay khi dwa ching ra tdoa an vi thanh

nién. Nguoi ta luén dwa ra nhieng 1y do bao bién cho hanh vi caa ching.



Gia dinh tan vo. Cha me bd bé hay khong da kha nang nudi day. Nhuwng
nhirng ngwoi 1€n ti€ng bénh vyc nhiét tinh nha't cho nhitng dira tré nay,
nhirng ngwoi sdn sang tim moi 1y 18 d& bao chira cho ching, lai thwong la
nhitng ngwdi nhe Rowena Drake. Mot phu nit nghiém khéc va hay chi trich
nguoi khic, nhung lai d& mém long vé&i nhitng dira tré sai tréi.

Vé phan minh, Poirot khong tan thanh diéu nay. Ong thudc ki€u nguoi
ludn dit céng 1y 1én hang dau. Ong nghi ngo, van ludn ludn nghi ngo tic
dung cua sy khoan dung - hay ding hon la khoan dung qua da. Ki€u khoan
dung qud mrc &y, nhw O6ng bi€t tr kinh nghiém séng cad & Bi va & Anh,
thwong din dén hau qua toi d4c ngldy cang ting, giy ra nhiéu cdi chét cla
nhtrng nan nhan vo tdi ma 1é ra ho da khong phai mat mang né€u nhw cong
1y dwore dat 1én hang dau va long khoan dung x€p sau.

“T6i hiéu roi,” Poirot dap. “T6i hieu roi.”

“Ong khong nghi 12 biét dau c6 Whittaker ciing da nhin thiy ai d6 di vao
phong doc sao?” ba Drake goiy.

Poirot hao hitng: “A, ba nghi nhu viy sao?”

“Theo tdi kha nang 8y la c6. C6 Whittaker c6 th€ da thoang thdy bong ai
di qua ctra phong doc khoang nam phut trwdc chéng han, va sau dé, khi toi
1am rovi binh hoa, c6 4y nghi rang toi ciling nhin thdy ngwdi d6. Ring c6 the
to6i da nhin 6 d6 1a ai. C6 1€ cd &y khong mudn voi do tdi mot ai d6 ma
minh chi thdy lodng thodng, c6 thé s¢’ 1a khong cong bing - nhat 1a khi
chwa di d& khing dinh chéc chin. Nhw cdi lung clia mot dia tré nao, hay
mot cau thanh nién nao d6 ching han.”

“Vay li€u ba c6 nghi rﬁng d6 1a mot dwra tré, mot cd bé hodc mot ciu bé
chaalng han, hay mot thi€u nién khong, Ma-dam? Ba c6 nghi, du chung ta

chua khfmg dinh gi, c6 kha nidng cao day la doi twong gly ra tdi ac d6



khong?”

Rowena suy nght hoi 1au, roi [én ti€ng:

“Cé, t6i nghi 1a c¢6. Tdi chwa nghi k§ chuyén nay 1dm. T6i thay c6 vé
ngay nay t0i pham ngay cang dinh liu d&€n dam tré. Nhitng dira nhw vay
thwong chwa hi€u rd ching dang lam gi, nhirng dira chi mudn lam may cai
trd trd thi ngu ngdc nao d6, hay nhirng dra c¢6 ban tinh thich pha hoai.
Ngay nhw nhirng tén phd b6t dién thoai, hodc rach 16p xe, lam nhwrng tro
dién r'6 ay chi d€ gy sy voi nguoi khac, bdi don gidn khong phai ching
cam ghét mdt cd nhan nao, ma la cam ghét ca thé gidi. Giong nhu mot dang
tinh cdch that thwong cha tudi vi thanh nién vady. Nén toi cho ring khi
ngwoi ta gap phai nhitng vu nhw mot dira tré bj dim chét trong mot bira tiéc
khong vi 1y do nao ca, thi ngudi ta thudng hay tin 12 ké tht 4c hin van chua
the’ chiu trach nhi€ém cho hanh dong ctia ban than. Toi nghi day la kha nang
16n nhatt trong vu 4n nay. Ong c6 dong y véi t6i khong?”

“T6i nghi canh sat cling cung suy nghi v&i ba - hodc ho da twng tin 1a
vay.”

“Thi ho phai 12 ngudi 16 nhat. O ddy ching toi ¢6 mot doi canh sat 1am
viéc ra't hiéu qua. Ho da x& 1y rdt t6t mot s6 vu, rd't chiu x6ng pha va
khong bao gio bd cudc. Toi tin canh sat s€ pha dwgc vu dn nay, nhung cé
the 12 khong nhanh 1dm. Nhitng vu giét nguoi ki€ nay thudng mat nhiéu
thoi gian phd dn. Riéng thu thap chirng cr cling ma't nhiéu cong strc r'6i.”

“Bang chtng cho vu 4n nay khong d& thu thap dau, Ma-dam.”

“Vang, chic 12 khong d&. Khi ch'dng toi bi st hai - 6ng 'y bi tan tat, dng
biét d&'y. Ong 4y dang bing qua dwdng va bi mot chiéc xe ddm guc. Canh
sat da khong tim ra ké lam chuyén d6. Nhw 6ng bi€t da’y - hodc cling ¢c6 the

ong chwa bi€t - chdong t6i bi viém tdy. Can bénh lam 6ng &y bi li€t mot



phéan co th€, tw sdu nam tredc. Bénh tinh 6ng &y da c6 ti€n tri€n, nhung
van tan phé&’, thé’ nén n€u mot chiéc xe ¢6 tinh lao nhanh vé phia ch'ong toi
thi 6ng Ay khé6 ¢6 the tranh kip. C6 ldc to6i da nghi 161 1a do toi, du trede d6
ong Ay ludn khing khing ring minh c6 thé ty ra ngodi ma khong can toi
hay ai di cling, vi chdng t0i ra't ghét cdm gidc phai dwa dAm vao y t4 riéng,
hodc d€ vg lam y ta riéng cham s6c. Thém ntra ch'éng t6i luén can than khi
bing qua dwong. DAu sao thi con ngwdi ta van ludn ty trdch minh moi khi
c6 tai nan xay ra.”

“Tai nan d6 xdy ra sau cai chét cua c6 Llewellyn-Smythe ctia ba?”

“Khong. Ba &y mat khong 1au sau d6. Moi tai hoa dwong nhw ludn ap
dén cung mot ldc vay, c6 phai khdong?”

“Ping vay,” Hercule Poirot néi. “Canh sat khong the Tan ra dau vét
chi€’c xe da dam chong ba hay sao?”

“Tdi nghi c6 th€ d6 1a mot chiéc Grasshopper Mark 7. Ong d€ ¥ 1a bay
gio ctr ba chiéc chay trén dwong thi ¢6 mot chi€c 1a Grasshopper Mark 7 -
hodc cach day vai nam la vay. D6 1a dong xe phd bi€n nhit trén thi trwong,
ho néi v&i toi the. Canh st cling néi né da bi dn cip tir cho dau mdi &
Medchester. Tai bai ddu xe & d6. Chié€c xe thudc s& hiru cia mot ngwoi dan
ong 1&n tudi tén 1la Waterhouse, chuyén budn ban cac loai hat & Medchester.
Ong Waterhouse vdn 12 mot ngwdi 14i xe cham va can than. Chéc chin d6
khong phai la nguoi gy tai nan. RS rang day la treong hgp mot ga trai tré
vO trdch nhi€ém nao dé da chdm xe va lai di. Nhirng tén vo trach nhi€ém nhw
vdy, thAm chi phdi néi 12 nhin tAm, 1€ ra phai bj trong tri. Doi lic toi nghi
ring can dung hinh phat niing né hon hién nay.”

“C6 I€ nén la mdt an tu lau nam. N&u chi don thuan bi phat tién, ma

thwong mén phat d6 lai do gia dinh ho hang chiéu chudng chi trd cho, thi



chaalng c6 tac dung 14m.”

“Nguwdi ta phai nhé rang,” Rowena Drake ti¢p 161, “tudi tré 13 thoi diém
quyét dinh d€ trau d'6i ki€n thirc va hinh thanh nhan cach con nguwoi néu
nhr ho mudn c6 mdt cudc song tot dep sau nay.”

“Lai vién dén vai tro than thanh cta gido duc,” Hercule Poirot néi. “y
ki€n nay t6i da nghe nhiéu,” 6ng nhanh chéng thém vao, “tr nhi€éu nguwoi,
dac biét 1a nhirng ngwoi hoc thirc cao.”

“C6 1€ ho khong du tién tror cap cho nhirng nguwoi tré 1on 1én trong hoan
canh kho khan. Tt nhirng gia dinh tan vo.”

“Vay ba cho ring nhitng thanh nién d6 can cdc phuong 4n khdc ngoai 4n
tu?”

“Ch¢&” do cdi tao phu hg'p,” Rowena Drake néi qua quyét.

“Va nhw vay- (thém mot thanh ng cd khac) - it bot vin gbt nén ho? Ba
khong tin vao cau chdm ngdn ‘sd phan con nguwoi ai cling da dwgc an bai’*
sao?”

Ba Drake td vé hét sirc nghi hodc va ¢6 phan khong hai long.

“P6 1a mot cham ngdn trong dao HOGi, theo nhw t6i bi€t,” Poirot giai
thich thém.

Ba Drake khong chiit &n twong voi hi€u biét cia dng.

“T6i hy vong rang,” ba cit 10, “ching ta khdng phai di mwon tw twdng
- hay thdm chi 1a 1y twdng - to Trung Dong.”

“Chiing ta phai chap nhan thyc t&,” Poirot néi, “va ¢6 mot thuc t&€ do cac
nha sinh vat hoc hién dai néu ra - cdc nha sinh vat hoc cta phwong Tay...”
Ong nhanh chéng thém vao, “...ho dwa ra gia thuy&t ring ngudn gdc cho

cac hanh vi ciia mdt ca nhan xud't phat ti ca'u tric gene cuia anh ta. Rang
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néu mot k& giét ngwdi nim hai muwoi tw tudi thi hin da 1a mot ké sat nhan
tiém an tw ldc hai, ba tudi. Piéu nay ciing 4p dung v&i nhirng ca nhan xué't
ching nhu cac nha toan hoc hodc thién tai.”

“Chtng ta dang khong ban dé€n nhirng ké giét ngwoi,” ba Drake dap lai.
“Ch'ong toi chét 1a do tai nan. M4t vu tai nan do hanh vi ba't can cia mot tw
cach méo mé. C4u bé do, hay chang trai d6 c6 1a ai di ching ntra, thi t0i van
git hy vong cudi cling ciu ta sé thay ddi, s& hi€u raing mot con ngudi song
trén doi phai biét suy nghi cho ngwdi khic, sé dwoc day db ring phai biét
cén rirt lwong tAm néu nhw minh vo tinh gigt chét ngwdi khdc, don thuin
chi 1a v6 y pham t6i, ma khdng phai tdi cd y giét nguwoi?”

“Vay la ba chic chin d6 khong phai 12 ¢& ¥ pham t6i?”

“To1 khong tin c6 ké ¢d tinh gi€t chong t6i,” ba Drake t6 vé hoi ngac
nhién. “T6i nghi canh sét cling khdng thyc sy can nhic d&n kha ning nay
bao gic. T6i chic chin 14 khong roi. P6 13 mot tai nan. Mot tai nan hét sirc
tham kh6c. N6 da lam thay doi cudc doi cta ra't nhi€u ngwoi, trong dé ¢6
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ca toi.

“Ba ndi vu viéc nay khong cé hung thi ¢6 y gi€t ngwoi,” Poirot ndi.
“Nhung trong cdi chét ctia Joyce thi chic chin phai ¢ ké sat nhan roi. D6
hoan toan khong phai 1a mot tai nan. C6 ké da c6' y dung tay ghi chat dau
cd bé xudng nwdc cho d&n khi nan nhan chét hin. Mot hanh vi tan nhan c6
chuy.”

“T6i bi€t. To6i biét. That kinh khing. T6i khong mudn nghi d&€n chuyén
do, to1 khong mudn ai nhdc dén né ca.”

Rowena dirng d4y va chuéh bj bo di, nhung Poirot van tiép tuc noi:

“Chtng ta & ddy van con mot lya chon. Ching ta vin ¢6 the tim ra dong

co’ dang sau hanh dong d6.”



“Nhu toi tha'y thi nhitng toi 4c thé nay chic chfmg cO dong co’ nao.”

“Y ba ké thi 4c 12 mot ké tAm than bat binh thuwong, bénh hoan d&én mikc
tim niém vui bang viéc giét ngwoi khac? Vi nhw giét chét nan nhan nao d6
con nhé tudi.”

“Nguoi ta van nghe vé nhitng vu nhw thé sudt. Khé ma tim ra dwoc
nguyén nhin ding sau hanh ddng dé. Ngay ca cdc chuyén gia tim than
cling khong hi€u dwoc.”

“Ba khong mudn cha’p nhan mdt cach 1y giai don gian hon sao?”

Rowena Drake nhin Poirot khé hiéu.

“Pon gian hon?”

“La ké dé khong bi than kinh, khdng phai 1a mdt vy ma cac nha tam théan
hoc khong th€'1y giai. Mot ké nao d6 lam vay chi vi mudn ban than dwgrc an
toan.”

“An toan? O, y 6ng 1a...”

“Trong ngay hdm dé, trede d6 chi vai gio, cd bé di khoe rang minh tirng
chirng ki€n mét ngwoi khac giét nguwoi.”

“Joyce,” ba Drake d4p lai bing vé& chic chdn va binh tinh, “1a mot c6 bé
ri't ngd'c nghéch. Va tdi e ring khong phai lic ndo ciing dang tin.”

“Moi nguoi déu néi vay véi tdi,” Hercule Poirot néi. “Tdi bit dau tin
ring d6 1a sy that,” dng néi thém, kém tieng thé dai. “Thuong 1 vay.”

Poirot dirng ddy, chuyén giong diu xudng:

“Toi phdi xin 161, Ma-dam. Tt ndy dén gio toi toan goi cho ba nhitng
chuyén dau budn, di nhirng chuyén nay khong c6 can hé¢ dén t6i. Nhung
theo loi ¢6 Whittaker néi voi toi thi hinh nhu....”

“Tai sao 6ng khong héi thém c6 ay?”



“Y bala...”

“Co Ay la gido vién. Co ay hin hiéu rd hon t6i vé kha nang co sat nhan
tiém an (nhw loi 6ng ndi) trong dam tré c6 'y day.” Rowena ngung mot
lic, r'oi ti€p: “Ca c6 Emlyn ntra.”

“C6 hiéu tredng?” Poirot ngac nhién hoi lai.

“Phai. C6 &y ciing bi¢t nhiéu chuyén. Y t6i 13, c6 &'y 1a mot chuyén gia
tdm ly bam sinh, 6ng noi tdi cé th€ c6 nhirng phdng dodn - nhirng y nghi
con trong trirng nuwdc - vé ké gi€t Joyce. T6i thi khong ¢é - nhwng ¢6 the ¢6
Emlyn c6 daYy.”

“That thd vi...”

“Y t6i khong phai 1a ¢6 bang chirng. Ma cd &Yy c6 thé biét gi d6. Chinh
cd 2y c6 th€ ti€t 16 cho 6ng - nhwng t6i khdong nghi 1a ¢ Emlyn s€ néi ra
dau.”

“To6i m&i nhan ra,” Poirot néi. “Toi vAn con cd mot quiang dwong dai
phia truéc. Mi ngudi déu biet cdi gi d6 - nhung s& ching ai chiu néi véi
toi cd.” D@t loi 6ng nhin Rowena Drake ddy an y. “Cd cta ba, ba
Llewellyn-Smythe, ting c¢6 mdt cd 4-pe bén canh cham séc, mot cd gai
ngwoi nwde ngoai.”

“Cé vé ong da nghe ngdéng dwo'c moi chuyén dam ti€u trong vung roi,”
Rowena lanh lung dap. “Phai, ding vay. C6 ta bd di kha dot ngot sau khi co
toi ma't.”

“Ly do c6 vé ciing dé hiéu.”

“T6i khong bi€t ndi thé nay c¢6 phai la vu khdng hay phi bang ngwoi
khic khong - nhung c6 vé co ta chic chin da 1am gid mot ban di chic b&

sung thay cho ban ctia ¢6 toi - hodc 1a ¢6 ngwoi da gidp co ta lam vay.”



“C6 nguoi khac sao?”

“C0 ta ting than thi€t voi mot anh chang lam viéc cho van phong tw van
phdp ludt & Medchester. Tredc ddy céu ta tirng dinh vao mot vu gid mao
gid’y to’. Vu viéc nay chwa ra dwge dén tdoa do cd ta bdng dwng bién mat.
Co6 ta nhén ra to’ di chic d6 khong dwgc chd’p nhan 1a mot ban di chic ¢6
gia tri phap ly, va sy viéc s€ dworc dwa ra toa. Co gdi d6 da bo di va khong
ai nghe tin tirc gi twe d6.”

“Co0 &Yy, nhw tdi nghe ndi, cling dé€n tr mdt gia dinh tan vor,” Poirot ti€p
lovi.

Rowena Drake nhin 6ng mdt cdi sic 18ém, nhung 6ng chi cudi dap lai.

“Cam on ba da ndéi cho toi bi€t nhi€u diéu, Ma-dam,” Poirot noi.

R&i khdi nha Rowena Drake, Poirot di bd mot quing ngén ra t&i duwong
16, r'6i lai & vao mot con dudng nhd gin biéh tén “Pwong Nghia trang
Helpsly”. Ching ma’y chdc dng da dén nghia trang ghi trén tAm bién, mat
khoang muwoi phit di bd. Noi nay ro rang moi dwoe xdy dung khoang
muwoi nam tré lai day, ¢ 1€ 1a d€ dap wng cho s& lwgng dan dinh cw ngay
mot nhiéu & Woodleigh. Nha tho & day dién tich vwa dd, moi dwgc xay
dwng khodng hai, ba thap ky tredc va khoang da't rat nhd bao quanh né da
kin chd nguoi yén nghi. VAy nén nguoi ta d@ mé ra mot khu nghia trang
mé&i, ndi v&i nha tho cdch d6 hai canh dong bing mdt con duwdng da't nhd.
Mot nghia trang hién dai dworc sép x€p khoa hoc va thyc t€, Poirot nght

trong dau, v&i dd cam thach va granite tao khong gian ton kinh va tram



lang; v&i céc binh dung tro cot, 167 di rai sdi, cdc cAy bui nhd va hoa.
Khdng c6 cdc bia mo hinh thit doc d4o hay cdc cAu khéc trén bia thd vi.
Chflng ¢ gi gia tri cho nhirng nha nghién ctru va swu fam d6 c6 & day.
Nghia trang nay dworc don dep sach s&, gon gang, ngay ngan, v&i khong khi
thanh kinh chuah muyc bao trum.

Tat ca cac ngdi mo déu dé ngay thang khoang hai hodc ba nam trwdc.
Poirot dung lai doc tdim bia dyng trén mdt ngdi md con mdi so véi xung
quanh. Khéc trén d6 dong chix don gidn: Twdng nhé Hugo Edmund Drake,
ngwoi chong yéu ddau ciia Rowena Arabella Drake, da tw tran vao ngay 20
thdng 3 nam 19...

Van cOn nguyén cam xidc sau cudc gip v&i ngwdi phu nit hét ra lia
Rowena Drake it phut trwedc, Poirot bdng ¢6 cam gidc c6 1€ gidc ngl ngan
thu nay 1a 167 thoat nhe nhang ma éng Drake qua ¢6” da cho dei tw 1au.

Trén md 13 mot binh dung tro bing thach cao tuyét hoa, canh dé la
nhirng bong hoa da tan. Mot ngwei lam vwon 1o tudi, ¢6 vé dwoe thué de
cham nom cho ngdi md cua nhirng cong dan kha kinh trong viung, dat cudc
va chdi xudng, ti€n lai gan Poirot bit chuyén.

“Nguroi moi dén diy,” ong ta cat ti€ng, “t6i doan c6 phai khong, thwa
ngai?”’

“Ping vay,” Poirot dap. “T6i la ngwoi la voi Ong, cling nhw v&i nhirng
ngwoi dang an nghi trede mat toi day.”

“A, nay. O day c6 cau giong vy ciing dwore khic trén mo nao dé. O gbc
bén kia kia.” R9i 6ng 140 néi ti€p, “Ong Drake 12 mdt ngudi tk t&. Bj tan
tat, chic ong cé bi€t, 6ng &y bi bénh bai liét tré em, &y 1a ho goi nhw vay,
di thong thwong khdng chi tré em m&i méc phdi. CA nguwoi 1on cling bi.

Dan 6ng hay phu nit. Vo tdi ¢ ba ¢6 ciing bi mic bénh 4y & TAy Ban Nha.



Di du lich t&i d6, ba ¢d Ay, roi tim & song ndo diy. Sau d6 ngudi ta chin
dodn 12 nhim triing ttr nwére, nhung téi khdng nghi may ngudi dé bit dwoc
ding bénh. La néi cac bac si &y. Nhung gio’ thi khac roi. C6 ma’y thir thudc
ho chich ngtra cho bon tré con. Gior khong con nhiéu ngwdi méc nhw ngay
xwa nira. Phdi, ong &y 12 ngudi rat tk & va chang kéu ca ntra 151, du rat
khé s& v&i nd, ¥ toi 1a bai liét &y. Ong Drake tirng 13 van dong vién thé thao
ra't cw, h'6i con tré khde &y. Tung danh bong cho doi criket cta lang. Bao
nhiéu trdi dn di€m sdu tuyét doi 6ng 'y danh ra d&€n dwong bién san. Phai,
mot ngwoi dan 6ng t6t.”

“Ong &y ma't vi tai nan, c6 phai khong?”

“Ping vay. Bang qua dwong, ldc troi chang vang t&i. Mot chiéc xe 6 t6
lao t&i. Lai may thang tré du thir du thue 14i xe, téc tai bom xom. Ay 1a ho
k€ thé&". Chuing né cling khong them ngwng xe. C thé” di ti€p. Khong buon
quay lai xem. R'6i bo céi xe lai & mot bai dau cach day hai mwoi ddm. Ciing
chaalng phai xe chiing né. Chom chia dwoc & bii dau xe nao d6. Oi cha, that
té hai, gio’ nhiéu tai nan nhw vy qua. Ma canh sat thweong cling khong lam
gl duegrc bon nd. Ba vor cham séc 6ng 2y rat chu ddo. Bi nhw vay ba 2y suy
sup 1am. TuAn ndo ba Ay ciling t&i vieng, mang theo hoa dit 1én md. Phai,
vor chdng nha 4y quan tAm nhau 1dm. N&u 6ng hdi toi, thi tdi dodn ba Ay
khong dinh & day lau dau.”

“Vay sao? Nhung & diy ba 'y ¢6 ngoi nha dep nhw vay.”

“Phai, 0 phai. Va ba Ay ciing niing gitip nhiéu viéc cho dia phwong 18m,
ong biét da’y. MaYy tro t6 chirc nay no - héi nhém cuia cac ba cac co, tiéc tra
va cac budi giao t& cdc thir. Ba &y dung ra chi dao t0 chirc nhiéu cong
chuyén 1dm. Tham chi chi dao hoi qud mitc v&i nhiéu ngudi. Dang hach

dich, thich ra 1énh cho ngwdi khdc, hay can thiép, nhiéu ngwedi van noi thé'.



Nhung muc sw & day dwa ca vao ba &y. Ba 4y kh&i xwdng nhiéu hoat dong.
Sinh hoat cho phu ni cic thit. TS chirc cic chuyén da ngoai va du lich. A
phai. Toi vin thudng nghi, di i chang ddm néi v&i ba vor & nha dau, 1a
may cong viéc hay ho dep dé cac ba hay lam 2y, cheamg khi€n cic ong
ch'dong yéu mén thém gi cac ba dau. Luc nao ciing doi bi€t tudt. Lic nao
cling bdo cdac Oong phai lam cai nay v&i khong dwgc lam cai kia. Ch:fmg tw
do gi ca. Gi¢r chiang dau c6 tw do hét.”

“Nhung 6ng nghi ba Drake c6 th€ sé roi khoi diy sao?”

“T6i doan ba Ay sé chuyén ra nwdc ngoai sdng. Ho thwong thich di
nwdc ngoai, tng di du lich ciing nhau.”

“Tai sao 6ng nghi ba 'y muén roi di?”

Mot nu cwdi ranh manh bong hién 1én trén gwong mit ngwdi quan trang.

“A thi, toi tha'y ba &y d 1am moi thit & day roi. N6i theo kinh thanh thi
ba &y can tim vwon nho khic d€ cham. Ba &y c¢an thém cong chuyén khac
de lam. Vung nay thi chéng con nhiéu cong chuyén cho ba &y nwra. Ba
Drake da lam tat ca r'oi, ngwoi ta con néi 1a da lam hon ta't cd nhirng gi can
lam ay.”

“Ba &y can noi mdi d€ tim cdng chuyén sao?” Poirot hdi lai.

“Ong hiéu r6i d&y. Nén chuyén d&n noi no con cong chuyén d& ba Ay
c6 th€ tiép tuc diéu hanh xuat séc, bit nat dwoc that nhiéu ngudi khéc. Ba
ay da bi€én noi day thanh no'i minh muén roéi, chealng con nhiéu viéc d¢€ lam
nwa.”

“C¢ 1€ dung 1a vay,” Poirot noi.
“Tham chi ch§ng con chong d€ ma cham séc. Ba Drake cham chong

dworc may nam roi co day. Co the€ ndéi viéc cham séc 6ng Drake da tré



thanh mdt cong vi€c chinh cua ba &y. Cong thém may hoat dong bén ngoai
ntra, ba Drake cling d@ ban ron t61 ngay. Ba &'y thudc ki€u nguwoi thich 1am
viéc ludn chan ludén tay. Ma hai nguoi 4y cling khong ¢6 con cdi, cang thém
t0i nghi€p. Th& nén t6i nghi ba Drake &y s€ chuyén dén noi khac s6ng va
lam lai te dau.”

“Chéc 6ng c6 biét chuyén gi d6. Ba Ay s& di ddu m&i dwoc?”

“Chuyén do thi t0i khong biét. C6 th€ dén miy chd & Riviery Ay - hoic
la dau d6 & Tay Ban Nha hay B0 Pao Nha, hay Hy Lap - t6i ting nghe ba
Drake nhic d&n Hy Lap v may ddo gi d6. Nhw ba Butler, ba Ay ting dén
Hy Lap theo may tour ngwoi ta to chirc ay. Hellenic, ho dat tén 1a th&’, tén
gi t0i nghe ctr nhw 1a Itva d6t Ivu huynh &y.” Poirot mim cuoi.

“Péo cta Hy Lap,” 6ng 14m bam, roi héi ngwdi quan trang: “Ong ¢ quy
mén ba &y khong?”

“Ba Drake a? N6i quy mén ciing khong hin. Ba dy la mdt nguoi tot.
Ludn lam tron trach nhiém véoi xém giéng cac th - nhwng ba &y ludn cho
minh quyén ding trén chi dao moi ngwdi - va néu ong hdi toi, thi ching ai
thich nhirng nguoi ludn nhing tay vao moi viéc ca. Poi chi tdi ca céach tia
khom h'dong nha t61, ma chuyén do ty t61 cling bi€t cach lam. Lic nao ciing
néi toi cAn phai trong cdc gidng rau mdi. V&i tdi cdi bip 1a dd roi, nén toi
cit trong cai bap thdi.”

Poirot lai mim cwoi, néi: “T6i phai di ¢6 viée roi. Ong chi cho t6i di
dwong nao t&i chd Nicholas Ransom va Desmond Holland s6ng dworc
khong?”

“Pi qua nha tho, nha thir ba bén tay trai. Hai tén d6 tro nha c¢6 Brand,
ngay nao ciing d&n treong Medchester Technical d&€ hoc. Gid chic vé nha

roi day.” Ong gia quan trang nhin Poirot to mo, néi: “Vay ra 6ng ciing nghi



theo hwdng d6, ¢6 phai khdng? Pa cé ngwoi cling nghi nhw thé roi day.”
“Khong, t6i chwa nght gi cd. Nhwng ho cling ¢ mat hom dé, vay thoi.”
Poirot rao budc di, ddu mai mié€t suy nghi. “Nhing nguoi du tiéc, ta da

di gap gan hét danh sach roéi.”



CHUONG 15

Hai d6i mét nhin Poirot khé chiju.

“Chau khong bi€t ching chdu con gi d€ k& cho 6ng nwra. Canh sat da
phong van ca hai roi, Me-xuw Poirot.”

Poirot nhin hai ciu bé. Ca hai déu khong con gidng cic ciu bé 14m; hanh
Xt da ra ddng v& can trong ctia ngwdi 1on. P&n mitc néu nhrr nhim mat lai,
thi cudc doi thoai nay nghe gidng nhw budi trdo chuyén ctia h6i nguoi cao
tuoi vay. Nicholas m&i muwoi tdm. Desmond muwoi sdu.

“Vi mudn gidp do mdt ngwoi ban,” Poirot 1én ti€ng. “Ta dang ty minh
di héi nhirng ngwoi cing ¢6 mat vao mot thoi di€m dac biét. Khong phai la
tai btra ti€éc Hallowéen, ma 1a tredre d6, khi chuan bi tiéc. Ca hai ciu déu co
mat lic d6.”

“bung vay.”

“Pén thoi di€m nay,” Poirot ti€p, “ta dd phdng van cac ba cac cd don
dep, da c6 thong tin tir phia canh sat vé y ki€n cia mot bac si - chinh 1a vi
bac si dau tién kham thi the€ - da néi chuyén v&i mot gido vién cling ¢6 mat
lic d6, véi hiéu tredng treong hoc, voi ngwoi than dang ra't dau buon cua
cd bé, cling da nghe nhirng 101 d6n dai & trong lang - ma tién th€, néu ta

khong I'am thi & day c6 phu thiy lang?”



Hai cdu bé cwoi pha 1én.

“Y 6ng 1a Me Goodbody. Phai, ba &y c6 d&n dy tiéc va déng vai mu phil
thay.”

“Gio thi ta tim g@p,” Poirot ti€p tuc, “nhirng thanh nién tré, nhirng ngwoi
c6 6¢ quan sat nhanh nhay va kha ning ling nghe chudh xdc, c¢6 kién thirc
khoa hoc cap ti&n va triét Iy song sac bén. Ta mong - hét sirc thiét tha -
duwoc 1ing nghe suy nghi clia hai ciu trong va'n dé nay.”

Muoi tdm va muwoi sau tuoi, Poirot nghi trong dau khi nhin hai cau bé
tred’c mat. Canh sét coi 1a cac thanh nién, 6ng coi la cac cdu bé, gioi bao
chi thi goi 1a ngwoi tré. Goi sao cling dwoe, ddy déu la nhirng san pham cua
thoi dai ngay nay. Theo dng danh gid, hai con ngwoi nay khong hé ngdc
nghé&ch, du cling chwa dén tam hi€u biét xua't chiing nhw 6ng vira ca ngoi.
Poirot da c6 chit tang bd'c de’ 12y long hai cdu bé khi mé dau cau chuyén.
Ca hai da tham du btra tiéc. Ca hai cling ¢6 mat tredc d6 d€ phu gidp ba
Drake chuan bi.

Ho di tréo thang, da gitip sip dit bi ngd trang tri, ho cling 1am dién dém
d€ thip 4nh d&n md 4o cho budi tiéc. Mot trong hai ciu bé nay da khéo 1éo
thye hién hiéu &ng 4n twong, tao ra cac hinh anh gid vé nguoi chong
twong lai cho céac ¢6 bé tudi mdi 1on mo mong. Hai cdu bé cling tinh co &
ding do tudi bi tinh nghi hang dau trong dau cta diéu tra vién Raglan va,
cé vé ca v&i nguoi quan trang gia. Ty 1€ nhirng vu gi€t ngwoi do nhém tudi
nay gdy ra dang tdng trong nhirng ndm gan dady. Ban than Poirot khong
thién vé gia dinh nay, nhwng chuyén gi ciing c6 the€ xay ra. Tham chi vu
gi€t ngwoi xay ra hai hay ba nam truede kia cling ¢6 th€ do mot ciu bé, mot
thanh nién, ngwoi tré tAm muwoi hai hay mwoi bén tudi gy ra. Nhing vu

teong ty nhw vy gan day dang xua't hién nhi€u trén cidc mat bao.



Vao ldc nay, Poirot gat moi phdng dodn &y sang mdt bén, thay vao d6
ong tip trung d€ ty minh ddnh gia hai ngwoi nay, vé bé ngoai, trang phuc,
cach cuv x&, giong ndi, van van, theo cach riéng cua Hercule Poirot. Bén
ngoai 6ng che gidu 4nh mit quan sit bang vd boc clia mot ngwdi nwde
ngoai, v&i nhirng ngdn ngwr ting bo'c va phong thai cau ky ki€u cach qua
da, cho d&n khi hai cdu bé bit dau cé y coi thwong ngudi dan ong trwde
mit ho, di van td ra lich sy va nha nhin v&i 6ng. Ca hai déu cw xit hét strc
ding muyc. Nicholas, mwoi tdm tudi, rad't dién trai, d€ téc mai dai hai bén,
téc moc dén gan cd, va van @6 den hoi gidng trang phuc du tang 1&. Poirot
doan bo @6 khong phai c¢6 y d€ tang cho chuyén dau long vira xay ra, ma
chic han 12 gu thoi trang hién dai riéng cia ciu bé. Desmond tré hon, mac
ao khoac nhung mau h'dong, quan mau hoa ca va bén trong l1a 4o so mi c0O
béo. Rd rang hai ciu bé da chi mot khodn tién kha kha cho trang phuc, chéc
chin khong phdi mua trong viing, va cé th€ do cdc ciu tr bd tién tdi mua,
chir khong phai tién ctia cha me hay nguoi bao h. Téc Desmond mau hung
va bong xu.

“Nhuw t6i dwgrc bi€t, hai cau da & d6 vao budi sang hay buoi chiéu gi d6
triedre bira tiéc, d€ gitp moi ngwoi chuan bi?”

“Pau gior chiéu,” Nicholas chinh lai cho ding.

“Hai c4u giip chuan bi & khau nao? Téi ¢c6 nghe nhiéu ngwoi k€ lai,
nhung van chua 16 14m. Ho mdi ngudi néi mot kicu.”

“Thap sdng, chiing dén, 13 mot.”

“Béc thang d€ treo nhirng thit ¢An bai tri trén cao nira.”

“T6i nghe ndi cac cau con lam dwoe cd cac hiéu ing hinh dnh rd't an
twong.”

Desmond 14p tirc diit tay vao tii va 16i ra mét tap gid’y kep, ti d6 cdu rit



ra mOt vai ti'm nhd, vé ty hao.

“Tui chau lam gid may tA'm nay trwdec,” cdu giai thich, “hinh anh chdng
cla tui con gdi &y. Con gai dira nao cling nhw nhau, déu thich thir gi d6 hop
m&t mot chiit, cit ghép ciing khong t& 1dm, c¢6 phai khong?”

Cau dwa cho Poirot vai mau, ong tham t to vé thich thi. Mot tAm anh
cit ghép hoi mo hinh mdt anh chang tré tudi, riu mau hung, mot tim hinh
chang trai khac c6 mai téc xt bong, anh chang & td'm thir ba ¢6 vé riu téc
da chuyén xudng chan hét, va con ¢6 mot vai tim khac v&i da ki€u ria mép
va cac dac di€m khudn mat khac nhau.

“Tuyi chau 1am mdi tAm déu khadc nhau hét. Khong t&, c6 phai khong?”

“Vay toi dodn céc ciu ¢6 ngwoi mau?”

“Qi, déu 1a tui chdu ca d&y. Chi 1a ch& tdc chinh sta lai thoi, 6ng biét
da’y. Chau va Nick ty lam hét. Vai tam 1a Nick chup chau, va nguoc lai.
Chi lam khac phan ma ti€ng Phap 6ng goi la mo-tip, toc thdi.”

“That thong minh,” Poirot ca ngoi.

“Ba Drake rat hai long vé cac tAm anh nay. Ba 4y xem xong cwoi 1on,
con khen ngoi tui chdu. Céc phan viéc vé dién dom trong bura tiéc da so 1a
do tui chau 1am. Ong biét day, nhw 12 1§p dit dén d€ khi mot co gai ngdi
xudng trrdc tAm grong, mot trong hai dira tui chdu sé ng'di vao chd, va d&
minh hi€n 1€n tAm man va c6 gai s€ thdy gwong mat hi€n ra trong gwong,
mdi ngwoi ¢6 ki€u téc, hodc rau hodc ria mép riéng.”

“Céac ¢6 gai co bi€t do 1a cau va ban cau khong?”

“Oi, lic d6 chdu nghi 1a khéng. O bira tiéc thi khong. Tui con gai c6 biet
chdu v&i Nick phu viée gi d6 tredc bira tiéc, nhwng chdu khong nghi ho

nhin ra tui chau trong gwong. Tui con gai d6 khong thong minh d€n vay



dau. V&i lai, hai dra tui chdu con héa trang mot chit d€ thay d6i. Dau tién
la chdau ng'6i vao, roi d&€n Nicholas. Tui con gdi nhin trong gwong roi dira
nao ciing ré 1én xong la hét inh éi. Budn cuwdi 1dm.”

“Vay c6 nhirng ai cling & d6 vao budi chiéu? Toi khdong ¢6 y hdi cac cau
vé nhirng ngwoi dén du tiéc dau.”

“Hbém &y chdu dodn phai c6 dé€n ba muoi ngwoi loanh quanh phu viéc &
d6. Buoi chiéu thi ¢6 ba Drake, tat nhién r'6i, va ba Butler. C6 mdt gido
vién, hinh nhw tén 1a ¢6 Whittaker. C6 Flatrerbut hay té€n gi d6 ntra. C6 em
gai hay la vor cia nguoi danh dan &y. Ngwoi bao ché” thudc cho bac si
Ferguson, ¢6 Lee; buoi chi€éu hom d6 ¢6 &y dwore nghi nén qua gitp, va con
mot vai dira nhéc tinh nguyén dén phu mot tay ntra. Chau khong thay tui d6
giip dwoc gi. May dira con gdi chi di lai quanh quan v&i ric rich néi
chuyén tho6i.”

“A, phai roi. Cau c6 nhé cdc cd gdi 'y 1 nhitng ai khong?”

“Thi, chi em nha Reynolds. Joyce qua cd t6i nghi€p, vé sau bi x& va chi
gai cua né, Ann. Mot ¢d nang dang sor. N6i mai khdng ngung. N6 cir nght
n6 thong minh cao siéu 1dm. Chéic né tin né s& dau hét ma’y ky thi trinh do
A. Va thang nhéc Leopold, thing bé thit kinh khiing,” Desmond néi. “N¢
ra't hay hét 180, hay di nghe 1dm r6i di k& ba hoa khip noi. Thang nhéc hw
14m. R'6i con c6 Beatrice Ardley va Cathie Grant, né kho tir bé, va ta't nhién
mot s& ¢d bac thao viéc nira. Y chdu 1a cdc ba céc ¢6 don dep ay. Va ca nu
tac gia vi€t ti€u thuyét - ba 8y da dwa 6ng xuéng day.”

“Co dan 6ng nao khong?”

“O’m, néu tinh thi ¢c6 muc sw ghé tham mot lic. Mot 1ao tir t&, hoi kho.
Va ca 6ng tro’ t& m&i. Ong nay ci khi ndo lo 1ing 1a lai néi 14p. Chwa & day

1au. Thé thoi, gio chau chi nhd dwgre ¢6 vay.”



“Vay thi, t61 khong nham ciu c6 nghe c6 bé Joyce Reynolds noéi gi d6 veé
chuyén ting chirng ki€n mot vu 4n mang.”

“Chau chwa nghe bao gior,” Desmond dép. “Con bé d6 c6 néi sao?”

“A, &y 12 ho néi th&,” Nicholas néi. “Chdu khong nghe tryc tiép tir
Joyce, chic 1a khi &y chau khong & trong phong. N6 néi thé” & dau, a y chdu
1a khi nao?”

“O trong phong khich.”

“A phii, thi, da s& moi ngudi déu tip trung & d6, trir khi ho phai lam
viéc gi dac bi€t & phong khac. Di nhién chau va Nick,” Desmond néi, “gan
nhw [udn cé mit & trong phong, & d6 tui con gai s€ nhin thay tinh yéu dich
thirc cia minh trong gwong. R'6i thi sira day dién va may cong viéc kieu
vay. Luc khac thi tyi chdu c6 ra cau thang d€ sira den nhap nhay. C6 mot
hai Ian tyi chau vao phong khach d€ bai tri dam bi ngo, hoac treo vai trai da
khoét rdng va lap d&n bén trong. Nhung lic & trong phong khach chdu
khong hé nghe thd’y chuyén 6ng vira k€. Cau c¢6 nghe khong, Nick?”

“T& khong,” Nick ddp. R6i hao hirng hoi thém, “Thé” c¢6 ding 1a Joyce
ndi ting nhin thdy ngwoi khac gi€t ngwoi khong? Thé thi chuyén hay roi,
Ong bi€t da’y, n€u ddng la vay, phai khong a?”

“Tai sao lai hay?” Desmond héi.

“Thi, nhw ki€u ngoai cdm &Yy, phai khéng? Y t& 1a, con bé &y tirng chirng
ki€n mdt vu an mang, va chi mdt hai ti€ng sau chinh né bi gi€t. Té doan la
né linh cam thay chuyén chéng lanh. Ciing ddng d€ nghi 18m. C4u biét may
thi nghiém gan diy ho hay 1am 'y, trong nhwr ho sip 1am cho ngudi ta ¢
nang lwc ngoai cam bﬁng cach gén mot dién cyc, hay thi€t bi dién gi do,
vao tinh mach & ¢6 cta ciu &y. T¢ da doc vé vu nay & dau do.”

“Ho lam gi nghién ctru dwoc vE may th ngoai cam dau,” Desmond



khinh khinh ddp. “Nguwoi ta chi ng'di trong cac can phong khac nhau, nhin
d€ doan cdc 14 bai trong mot bd, hodc cac chir cdi véi cac hinh vubéng va du
th s6” hinh hoc trén d6. Nhung chéng ai dodn dwoc ding cd, hodc Ia rat
hi€m khi.”

“Thi, cu chic can phai rat tré tudi d& tham gia thi nghiém d6. Thanh
nién hin s& lam 6t hon ngudi gia.”

Khong c6 ¥ dinh tham gia vao cudc ban luin khoa hoc han lam cao cap
nay, Hercule Poirot xen vao:

“Vay theo tri nh& chia cdc cu, khi cac cau ¢ mat trong cin nha, khong
hé xay ra s vu nao c¢6 vé nguy hiém hay dang chid y gi cd. Nhw la chuyén
gi d6 c6 th& nguwdi khac khdng d€ mét t&i, nhung lai vo tinh khign cic ciu
chuy chzamg han.”

Nicholas va Desmond chau may, rd rang 1a dang ¢d ging niin 6¢ d&€ nhé
ra si viéc quan trong nao do.

“Khong, chi toan loc coc nhirng viée sip xé&p ké don thdi.”

“Céc cau c6 gia thuy€t nao trong chuyén nay khdng?” Poirot quay sang
nhin Nicholas.

“Sao cor, gia thuyé€t ai da hai Joyce 4?”

“Phai. Y tdi 12 c6 chuyén gi d6 ciu c6 the da d€ tam, tr d6 dit ra nghi
ngo nao do, hodc don gian chi la suy doan vé tam ly thoi cheamg han.”

“R'6i, chdu hi€u y ong. Cé the'la c6 day.”

“Chau dat ctra hung tha 1a Whittaker,” Desmond Ién ti€ng, pha tan dong

suy nghi mién man cta Nicholas.
“Co6 gido day & treong sao?” Poirot hoi lai.

“Vang. Ba c6 khong chong, 6ng bi€t ddy. Them khat tinh duc. Va lai



con phai di day hoc, phai kim nén gitra céc phu nit khdc. Ong nhé ting c6
mot gido vién bj bop ¢6 chét mot hai nam trede khong. Ba Ay ki€u dong
tinh, ho k€ lai thé&".”

“P'ong tinh nir a?”” Nicholas hoi, giong vé hiéu biét.

“Co6 1€ thé&. Cau con nhé Nora Ambrose, ¢ gido sdng chung véi ¢
Whittaker khong? Co ta nhin cling dau c6 t¢, c6 mot vai anh ban trai, ho
d6n thé’, va thé"1a c6 ban s6ng cling nha 4y m&i ndi dién 1én. C6 ngwoi con
néi cd ta khong chdng ma sinh con. Co gido 4y vang mit hai hoc ky, nghi
Om, roi sau dé quay lai day. Ma & céi 6 buon chuyén nay, thi gi ho chéng
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noi.

“Thi, dau sao, Whittaker & trong phong khdch g4n nhw cd budi sdng hom
d6. Co6 the' cd &y da nghe loi Joyce ndi. Co the€ da khién cd &y gidt minh, ¢
phai khong?”

“Nghe nay,” Nicholas néi, “ctr cho 1a Whittaker - bao tudi nhi, cdu doén
xem? Hon bdn mwoi? Sdp nidm muoi - phu nir ai d&n tudi diy cling thanh
dong tinh ca.”

Ca hai cdu trai tré quay sang nhin Poirot, v&i vé mat hai long ctia nhirng
chi cin khi m&i mang vé dwgc moén gi d6 theo yéu cau ctia chd nhan.

“Ne€u dung la vay, chiu ca la co Emlyn ciing bi€t chuyén dé6. C6 chuyén
gi ma c6 &y khong bié€t dau, vé nhirtng chuyén xay ra trong trwong cta co
Xy

“Liéu cd Emlyn s€ chiu néi vé chuyén nay chix?”

“Hodc cling c6 th€ khong, c6 the ¢c6 Emlyn thdy can phai trung thanh
v&i ban minh nén che gid'u cho ¢6 ay.”

“Oi, chdu lai khong nghi th&. N&u ¢ Ay nghi Elizabeth Whittaker d4u



4c ¢6 van dé that thi, ¥ chau 1a, ra't nhiéu hoc sinh & treong ¢6 nguy co bi
X0 roi.”

“Thé& con 6ng trg t& thi sao?” Desmond hao hirng la 1én. “Biét dau ong
Ay ciing bj khing khing, dng biét di'y, ma’y thtr tdi 161 nguyén thlly trong
Kinh thanh, ¢6 nwéc, b tdo, cdac thi - dd'y, gio’ chdu da nghi ra dwgc mot
gia thuy€t day! Gia sir 6ng nay hoi gan d&, song & day chwa lau. Chzatng ai
bi€t rd Ong &y la ngwoi theé nao. C6 the tro ROng tap 14p 10oe da khoi diy y
nghi trong d4u dng ta. Lira dia nguc! Va Itra bung 1én! Thé r'di, chic 12 dng
ta da 161 Joyce ra va n6i: ‘bDi theo ta, ta ¢c6 cdi nay cho con xem’, va roi dit
con bé dén phong choi tdo va ra Iénh ‘quy xudng’, 6ng ta s€ noi: ‘Day la
rira t0i’, va nhan dau con bé vo x6 nuwdoc. Tha'y chwa? Ta't ca déu khorp.
Adam va Eva va tdo va Itra dia nguc va dam choi R0ng tap va ding nwéc
d€ got rira toi 16i ctia con ngwoi.”

“C6 th€ 6ng ta con ‘bién thai’ khoe voi con bé trirde,” Nicholas thém
vao, hao hitng khong kém. “Y chdu 1a, th€ nio may chuyén nhw thé nay
cling c6 gi d6 y€u to tinh dyc lién quan.”

Ca hai lai nhin Poirot, rd't hai 1ong v&i nhirng gia thuy&t minh vwra dwa
ra.

“Cha,” Poirot déap, “nho cac ciu ma ta ¢6 thém vai diéu d€ nghi r'6i.”



CHUONG 16

Hercule Poirot nhin gwong mit ba Goodbody, vé la 1am. Qua 12 mot grong
mat 1y twdng cho vai phu thiy. Ngay ca tinh cdch hét sirc hoa nha dang
mén cha ba ciing khong da sirc xua tan di 4n twong tw vé ngoai 4y. Ba
Goodbody say swra thuat lai cho Poirot bang giong hao hirng.

“Véng, ding 1a tdi ¢c6 mét & d6. T6i luén dong vai phu thiy trong cac dip
18 tiéc trong ving. Nim ngodi muc sw con khen tdi, néi 12 t6i da nhap vai
qud xua't sic nén sé ting tdi mot chiéc nén gin chudng méi 1am qua. Nén
phu thdy ciing son cii nhe moi mén d'6 khac thoi. Phai, hdm tiéc Halowe'en
toi ciing c6 mit. Toi giip sdng tdc cdc bai than chi, 6ng biet day. Y toi 1a
bai than chd danh cho tirng c6 gdi mot, v&i tén thanh clia cic em dwoce nhéc
trong d6. Mot bai cho Beatrice, mdt bai cho Ann, cir thé€”. R'6i tdi dwa chiing
cho ngwoi gid giong linh hon va ho doc 1on cho ¢6 gdi cam gwong nghe, va
hai chang trai, Nicholas va Desmond bac thay, lam cho cac tim anh ghép
bay ra lo’ Itng. Lam t6i suyt chét ngd't vi ceoi, ma’y Tan 1ién. Nhin hai cdu
bé thay nhau dinh rau téc 1én mat va ty chup anh cho nhau. Va may b6 do
hai thing bé mic nita! Hom trudc t6i c6 tha’y cdu Desmond bac thiy &Y,
ong khong thé tin ndi ciu ta mic gi dau. Ao khodc hong va quan chén niu

vang. Ha do vén céc cd gai vé do thoi trang. Cac ¢6 nang chi bi€t dién may



cai vdy cang ngin cang t5t, ma th& vin chwa df, vi bén trong con phai mic
thém mé’y 1op ntra. Toi chgng hi€u sao ho lai thich dién may mén ma ho
goi 1a quan ta't voi do bo. Ngay xwa ching toi chi ding ching cho céc ¢6
bi€u dién hop xwdng - the’ ma gio cic cd gdi tré dd cd dong tién vao do.
Nhung cdc cdu thanh ni€n nay - cha cha, ho médc d6 dep ryc r& nhe maYy
chi chim cong va chim béi cd ay, hay 1a maYy loai chim dén tt thién duwong
vay. Oi trov, t6i thich nhitng thir ¢6 mau sic rec r& mot chiit. Xem maYy tim
hinh ¢& t6i cit nghi ngay xwa may dip 1& nhw th¢ nay chic phai vui 1dm.
Ong biét da’y, moi ngudi ai ciing mic do ren, udn téc, déi nén rdng vanh
gin 16ng vii c4c kiu. Cdc co nang by gio phdi xem d4y ma hoc hoi. R6i
con 4o bé tay bong di v&i quan chén. Biy gidr nhic d&n ngay xwa céc cd
chi nghi duwgrc dén vay bong bong bong that by, ma sau nay ho goi la vay
ph6ng, va deo thém cG do diém dang-ten t6 ong! Ba toi tirng k€ t6i nghe veé
cdc cd chu cua ba ay - ngay xwa ba toi 1a ngwoi gidp viée, 6ng biét da’y, cho
mot gia dinh tir t& thoi N hoang Victoria - va cac ¢d chu (hinh nhw t6i nhé
la tredre cd thoi Victoria co’) - 1a thoi tri vi clia vua gi d6 dau trong nhw qua
1& 4y - Billy Ngo' nghéch, ¢6 phai khong nhi, William Dé tr - diu sao thi
cdc ¢d chil, y 12 ¢d chii clia ba tdi, ho phai mic nhitng chigc vdy tring bang
vai muslin mdéng, dai xudng tdn mét cd chan, nhin kiéu dic hanh va rat
citng nhic. Nhung ho ¢6 cich 1a dem thA'm nudc nhitng chiéc vdy ay d€
vai dinh vao da. Ong biét dd’y, nhw vy vdy s& thanh xuyén thd'u, treng ra
dwoee ta't cd nhing gi bén trong. Thé 1a ho mdc d6 nhin cé vé nhu mi va
thity mi, nhung van c6 thé khién canh quy 6ng nhitc mat.”

“T6i dwa ba Drake mwon qua cau phu thiy cua téi cho bwra ti€c,” ba
Goodbody ti€p. “Mua qua cau &y to mdt phién chg ban d6 ci & dau do.

Tb6i dang treo n6 & ding kia, canh 6ng hiit khéi, 6ng tha’y khong? Mau xanh



dwong thAm ra't dep. Toi gitt n6 trén cira ra vao.”

“Ba xem boi duegc khong?”

“T6i khong the néi 1la khdong dwore, cé phai khong?” ba Goodbody bat
cuwoi. “Gidi canh sat thwong khong thich tro nay. Khdng phéi 1a ho khong
thich nhitng th i béi ra. Chang ¢6 gi ghé gém ca. O nhitng noi nhw the
nay, 6ng lubn biét ai dang yéu dwong qua lai v&i ai, nén viéc bai toan cling
khong khé 14m.”

“Ba c6 th& nhin vao qua ciu phil thiy cia ba, ding kia, d€ xem ai di giét
Joyce khong?”

“Ong ¢6 chiit nham 14n r'6i,” ba Goodbody néi. “Qua ciu pha 1& mé&i
dung d€ nhin ra moi tht, chir khong phai qua cau pht thiy. N&u t6i n6i 6ng
biét toi nghi ai ha st c6 bé, thi 6ng s& khong thich dau. Ong s& néi nhw vy
la trdi ty nhién. Nhwng thit ra ¢6 ra't nhi€u thir trén doi nay di nguoc lai tw
nhién.”

“Biét dau ba lai giip dworc gi d6.”

“Pay 1a mdt noi sinh song rat dé chiu, nhin chung la vay. Y to6i 1a, moi
ngwoi déu ti t&, da s6 1a vay, nhung du 6ng cé di dau chiang ntra thi quy die
ludn tra tron vao dwoc. Ching dworc sinh ra va nu6i day theo cach do.”

“Y bala... ta thudt?”

“Khong, khéng phai.” Ba Goodbody td vé khinh bi. “MA&Yy th ta thuit
toan 1a v& van cd, chi danh cho nhitng phu thiy thich an van khiing dién va
lam nhirng trd ngd ngan. Bay tro lam tinh t& thidn cac thit. Khong, y t6i 1a
nhirng ngwoi da bi quy d nhip vao. Nhirng ké sinh ra da xau xa. Ching
giong nhue mdén d6 cua Lucifer* vady. Sinh ra da tan 4c nén giét chéc voi
ching chgng cé gi la ghé gom, nhat 1a khi chding cé th€ ki€m lgi tw do.

Chiing mudn gi thi s& phai c6 bang dwge. Va d€ gianh dwoe diéu dé, chiing
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san sang xudng tay khong thwong x6t. DU bé ngoai mang vé dep clia thién
than. C6 Tan mot cd bé, chirng by tudi, da ra tay gi€t chét em trai va em
gai minh. Hai dra sinh d6i, m&i chi nam sau thang tudi. Bop chét hai dira
bé ngay trong noi1.”

“Chuyén nhw vay da xay ra & Woodleigh Common r'6i sao?”

“Khong, khéng c6, khong phdi & Woodleigh Common. Toi ting gap
chuyén nhw vy khi con & trén x Yorkshire, n€u t6i nh¢ khong nhdm. Mot
vu 4n khiing khiép. Co bé 4y ciing rat xinh x4n. Ong c6 th€ gin cho né ddi
canh tring va cho 1én san khau hdt ming Gidng sinh, cd bé trong sé rat hop
vai thién than &y. Nhung thyc t€ lai trdi ngwoc. Tam dia bén trong nd da
muc nat roi. Ong s& hi€u ¥ t6i mudn néi gi. Ong ciing 13 ngwdi ting trai.
Ong biét 15 the gidi ngoai kia xau xa nhw thé nao ma.”

“Qi troi!” Poirot néi. “Ba néi khong sai. Pung 12 t6i hi€u qué 6. N&u
Joyce qua that da ching ki€n hanh vi gi€t ngwoi...”

“Ai néi cd bé nhin tha'y?” ba Goodbody hdi.

“Chinh Joyce né1 vay.”

“Vay thi chéng ddng tin. Con bé Ay rat hay néi d&i.” Ba liéc Poirot séic
12m. “Ong ciing dau c6 tin diéu dé, ding khong?”

“C6 chwr,” Poirot dap, “t6i c6 tin. C6 qua nhiéu ngwoi da néi nhw ba,
ring to6i khong nén tin 16 c6 bé.”

“Cdc gia dinh hay ndy sinh nhitng chuyén ky la,” ba Goodbody néi. “Ct
nhin nha Reynolds ma xem. Ong Reynolds 1am vé nha dat. Chua bao gio
lam nén trd trong gi bing nghé d6, va chic chén 13 s& khong bao gid lam
dwge. Con ba Reynolds, lic nao ciing lo 1dng budn rau vi may chuyén
khong dau. Ba dira con nha &y khdng ai gidng cha me ca. Ann la dia cé

dau 6¢ thong minh. Co bé hoc hanh & trwong ra't gidi. Thé nao nd ciing s€



hoc d&n dai hoc cho xem, tdi cling khdng ngac nhién, cé the’ 1a hoc sw pham
lam gido vién. Ma ong ct d€ y s€ thd’y, con bé A’y khd 1a ty phu. D&n ndi
chaalng ai chiu noi nod. Ch.’fmg cau thanh ni€n nao them nhin ng6 né dén lan
thtr hai ca. R6i dén Joyce, khong thong minh dwoc nhw Ann, cling khong
bang ca ciu em Leopold, nhung lai thich td vé ta ddy. Liic ndo cling mudn
ra cai diéu hi€u biét hon ngwoi va lam dwoe nhirng viéc ngwoi khac khong
lam dworc, sin sang néi moi chuyén d& ngwoi khdc phdi ngdi xudng va
nghe n6 néi. Nhwng 6ng chd tin con bé du chi mot loi. Vi muwoi Ién thi dén
chin 1a n6i d6i.”

“Vay con cau em ut?”

“Leopold sao? A, thing bé mé&i chi chin mwdi tudi thi phai, nhung né
cling kha sang lang. Tay chan cling khéo 1éo ntra. N6 thich may mo nhtrng
mon nhw vit 1y, cling gidi mon todn. Cac gido vién & treong da kha ngac
nhién vé kha ning ctia Leopold. Phai, thing bé ra't thong minh. Lén 1én nd
s€ thanh nha khoa hoc cho ma xem. Ma ndéi ra, n€u né lam nha khoa hoc
thét, thi to6i dodn nhirng thr n6 nghién ctru hodc ché tao ra h&n s& 1a toan
nhirng thr khiing khiép, c& bom nguyén t ay! Leopold thudc ki€u nguoi
thich tim toi nghién ctru, va ddu 6¢ qua thdng minh d&€n mirc ¢6 thé nghi ra
nhirng thr hily diét dwore mot niva thé” gidi nay, trong d6 ¢6 ca nhirtng con
ngudi tdi nghiép ching ta nita. Ong hdy xem chirng thang bé Leopold a'y.
N6 thich choi ti€l x40 v&i moi ngwdi, va hay nghe 16m 14m. Thich b&i méc
bi mat cia ngwoi khac. T6i hét sirc t0 mO mudn biét tién ti€u vit cta né la
tr ddu ra. Chic chin khong phai ttr cha me thang bé r'oi. Ho dau c¢6 dw da
ma cho né nhiéu vay. Theé" ma lic nao né ciing cé nhi€u tién trong tdi. Gidu
dwdi may d6i ta't d€ trong ngin td. Thang bé hay mua sim nhiéu thir nira.

Toan nhitng d'6 dit tién. Chd tién &y nd 14y tit dau ra dwoe nhi? Tdi rat to



mo. Tdi dodn 12 né phét hién ra bi mat ctia ngwdi khac roi bit ho dua tién
de'né im lang.”

Ba Goodbody ngwng lai 13y hoi sau mdt trang k€'1€, r'oi tié€p tuc:

“Cha, to1 nghi minh da khong giup gi cho 6ng dworc roi.”

“Ba gilp toi rat nhiéu,” Poirot dap. “Chuyén gi da xay ra v&i c¢O gai
ngoai qud’c bi moi nguoi d6n 1a da bd tron?”

“Chéc 12 khong di dwoc xa, theo toi 12 vay. Chudng vang dinh doong,

chii méo roi xudng giéng mat roi.* To1 nghi the'.”
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CHUONG 17

“Xin 10i ba, khong biét tdi ¢4 thé xin mot phit néi chuyén véi ba?”

Ba Oliver dang ding trén hién nha ban, mit ngéng ra ngoai duong. Ba
dang cho Hercule Poirot dén - 6ng da goi dién thoai nhin s& ghé qua gip ba
choc lat. Nghe ti€ng nguwoi hoi, ba Oliver quay lai.

Mot phu nir &n van gon gang dirng gan d6 vé lo 1dng, hai ban tay ba deo
ging vai bong, dan xodn chit vao nhau.

“Vang?” ba Oliver dap, am diéu hoi cao thanh mot cau hai.

“Toi xin 10i vi 1am phién, rdt xin 16i, thwa ba, nhung tdi nghi - toi ct
nghi...”

Ba Oliver kién nhin 1dng nghe, khong c6 y thic giuc, trong du ba tir hdi
khong biét diéu gi da khién ngudi phu nit nay lo 1ing d&n vay.

“T6i khong nhdm thi ba chinh la nha van viét ti€u thuyét, cé phai
khong? Cac truyén vé an mang va tdi pham, ki€u nhw vay.”

“Diing vay,” ba Oliver ddp, “la t6i day.” Sw to0 mo trdi diy. Ngwoi phu
ntr nay lai d€n hoéi xin chw ky ctia ba? Hay dwa ra mot tA'm hinh r'6i xin ba
ky 1én? Ai ma bi€t dwoe. Dén ca nhirng chuyén khong ngo t&i nhat ciing
da xay ra roi.

“T6i ¢6 chuyén nay, t6i nghi néi v&i ba thi tot hon ca.”



“Ba ng6i xuong di,” ba Oliver noi.

Chi nhin thdi ba ciing doan dwoc Ba Gi-d6 nay, tay ba 4y deo nhin cudi,
nén c6 the goi 1a ba - thudc ki€u ngwei phai néi vong vo mét lic méi di vao
ciu chuyén dwoc. Nguoi phu nit ngdi xudng, doi tay deo ging van xodn
mi€t.

“Ba c6 chuyén gi bat an sao?” ba Oliver ging hdi, c& ging hét sitc d€
vao thealng vao cau chuyén.

“T6i... toi mudn xin loii khuyén, va toi thé 1a toi néi that. Cach day ciing
khd 1au r6i c6 xay ra mot chuyén, va lic d6 tdi khong nghi ngoi nhiéu 1dm.
Nhwng ba cling biét da’y, c6 nhirng chuyén ma khi ng'di nghi lai, ba chi wéc
gid c6 ai d6 d€ minh dén xin loi khuyén.”

“Toi hi€u roi,” ba Oliver dap, du van chwa thye sy hi€u gi, chi hy vong
clu noi d6 s€ givp truyén chiit ty tin cho ngwoi do'i dién.

“Chirng ki€n nhirng chuyén xady ra gén day, ba md&i bi€t 1a ¢6 nhieng thir
khong th€ lwong hét dwgrc, ding khong?”

“Y bala...”

“To1 dang néi vé bura tieéc Hallowéen. Y t6i 12, nhor d6 ma ba biét dworc
& day c6 nhirng nguwoi khong dang tin cdy, phai khong? Nho d6 ba mdi
nhan ra nhitng chuyén treée day héa ra khéng nhw ba twdng twong. Y t6i
1a, c6 nhi€u chuyén c6 th€ khong gidng nhw ba nghi vé nd, n€u ba hicu toi
dang noi gi.”

“Vang?” ba Oliver dap, 1én giong rd hon & cudi am d€ cho nguoi doi
dién hi€u day 1a mét cau hdi goi mé. “T6i chwa bié€t tén cda ba,” ba ndi
thém.

“Leaman. Ba Leaman. T6i thwong lam cong viéc don dep cho cac ba



trong vung. T6i di lam sau khi chdong t6i mat, tirc 1a ndm nam tredc. T6i
trng lam gitdp viéc cho ba Llewellyn-Smythe & trén biét thy Mo Da, truedc
khi 6ng dai td Weston va vo' chuyén dén. T6i khong ro trede diy ba cé
quen bi€t ba Llewellyn-Smythe hay khong.”

“Khong,” ba Oliver dap, “t6i chwa ting gap ba &y. DPay la Tan dau tién
to1 d&€n Woodleigh Common nay.”

“T6i hiéu roi. VAy thi chic ba ciing khdng hiél nhitng chuyén da x4y ra,
va ca nhtrng 1oi don khi d6 ntra.”

“T6i c¢6 nghe dwgre mdt vai chuyén tir khi xudng day choi,” ba Oliver
dap.

“Ba bi€t daYy, to1 chgng bi€t gi vé luat cd, nén n€u gdp chuyén gi dinh
dén phép ludt thi t6i lo 18m. Y t6i mudn néi dén céc luat sw. Ho ctt 1am moi
th rdi tung 1€n, ma t6i lai khéng mudn di trinh canh sat. May chuyén tranh
chap phép 1y dau c6 lién quan dén cdnh sat, c6 ding khong?”

“C6 the’'1a khong,” ba Oliver than trong dap.

“C6 th€ 1a ba c6 nghe moi nguoi lic d6 néi vé tor sung - t6i khong biét
nwra, ho goi d6 1a sung gi d6.”

“To bo sung di chiic?” ba Oliver goi y.

“Piing r6i, phai. Y toi 1 t& &y d&y. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe &y, c6 viét
mot to’ sung... bo sung di chiic, 1a ba &y d€ lai toan bd s6 tién cho cd gai
ngoai qudc chidm séc ba &y tredc khi chét. Ai cling ngac nhién cd, vi ba
chi con ¢6 ho hang & diy, va diu sao ban d4u ba Ay chuyén dén diy ciing
1a d€ dwoc song gan ho. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe nhiét tinh v&i ho hang 14m,
nhd't 1a ba Drake. Nén moi nguoi ai cling 18y lam la, that ddy. Va réi cac
luat su, ho bit dau 1én tiéng. Ho néi ba Llewellyn-Smythe that ra khong hé

Vi€t to bo sung Ay. Rang chinh cd gdi nwde ngoai kia da viét no, d€' cd ta ¢



the€ chi€m dwoc toan bo gia san. R'6i ho ndi ho sé dwa chuyén nay ra toa.
Ring ba Drake s& dd'u cat lai to di chiic - hinh nhw ho dung tir d6.”

“Céc luat sw s€ dau tranh cho to di chic gdc. Phai, hinh nhw tdi c6
nghe.” Ba Oliver noi, ¢6 dong vién ba Leaman no1 ti€p. “Va hinh nhu ba
bi€t chuyén gi d6?”

“T6i khong dinh lam hai ai cd,” ba Leaman rén ri dap.

Giong diéu than thé nay ba Oliver da nghe trong qua khir nhiéu T'dn. Ba
c6 cam giac ba Leaman nay khong phai la ngwoi dang tin, tham chi ¢6 1€
con thich rinh md chuyén ngudi khdc, hay nghe 1én qua cdnh ctra ching
han.

“Luc do toi chfmg dam Ién ti€ng,” ba Leaman ti€p, “vi ba bi€t da’y, khi
4y t6i dau c6 hi€u gi. Nhuwng t6i ¢6 cam thd’y chuyén nay hoi ky la, va voi
nhirng ngwoi hi€u chuyén nhw ba, t6i ciing xin thu thyc 1a t6i cling to mo
mudn biét sy that 1a gi. DAu sao tdi da 1am viéc cho ba Llewellyn-Smythe
dwoc mot thoi gian, va toi mudn bi€t chuyén gi dang xay ra trong nha.”

“Hin r'oi,” ba Oliver ddp.

“Né&u khi 8y tdi bi€t minh m&i lam mét chuyén khong nén thi, ta't nhién,
toi s€ dirng ra thi nhan hét véi moi nguoi. Nhwng tdi khong nghi minh 1am
gl sai, ba bi€t da’y. Lic &%y, thi khong,” ba n6i thém.

“O, phai,” ba Oliver d4p, “tdi hi€u ma. Ba néi tiép di. Ve t& di chiic bd
sung ay.”

“A, phéi, 12 th&' ndy, c6 mot hom ba Llewellyn-Smythe goi chiing toi
vao, cd ngay hom 4%y ba chd da tha’y khong duwoc khoe 1dm. C6 toi, va cau
Jim tré tudi phu viéc dudi veeon, cdu Ay hay gitdp bé than cii vao nha, may
viéc vit nhr vay. Va ching t6i vao phong ba chu, thd’y ba d€ gid’y to’ trén

ban tred’c mat. Va ba &y quay sang c¢O gdi ngoai quic - ching t6i déu goi



cd &y la ¢6 Olga - bado: ‘Co gdi yéu quy, chdu phai ra ngoai roi, vi riéng
chuyén nay chiu khong tham gia dwoc’, hay dai ¥ la nhw vay. The la co
Olga di ra ngoai, va ba Llewellyn-Smythe bdo ching t6i ti€n lai gan va noi:
‘Pay la to di chidc cia ta, ddy’. Ba &y lam lem chiit myc & phén trén cua to
gid'y nhung phia dwdi chit viét nhin vin con rd rang. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe
néi: ‘Biy gio ta viét thém vai dong vao to gid'y nay, va ta mudn hai nguoi
lam chitng cho nhitng diéu ta viét va tdn mét tha'y ta ky & bén dudi’. The
roi ba Ay bit dau viét. Bang ciy viét cio gid’y sot soat ma ba 4y van ding
hang ngay, ba Llewellyn-Smythe khong chiu doi sang ma’y cay bt Biros
hay gi d6 d€ viét cho ém hon. Ba viét thém khoang hai ba dong va ky tén
minh & dwdi, sau d6 quay sang tdi néi: ‘Gio thi ba Leaman, ba ghi tén ba
vao day. Ghi tén va dia chi’. R0i néi ti€p v&i Jim: ‘Va gio ciu viét tén cdu
& bén dudi d6, va dia chi nira. Thé". Pung roi. Gio’ thi hai ngeoi da chirng
ki€n t6i viét thém nhirng dong nay va da nhin thdy chtr ky cuta t6i, va da
ghi t€n ca hai vao day d€ xac nhan’. Va roi ba &y ndi: ‘Vay la xong roi.
Cam on ra't nhiéu’. Sau d6 chuing t6i ra khdi phong. Thi that, khi dé c6 mot
chuyén ma ban d4u t6i khong d€ tam 1dm dii ¢6 thic mic mot chiit. Chinh 1a
ldc t6i quay dédu ra khdéi phong. Ba biét dd’y, canh cira khi déng thwong
khong chot ngay dwoc, ma nguoi ta phai kéo manh né mét chiit, d€ nghe
chot ctra kéu cdch mot ti€ng. VAay nén khi t6i dang kéo ctra - t6i khong dinh
nhin 1én dau, ba hi€u ma...”

“T6i hiéu,” ba Oliver dap, khong chic chén 14m.

“Va toi di nhin thdy ba Llewellyn-Smythe ¢ ging ding diy - ba Ay
méc chitng viém khép nén ct dong hay bi dau - r'oi di d&n ké sdch, 16i ra
mot cudn sdach va kep to’ gid'y ba &y mai ky - ba chd ¢é nhét nd vao mot cai

phong bi - vao d6. B6 1a mdt cudn sach dai & ngan dwdi cung. R6i ba &y



dat né lai vao ké. Sau d6 t6i khong nghi dé€n chuyén nay ntra. Khong, toi
khong nghi gi thiat. Nhwng sau ta't cd nhirng chuyén om soOm vura r'oi, thi, ta't
nhién t6i cam thdy... It ra, tdi...” P&n dy ba bdng im bit.

Bing tryc gidc nhanh nhay, ba Oliver 14p tirc higu y, hdi tiép:

“Nhung chic 1a ba da khong doi dén lic d6 méi...”

“Thi, ti ciing Xin ndi that véi ba. Pung 1a tdi c6 hoi to mo. Y t6i 14, néi
cho cling, ba cling s€ mudn bié€t ba vira m&i ky vao cdi gi, ndi dung la gi,
phai khong? Ciing 1a ban nang con nguwoi théi.”

“Phai,” ba Oliver td y dong tinh, “chi 1a ban ning ma thdi.” Ba tham
nghi, ro rang tinh t0 mo chi€m phén Ion “ban nang” con ngwoi ba Leaman.

“Vay nén, xin thd that 1a vao ngay hom sau, khi ba Llewellyn-Smythe di
Medchester va t6i vao don giwong cho ba &y nhw moi khi - ba &y ¢6 mot
can phong vwra d€ ngu vwa dung ti€p khach, vi ba Llewellyn-Smythe
thwong xuyén phai nghi ngoi. Va t6i chot nghi: ‘Du la ai chdng ntra, néu
phai ky vao mot to gidy, c¢6 18 ciing cin phai biét nodi dung 1 gi’. Y t6i 1a
ngwoi ta hay dan nhau khi ky to' mua ban gi d6, minh can phai doc k¥ tirng
chtr mot ho in 1én d6.”

“Hodc la chir viét tay, trong treong hop nay,” ba Oliver thém vao.

“Th& nén to61 da nghi, thi, cling chéng hai ai - t6i cling ddu c6 trom cip
hay 18y di cdi gi. Y t6i 12 tdi dd ding ra ky tén vao d6, chic tdi ciing nén
biét ndi dung minh da ky 1a gi. VAy nén toi da tim so’ qua ké sich. Ping
nao nd cling can dwgc phui bui. Va tdi da tim dwoc cuén sach do, & ké
dwdi cung. D6 1a mdt cudn sach cii, ki€u tw thoi N hoang Victoria. Toi
tha’y phong bi thw ¢6 kep mot to gid'y gap lai bén trong do, twra dé€ sach ghi
la Lo gidi cho moi diéu*. Va tea d6 c6 vé hop, n€u ba hi€u y t6i néi.”

“Vang,” ba Oliver ndi. “Ro rang ra't hop. Va sau d6 ba 18y to gidy bén
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trong ra xem.”

“Pung vay, thwa ba. Va t6i khong bi€t minh c6 lam sai hay khdng ntra.
Nhwng diu sao, thi toi ciing d tim tha’y to& gidy. D6 1a mot t& ching thw. O
trang cudi cé vai dong ba Ay viét tay budi sang hom dé bang cdy biit cao
gid’y hay dung. Binh thwdong chir ba 4y nhon hoit rat khé nhin, nhung ma'y
dong nay du rd d€'toi doc dworc.”

“Va trén d6 vi€t gi?” ba Oliver ciing to mo theo ba Leaman.

“Thi, trén d6 viét, theo nhw t6i nh¢ thi... tdi khong nhé dwoe chinh xac
ting tr mot, nhung 13 gi d6 lién quan d&n mot t& di chic bd sung, va rang
sau ta't cd tai san k& thwra ba &y liét ké trong ban di chiic chinh, ba &y d€ lai
toan bo gia tai cho Olga, t6i khong chéc tén 16t ¢d ta 12 gi, bit d4u bing chix
S. La Semioff, hay dai loai vay - d€ ghi nhan long t6t va sw tan tuy cta cd
&y trong thoi gian ba &y bi bénh. Va sau d6 dén chir ky ctia ba &Yy, va c6 toi
ky vao d6 va cudi cung 1a Jim. Xong toi dit to' gid'y vao lai chd cii, vi
khong mudn ba Llewellyn-Smythe bi€t tdi toc mach d6 dac ctua ba .

“Nhung roi nghi lai, t6i thd'y chuyén nay that hét sirc ngac nhién. R6i
toi lai tha'y mirng thay cho cd ngoai qudc Ay sip duworc s& tién khong 16, vi
ai cling bié€t ba Llewellyn-Smythe giau ¢6 ¢& nao. Ch'dong ba &y tirng lam
dong tau va d€ lai mot gia tai khong 6. R'6i t6i lai nghi, that ding la, c6
nhiéu ngwdi may méan hét cd phan nguoi khac. Thi thuce, t6i khong wa cd
Olga 4%y 14m. C6 ta d6i khi hoi ma manh va hay céu ban. Nhung cling phai
thtra nhan cd Olga ludn rat tdn tdim va nhe nhang cham séc cho ba ldo. C6
ta bi€t lo cho than minh, cling dwoc, va con s6ng khde nho vay nira. Toi lai
nghi, cha, ba ldo d¢€ lai t't ca chd tién &y cho ngwoi dung, khong phai cho
con chdu trong gia dinh minh. R'6i t6i dodn, c6 1€ 1a ba chu xich mich gi d6

voi ho va bi€t dau sé som ngudi ngoai lam hoa, nén c6 th€ cudi cuing ba ay



s€ xé ban md&i nay di va viét mot di chic khéc, hodc b6 sung thém ban
khéc. DAu sao thi, cir biét thé da, sau dé toi cit cudn sach veé ké&, dan dan
cling ching nhé d&n né nira.

“Nhung r'6i moi chuyén vEé ban di chiic ‘dm T 1én, va ¢6 nguoi ndi 1a nd
da bi lam gid va khong doi nao ba Llewellyn-Smythe ty vi€ét ban bd sung
dy - dd’y 1a moi ngwoi ndi vay, ba nho cho, néi 1a hoan toan khong phai ba
ldo viét, ma la ngwoi khac...”

“T6i hieu roi,” ba Oliver dap. “Va sau d6, ba da lam gi?”

“T6i ching lam gi cd. Th& nén gid t6i m&i thay bat an... Ngay lic day
thi t6i chua hi€u ra chuyén. Dé&n khi tdi bat ¢au ngdm nghi lai mot chiit, toi
lai khong chic minh c6 th€ 1am gi dwoee, r'oi t6i lai nghi, 6i dao, nguoi ta
chi doa miéng nhw viy, vi cidc Oong luat sw dang muén chdng lai ¢6 ngoai
qudc 4%y, ho lic nao chéng the’. T6i ciing khong quy co ta 1dm, thid that. Du
sao di ntra, ban bo sung da dwoc cong bd, va cd gdi tré da dwoe ha hé, 1én
mit, dwong dwong t dic, va tdi nghi, cha, biét dau lai c6 van dé luat phap
gi d6 & diy that, va ho s€ tuyén bd c6 ta khong dwgc nhan chd tién Ay vi
khong phai quan hé rudt thit v&i ba 1d0. R6i moi chuyén s€ lai dau vao day.
Va vé sau ding 1a nhw vay that, & mirc d6 nao d6, nhw ba biét da’y, ho da tw
bd y dinh khdi kién. Vu viéc khdng ra dén toa va cd Olga da phai bo trdn,
vé lai x6 xinh ndo d6 & chau Au, chdn xua't than cta co ta. Héa ra co Olga
hinh nhw da diing trd bip bom nao d6. C6 the da de doa ba 140 va bit ba &y
vi€t. Chuyén dé6 c6 ai ngo, phai khong? T6i c¢6 dira chdu dang hoc lam bac
s, n6 néi ngudi ta ¢ the 1am nhiéu chuyén ngoai sitc twdng twong bang
thuat thdi mi€n. Nén tdi nghi ¢ the€ cd gai d6 da théi mién ba Llewellyn-
Smythe.”

“Chuyén xay ra dwoee bao l1au roi?”



“Ba Llewellyn-Smythe dd ma't dwoc khoang... d€ tdoi xem nao, gan hai
nam roi.”

“Va lic &y ba khong thdy c6 gi khong 6n sao?”

“Khong, t6i khdng nghi ngoi nhiéu 1dm. Liic d6 thi khong. Vi ba hay
hi€u 1a ngay khi 2y t6i khong nghi nhirng gi tdi thd’y lai quan trong. Moi
chuyén d€u c6 vé on thda, khong c6 kha nang cd Olga c6 the’ 6m tron s§ tai
san d6, nén t6i khong thad’y minh cé can hé gi d€n chuyén nay.”

“Nhung gio’ ba lai nghi khac?"

“La vi vu gié€t nguoi khing khi€p kia - ¢6 bé bi dim ddu vao x6 nuwoc.
N6 c6 néi vé mdt vu 4n mang nao do, 1a né da nhin thd’y gi d6 hodc bi€t gi
d6. Vay nén td6i m&i nghi, biét dau cd Olga d6 da xudng tay gi€t ba lao that
vi 0 ta biét toan bd s& tién sap vé tay minh. R'6i cudi cling vi qud lo so khi
tha'y moi chuyén bi lam "am 1 Ién, con c6 canh sat va ludt sw tham gia vao,
nén co ta da bd trén. Vay la tdi méi nghi, c6 1€ t6i nén ndi chuyén voi ai
do, va toi th’y ba quen bi€t nhi€u, 1o° dau ba c¢6 ban be trong cdc co’ quan
phép luat. Ban bé 1am canh sat cheamg han, va ba c6 th€ gidi thich v&i ho
rang khi d6 toi chi phui bui ké sach thoi, va to di chiic 4y dwoc kep viao mot
cudn sach va to1 da dit nd lai vao ké&. Toi khong hé 18y n6 di hay lam gi
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ca.

“Nhung c6 ding 1a chuyén xdy ra nhw loi ba k€? Ba da nhin thdy ba
Llewellyn-Smythe viét phan bo sung &y vao di chic ctia ba ay. Ba chirng
ki€n ba ldo ty ky t€n minh, ba ciing ky va cd anh Jim nao dé ntra cling
chirng ki€n va ky tén minh vao. Ping nhw vay, phai khong?”

“Piing th&".”

“Vay la n€u cd hai ngwoi cung chirng ki€n ba Llewellyn-Smythe viét

thém va ky vao d6, thi chit ky Ay khong thé 1a gia duwoc, phai khong? Neu



ding la ba &y ty vi€t ban bo sung 8y.”

“T6i da nhin thdy ba chu viét vao to gid'y, nhitng loi téi n6éi déu hoan
toan la sy that. Va Jim cling s€ ndi nhw vay, n€u cdu &y khong chuyén sang
Australia s6ng. C4u &y di tv hon m6t nam trude, téi cling khong biét dia
chi hay lién hé gi ca. N6i cho cung, cdu dy cling khdng phai ngwoi & day.”

“Vay ba mudn t61 lam gi?”

“Thi, tdi hy vong ba cé the cho tdi bi€t minh cé the’ lam gi, hodc néi gi
lic nay. Ciing xin néi ludn la da chaalng c6 ai hai t6i gi ca. Khong mdt ai hoi
toi liéu toi co bi€t gi vE ban di chiic hay khong.”

“Tén cta ba la Leaman. Vay tén thanh cta ba?”

“Harriet.”

“Harriet Leaman. Con Jim, ho cua cau ay la gi?”

“Cha, la gi nhi? Jenkins. Ping r'6i. James Jenkins. Toi s€ ra't bi€t on n€u
ba c6 th€ gitp toi, vi chuyén niy ma toi lo 1ing d&n ma't &n mat nga. Bao
nhiéu chuyén ric r&i tir &6 ndy sinh, va néu ding c6 Olga d6 da 1am chuyén
dy, y toi la gi€t ba Llewellyn-Smythe, va cd bé Joyce chirng kién thi... Co
ta d@ mung quynh 1€n ldc biét chuyén, y t6i 1la cd Olga &'y, khi nghe luat sw
thong bdo cd ta sip dwoc mdt khoan k&ch xii. Nhung gi6 lai ddi chiéu khi
canh st dén va tra hoi, th& roi bdng dwng cd ta bi€n di ddu ma't. Hoi d6
chealng ai hdi gi téi ca. Nhung gior toi cit thic méc liéu h'di d6 tdi cé nén 1én
tieng khong.”

“T6i nghi,” ba Oliver dép, “c6 1€ ba phai n6i chuyén nay voi vi ludt sw
dai dién cho ba Llewellyn-Smythe. Tdi chic chin 1a mot luat sw ti t& thi s&
ludn thau hi€u cam xtc va ly do cho hanh ddng ctia ba.”

“That ra thi, tdi mong n&u ba dirng ra ndi gitp t6i va k€ lai cho ho nghe



d4u dudi sy tinh, vi ba cling 12 mdt quy ba hiu chuyén, v ring t6i khong
hé c6 ¥ 1am gi bt chinh & ddy ca. Y toi 14, tdi chi...”

“Ba chi khong 1én ti€ng ma tho6i,” ba Oliver néi. “Co vé 1a mot loi giai
thich hop 1y.”

“Va néu ¢6 ba néi do gidp t6i mot ti€ng trwede, ba biét ddy, giai thich
cho ho hi€lu, thi t6i s€ hét long bi€t on.”

“T6i s€ lam nhirng gi c6 the,” ba Oliver dap.

Ba dwa mét nhin vé phia con dwdng nhd trong vwon, chot nhan ra mot
bong ngwoi nhd mac y phuc gon gang dang ti€n dén gén.

“Vay thi, cAm on ba rat nhiéu. Téi dd nghe moi ngwoi ndéi ba 1la mot
nguoi tir t&, toi chic chin sé khong quén on sy gidp do cia ba.”

Ba Leaman dirng ddy, chinh lai d6i giing tay ba da cudn xodn trong liic lo
lang, kh& git dAu va nhiin nhe ngudi tam biét va ra veé.

Ba Oliver ng6i lai doii Poirot.



CHUONG 18

“P&n day ndo,” ba ndi, “va hay ngdi xudng day. Ong gip chuyén gi sao?
Nét mat Ong ra't t¢.”

“Chan t6i dang dau kinh khing,” Hercule Poirot dap.

“La do do6i giay da bong 1on ctiia 6ng da’y, chat nhw thé€” co ma,” ba
Oliver noi. “Ngdi xuong day. Noi to1 nghe 6ng can gap toi c6 chuyén gi,
roi toi s€ k€ cho 6ng nghe chuyén nay, 6ng s€ ngac nhién cho ma xem!”

Poirot ng 61 xuéng, gian czamg chan cho thodi méi: “A, d& hon r6i.”

“Cdai giay ra di,” ba Oliver néi, “cho ban chan 6ng nghi ngoi mot chit.”

“Khong, khong,” Poirot gidt minh, vé hoang hot. “T6i khong lam thé
dwoc.”

“QOi cha, ching ta 12 ban bao nim nay ma 6ng con ngai,” ba Oliver noi,
“con Judith né€u c6 ra ngoai nay ciing khong d€ y dau. Ma, dueng phién néu
t01 noi theamg, nhung vé mién qué ong khong nén di giay da bong nhw the’
ndy. Sao 6ng khdng sim mot doi da 1on tir t& d& di cho thodi m4di? Hay la
loai ma cdc cdu thanh nién hippy bay gio hay dién ay? Ong biét day, loai
giay ma chi ¢an x4 vao, va khong bao gio’ phai lau, hinh nhw la chdng tw
lam sach bang c4ch ky diéu ndo d6. Theo may meo viit ti€t kiém cong sirc

nguwoi ta hay néi 8y.”



“To6i khong bao gior theém d& mét t&i loai giay d6,” Poirot nhAn manh.
“Chéc chéin 1a khong!”

“Van dé cta 6ng 13,” ba Oliver néi, tay bit ddu mé géi hang trén ban, cé
vé nhr moi mua vé, “van dé chta dng la 6ng cir nhat dinh phai trong that
hao nhodng, 6ng quan tdm d&n y phuc va b ria va nhitng thir bén ngoai
hon 1a cam gidc thoadi mai. By gio thi sy thodi mai m&i quan trong. Mot
khi 6ng da qua tudi, vi du nhw nam mwoi chealng han, thi cam gidc thodi mai
la trén hét.”

“Ma-dam thdan mén, tdi khong chic c6 dong tinh dwoc véi ba khong
nwa.”

“Thé& thi dng nén d6ng tinh,” ba Oliver ddp. “Bing khong 6ng s& con
phai khd' s& nhiéu, cir ndm sau s€ lai thdy kinh khiing hon nam trwede.”

Ba Oliver 13y ti trong g6i hang ra mot chiéc hop boc rat dep. Nhac nip
hdp 1én, ba nhén mdt mi€ng nhd trong hdp va cho vao mié€ng. Poan ba can
than li€m dau ngoén tay, va lau lai vao khdn mui xoa, mi€ng Tam bam:
“Dinh that.”

“Ba khdng an tdo ntra sao? Trwdre ddy toéi gip ba lic nao cling dang édn
mot qua tdo, hodc c6 tui tdo trong tay, thinh thoang tii dé bi rach va téo lan
xudng dwong ntra co.”

“T6i da néi dng r'oi,” ba Oliver dap, “t6i da ndi la tdi khong bao gio
mudn nhin thdy mdt qua tdo nao ntra. Khong. Téi cam ghét ching. C6 the
mot ngay nao do6 t6i s€ qua con ghét tdo nay va an tdo tré lai, nhung gio
thi, t6i khong mudn dé€n géan thir qua &y ntra.”

“Vay gio ba chuyén sang dn gi vay?” Poirot mé& nip hop mau me cé
trang tri hinh cdy co. “Cha 1a Tunis,” dng doc to. “A! Gio 1a cha 13.”

“DPung vay,” ba Oliver n6i. “Cha la.”



Ba nhén thém mdt qua cho vao miéng, nha hat ra va ném vao bui cay,
miéng van nhai nhép nhép.

“Cha la,” Poirot né6i. “That ky la.”

“An cha la c6 gi ky 1a? Nguoi ta van dn da’y thoi.”

“Khong, khong, y tdi khong phai la vay. Khong phai la dn. Ma that ky la
khi ba lai n6i v&i toi tir &y - cha 1a, tiee 1a ngay thang.”*

“Tai sao0?” ba Oliver hoi.

“Béi vi, da rat nhiéu an ba goi y tdi.. ., ti€ng Anh goi la gi nhi, chemin
ma tdi nén lan theo, hodc 1€ ra tdi da nén di theo. Ba goii ¥ hwong ma t6i
nén tim hi€u. Ngay thang. T6i da khong hé d€ y dén ngay thang cho dén
khi ba nhéc.”

“T6i chwa hi€u ngay thing thi c6 vai trd gi v&i nhitng chuyén dién ra &
day. Y toi 13, thoi gian ching ¢6 can hé gi & ddy ca. Chuyén m&i xdy ra
cach day c6 nam ngay.”

“Chinh xac la sy viéc xay ra cach day bon ngay. Pung vay. Nhung
chuyén gi cling c¢6 qua khir ctia n6. M6t qua khir ma dén thoi di€m nay ludén
gin 1ién v&i hién tai, chi 12 né ton tai vio ngay hom qua, hoic thang trudec,
hoic nim ngodi. Hién tai gan nhu lic ndo ciling bét ré& tir qua kht. Mot nim,
hai ndm, thdm chi ¢6 the ba ndm tredc, mot vu an mang da xay ra. Mot dira
tré da ching ki€n canh twong ay. B&i vi dira tré da nhin cadnh giét ngwoi 8y
vao mot ngay nao dé trong qua khir, nén bon ngay trede cd bé phai chét.
Khong phai sao?”

“Vang. Pung 1a vay. It nhat thi toi nghi 1a vay. Hoic ciing c6 the si that
lai khac, c6 thé chi 1a mot tén dién khiung, than kinh khéng 6n dinh nao dé
thich gi&t chéc, va v&i hin nghich nudre tire 12 nha'n dau ngudi khic xudng

va dim cho thét 1au. C6 th€ coi d6 1a cach mua vui ctia mot ké t6i pham tam
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thdn nao d6 & cac bura tiéc.”

“Ban dau ba dau c6 tin nhw vy khi tim dén nha t61, Ma-dam.”

“Khong,” ba Oliver dap, “khi 2y t61 khong tin 1a the”. T61 da khong thich
céach suy dodn nay chiit ndo. D&n gio téi van khong thich.”

“Va téi dong tinh v&i ba. T6i nghi ba khdng sai. Néu khong thich nd,
ngwoi ta nén tim hi€u tai sao. Du ba ¢6 the khong tin, nhung t6i vin dang
ra't c& ging d€ ty tim cdch 1y giai.”

“Bang cdch di loanh quanh va néi chuyén vé&i moi ngwdi? Xem ho cé i
t€ hay khong r'6i hdi ho cac cau hdi?”

“Chinh xac.”

“Va ong da tim dwoc gi?”

“Thoéng tin vé nhung sy viéc,” Poirot dap. “Nhwng sy viéc Tan lwot
dwore neo lai theo khong gian va thoii gian ching xady ra.”

“Chi vy thdi sao? Ong con phat hién ra dwoe gi nita khong?”

“Réang khong ai tin vao sy trung thyc cia Joyce Reynolds.”

“Khi cd bé néi minh da chirng ki€n cé ngwoi bi gi€t? Nhung toi da nghe
loi ¢6 bé &y ndi ma.”

“Pung, c6 bé ndi vay. Nhung khong ai tin d6 1a sy that. Vi th€, c6 kha
ning ciu chuyén &y khong c6 thit. Rang cd bé di khong nhin thay gi ca.”

“T6i ¢6 cdm gidc,” ba Oliver néi, “hinh nhu nhitng thong tin 6ng nim
dwoe dang kéo 1ui Ong lai thi phai, thay vi gitt 6ng ding noi ding chd, hay
gidp thic day qua trinh diéu tra.”

“Moi chuyén dién ra déu phai khé'p v&i nhau. LAy hanh vi 1am gid gidy
to 1am vi du di. Moi ngwdi déu néi ring mot cd gdi ngoai qudc, mot cd -

pe, da khi€n cho mot ba gba phu 1on tudi va giau c6 trong viung yéu mén,



dén mirc ba Ay s&n sang d€lai di chic, hay chinh x4c hon mot ban bd sung
di chidc, danh toan bd gia tai cho c6 géi ay. Liéu ¢6 ta ¢6 lam gia to di chic
hay khong, hay c¢6 nguoi khac lam gia?”

“Con ai khac c6 th€' lam gia n6 day?”

“Trong lang lai c6 mdt k& gid mao gid'y t& khdc. Han tirng mot I4n bj két
t0i gid mao gid'y to’ nhwng thoat an nhe nhang vi 1a Ian dau pham t6i, cong
thém co6 tinh ti€t gidm nhe.”

“Pay 12 mot nhan vt m&i sao? To6i ¢6 biét hin khong?”

“Khong, ba khong bi€t cau ta. Ciu ay da chét roi.”

“0? Cau ta chét tir bao gio?”

“Khoang hai nim trrdc. Ngay thdng chinh x4c thi t6i chwa ndm dworc.
Nhung t6i s€ phai biét thoi. Cau ta teng ¢6 hanh vi lam gia gidy to va ting
song & ddy. Va vi vai ric r6i nho nhd ndy sinh, ba cé thé goi d6 1a chuyén
trai gdi ghen tudng va mau thuin, mot dém t61i cu ta bi ngwoi ta dung dao
dam chét. Ba thd’y ddy, toi c6 cam gidc khong ching nhirng sy viéc riéng ré
lai li€n quan chat ché dén nhau hon ta twdng. Khong phai la chuyén nao
cling vay, nhwng c6 the’ la vai chuyén cd.”

“Nghe c6 vé thu vi da’y,” va Oliver dép, “nhwng t6i khong thdYy...”

“To1 cliing chwa,” Poirot néi. “Nhwng to1 nghi thong tin ngay thang c6
the gidp ich. Ngay thang ctia mot s& sy kién, moi ngwoi khi d6 & dau, da
xay ra chuyén gi, ho dang lam gi. T4t ca déu nghi rang cd gdi ngoai qudc
kia da lam gia di chic bo sung, va cé th€ ho ding. Xét cho cung co ta la
ngwoi hwedng lovi, ¢6 phai khong? Khoan, doi da...”

“Dei gi co'?” ba Oliver hoi.

“Mot y tedng moi lwdt qua dau tdi,” Poirot dap.



Ba Oliver thé dai va an thém mot mi€ng cha la.

“Ba sip quay vé London sao, Ma-dam? Hay ba dinh & day 1au?”

“Ngay kia toi s€ v€,” ba Oliver dap. “To6i khong the’ & day lau. To6i c6
qué nhi€u chuyén dot xua't phai giai quyét.”

“N6i tdi nghe, nao, trong can hd, hay ngoi nha cta ba, toi chaamg nh& noi
ba sdng & noi the nao ntra, dao nay ba chuyén nha nhiéu qud, c6 phong cho
khach lwu lai khong?”

“T6i chwa bao gior néi tdi c¢é phong riéng cho khach ca,” ba Oliver ndi.
“Néu ong ti€t 16 cho ngwoi khac biét 1a 6ng ¢6 phong, thi khic nao 6ng
moi khach dén &. Ban bé, ma khong chi 1a ban cfia 6ng, con nguoi quen
so’, than so’, hay thdm chi chau ho ba doi cia nguoi quen, thinh thoang sé
vi€t thw cho 6ng va hdi 6ng cé phién n€u cho ho ghé lai mot d€m. T6i thi
t0i c6 thdy phién. Phai chuan bi nao 1a chan dém gidt gid, vd goi, hay phai
chdm lo n€u khach mudn udng tra buGi som, va thwong thi ai cling mong
minh s€ dwoc phuc vu ca cac btra an ntra, ngwoi ta d&€n & ma. Vay nén t6i
khong cho ai bi€t minh c6 mdt can phong trodng cho khach. Ban be cua t6i
c6 dén choi va & lai voi t6i. Nhitng ngeoi ma toi thye sy mudn gip go Yy,
con nhirng nguoi khac thi, khéng, toi chflng thich hau ha. To61 khong thich
minh bi lgr1 dung.”

“Ai thich ch?”” Hercule Poirot néi. “Ba lam vay la rd't khon ngoan.”

“Nhwng, c6 chuyén gi sao?”

“Ba ¢6 th€ d6n mot hai khach d&€n & néu can chu?”

“Tdi c6 the,” ba Oliver néi. “Ong mudn toi dén ai? Khong phai 12 ong
da’y chit. Ong c6 mét cin hd nguy nga nhw vdy. Toi tan, phong céch triru

twong, khdi hop va khdi vudng céc thi.”



“Chi 1a, ¢6 th€ ching ta sé can phong ho mét chuyén.”

“Cho ai co’? Lai ¢6 ngudi sip bi giét nira hay sao?”

“T6i tin va cling cau mong la khong, nhwng kha nang dé c6 the xdy ra.”

“Nhwng la ai vay? La ai? To6i cheamg hi€u gi cd.”

“Ba bié€t ba ban Judith dén dau?”

“Biét d&n dau 4? Khong nhiéu 18m. Y t6i 12 ca hai déu quy mé&n nhau tir
lic gdp trén tau va sau d6 quen di cung nhau. O ba a'y c6 cai gi d6 - phai néi
thé’ nao nhi? - rat tha vi. Khac biét.”

“Ba c6 nghi sau nay ba sé dwa ba 2y vao lam nhan vat trong mdt cuén
ti€u thuy€t minh vi€t khong?”

“T6i rat ghét cau hdi d6. Ai ciing néi cau &y voi t6i va ndé khong hé
chinh xac. Khong dau. T6i khdong dwa ai vao trong truyén ctia minh ca.
Nhirng nguwoi t6i gdp, nhirng nguoi tdi biét.”

“Chfmg 1€ 1a khong sao, Ma-dam, toi thd’y d6i khi ba c6 dwa ngwoi quen
vao sach d6 chit? Nhirng ngwoi ba gip, nhung khong phai 1a nhirng nguoi
ba quen bi€t r0. Vi nhu theé” sé khong hay.”

“Khong sai,” ba Oliver dap. “Po6i khi 6ng ra't gidi phan doan. Bing vay.
Y t6i 1a, gid st nhw 6ng nhin tha'y mot ba map ng'di trén xe buyt, miéng in
banh nho ma mdi vin map mdy, 6ng doédn c6 thé ba &'y dang néi chuyén v&i
ai do, hoac dang 1am nham tap duot tred'c mot cudc dién thoai, hodc c6 theé
la mét birc thr dinh viét. Ri 6ng quan sat ba &y ky hon, d€ y doi giay va
chi€c vay ba 4y dang mic, cdi nén ba &y dang doi, roi doan tuoi ba ay, va
xem c6 deo nhin khong va mot vai thir khdc. Va sau d6 6ng xudng xe. Ong
khong dinh gdp lai ba &y, nhung trong dau 6ng da c6 mot cau chuyén vé

mot ba, ba Carnaby. Ba &y dang di xe buyt vé nha, va vira m&i gip mot



ngwoi trong mot ti€ém banh & dau d6 va c6 mot cude tro chuyén hét siec ky
la, ngeoi nay khién ba &y nhd d&€n mdt ngwoi quen khac ma ba moi gap
mot Tan nhung nghe néi 1a da chét, vay 1o rang 13 ngwdi d6 chwa chét. Oi
troi o1,” ba Oliver thot 1én, nging lai mot chit d€ thé 14y hoi. “Ong biét
da’y, 6ng ndi khong sai. Pung la t6i trng ng'di ddi dién mot ba nhw vay trén
mot chi€c xe buyt ngay trwedrc khi tdi roi London, va doan truyén ay tw ndy
ra hé&t strc mwot ma trong dau tdi. Toi chic chin s& sé'm nghi ra toan bd ciu
chuyén. Cd mot phin canh vé nhan vat nay, nhw 1a ba &y s€ dap lai loi
ngwoi kia nhw thé nao, liéu cudc cham mat dé ¢6 day ba &y hay ai d6 vao
nguy hi€m khong. T6i nghi thAm chi t6i con bi€t tén ho day du cua ba aYy.
Tén ba &y la Constance. Constance Carnaby. Chi cé di€u, ca cau chuyén c6
the phai bo di vi mot 1y do.”

“La gi vay?”

“Thi, y to1 la, n€u chfmg may to1 gap lai ba &y trén mdt chuyén xe buyt
khdc, hodc néi chuyén v&i ba &y, hodc ba &y bat chuyén véi toi, hodc toi
tinh co’ bi€t dwoc diéu gi d6 vEé nhan vat nay ngoai doi. Vay thi t't nhién
né s€ phd hdng ta't cd.”

“Phdi, phai. Cau chuyén thi phai la ciia ba, nhan vat cling la cda ba. b6
la dra con tinh than cfia ba. Chinh ba da tao 1a nhan vt nir 4y, ba bit dau
hi€u ba Ay, ba bi€t cam gidc ctia ba aYy, bi€t noi & va cong viéc. Nhwng ta't
cd déu bit dau tir mot con ngudi that bang xwong bang thit, va néu ba 16
biet dwoc ngwdi phu nit nay ngodi ddi nhw thé ndo... thi ching con ciu
chuyén gi cd, ding khong?”

“Lai ddng ntra roi,” ba Oliver néi. “Va cau hoi ctia 6ng veé Judith, toi
nghi né ciing ding. Y t6i 13, ching t6i & canh nhau sudt trén con tau d6 va

cung di tham thd nhi€u dia di€m, nhwng thuyc sy t6i khong bi€t nhiéu vé ba



Ay 14m. Ba 4y 12 mot qua phu, chdng mat, d& lai gia cdnh ngheo ting va
mot dira con, Miranda, 6ng da gip co bé roi ddy. Va ding la toi ¢c6 cam
giac ky la vé gia dinh nay. Cam giac nhw ho c6 gi d6 dac biét, nhw thé ho da
bi vuedng phai mot chuyén ghé goém nao dé. Toi khdéng mudn biét dé la
chuyén gi. T6i khong mudn ho k€ cho tdi nghe. T6i mudn ty minh twdng
teong ra cau chuyén kich tinh do.”

“Piing. Ping vay, t0i cling cdm thiy ho 12 miu tng vién phi hop d€
xud't hi€n trong mdt cudn ti€u thuy€t an khach khac cia Ariadne Oliver.”

“Poi khi 6ng ciing that 4c. Ong néi nghe nhw mdt chuyén té hai déng
khinh bi vdy.” Ba Oliver ngteng 161, ngdm nghi mot lic. “Ma ¢6 the 1a ding
the that.”

“Khong, khong, né khdong phai la mot chuyén gi xau xa. D6 chi 1a ban
nang con nguoi thoi.”

“Vay 6ng mudn t6i moi Judith va Miranda dén cédn nha can ho gi d6 caa
toi & London?”

“Chuwa phai lic nay,” Poirot n6i. “Cho dén khi t6i khaalng dinh mot trong
nhrng y twedng nho nho cua toi la ding.”

“Lai la 6ng va cac y twdng nho nhd ctia éng! Gio thi toi ¢ tin tirc cho
ong day.”

“Ma-dam, ba lai 1am t6i hdo hirc r'6i.”

“Pung chic chin qué nhu vay. Tin nay c6 thé phd hdng céc y twdng nho
nhd ctia 6ng dd'y. Hay nghi xem néu t6i néi v&i 6ng vu gid mao ma 6ng mai
mé k€ 1€ khi nay khong hé la gia mao.”

“Ba dang no6i chuyén gi vay?”

“Ba lao Ap Jones Smythe, hay 1a tén gi d6 t6i khong nho, thue sy da viét



mot ban bo sung di chic, d€'lai toan bo sd tién cho c6 d-pe aYy, va da cb hai
nhin ching ky vao dé, vai sy chirng kié€n ciia nhau. P46, gio’ nhét thong tin

nay vao bo ria cia dng ma nghién ngm di.”



CHUONG 19

“Ba... Leaman...?” Poirot ndi, tay viét cdi tén vira nghe vao s0.

“Pung th&. Ba Harriet Leaman. Va nhan chirng con lai hinh nhw la
James Jenkins. L'an cudi nghe dwgc tin tirc 1a da di Australia. Con c¢6 Olga
Seminoff T'4n cudi nghe néi da tré lai Tiép Khéc, hay 1a chdn qué hwong xi
s& nao d6 cda cd ta. Ca hai hinh nhw déu da di khoi day hét roi.”

“Ba nghi ba Leaman déng tin d€n co’ nao?”

“T61 khong tin ba @y nghi ra toan bd chuyén nay, n€u y ong la vay. Toi
nghi ba &y da ky vao tor gidy nao do, va to mo vé nd, roi sau dé tim cach
doc dwoec né ngay khi c6 the.”

“Ba &y bi€t doc va viét?”

“T6i nghi 1a ¢6. Nhwng ciing dong y 1a doi khi ngwoi ta khong gidi dich
chir viét tay ctia cdc ba gia, chir ho cit nhon hodt va rat khé doc. N&u c6 bat
ctr tin d0n trai chiéu nao xua't hién sau nay, vé di chic hay ban bo sung, ba
a'y ¢6 the da nghi 1a do minh dich sai dam chw viét tay kho doc d6.”

“M0t van ban c6 that,” Poirot néi. “Nhwng ding 1a ¢6 mdt ban bd sung
lam gia ma.”

“Ainéi vay?”

“Cac luat su.”



“C6 th€ n6 khong hé 1a gia mao.”

“Céc luat sw thwong hay chinh xdc vé va'n dé nay. Ho da chuah bi sén
sang cic nhan chirng chuyén gia d€ ra toa ma.”

“O thi,” ba Oliver néi, “chuyén nhw th& nay ciing d& xdy ra, c6 phai
khong?”

“Cai gi d&? Chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Thi, ta't nhién, ngay hom sau, hay c6 th€ vai ngay sau, hay tham chi ca
tuan sau do, ba Llewellyn-Smythe khéng ching da c6 chiit cai co v&i ¢6 6-
pe tan tdm ctia minh, hodc da c¢6 cudc ndi chuyén hoa gidi ngot ngao voi
chdu trai Hugo va chau dau Rowena, va ba &y da xé ban di chic hodc gach
di doan bo sung kia, thdm chi d6t hét ca van ban, dai loai vay.”

“Vasau do?”

“Thi, sau do, t61 doan, ba Llewellyn-Smythe chét, va c6 gai nim 18y cor
hdi nay va viet mot ban bd sung m&i, gan gidng nhw diéu kién cii, bang nét
chir gidng vdi chir viét tay cia ba Llewellyn-Smythe, bit chudc chir ky ctia
hai nhan ching kia giéng nhat c6 th€. C6 1€ ¢6 ta bi€t chir ky cia ba
Leaman kha ro. Tw trén thé y t& hodc gidy tor gi d6 twong tw, va cb &y da
lam gia dwoc to gidy d6, tin rang s& c¢é ngudi ding ra 1am chitng cho ban
di chic &y va moi thir s€ nhw y mudn. Nhung kha nang gid mao cda co ta
chua t6t 18m, th&' 12 vA'n dé bat dau phét sinh.”

“Ba cho phép t6i, Ma-dam, dung dién thoai ctia ba dwoc khong?”

“T6i s€ cho phép dng dung dién thoai cta Judith Butler, dwoc.”

“Ban cua ba dau?”

“A, ba &y di lam téc r'oi. Con Miranda thi ra ngoai di dao. Ong ding di,

né & trong phong qua cira s& dang kia.”



Poirot vao nha va quay lai sau mwoi phuit.

“Sao? Ong c¢6 chuyén gi sao?”’

“T6i goi cho 6ng Fullerton, ludt sw dai dién. Gio tdi sé k&€ ba nghe
chuyén nay. Theo nhw ban bd sung, hay ban b4 sung gid mao &%y, thi nguoi
ky ching thwc khong phai 1a ba Harriet Leaman. N6 dwoc ky lam ching
b&i mot ba tén la Mary Doherty, da mat, ba nay twng phuc vu cho ba
Llewellyn-Smythe nhung gén diy da qua doi. Nguoi lam ching con lai 1a
James Jenkins, ma theo ba ban Leaman cua ba, da chuyén dén Australia.”

“Vay dung la da ¢c6 mot ban di chic bo sung gia mao,” ba Oliver noi.
“Va c6 vé con mot ban that nira. Poirot a, chuyén dang tré nén ngay cang
phtrc tap ding khong?”

“N6 dang tré nén hét strc phirc tap,” Hercule Poirot d6ng tinh. “Phai néi
1a, qud nhiéu thir gid mao trong ciu chuyén nay.”

“Biét dau to di chiic bd sung that van dang trong phong doc sdch & biét
thw Mod Pa, kep trong cac trang ctia cuén sach Lo gidi cho moi diéu. Twya
sach that hay, c6 phai khong? Toi nhé ba toi cling ¢c6 mét cuén nhw vay.
bing 1a ndi dung bén trong cudn sach d6 gidi dap moi thi trén doi that. Tw
thong tin luat phdp cho dé&n cong thirc ndu an, hay cach tay v&€t myc dinh
trén vai lanh. R'6i cd cach ty lam phan trang diém tai gia ma khong lam hai
da mit. Oi, con nhiéu tht khéc nita. Phai dd'y, gio ai ching mudn c6 cudn
cam nang nhw vay ch?”

“Hin th& roi,” Hercule Poirot dép, “trong d6 con cho cong thirc diéu tri
ban chan khi bi méi ntra.”

“Nhiéu 1dm. Nhung sao 6ng khong di mot doi giay hop véi & qué ay?”



“Thé thi, 6ng ctt ti&p tuc van vao nguwdi ma’y thir dau don dé di, va cin
ring chiu dung thoi,” ba Oliver néi. “Dau sao, gi¢r toi van ching hiéu gi ca.
Liéu ba Leaman &y c6 phdi vira m&i ném cho t6i mdt mo loi néi doi
khong?”

“Lu6n c6 kha nang 8y.”

“Hay la c6 ngwoi k€ lai voi ba ta mét mé doi tra?”

“Kha nang nay cling ¢4.”

“Li€u c6 ai d6 da tra tién cho ba ta di n6i d6i nhw vay khong?”

“Ti€p tuc di,” Poirot ndi, “ctr ti€p tuc di. Ba dang lam rat t6t.”

“T6i cho rang,” ba Oliver ngdm nghi, “rang ba Llewellyn-Smythe, ciing
gidng nhr nhirng ba giau c6 khéc, ra't thich vi€t di chidc. T6i dodn ba &y
phai 1am hang t4 di chdc khi con song. Ong biét dy, bao nhiéu cia cai d&
ban phat cho ngudi niy ngwdi kia. R6i lai thay ddi. Nha Drakes dang nao
cling kha gid ma. T6i doan ba &y ludn d€ lai cho ho it nhat mdt khoan hau
hinh, nhwng t6i tO mo liéu ba Llewellyn-Smythe da bao gio trao lai khdi tai
san 1on nhw vay cho ai khac nhi€éu nhw cho ¢6 Olga chwa, it nha't 1a theo lovi
ba Leaman va ndi dung ban di chic gid mao kia. Puing la t6i mudn bi€t rd
hon veé c6 gai nay. RO rang ¢ ta da bi€n ma't rat thanh cong.”

“T6i cling mong s¢'m dworc bi€t vé cd ay,” Hercule Poirot néi.

“Bang cdch nao?”

“Thong tin ma tdi s€ s¢m nhan dwgc day thoi.”

“T6i biét 12 6ng da di hdi do khip noi & trong lang.”

“Khong chi & day. Toéi ¢c6 mdt ddc vu & London chuyén gitp t6i thu thap
thong tin & trong va ngoai nede. Chéc tdi s& sé'm ¢ tin tikc tir Herzogovina

tho1.”



“Liéu Ong c6 th€ xac nhan dworc cd ta da veé lai qué hwong hay chwa?”

“C6 th€ toi sé bi€t, nhung tdi doan kha nang cao tdi s€ nhan dwgc thong
tin nay dwdi dang khac - vi du nhw thw tt trong thoi gian ¢6 &y lwu lai Anh,
nhic d&n cdc ban be c6 the co 4y quen hoic than thiet & day.”

“Thé& con cd gido vién kia?” ba Oliver hoi.

“Ba mu6n nodi cod gido vién nao?”

“C0 gido bi bop cO chét Ay, c6 Elizabeth Whittaker c¢6 k€ v&i dng day?”
R'6i ba néi thém: “Tdi khong thich c¢d Elizabeth Whittaker nay 1dm. Nhin ¢
vé 1a ngwoi kho chiu, nhwng tdi dodn cling 1a mot phu nir thong minh.” R6i
ba lai thém vao: “Toi sé cheamg ngac nhién né€u cd gido nay tung nghi dén
chuyén giét ngwoi.”

“La bép co mot gido vién khac?”

“Chiing ta phai can nhic moi kha ning.”

“Nhu thwong 1€, t6i tin vao tryc giac cta ba, Ma-dam.”

Ba Oliver an thém mot qua cha la, vé mat tw Iw.



CHUONG 20

Poirot roi khdi nha ba Butler theo 187 di tit Miranda da chi 6ng. L6 hong
hang rao 6ng cam thad’y nhw hoi Ion hon Tan trede. C6 1€ ai d6 ¢6 voc dang
nhinh hon Miranda ciing ldach qua 167 nay. Poirot bwdc 1én con dwong trong
md d4, phéng tAm mét chiém ngwdong vé dep canh quan noi day T'4n nira.
Mot khu veon tuyét my, nhwng cling nhw Tan truede, Poirot thd’y noi nay
that u &m. Lan qua't quanh day la khong khi am u lanh l1€o. Nhw th€ doc
theo nhirng con dwong quanh co nay ting dién ra nhitng cudc di sin ling
va ha guc nan nhan cua cdc yéu tinh, hay cidc cudc hié€n t& theo 1€nh cua
mot ni than tan nhan nao dé.

Poirot hi¢u dwgce tai sao khu viedn nay van khong the tré thanh mot noi
cim trai. Chaalng ai dam bay trirng ludc, rau di€p va cam ra day d€ ng6i va
crdi dia vui choi dwge. Noi ddy khong hop cho nhitng hoat dong &y. Ong
chot nghi, c6 1€ n€u ba Llewellyn-Smythe khong y€u cau bi€n noi day
thanh tién canh nhw thé nay, thi da t6t hon bi€t bao. Mo da da cé th€ tr¢
thanh mot khu virdn chim gidn dj xinh x4n ma khong kém theo bau khong
khi nay, nhung ba &y vdn 1a mdt phu nv tham vong, tham vong va vo cling
giau c6. Poirot lai nghi d&n nhirng ban di chic kia, d&€n nhirng dang di chiic

do nhirng ba géa phu giau c6 viét, d&n nhirng loi néi ddi nguoi ta hay bia



ra vé di chic cua nhirng ba géa phu giau cé, d€n nhirng noi nhirng ban di
chiic clia ba géa phu giau c6 thuwong dwoc gidu, va dng cd ging dit minh
theo 167 suy nghi ciia mo6t ké gid mao gidy to. That khong may la ban di
chic ding d€ chirng thyc di bi 1am gia. Ong Fullerton 12 mdt ludt sw can
trong va tai gidi, ong ta da chic chin nhw vay. Thém nira, mdt luat sw nhuw
Fullerton sé khong bao gio’ t van cho than cht dwa ra toa, hodc ti€n hanh
cdc thli tuc phdp 1y khi chwa nim chéc bing ching hay 1y 1& thuyé&t phuc
trong tay.

Poirot 1& & khiic ngodt trong vuon, trong khoanh khic dng bdng thay
con dau chodng vang dwdi chan 1an 4t ca nhitng suy doan trong dau. Ong
c6 nén ré sang dwong tit vé nha thanh tra Spence hay khong? L&i tit
dwong chim bay nhanh hon, nhwng dwong chinh ¢6 1€ ém 4i cho chén 6ng
hon. Con dwong tit qua veon nay khong c6 cd hay phi réu, né van con git
nén d4 cing ctia mo cii. Bong 6ng khuyng lai.

Trwd'c mat Poirot hién ra hai dang nguoi. Ng6i trén mo6t phi€n dd nho
1€n mat da't 1a Michael Garfield. Pau g6i ké mot tdim bang, anh ta dang cam
cui v€. Céach anh chang lam vwon khong xa, dirng bén dong sudi chay réc
rach la Miranda Butler. Hercule Poirot chgt quén ma't doi chan dau va than
minh & 4m, tAm tri mai mé ngidm nhin mot vé dep mAu muc clia con ngwoi.
Michael Garfield qua thyc 1a mot anh chang tuamn td. Ban than Poirot khong
bi€t minh quy mén hay khé chiu vé&i Michael Garfield. Tredc ngwoi dep
khé ai ¢6 the quyé&t dinh dwgc cdm gidc cia minh. Ai ciing thich nhin ngidm
vé dep, nhwng theo 1€ ty nhién cling hay ghen ti v&i nhitng nguoi dep. Phu
nit dep thi khong ban d&n, nhung Hercule Poirot lai khong chic minh c6
thich dan 6ng dep hay khong. Ban than 6ng khdng thich minh 1a mot chang

trai tré dep, ma ngay xwa Ong cling khong ¢6 co hoi dwoc nhw vay. Bieém



duy nhat ma Hercule Poirot hai long vé vé b€ ngoai ctia minh la cgp ria
mép dam, va ki€u dang khi chiing dworc tia tét va cham séc can than. Ching
that tuyét my. Poirot chwa tirng gip ai c6 cip ria dep du chi bing mot nira.
Con lai 6ng chwa bao gio’ thd'y minh 1a mot nguoi dién trai hay wa nhin. Va
chic chin 12 chwra bao gio khdi ngd tud'n td.

Con vé Miranda? Poirot thAm nghi, cling nhw an trede, 6ng thay ¢6 bé
cé strc hit that dac biét, dng to mo khong biét trong dau c6 bé suy nghi
nhitng gi. C6 th€ 1a vé nhimg diéu ma s& ching ai biét dwoe. Miranda
khong phai 1a ngwdi dé chia sé suy nghi. Tham chi néu ¢6 dwoc hoi, chwa
chic o bé chiu tiét 16. Hin co bé c6 mot tw duy doc ddo, suy nghi sau sic.
Nhung 6ng ciing cadm thad'y Miranda mong manh va dé bj ton thwong. RAt
mong manh. Cé vai diéu Poirot hi€u r6 & cd bé, hay dng tin 1a minh hiéu.
Pén gio @6 van chi 12 nhitng phdng dodn, nhung 6ng da gan nhw chic chin
dung.

Michael Garfield ngang 1én, cat ti€ng:

“Ha! Senor Mostachio.* Chic 6ng mdt buoi chiéu tdt lanh, thwa 6ng.”

“T6i c6 the xem anh dang vé gi khong? Hay vay la qud’y ray anh? Toi
khong mudn minh dwong dét xen ngang.”

“Ong ¢t xem,” Michael Garfield néi, “t6i thdy khong anh hwéng gi ca.”
R'6i anh ta nhe nhang néi thém: “T6i ra't thodi mai.”

Poirot buéc ra ditng sau leng anh. Ong gt gii. Mot biec vé chi rat tinh
t&’, cac dwong nét mong manh nhw tan vao nhau. Anh chang nay biét vé
day, Poirot nghi. Khong chi 12 mot anh tho thiét k& vuon. Ong khé thét 1én:

“That tinh t&1”

“T6i cling nghi vdy,” Michael Garfield d6ng tinh, khéng 16 y chi birc

tranh hay ngwoi ng'6i 1am mau.
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“Tai sao vay?” Poirot héi.

“Tai sao toi lai v& w? Ong nghi t6i c¢6 1y do sao?”

“Biét dau daYy.”

“Ong n6i khong sai. N&u roi khodi ddy, 6 vai dieu td6i mudn ghi nhé.
Miranda 1a mot trong s6° do.”

“Anh dé quén cd bé vay sao?”

“Ra‘t dé. Toi la vay da’y. Nhung néu quén mdt chuyén gi dé hay mot ai
d6, khong th€ nhé ra mét gwong mat, mot cdi quay lwng, mot ci chi, mot
céi cay, bong hoa, dwdng nét ctia canh vat, dit van nhé cdm gidc nhin ngdm
né nhw th& ndo, nhung lai khong the muong twong lai tat ca trude mét
minh, diéu d6 doi khi gy ra, goi 1 gi nhi, ndi dau dén dén ciing cuc. Ong
biet da’y, 6ng cd ging ghi nhé lai, nhung tat ca r'oi ciing troi vao lang quén
hét.”

“Khong, Vweon Mo P4 nay thi khong, vé dep clia né khong dé bi troi di
dau.”

“Ong nghi 12 khong sao? N6 s& s¢m chim vao quén lang thoi, khi khong
con ai song & day nwra. Cay c6i cd dai s€ chi€m lai khong gian nay, ong
biét dd’y. Khu vwron céan ¢ tinh thwong, ban tay cham séc, va ky ning. Néu
mot hdi dong nao d6 phu trach noi nay, nhw rd't nhi€u noi khac hién nay,
thi ho s€ chi lam nhi€m vu goi 1a “gitr gin” thoi. Ho sé trong thém cac cay
bui m&i hop thoi nha't, bo sung cac 167 di, thém cd gh& ng6i ké gitra cac
quing dwong nita. Thiing rdc s& dwoc dit rai réc. Oi, ho s& c& ging that can
than, that t& t& bao ton khu vwon nay. Nhwng chéng ai c6 thé€ bao ton nd
ca. Vé dep ctia nd 1a ty nhién. Gitr gin mdt noi nhw thé nay that ty nhién
con khé hon 1a bdo t6n nd.”

“Me-xw Poirot,” giong Miranda xen vao.



Poirot ti€n 1én phia trwedc, 1€n ti€ng trong tAm nghe ctia cd bé:

“Vay 1a ta da tim dworc chdu & diy. Chdu dén diy d€ 1am mau vé chan
dung a?”

Co bé 13c dau:

“Chédu khong dinh d&n 1am mau. Ty nhién quy&t dinh vé thdi a.”

“Phai,” Michael Garfield d6ng tinh, “ding vay, ty nhién vay théi. May
mén do6i khi xdy dén.”

“Vay la ban d4u chau dang di dao trong khu veeon yéu thich?”

“DPung hon 1a chau dang tim cai gi€ng,” Miranda dap.

“MOot céi gieng?”

“Ngay xwa ting ¢6 mot cdi gi€ng nwde trong khu rieng nay.”

“Trong mdt md da cli nhw theé nay w? Ta khong bi€t ho lai xay gi€ng
trong mé da day.”

“Quanh khu md da ngay xwa la ring. Thi, Iudn c6 ciy cdi moc bao
quanh. Michael biét chd céi gi€ng 4y nhung khong chiju chi cho chdu.”

“Vi nhr vy méi c6 tro vui cho chdu,” Michael Garfield 1én ti€ng, “khi
tr di tim né. Nha't 12 khi chdu lai khdng biét chic cdi giehg c6 ton tai hay
khong.”

“Ba Goodbody biét hét vé nd.” R6i c¢6 bé ndi thém: “Ba &y 1a mot phu
thay.”

“Khong sai,” Michael néi. “Ba &y la phu thuy trong ving, Me-xw Poirot.
Ving nao cling ¢6 mdt phu thiy 4n ngtr ca, gan nhw & dau ciing vay. Khong
phai ldc nao ho cling ty goi minh 1a phu thuy, nhung moi ngwoi déu biét.
Ho coi béi hodc bod bua cy hai dwong nha dng hodc 1am quin ddm hoa miu

don cua 0ng, hay 1am cho con bo nha nao do tac stra, hay thadm chi c¢6 th€



ch& tinh dwoc nra.”

“N6 la mot cdi gi€ng wde,” Miranda néi. “Ngay xwa moi ngwoi hay dén
d6 @€ wére. Ho phai di giat lui ba vong quanh giéng, ma né nim & swon doi
doc, nén ra't kho di ngwoc nhr viy.” Co bé nhin thflng vao Michael Garfield
ngoi phia sau Poirot. “Ri chau sé tim thd'y cho ma xem, du chu khong chi
cho chau. N6 chi & dau day thdi, nhwng miéng gi€ng bi bit lai roi, ba
Goodbody néi th&". Oi! T bao nhiéu nim nay. Nguoi ta 1am thé’ vi ho ndi
né nguy hi€ém. Mot dira bé da nga xudng dé cach day nhi€u niam - tén la
Kitty gi d6. C6 the’ da c6 thém nguwoi nga xudng gi€ng.”

“Thi, chdau c nghi thé” di,” Michael Garfield néi. “Ving nao ciing ¢6 cau
chuyén d6n dai nhv vay ca, nhung ding 1a ¢6 mot cdi giéng wdc & Little
Belling day.”

“Ta’t nhién roéi,” Miranda néi. “Chéu bi€t ta't tan tat veé cdi gi€ng do. b6
chi 1a cai giéng hét sirc fam thwong. Ai cling bi€t vé nd ca, va nd cuc ky
ngé ngan. Ngwdi ta ném dong xu vao giéng, nhung vi né ching con ti
nwdc nao nén tham chi chealng vong lai dwoe ca tié€ng nwde bin cdi tom.”

“Cha, ta ra't ti€c.” Michael noi.

“Chau s€ k€ cho chi nghe khi nao chdu tim dwoc cai gi€ng woc kia,”
Miranda qua quyét.

“Chau khong nén tin vao moi loi néi cia moét phu thay. Ta chaalng tin c6
dira tré nao tung roi xudng da’y. Co thé€ la mdt con meo roi xudng va chét
dudi duoi giéng.”

“Chuodng vang dinh doong, chii meo roi xudéng giéng mat roi!” Miranda
tiép 10, roi cd bé dirng diy. “Chdu phai di thdi. Me & nha chic dang
trong.”

CO6 bé can than treo xudng khoi tdng dd, cwoi chao hai ngwoi va di



xudng con dwong cirng va g0 ghé hon & bén kia dong nwdrc.

“Chudng vang dinh doong,” Poirot 1dm badm, ngdm nghi. “Nguwoi ta tin
nhirng gi ngwoi ta mudén tin, Michael Garfield a. C6 bé néi ding hay
khong?”

Michael Garfield dam chiéu nhin 6ng mét lic, réi mim cuoi.

“C0 bé noi ding. Pung la ¢6 mot cdi gi€ng that, va da bj bit lai. T6i dodn
c6 th€ 1a do n6 nguy hi€m. Nhung t6i khong nghi né la gi€ng woc gi ca. Co
18 do cdch k& chuyén théu dét ciia bd Goodbody thoi. O diy c¢6 mot ciy
diéu woc, ding hon la tirng ¢6. Mot ciy s0i 1on moc gitra swon doi, va toi
tin 1a ngwoi ta ¢6 di giat Iui ba vong quanh né d€ wde that.”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra voi cdi cdy ay? Nguoi ta khong dé€n wde nira sao?

“Khong. T6i khong nhdm thi hinh nhw n6 bi sét danh sdu nam trwdc. Bi
xé 1am doi. Bdng mot thoi gian ngwoi ta cling quén di ciu chuyén ly ky vé
cai cay.”

“Anh c6 k€& cho Miranda nghe khong?”

“Khong. T6i nghi minh nén d€ cho cd bé yén v&i hanh trinh tim cai
gi€ng ay. Mot cdy soi bi sét danh tan tanh dau c6 gi ly ky v&i Miranda,
phai khong?”

“T6i phai di r'éi,” Poirot noi.

“V€ nha 6ng ban canh sat cua 6ng sao?”

“Dung vay.”

“Trong 6ng ¢4 vé mét mai.”

“T6i ra't mét,” Hercule Poirot néi. “Cwc ky mét moi.”

“Ong s& thoai m4i hon n&u di gidy vai hoic xing-dan.”

“A, ve€ chuyén do, khong.”



“T6i hi€u r'6i. Ong la nguoi tham vong trong dn méc.” Anh nhin Poirot.

“Tout ensemble, by nay nhin ra't dep va nhi't la, khong bi€t td1 da noi chua,

bd ria oai vé cua Oong.”

“T61 ra't vui,” Poirot noi, “la anh ¢6 chu y dé€n nd.”

“Phai ndi 1a, ai ma khong chu y dén né co’ chir?”

Poirot nghiéng dau sang mot bén, roi noi:

“Anh m&i néi anh v€ birc chan dung nay b&i vi anh mu6n ghi nhé ¢ bé
Miranda. Vay 12 anh sip roi di, phai khong?”

“T6i d4 can nhic chuyén nay, ding vay.”

“Nhung theo t6i thd’y, anh dang bien placé ici & x& nay.”

“O, phai, cyc ky yén 6n. Toi sdng trong mot ngdi nha riéng, dit nhod
nhwng do ty tay t6i thi€t k&', va t6i cé cong viéc, du khong dwoc lam thda
thich nhw tredre ddy. Cling vi thé” ma gio toi ¢ thd’y b'on chdn chan tay.”

“Tai sao anh khong dwoc lam thda thich nhw truedc?”

“Vi nguroi ta cir mudn t6i lam nhirng viéc hét strc go'm ghi€c. Nguwoi thi
mudn cdi thién vieon nha ho, ngwoi mua dwgce it da't va dang xay nha nén
mudn ¢ mot khu veon thiét k& riéng.”

“Anh khong lam vweon cho ba Drake nira sao?”

“C6, ba &y mudn tdi lam. Téi c6 dwa ra mot s6 thi€t k&” d€ xud't va ba Yy
c6 vé dong tinh. Nhung t6i khong nghi...” Michael néi thém, vé tram
ngam, “la t6i co the thye sw tin twdng ba 8y.”

“Y anh 12 ba Drake s& khong d€ cho anh lam nhitng diéu anh muén?”

“Y t6i 1a ba &y chic chén s& doi lam theo nhirng diéu ba 4y mudn. Va
du ba Drake thich nhitng y twdng t6i vach ra, thi ba ta cling s& bdng dung

doi hdi thay doi theo ki€u khéac. Ki€u veon tAm thwong, thye dung, ton



kém va mau me chealng han. T61 tin 1a ba Drake s€ de net t61, khdang khang
ép toi thye hién y twdng cua ba ay. R6i tdi s€ khong dong v, va chiing toi
thé nao cling s€ cai va. Vay nén tém lai, t6t hon t6i nén roi khoi day truedc
khi phai to ti€ng. Va sé khong chi céi va v&i ba Drake, ma con ¢6 th€ voi
nhiéu hang x6m khac & day. Du sao t6i cling kha ¢6 ti€ng trong nghé. Toi
khong can phai 1am mai mdt chd. To6i ¢6 thé tim dwgce viéc bat cir noi nao
& nwde Anh, hay biét dau sang cé cing Normandy hodc Brittany cta Phap.”

“Noi nao d6 ma anh c6 th€ cai thién hay gidi ctru thién nhién? Noi nao
d6 anh c¢6 the thtr nghiém hodc dwa vao nhirng gidng cay ky quic ma chwa
ai ddm trong trudc ddy, noi nao ma ning khong qud rit va bing tuyét
khong qua khic nghiét? Mot dai da't cin d€ anh mot Tan nira tin hwdng
niém vui dwgc lam chang Adam dén khai pha? Khong phdi anh ldc nao
ctung ludn chéan ludn tay hay sao?”

“Toi chwa & chd nao 1au cd.”

“Anh da di Hy Lap bao gio’ chwa?”

“R6i. T6i cling mudn quay lai Hy Lap Ian ntra. Bing vay, c6 cdi gi ddy
ra't dac biét & d6. Mot khu veon trén trién d6i Hy Lap. Trong d6 c6 the€ cé
vai cay béch, ngoai ra chfmg c6 gi nhiéu. Thém chit d4 cin nita. Nhung
n&u 6ng mudn, thi né con c6 the hon thé phai khong?”

“Mot khu veon cho cédc vi than di dao...”

“Piing r6i. Ong qua 1a ngwdi biét doc suy nghi ngwdi khdc, ding khong
ngai Poirot?”

“Gi4 ma dugec nhe vay. C6 ra't nhi€u chuyén t61 mudn bi€t nhwng chéng
th€ nao bi€t dwoec.”

“Ong lai chuyén sang @@ tai chan ngét, c6 phai khong?”



“Khong may la vay.”

“Padt nha, gi€t ngwoi va dot te?”

“Pai loai la vay. To1 khong nghi c6 chuyén dot nha. No1 tdi nghe, anh
Garfield, anh da & day lau, anh c6 bi€t mdt chang trai tén la Lesley

Ferrier?”

“Co, t0i c¢6 nh& anh ta. Anh ta teng lam cho mot van phong luat sw tw
van & Medchester phai khong? Fullerton, Harrison va Leadbetter. Nhan
vién cdp dwdi trong van phong, hay dai khdi vdy. MOt anh chang banh
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bao.

“Anh ta ma't dot ngot, phai khong?”

“Pung vay. Bi dam chét mot t6i. Dinh dé€n phu nw, t6i nghe néi vay. C6
v& moi ngwdi déu tin rang canh sat biét o ai 13 hung thi, nhung khong tim
da bang ching d€ budc toi. Anh ta c6 diay dwa déh mot phu nit tén 1a
Sandra, ty nhién t6i khong th€ nh¢ dwgrc ho tén ddy du cha ba ta, Sandra gi
dé6. Chdong 1am chu quan reou trong vung. Ba ta va ciu Lesley tré tudi ay
dan diu v&i nhau, thé r'oi Lesley chuyén sang mdt cd gdi khac. Hodc it nhat
la nguoi ta d6n the.”

“Va Sandra khong thich diéu d6?”

“Khong, tat nhién 1a khong roi. Ma ong nén bi€t, ciu Lesley ay sat gai
14m, phai qua lai d&n hai ba ¢d & quanh day roi.”

“Ta’t ca déu la cac co gdi Anh?”

“Sao 6ng lai hdi vay? Khong, t6i khong nghi anh chang &y chi gi¢i han
trong cdc c¢d gai Anh dau, mién 13 c6 von ti€ng Anh d€ ciu ta di hiéu, va
nguorc lai hi€u nhirng gi ciu ta néi 1a dwgce.”

“Vay chéc trong viing thinh thodng c6 xui't hién cdc cd gai ngoai qudc?”



“Tat nhién r'6i. Bay gio thi & dau ma khong c¢6? Céc ¢c6 d-pe - gio ho tré
thanh mot phén trong cudc sdng hang ngay cta ching ta roi. Ngwoi xau,
ngwoi dep, nguoi trung thye, ngeoi gia doi, ngwoi thi da thdao vat de gidp
nhirng ba me béan ron, ngwoi thi hoan toan v6 dung, nguoi lai khong chiu
kho dwgrc ma bo di.”

“G10ng nhw ¢6 Olga d6?”

“Nhw 6ng néi day, gidng nhw c6 Olga.”

“Lesley ¢6 quen bi€t hay gan giii v&i Olga hay khong?”

“A, héa ra 6ng dang nghi theo huwéng d6. C6, ciu ta c6 quan hé véi
Olga. T61 khong nghi ba Llewellyn-Smythe bi€t chuyén dau. Olga kha thin
trong vé chuyén nay, theo tdi. Co Ay tirng néi rat nghiém tic rang c6 mot
anh chang cd &y hy vong c6 th€ dwa vé qué de két hon. T6i khong biét liu
cé ding vay khong, hay chi 1a 1o n6i d&i. Nhw t6i néi da'y, Lesley 1a mot
anh chang hap din. T6i khong 16 cdu ta thiy gi & Olga, ¢6 ta khong dworc
xinh dep 14m. Tuy nhién...” Michael suy nghi vai gidy, roi tiép. “...cé cdi
gi d6 rd't manh liét trong con ngwoi cd gai nay. Mot chang trai ngwoi Anh
tré tudi c6 the tha’y nhw vy 12 quyén rii va hap din ching han. DAu sao thi,
Lesley van tién t&i. Cdc co ban gdi khdc clia anh ta thi khong hé vira 1ong
chut nao.”

“Thd vi ddy,” Poirot néi. “T6i nghi anh vira néi cho t6i ding thdng tin
to1 can.”

Michael Garfield nhin 6ng khé hiéu.

“Tai sao? Chuyén nay la gi vay? Cau Lesley thi lién quan gi & day? Tai
sao Ong lai mudn x&i lai qua kh?”

“Thi, c¢6 nhirng chuyén t6i mudn biét. T6i mudn hi€u moi thit bit dau

nhw thé nao. Nhung to6i vin dang mudn tim hi€u xa hon nita. Triede khi hai



ngwoi d6, Olga Seminoff va Lesley Ferrier bi mat gdp g ma ba Llewellyn-
Smythe khong bi€t kia.”

“Vé ldc A7y thi toi khong chic 1dm. Nhitng gi t6i k& chi la... thi, chi Ia
nhitng chuyén tdi biét dwoc. Tdi ting bit gip hai ngudi ho khd thuong
xuyén, nhwng Olga chwra bao gio tin twdng t6i d€'ke. Con veé Lesley Ferrier,
to1 gan nhw chflng biet gi vé clu ta.”

“T6i muén ngugc vé qua khir xa hon thé nra. Nhw t6i dwoc biét, anh ta
trng ¢6 qua khir khéng dwge trong sach.”

“Tbi ciing nghe vdy. Phai, thi, nguwdi dan & day ho k& lai nhw vdy. Ong
Fullerton vin nhan cdu ta, hy vong s& gitp cai ta quy chinh. Ong &y 12 mot
ngwoi ti t&.”

“Toi cdu ta méc phai, tdi khong nham, 13 1am gia gidy to?”

“Phai.”

“Po la pham tdi Tan dau, va t6i cé nghe con c6 tinh ti€t giam nhe. Cau
Lesley phai nudi ngwoi me bénh tit hay ngwoi cha say xin gi d6. Du sao,
cau ta da chiu phat cling nhe nhang.”

“T6i chwa trng nghe nhirng thong tin nay. Hinh nhw cdu ta Iic dau da
suyt ntra trét lot, nhung cac k& toan ki€m tra lai va phat hi€n ra cdu ta gian
1an. Téi chi bi€t 1o mo 1a vay, vi chi nghe ngwoi khac d6n qua lai. Gid mao
gidy to. Phai, d6 1a tdi danh khi két an. Gia mao.”

“Va khi ba Llewellyn-Smythe qua doi va di chic cta ba &y chuan bj
dwoc chirng thye, thi nguoi ta phat hién ra di chic &y 1a gid.”

“Ping vdy, t6i hi€u ¥ éng roi. Ong dang ghép hai sy viéc ndy thanh c6
lién quan dén nhau.”

“Mo6t anh chang suyt chit nira gid mao gid'y to thanh c6ng. Anh chang



két than voi mot ¢c6 gai, mOt ngwoi ma néu nhw ban di chic kia dwoc
chirng nhén la thit, va cd ta s€ nhan dwoc da phian gia tai khong 16.”

“Dung, ding vay, la the¢" da’y.”

“Va cd gdi cung chang trai trng pham t6i lam gid gidy to nay lai than
thi€t. Cau ta thAm chi con bdé nguoi tinh cia minh d€ di theo c6 géi ngoai
qudc ay.”

“Y ctia 6ng 14 ban di chidc 4y 12 do Lesley 1am.”

“C6 kha nang d6 ma, ding khong?”

“Moi nguwdi cho ring Olga c6 th€ did bit chwdc chit viet cia ba
Llewellyn-Smythe kha giong, nhwng t6i ludn thad'y di€m nay ra't dang ngo.
Co ta c6 vi€t thu tay thay cho ba Llewellyn-Smythe thét, nhwng t61 khong
tha’y hai nét chir gidng nhau d&n mic &y. Chura da d&€ qua mit. Nhung néu
cO ta va Lesley k€t hop lai trong vu nay, thi chuyén lai khic. T6i ddm néi 1a
anh chang da dong gép kha kha cong strc cho phi vu nay, va ¢6 1€ da twdng
chic ring né sé trét lot. Nhwng n&u thé thi I'4n dAu lam gid mao anh ta hin
da tin chic s& dn, va k&t qua 13 anh ta da TAm, vdy t6i dodn Lesley lai sai
Tam Tan ntra. T6i doan dén khi sy viéc trd nén nghi€m trong, phia cac luat
s bat dau gy kho khin va can tré, roi cac chuyén gia dwoc moi vao thaim
dinh cdc thir va bit dau dit ra cdc cau hdi, thi c¢6 18 Olga 1a ngwdi ma't tinh
thian va cdi va voi Lesley. R6i sau d6 ¢6 ta bd di, hy vong anh chang s€ 1a
nguwoi ganh trach nhiém.” Michael Garfield bong 14c @4u that manh. “Tai
sao Ong lai d&€n day va néi v&i toi ma’y chuyén nay, & ngay trong khu vwon
tuyét vori cda tdi?”

“T'61 mudn bi€t chuyén.”

“T6t hon hét 1a khong biét. Tot hon hét 1a khong bao gio bi€t. Nén d¢

yén moi chuyén nhw vay. Ping khoi goii, dao boi, hay gi diéu tra gi nira.”



“Anh ludn mudn c6 cai dep,” Hercule Poirot dap. “Mudn c6 cai dep
b:?lng moi gid. Con 61, t61 mudn sy that. Ludn ludn la sy that.”

Michael Garfield cudi phd 1én. “Ong hdy vé nha v&i cdc dng ban canh
sat cua ong di, hay d€ tdi dwoe yén trong thién duwong nhd bé nay cia toi.

H&i quy Satan, hdy cii buwéc 1én dang triede ta.”*
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CHUONG 21

Poirot budc 1én d6i. Bong dung, ong khong con cdm thid’y dau chan nira.
Suy nghi da chodn hét tam tri dng. Cam gidc cdc manh ghép da vwa khit lai,
nhitng manh ghép ma ngay tir dau 6ng da linh cdm va biét chic rang chiing
c6 mdi lién hé v&i nhau, nhung chwa biét chinh xdc bing cich ndo. Gior
day 6ng nhan ra mot m&i nguy hi€ém dang rinh rap. N6 ¢6 the ap xuéng mot
ngwoi ba't cir lic nao, tri khi ¢6 k& hoach ngén chan né. Nguy hi€m khing
khi€p.

Elspeth McKay ra ctra dén Ong.

“Nhin 6ng thit ra roi. Hay ng'6i xudng diy nghi mot chut.”

“Em trai ba ¢6 & nha hay khéng?”

“Khoéng. Cau 8y di xuéng don canh sat roi. Hinh nhe cé xdy ra
chuyén.”

“C6 chuyén gi?” Poirot gidt minh. “So'm vay sao? Khong thé thé” dwgrc.”

“Ha?” Elspeth n6i. “Y ong 1a sao?”

“Khong c6 gi. Khdng c6 gi ca. Y ba la c6 nguwdi gip chuyén sao?”

“Dung, nhung t61 khong bi€t 1a ai. Du sao thi, khi ndy Tim Raglan goi

dién va moi ciu &y xudng dwdi d6. Téi s€ pha cho 6ng mot tach tra nhé?”



“Khoéng can,” Poirot ddp, “cdm on ba ra't nhi€u, nhung t6i nghi tdi nén
vé nha.” Ong khéng th€ chju dung canh phai nudt thém mot giot tra den
nao ntra, trong dau c¢6 nghi mot cdi co d€ tranh bat lich sw. “Chan cua toi,”
ong gidi thich. “La chan cia t6i. Tdi di giay khong hop 1dm v&i dwong x4 &
qué. Gio’ chi mong dwgc thay mot doi khac.”

Elspeth McKay nhin xudng. “Phdi roi, tdi ¢6 the tha’y 1a ching khong
hop that. Gidy da béng thit chan 18m. Ma tién day, dng c6 thw. Tem nudc
ngoai. G&i te nwdc ngoai, ghi nho' thanh tra Spence chuyén gitip, Poi Qud
Thong. T61 s€ dem ra cho 6ng.”

Lat sau ba tré ra, dwa cho Poirot mdt phong thuw.

“Néu nhw 6ng khdng can phong bi nay, cé the cho tbi xin lai cho chéu
trai - no thich swu tam tem.”

“Tat nhién r'6i.” Poirot m¢ thw va dwa lai cho ba chiéc phong bi. Elspeth
cam on va quay vao nha.

Poirot mé birc thw ga'p ra doc.

Dich vu nwdc ngoai clia ngai Goby ciing xudt sic nhw dich vu trong
nwdc vay. Ngai &y da khong ti€c cong sirc tién cia va cd két qua ra't nhanh
chong.

Chinh xéc, cic k&€t qua nay khong giip dworc gi nhiéu - Poirot tir dau
cung da khong hy vong.

Olga Seminoff da khong tré vé qué hueong. Co ta khong con nguoi than
thich, nhwng ¢6 mét ngwoi ban, mot phu nir 1on tudi. Hai ngwoi ting lién
lac qua lai tuy nhién khéng thwong xuyén, d€ cip nhat cuéc song cua Olga
& Anh. Co ta ¢6 k€ minh kha hoa hgp v&i ba cha, du do6i khi ba &y doi hoi

hot cao, nhwng ciing ra't hao phong.



Nhitng birc thw cudi ciing cia Olga dé ngay da tw khoang mot nam rudi
tredre. Trong thw ¢6 dé cdp dén mot chang trai. Co ¢é ndi béng gié 1a hai
ngurdi dang cAn nhic chuyén k&t hon, nhung chang trai nay, Olga khong néi
tén, con dang ban sy nghiép, nén chwa th€’ 6n dinh ngay. Trong birc thw cud’i
cung, cO td ra ra't vui khi néi vé twong lai teoi dep cia ca hai. Khi khong
con thu tir Olga, ba ban clia ¢d tin ring cd dd k&t hon v&i chang trai ngudi
Anh d6 va thay doi dia chi. Chuyén nhw thé nay xady ra kha thweong xuyén
voi cdc cd gai sang Anh lam viéc. Néu ho cudi chdong va song hanh phic,
thi thwong ho s€ khong giri thw vEé nira.

Ba 4y dd khong lo ldng gi ca.

RA't tring khép, Poirot nghi. Lesley da nhic d&n chuyén k&t hon, nhung
c6 18 khong thuc sw nghiém tic. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe dwoc nhic dén 1a
ngudi “hdo phéng”. Lesley duorc ai d6 chu cAp tién, ¢6 the 1a tir Olga, bang
s& tién ban dau gia chu cho cd, d€'16i kéo anh ta gid mao gid'y to thay cd.

Elspeth McKay tré lai hién nha. Poirot hdi y ki€n ba vé gia thuy&t moi
quan h¢ gitra Olga va Lesley.

Ba Elspeth nghi ngo1 mot 14at. R'61 nha thong thai Ieén ti€ng:

“Né&u vay, thi ho gitr bi mat that kin ddo. Chwa bao gio ¢6 101 don dai
nao vé hai nguoi do. O nhirng noi nhw thé nay, thi binh thwong chuyén khé
ma lot dwoc.”

“Cau Ferrier qua lai voi mot phu nir ¢6 chong. C6 th€ ciu ta da dan co
gai khong ti€t 16 gi vé minh v&i ba chia.”

“Ciing c6 th€ 1im. Ba Smythe hin da biét Lesley Ferrier nay la mot ga
£0i té, nén chic s& canh bdo ¢o ta tranh xa.”

Poirot gép birc thw lai va cat vao trong tui 4o.



“T6i hy vong 6ng c6 th€ d€ té6i moi 6ng mot A'm tra.”
“Khong, khong - tdi phdi quay lai nha khach de thay giay. Ba khong biét
khi nao em trai ba s€ vé sao?”

“T6i khong biét dwore. Ho con khong néi ho moi ciu &y 1€n ¢6 viée gi.”

Poirot di bd doc theo con dwong vEé nha khach cach dé chi ¢6 vai tram
thwoe. Khi ong vira ddt chan 1én thém thi canh cira d@ md ra va ba chd nha
ctia dng, mdt quy ba vui vé, khoang hon ba mwoi tudi, bwde ra.

“Mot ba dén day tim 6ng,” ba néi. “Poi ciing da l1au roi. Té6i ndi voi ba
4y t0i khong bi€t chinh xdc 6ng di ddu hay bao gio’ 6ng vé, nhwng ba dy
nhit quyét doi. La ba Drake. Ba Ay c6 vé lo 1ang 14m, t6i nhin 12 biét. Binh
thwong ba &y von ludn binh tinh trong moi tinh huéng, nhwng gio’ tdi nght
ba dy hin dang bi sdc hay gi d6. Ba Drake dang & trong phong khach daYy.
To1 s€ pha chut tra cho 6ng, hay ong mudn uong gi khong?”

“Khong,” Poirot dap, “t6i nghi 1a khong can dau. B¢ t6i xem ba &y c6
chuyén gi tredre da.”

Ong mé cira bude vao phong khach. Rowena Drake dang ditng bén cira
s0. Ctra d6 khong hwdong ra dwong chinh phia tredc, nén ba khéng nhin
tha’y Poirot vé€. Ba Drake 14p tirc quay lai khi nghe ti€ng cira.

“Me-xw Poirot. Cudi cung 6ng da vé. Cam gidc lau that da’y.”

“Toi xin 10i, Ma-dam. To6i ghé qua Vweon Mo D4 va con trd chuyén doi
chit voi ban t6i, ba Oliver. R6i sau d6 tdi ¢6 néi chuyén véi hai ciu bé.

Nicholas va Desmond.”



A
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“Nicholas va Desmond? C6, t6i c6 biét. Toi khong biét la... Oi! Nguwoi
ta c6 the' nghi moi chuyén.”

“Ba dang hoang loan,” Poirot néi khé.

Diéu nay nim ngoai sttc twdng twong cta Poirot. Rowena Drake hoang
loan, khdng con 13 ba hoang ciia cdc sw kién, khong con dirng ra sip x&p chi
trd moi thir, va khong con dp dit quyét dinh ctia minh 1én ngwoi khac.

“Ong da biét chuyén roi, ding khong?” Ba hoi. “Oi trdi, ¢6 18 1a chwa.”

“T61 can bi€t chuyén gi co'?”

“Mot chuyén kinh khing. Cau bé dy... cau bé chét roi. Ai dé da giet
thing bé.”

“La ai chét, Ma-dam?”

“Vay la 6ng chwa bi€t chuyén roi. 6 ciing chi 1a mo6t dira tré, va toi
nghi... Oi troi o, t6i dé that ngu xuahn. L& ra t6i nén néi cho dng bit méi
phai. Gio t6i tha'y that tdi 10, toi 161 khiing khiép, vi tdi ctr nghi minh biét
moi thit trén doi nay va biét minh nén lam gi, va nghi ring... nhung tdi chi
cO y tot ma thoi. Me-xu Poirot, toi ndi that.”

“Ngo6i xudng nao, Ma-dam, ng 61 xudng ndi. Hay binh tinh lai va néi toi
nghe. C6 mot dira tré bj chét, thém mdt dira nira sao?”

“Em trai ciia ¢6 bé,” ba Drake néi. “Leopold.”

“Leopold Reynolds?”

“Ping th&. Ho tim thay thi th€ cia ciu bé trén mot con dwong gitra
ddng. Chic 1a thing bé di hoc vé va chay ra choi & con sudi gan d6. C6 ké
nao d6 da dim thing bé dudi sudi - dim dau xudng nwdc.”

“Gidng nhw cach da lam véi Joyce sao?”

“Pung, diung vay. Toi thd’y day phai la... phai la ké dién loan. Ma khong



ai bi€t ké do 1a ai, nén cang kinh khing. Khong ai bi€t gi cd. Va t6i da nghi
la to6i bi€t. Toi da thyc sy nghi... va téi dodn, phai, dieu d6 that kinh
khing.”

“Xin ba hay néi cho toi bi€t.”

“Véng, t6i mu6n néi voi 6ng. Toi da dén day chi d€ ndéi chuyén nay voi
ong. B&i vi, Oong biét di’y, ong dén gdp toi sau khi tir chd cd Elizabeth
Whittaker vé. Sau khi c¢d 4y k&€ v&i 6ng rang hinh nhw tdi bj giat minh vi
diéu gi d6. Ring tdi dd nhin thay gi doé. O hanh lang, trong nha t6i. T61 da
néi rang t6i khong nhin thay gi ca, va khong bi giat minh vi gi hét, béi vi,
Ong biét da’y, t6i da nghi...” ba dwng loi.

“Ba da nhin thdy gi?”

“Lé ra to6i nén k€ v&i Ong ngay lic &y mdi phédi. T6i nhin thdy cira
phong doc mé& ra, mé mot cach kha nhe nhang va - sau d6 clu ta budc ra.
That ra khong phai 12 di hin ra ngoai, ma cdu ta bude ra, dirmg & 167 di va
sau d6 nhanh chéng kéo cdnh ctra ding sau lung r6i quay tré vao phong.”

“La ai vay?”

“Leopold. Leopold, chinh 13 thing bé vira m&i bi gi¢t. Nén ong thay
d&y, n&u nhu tdi k&€ cho dng ngay, c6 18, biet dau 6ng dd tim ra sy tinh ding
sau do.”

“Ba nghi sao?” Poirot hoi. “Ba nghi Leopold gi€t chi n6. C6 phai nhw
vay khong?”

“Vang, dung la t61 da nghi the". Ngay luc &y thi khong, td't nhién roi, vi
t6i dAu biét co bé bj giet. Nhung liic Ay miit thang bé nhin ra't ranh manh.
Tw tredec d€n nay né da ludn 1a mot dira ranh ma. Theo ki€u khi€n 6ng hoi
so SO, Vi ¢6 cdm gidc nhw né khong dworc, khong dwoe lwong thién 14m.

Moét dira tré thong minh, IQ cao, nhwng dau 6¢c khong dwoe binh thwong.



Tdi da thiac mic ‘sao Leopold lai tir trong d6 bwdc ra ma khong phai & chd
trd choi Rdng tap nhi?’ r'oi lai ty hdi ‘thing bé lai bay tro gi ma nhin né ¢
vé gian gian?’ va r'oi, thi, sau do téi khong nghi dé€n nira, nhwng tbi cir thay
gwong mit Leopold ldc d6 khién t6i khé chju. Thé nén tdéi méi lam roi
binh hoa. Elizabeth da gitp t6i thu nhat manh thiy tinh, r'éi téi quay lai
phong choi Rong tap va khong nhé dé€n nira. Cho dén khi chiing t6i tim ra
Joyce. Vay nén lic do t61 da nghi...”

“Ba nghi Leopold la tha pham?”

“Phai. Pung vy, ding la t6i da nghi vay. T6i nghi vi chuyén nay ma
guwong mat Leopold méi gian manh nhw vdy. Téi ¢ nghi la t6i da biét ké
giét nguwdi 12 ai. Toi ludn ludn cho ring... ca doi tdi cit nghi 13 minh biét
moi chuyén, rang toi luén ludn ding. Nhung thit ra, ciing c6 ldc toi sai. Vi,
ong bigt diy, thing bé bj giét chirng td chuyén c6 1& khong nhw tdi nghi.
Leopold c6 1€ da vao trong phong, va hin da nhin tha’y chi gai minh da
chét, nén thing bé bi soc khing khi¢p va cuc ky so hdi. Vy nén ciu &y
mudn ra khdi phong ma khéng bi ngwoi khac nhin thay. Téi doan Leopold
ngang 1én va nhin thdy tdi nén da trd vao phong va déng cwra lai, doii cho
dén khi 167 di ving ngudi méi bude ra. Nhung khdng phai 14 vi ciu bé da
gi€t chi minh. Khong. Ma 1a vi bi s6¢ vi phat hi€én chi minh da chét?”

“Vay ma ba di im ling? Ba d3 khong hé nhic d&n chuyén minh nhin
thd’y nguwoi ra vao, ngay ca sau khi cdi chét Joyce dwore phat hién.”

“Khéng. Tbi, &, téi khong the. Thing bé &y... Ong thay ddy, con qud
nhd, thyc sy 1a con qua nhd, toi nghi gio thi t6i ¢6 the néi ra dwore chuyén
ndy. C4u ta méi chi muoi tudi. Mudi, hay cling 1dm 12 mudi mot, y tdi 1a
t6i da nghi thang bé con qua nhd dai, chwa hi€u hanh dong minh lam, c6 the

khong phai hoan toan 12 18i clia thing bé. Vé mit dao dirc thi thing bé dau



th€ chiju trach nhiém dwoce. Leopold von 1a mot dira tré nghich ngo'm, ranh
manh, va toi da nghi cu bé cd th€ dwoc dwa di diéu tri. Chir khong phai 1a
giao cho canh sat. Khong phai la dwa ciu bé vao treong gido dwong. Toi da
nghi thing nhd c6 th€ dwoc dwa di didu tri tam 1y dic biét, néu céan thiét.
T6i chi mudn c6 y tdt. Ong phai tin 15 tdi, tdi chi ¢ ¥ tot.”

Nhirng 1oi nay nghe that dau long, Poirot nghi, nhitng 1o’i 1€ budn nha't
the€” gian.

Duwong nhw doc dwore suy nghi trong dau 6ng, ba Drake 1én tié€ng:

“Pung vay, lai 1a nhitng loi “T6i da 1am vay chi vi mong di€u tdt nhat
thoi’, hay “Tdi chi ¢6 ¥ t6t’. C6 nhitng ngwdi ludn nghi ring minh biét diéu
gi td't nha't cho ngwoi khac, nhung ky thye, ho khong hé biét. Bdi vi, 1y do
ciu bé td ra stng st d&n mic Ay chic chin 12 ciu ta da nhin thay k& giét
ngwoi, hodc nhin thd'y dd'u vé&t nao do ti€t 10 chan twong ké giét nguoi, dén
mirc khién k& d6 cam tha’y bat an. VAy nén, hin di doi thoi co khi thang
bé chi ¢c6 modt minh va ra tay dim chét dwdi sudi nwdc d€ bit miéng nd, d€
khong ai c6 th€'1€n ti€ng. Gid ma tdi da ndi ra chuyén nay, gia ma toi ke hét
cho 6ng hodc canh sat, hay cho bat cir ai, nhwng t6i cir nghi minh biét hét
moi th.”

Poirot ng6i yén ling mdt hdi, nhin ba Drake dang c& ging kim ti€ng
nirc nd, r'oi 1én ti€ng:

“M&i hom nay thoi, t6i nghe néi cdu Leopold gan day ra't rdng rinh tién
bac. Chéc chén ai d6 da tra tién d€ cdu bé im ling.”

“Nhung ai? La ai m&i dugc?”

“Chiing ta s€ tim ra thoi,” Poirot qua quyét. “Ciing s€ khong lau dau.”



CHUONG 22

Con nguoi Hercule Poirot vén khéng quen hoi ¥ kién nguoi khic. Ong
thwong kha hai long v&i suy dodn cda chinh minh. Tuy nhién, cling da c6
vai ngoai 1&. Va T4n nay ciing vay. Poirot ban bac ngin gon cling Spence,
roi ong lién hé voi mot cong ty dich vu thué xe 6 t0, sau d6 6ng quay lai
ban ti€p v&i dng ban cia minh va diéu tra vién Raglan r'o6i 1én xe roi di.
Poirot dat xe dwa minh vé London, nhung trén dwong di ¢6 ghé qua mot
di€m, 6ng dén treong Elms. Poirot dén tai x& 6ng s€ khong ghé 1au, nhiéu
nh't cling chi mwei 1am phiit, r'6i vao xin gap ¢6 Emlyn.

“Xin thi 16i vi lam phién c6 vao gio ndy. Chic hin day la gio c6 dung
bura.”

“Khong phién dau, toi ludn tin ring Me-xi Poirot s& khong bao gio 1am
phién t6i ding gio’ dn t6i n€u nhw 6ng Ay khong ¢6 1y do chinh dang.”

“C0 that ti t€. Xin thd thyc, tdi d&€n xin ¢6 101 khuyén.”

“That sao?”

Co6 Emlyn hoi ngac nhién. Bing hon ¢6 nhin vé h'6 nghi.

“Nghe khong giong 6ng 1am, thuwa Me-xi Poirot. Khong phdi 13 dng
thwong ty suy luén sao?”

“Pung, t6i thwong cé suy dodn riéng ciia minh, nhwng t6i s€ thay c6



chiit an 1ong n€u nhirng nguwoi tdi ton trong y ki€n cling d6ng tinh voi cac
suy doén ay.”

C6 Emlyn khoéng dap, nhin 6ng vé chor dori.

“T6i biét ai dd giet Joyce Reynolds,” Poirot néi. “Va tdi tin rang co ciing
bi€t dé la ai.”

“T6i chwa ting néi vay,” ¢6 Emlyn ndi.

“Khong. C khong hé néi ra. Vi thé nén tdi tin ring d6i v&i co, d6 méi
chi doeng & murc suy doan.”

“Mot linh cdm?” ¢d Emlyn héi lai, vé lanh ling chwa ting tha'y.

“T6i s& khong dung tir d6. T6i ddm néi rang c6 dd cé suy dodn chéc
chén.”

“Né&u 6ng da néi vay thi toi xin thira nhan t6i di suy dodn chic chin vé
hung tha. Nhwng nhw vay ciling khong cé nghia 1a tdi phai néi ra suy nghi
trong dau ctia minh cho 6ng biét.”

“Thwa mdt-do-moa-den, t6i chi xin vi€t bon tr xuéng mot tor gidy, va
héi liéu ¢6 c6 d6ng y v&i bon tr Ay hay khdng ma thoi.”

C6 Emlyn ding day, di d&n chié€c ban gidy & géc bén kia cin phong, 18y
mot to gidy tring va quay lai dwa cho Poirot.

“Ong 1am t6i to md,” ¢d néi. “Bdn tir.”

Poirot rit cay biit trong tdi ra va vi€t xudng to’ gid'y, roi can than gap lai
va dwa cho cd. C6 Emlyn mé ra doc.

“Vay 1a?” Poirot hoi.

“C6 hai tw trong day tdi dong tinh, ding vay. Hai tw con lai thi khé hon.
Thu thyce tdi khdng c6 bang chitng, va ciing chwa hé nghi dén.”

“Nhung v&i hai ttr dau tién, c6 da nim chic bing chirng?”



“T6i tin 1a vay, phai.”

“Nuwdce,” Poirot néi, vé nghi ngoi. “Ngay khi nghe dé€n nd, c6 da biét la
ai. Toi cling vay. Co di biét chéc, tdi ciing chic chin. Vay gio thi,” Poirot
ndi, “lai thém mot cdu bé mdi bi chét dudi dudi con sudi. Co da nghe tin
roi chw?”

“Co, ngwoi ta da goi dién cho t6i. Em trai ctia Joyce. Lam thé nao cau bé
lai lién quan & day?”

“Cau bé mudn tién,” Poirot ndi. “Va da nhan dwoe. R'6i sau do, khi thoi
co’ thich hop, cdu bé bj chét dudi dwdi con sudi.”

Poirot binh thdn néi, giong khong thay ddi, cé chiing ciing chi gay git
hon, chit khéng hé dju di. Ong tiép:

“Ngudi néi cho toi biét chuyén nay, 1y tri cia nguoi d6 da bi long tric
an che mo. Tinh than ban loan. Nhwng t6i thi khong vdy. Nan nhan con nho
tudi, 12 dia tré thir hai bj sat hai, nhwng c4i chét ctia thing bé khong phai 12
mot tai nan. Ma ky thyce, cling nhw moi sy trén doi, 1a hdu qua tir cac hanh
dong ctia né. Cau ta mudn tién va da chadp nhan rai ro. Ciu ta di thong
minh, va dd ranh méanh d& higu ring minh dang mao hiém, nhung cu ta lai
can tién. DU m&i chi mwoi tudi nhung cling phai chiu luat nhan qua nhw
nhirng nguoi 1on ba meei, ndam muoi hay chin meoi tuoi. Co ¢6 bi€t wu
tién cua t6i trong nhirng trrong hop thé nay 1a gi khong?”

“T6i dodn,” cd6 Emlyn ddp, “ong quan tAm dé&n cong ly hon 1a long tric
an.”

“Long tric ah,” Poirot néi, “theo toi chealng gitp do dwore gi cho Leopold.
Cau ta da d&n mirc vo phwong ctru gidp roi. Cong 1y, n€u nhw ching ta 18y
lai dworc cong 1y, cd va tdi 4y, thi sao? Vi tdi ciing tin ring ¢ ciing c6 cling

cach suy nghi voi tdi trong viéc nay. S€ cé ngwoi néi cong 1y cling chang



gilip duoc gi cho Leopold. Nhwng né ¢6 the gitp cho nhirng Leopold khéc,
no6 c6 the€ gitr mang s6ng cho nhirng dira tré khac, néu nhw ching ta gianh
dwoc cong 1y kip thoi. Pay khdng phai mot viéc an toan. Tén sat nhan da
trng xudng tay hon mét I'dn nhw vay. D61 vai ké do, giét chéc 1a mdt bién
phdp dam bao an toan. Gio tdi dang trén dwong trd lai London gdp mot vai
ngwoi d€ ban bac cach xi 1y. Ping hon 1a d€ thuyét phuc ho tin theo suy
doén cua t6i [4n nay.”

“Ong sé& giip kho khin da’y,” ¢6 Emlyn néi.

“Khong, t6i khong nghi vady. V& cach thirc va phwong tién d€ thuyc hién
thi ¢6 the kho, nhung t6i tin minh ¢é theé khi€n ho thay doi theo thong tin va
suy dodn clia t6i vé nhirng gi da dién ra. B&i ho ciing hi€u ro tm 1y tdi
pham. C6 mot chuyén nwra téi cling xin hdi ¢6. T6i can tham khdo y ki€n
clia ¢o6. Lan nay chi 14 quan di€m thoi, khong phdi 12 bang chirng. Quan
diém cta ¢6 Ve tinh cach cua Nicholas Ransom va Desmond Holland. Theo
cd t0i ¢6 the tin dwee hai anh chang nay khong?”

“T6i dam néi chéc chin ring ca hai déu hét sitc dang tin cdy. D6 1a ddnh
gia caa t6i. Ho nhi€u khi lam nhtrng chuyén cuc ky ngu ngd'c, nhwng chi la
trong nhirng viéc vat vanh thoi, vé co ban, ca hai déu la nhirng nguoi biét
suy nghi va dang tin. Nhw mot qua tdo khong hé ¢ sau vay.”

“Nguoi ta luon vién dén tdo trong moi chuyén,” Hercule Poirot budn ba

noi. “Gio toi phai di roi. Xe dang cho. T6i van con mot chd can ghé qua.”



CHUONG 23

“Ba da nghe chuyén xdy ra & Vwon Mo Pa chwa?” ba Cartwright néi, tay
dat mot gbi banh mi Fluffy Flakelets and Wonder White vao gid mua hang.

“Vwon Md P4 sao?” Elspeth Mckay hoi lai. “Chwa, tdi chwra nghe thay
tin gi dac biét ca.” Ba chon mot goéi ngii coc¢.

Hai ngudi phu nit dang di mua sdm budi sdng trong mdt siéu thi mdi
mo.

“Ho dang khdo nhau la cay c¢6i & d6 rd't nguy hi€m. M6t vai nhan vién
1am nghiép da ¢6 mat sang nay. La & phia bén kia d6i, d6¢c & d6 rat cao va
mot cdi cdy dang bat dau nghiéng xudng. Toi dodn 1a cdi ciy &y sip do
xudng. Trén d6 tung cb cdy bi sét danh mua dong nam ngodi, nhwng hinh
nhw cdch diy xa hon. Du sao thi ho dang dao quanh céc ré cdy mot chut, va
dao khd sau. That ti&c. R'i ho s€ x&1 tung chd d6 cho xem.”

“Qi, thi,” ba Elspeth Mckay néi, “tdi nghi ho biét minh dang 1am gi. Hin
la ¢6 nguoi da goi ho dén.”

“Ho cling ctr mdt s6” canh sat dén ntra, hinh nhw d€ phong téa khu dé.
Chic 1a d€ gilr moi nguwdi tranh xa. Ho néi gi d6 vé viéc kiém tra xem cy
nao bi sdu bénh trwedre.”

“T6i hieu roi,” Elspeth Mckay dap.



C6 th€ 1a ba da hi€u that. Khong phai 1a ¢6 nguoi néi cho ba biét

chuyén, ma Elspeth 1a ngwoi khdong can ai néi ciing hi€u.

Ariadne Oliver vudt thdng biic dién tin ba m&i nhan dugc t ngudi giao &
ctra. Thong thwong ba hay nhan dién tin qua dién thoai, va phai dién cudng
luc tung khip phong d& tim mot mau but chi ghi chép lai, sau d6 mot mure
yéu cau nguoi ta phai giri thém cho ba mot ban xac nhan ndi dung. Vi qua
quen v&i cach lam d6, nén bay gior ba hoi gidt minh khi nhan dwo'c manh

gid’y ba goi 1a mot “ban dién tin thyc sy” nhw ngay xwa.

“XIN HAY PUA BA BUTLER VA MIRANDA LEN O TAI CAN HO CUA
BA NGAY LAP TUC. KHONG CON THOI GIAN NUA. QUAN TRONG
LA PHAI GAP BAC SI BE PHAU THUAT.”

Ba Oliver 14p tic di vao bé&p. Judith Butler dang ban rdon lam mén thach
moc qua.

“Judy,” ba ndi, “hay d€ da’y va di géi ghém d6 dac, tdi vé London bay
gior va ba s€ di cung t6i, ca Miranda ntra.”

“Ba that t t& khi moi chiing téi d&€n nha, Ariadne a, nhung & day t6i con
bao nhiéu viéc phai lam. Ma, ba dau cé can phai di vdi ngay hdm nay nhw
the™?”

“Cé, t6i phai 1én duwong ngay, c6 nguwdi bit tdi phai di”, ba Oliver néi.

“Ai bit ba co’, ngudi gitp viée goi ba vé sao?”

P A

“Khong,” ba Oliver ddp. “La ngwoi khac. Mot trong s6 rd't it ngwoi toi



tin tedng va nghe theo. Nao, nhanh 1én.”

“T6i khong mudn ra khoi nha bay gior. T6i khdng the di dwgrc.”

“Ba bit budc phai di,” ba Oliver cwong quyét. “Xe di sin sang. Tdi dau
triede ctra r'oi. Ching ta phai di ngay bay gio.”

“T6i khong muén dwa Miranda theo. To6i s€ gri con bé cho nha nguwoi
quen ¢ day, sang nha Reynolds hoac Rowena Drake.”

“Miranda ciing phdi di cting,” ba Oliver 14p tirc ngat 1. “Dlrng 1am mat
thoi gior ntra, Judy. Chuyén nay ra't hé trong. T6i khong hi€u sao ba cé th€
d€ c6 bé & nha Reynolds. Hai dira con nha Reynolds m&i bi sat hai daYy,
khong phai sao?”

“Phai, phai, ding r'oi. Ba nghi nha d6 c6 van dé. Y t6i 1a & d6 c6 nguoi
da... Oi, tdi dinh néi gi &y nhi?”

“Chung ta néi nhiéu qua,” ba Oliver néi. “Du sao thi,” ba thém vao,
“néu c6 ai sip bj sat hai nira, thi tdi thdy khd ning cao nhat 12 Ann
Reynolds.”

“Nha dé bi lam sao vay nhi? Tai sao ma’y dira tré cr Tan lwot bi giét, hét
dra nay dén dira khac? Oi, Ariadne, that 1a dang s¢!”

“Phai,” ba Oliver néi, “nhwng chuyén s¢ hai d6 hay d€ lic khac. T6i mai
nhin dwoc mdt birc dién tin va tdi phai hanh ddng ngay.”

“0, sao toi khong nghe tha'y ¢6 chudng dién thoai goi dén.”

“Khoéng phdi qua dién thoai, ma 1a qua nhan vién giao di€n tin.” Ba
Oliver chidn chtr mét chit, roi gior ra cho ban xem,

“Vay nghia 12 sao? Phau thuat?”

“C6 th€ la amidan,” ba Oliver dap. “Tuan tredc Miranda bi swng hong,

c6 phai khong? N€u vay thi, tot hon hét cd bé nén dwoc dwa di gap bac si



chuyén vé hong & London?”

“Ba co phat dién roi khong, Ariadne?”

“Co6 the€,” ba Oliver dap, “dién dén phat cudong r'oi. Nhanh 1én. Miranda
s& thich di London choi 14m. Ba khong can phai lo dau. C6 bé s& khong
phai chiu phiu thuat gi dau. D6 chi 1a cdi ¢& thdi, goi 12 ‘vd boc’ che mit
trong may truyén gian di¢p ay. Ching ta s€ dwa c6 bé di xem phim, hodc
nghe hat, hay moi thir theo khau vi n6 thich. N6i chung, t6i nghi hay nha't 1a
dwa c6 bé di xem ballet.”

“T6i bit dau thay s¢,” Judith lo ldng néi.

Ariadne Oliver nhin ban ctia minh. Ngwoi ba Butler run nhé nhe. Lic
nay trong ba gidng mot nir than nwdc hon bao gio hét, Ariadne Oliver
thAm nghi, nhw th€ ba &y dang budc ra khdi khung canh pham tran xung
quanh vay.

“Pi thodi nao,” ba Oliver giuc gia, “t6i da hira vori Hercule Poirot 1a t6i s€
dwa ba di khi nao 6ng &y thong bdo. Gio thi, 6ng &y da bdo tin r6i.”

“Chuyén gi dang xay ra & chon nay vay? Judith thot 1€n. “T6i khong
hi€u sao h'6i tredc minh lai dé€n day ntra.”

“Do1 khi to1 cling thic méc tai sao ba lai chon chd nay,” ba Oliver noi,
“nhung chuyén chon noi & ciing khé ma hi€u dwoc. Téi ¢6 mdt 6ng ban
h6i tred'e da don d&€n mot noi tén 1a Moreton-&-gitra-dam-Tay*. T6i hai tai
sao dng ta lai mudn sdng & noi nhw vay, thi ban toi tra 161 ring 6ng &y ludn
mong wde va lén k& hoach cho cudc sdng & d6. Ngay khi nghi hwu, ong 8y
s€ don d&n ¢&. To6i nbi du ban than chwa d&€n d6 bao gio, nhwng nghe né c6
vé am thap Ty 16i qua. Ngoai doii ¢6 that 1a né nhw vay khdng nhi? Ban toi
néi 6ng &y khéng rd, nhung van ludn ao wéc dén dé &. Ong Ay dau 6¢

cling kha binh thwong.”
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“Vay cudi cung 6ng ta c6 dén dé khong?”

“Co.”

“Va 6ng ta thich & d6?”

“Cai do thi toi van chwa nghe tin gi,” ba Oliver néi. “Nhung con nguoi
ding 1a ky quic, phai khong? C6 nhirng thir ngwoi ta mudn lam, ¢é nhirng
tht ho lai nhat dinh phai lam bing dwoc...”

Ba Oliver ra viron va goi 1on: “Miranda, chiing ta sip stra di London.”

Miranda tw twr ti€n lai gan.

“Pi London sao a?”

“Ba Ariadne s€ lai xe dwa ching ta 1€n d6,” me ¢ bé ndi. “Chiing ta sé
di choi va xem kich. Ba Oliver nghi can mua vé xem mua ballet ntra. Con
¢6 muon di xem mua ballet khong?”

“Con thich 1dm,” Miranda néi. Mt co bé sang birng 1én. “Con phai di d&
chao tam biét mdt ngwoi ban tredre da.”

“Ching ta s€ di ngay bay gio.”

“Oi, con s& khong di 1au dau, nhwng con phai thdng bdo cho ban. C6 vai
chuyén con da htra 1a s€ lam.”

Co0 bé chay vao veon va bi€n ma't sau canh cong.

“Ban Miranda la ai vay?” ba Oliver hoi, vé to mo.

“Tdi ching bao gi¢r biét dwoe,” Judith tra 15i. “Con bé ching bao gio k&
chuyén gi ca, ba bi€t da’y. Nhi€u lic t6i nghi cé khi ddm ban con bé néi la
G chim né gdp trong rirng. Hodc con séc nao d6. T6i thdy ai cling ¢6 vé
quy con bé, nhung né khong thue sy c6 ban. Y tdi 1a chealng bao gio’ thd’y né
dwa cd bé nao vé nha dung tra hay gi ca. Ciing khong cé bé gdi nao ra né di

choi. Toi nghi ban than nhat cia Miranda cé 1€ 1a Joyce Reynolds.” Ba



Butler ngwng lai, r'éi mo h'6 néi thém. “Joyce thwong hay k€ cho con bé
nghe nhtrng chuyén ky quai thd vi vé dam voi va hg.”

R'6i ba dung day.

“Gior thi, ¢6 1€ toi phai di chuan bi hanh 1y, nhw ba néi. Nhung tdi van
khong mudn di xa lic nay. Con c6 ra't nhiéu viéc t6i dang lam dang do,
nhwr moén thach va...”

“Ba phai di,” ba Oliver cvong quyét.

Judith 1én T4u r'6i quay tré xuéng véi may chi€c vali hanh 1y. Ping ldc
d6, Miranda ciling chay vao nha tw ctra bén, gan nhw hut hoi.

“Chtng ta khdng an trra triedre sao a?” cd bé hoi.

Du bé ngoai Miranda nhin manh mai nhw mét yéu tinh ring, nhung c6
bé van 1a mot dira tré khoe manh va ham &n udng.

“Ching ta s€ dwng d€ an trira ngang dwong,” ba Oliver ndi. “Chiing ta sé
dwng & quan The Black Boy & Haversham. Pén d6 la vwa ding gior an,
cach day chi khoang bon mwoi lam phat thdi, va ho phuc vu btra trra kha
ngon. Pi nao, Miranda, chiing ta phai di bay gio.”

“Chau khong kip néi voi Cathie ngay mai chdu khong cung ban &y di
xem tranh dwoc. A, chdu s& goi dién cho ban &y viy.”

“Nao, nhanh lén,” me cod bé thuc giuc.

Miranda chay dén chi€c dién thoai dit trong phong khéach. Judith va ba
Oliver chuyén vali vao trong xe. C6 bé chay ra khéi phong khach.

“Con d¢€ lai 1&i nhin roi,” ¢o6 bé vira néi vira thd hon hén. “Gio da
xong.”

“T6i nghi ba phat dién réi, Ariadne a,” ba Judith néi khi hai ngwoi ng'6i

vao xe. “Dién that roi. Tt cd nhirng chuyén nay la sao?”



“bén luc do, ching ta s€ biet thoi, to1 nghi vay,” ba Oliver dap. “To6i
khong biét 1a t6i dién hay O6ng &'y nwra.”
“Ong ay? Ai co?”

“Hercule Poirot,” ba Oliver noi.

O London, Hercule Poirot ngo6i trong mot can phong cung bén ngwoi dan
ong khac. Mot la diéu tra vién Tim Raglan, ng6i nghi€ém chinh va gwong
mdt khong bi€u cdm, nhw ban tinh tr tred'c d&n nay ctia anh chang mdi khi
¢ mat cap trén; nguwoi thi hai 1a thanh tra Spence. Nhan vat thir ba la
Alfred Richmond, Céanh sat tredng hat va cudi cing la mdt ngwoi dan 6ng
gwong mét goc canh, dai dién luat phap dén tr van phong dy vién cong td'.
Mdi ngw¢i nhin Hercule Poirot vé&i vé mit khdc nhau, nhwng twu trung, c6
the mo ta 1a déu vo cam.

“Ngai c6 vé chic chin, Me-xir Poirot.”

“T6i thue sw chic chin,” Hercule Poirot ddp. “Khi sy viéc di dién ra
theo mdt trinh tw nha't dinh, va chidng ta tim ra ding trinh ty d6, thi ta chi
can tim nhirng ly 1€ phan bién lai n6. N&u khong tim dwoe, tirc 1a ¢6 the
chic chin phdn dodn ctia minh I ding.”

“T6i phai ndi 1a, cac ddng co’ nay ¢ vé hoi phirc tap.”

“Khong hé,” Poirot dap, “thwc sy khong hé phirc tap. Ma ngworc lai, qua
don gidn khi€n nguwoi khac khdng nhin ra r6 rang dwgc.”

Vi dai dién phdp 1y to vé nghi ngo.

“Chitng ta s€ som c¢6 chirng cr chac chan ngay thdi,” diéu tra vién



Raglan néi. “Tat nhién, n€u cd sai fam & day...”

“Chuodng vang dinh doong, chc”;ng coO chu meo nao roi xudng giéng?”
Poirot néi. “Y ong 1a & d6?”

“Thi, dng chic cling thAy n6 nghe giong nhwr dodn mo that.”

“Céc bing ching déu chi hét vé hudng &y. Khi mot cd gai mat tich,
thwong 1y do khong nhiéu. M6t 1a ¢6 &y bd di theo dan 6ng. Hai 1a ¢6 &y da
chét. C4c nguyén nhan con lai thwdng han hiru va ¢an nhu ching bao gid
xay ra.”

“Khong ¢6 can ctr cu th€ nao 6ng c¢6 th€ cung cAdp cho ching toi sao,
Me-xuw Poirot?”

“C6. Toi da lién hé voi mot hang bat dong san noi ti€ng. Ho 1a ban be
cua toi, chuyén phu trach kinh doanh nha da't & cac khu viec West Indies,
bo bién Aegean, bi€n Adriatic, Pia Trung Hai va mdt vai noi khac. Ho
chuyén vé nhitng ving dit ning gié ngip tran va khach hang cta ho
thwong ra't giau c¢6. Pay la mot phi vu mua ban ma cac ngai ¢6 the quan
tam.”

Poirot dwa ra mot to’ gid’y gap lam doi.

“Ong nghi céi nay c6 lién quan d&n vu 4n?”

“T6i chic chin 1a ¢6.”

“T6i twdng chinh quyén ¢ day nghi€m ca'm viéc mua ban dao?”

“Tién thwong ludn biét cach tim dwore 161 di riéng.”

“Ong khong d€ tam tim hi€u d&n dau mdi nao khic nira sao?”

“Né&u dwoc thi trong vong hai muoi tw gid t&i toi s& ¢6 thém mot bang
chirng xéac nhan ntra cho cac 6ng.”

“Vadola...””



“Mo6t nhan chirng.”

“Y cta ong...”

“Mot nhan chirng ¢6 mat tai hién treong mét vu an.”

Dai dién phap 1y nhin Poirot v&i vé hoai nghi ngay cang hién r6.

“Nhan chirng d6 gio’ dang & dau?”

“Pang trén dwong dén London, tdi hy vong, va cling tin la vay.”

“Ong c6 v&... bat an.”

“Pung vay. Toi da 1am nhitng gi c6 th€ d& sdp x&p moi chuyén dau vao
da’y, nheng xin thd thee vdi cdc ngai, toi dang rit lo s¢r. Ding vay, tdi van
ra't s¢r, bat k€ da dung moi bién phdp phong ngwa. B&i vi, cdc ngai thay
da’y, ching ta... phdi néi th& nao nhi? Ching ta dang chdng lai mot ké hét
stec tan nhin va xudng tay ra't mau le, vdi 1ong tham vt gici han xa nhit
ctia con ngwoi, va cd 1€... téi khong biét diéu nay cé ding khong, nhwng
dau hin con c6 chit, ching ta phai goi 13, dién cudng. TAt ca déu khong
phai 1a ban tinh tt khi sinh ra, ma dwoc dung dwong tie tee. MOt hat mam
X4u xa d3 cdm ré va Ién ra't nhanh. Va gio’ né da chiém tron va diéu khién
con nguoi 4y, lan tda trong dau 6¢c ké dé6 mot 167 suy nghi phi nhan tinh d&i
voi mang s6ng.”

“Viéc nay chiing ta s€ can phai ban bac, tim hie¢u thém,” vi dai dién phap
Iy néi. “Chuing ta khong th€ vdi va dwoe. TAt nhién, con phu thude rat
nhiéu vao, ¢, cong tac 1am nghiép kia. Néu két qua la ding, ching ta s€
phéi xem xét [an nwa.”

Hercule Poirot dirng day.

“Gio toi phai di. Toi da cho cac ngai biét moi chuyén tdi bi€t va moi

diéu toi lo sor va dang phdi dwong du, tdi chic chin s& gilr lién lac v&i cdce



ngai.”

Ong trinh trong bit tay tirng nguoi, lich thiép theo phong thdi chau Au,
roi roi di.

“Ong thdm t& nay c6 vé 1a mot tay lang biam lra ddo,” dai dién ty vién
cong t0 1én ti€ng. “Cac ngai c¢6 tha'y dng ta hoi khong binh thwong khéng?
Y toi 12 vé d4u 6c Ay? Du sao dng ta ciing c6 tudi roi. Toi khong nghi
chiing ta c6 th€ dya vao dau 6¢ clia mot 6ng 1on tudi nhw vay.”

“Toi nghi ngai c6 the tin cdy ong &y,” vi Canh sét tredng néi. “It nhat,
thi theo kinh nghiém cta tdi. Spence, toi biét ong da 1au. Ong ciing 12 ban
ctia 6ng 4y. Ong c6 tha’y 6ng Ay bt dau 14m c4m r'o6i khong?”

“Khong, khong he,” thanh tra Spence n6i. “Con anh nghi sao, Raglan?”

“T6i chi m&i gdp 6ng &y gan day thoi, thwa ngai. Ban dau tdi nghi ong
ay... thi, cach 6ng ta n6i chuyén, nhirng y twdng cua 6ng ay, c6 phan hoi
quai di. Nhung xét cho cung, toi1 da bi thuy€t phuc. To1 tin ti€p tuc s€ co

bang chirng chitng minh 6ng 4y diing.”



CHUONG 24

Ba Oliver ng6i thu minh bén ban an sat ctra s trong quan The Black Boy.
Vi vAn con sém nén phong dn chwa dong 14m. Lic nay, Judith Butler tré lai
ban sau khi di trang di€m lai va ng'6i xudng gh& ddi dién ba, bat dau mé
thwe don chon mon.

“Miranda thich mén gi?” Oliver hdi. “Chung ta c¢6 th€ goi mén cho con
bé Iudn. Tdi nghi nd s€ so'm quay lai ngay thoi.”
“Con bé thich mon ga quay.”
“Thé thi dé roi. Con ba thi sao?”
“To1 cing s€ goi mon do.”
“Vay la ba phan ga quay,” ba Oliver goi mon.
R'6i ba dya lung ra ding sau, nhin nhw xody vio ngudi ban trrde miit.
“Sao lai nhin t6i chim chim nhw vay?”’
“To61 dang nghi,” ba Oliver dap.
“Nghi gi co'?”
“Rang thyc ra toi biét vé ba rat it.”
“Thi, ai ma chang vdy, c6 phai khong?”

“Y ba 1a khong ai thyc sy biét ti't ca vé nguoi khéc.”



“Dung vay.”

“C6 1€ 1a ba néi ding,” ba Oliver ndi.

Ca hai ngwoi phu nir ng6i im lang mot lidc.

“(Y day ho phuc vu that cham chap.”

“M6n dn chic 1a sip 1én r'éi,” ba Oliver néi.

C6 b6i ban bung d&€n mot khay day dia thirc an.

“Miranda lau that da’y. Con bé c6 bi€t phong an & dau khong?”

“Cé, chic chén 1a c6. Chiing tdi d nhin thay khi vao diy.” Judith voi
vang ding day. “To6i phai di 16i n6 vé moi dwoc.”

“T61 khong bi€t co bé cd bi say xe khong.”

“H6i né con nho thi c6.”

Judith quay lai sau vai phuit.

“Con bé khong c6 & trong nha vé sinh ntt. Trong d6 ¢6 mot canh ctra dan
ra voeon. C6 1€ con bé lai ra ngoai d6 coi chim chéc hay gi d6. N6 hay vay
18m.”

“Hom nay khong c6 thoi gior @& ngdm chim chéc roi,” ba Oliver néi.

“Ba di goi con bé vé di. Chiing ta phai di som.”

Elspeth McKay dung nia duc 16 1én ma’y mi€ng xtc xich, roi dit ching vao
khay nwdng, cho vao td lanh. Xong xudi, ba quay lai got khoai tay.
Chuong dién thoai reo.

“Ba McKay? T61 ha si Goodwin day. Em trai ba c6 nha khong?”



“Khong. HOm nay em t61 da di London.”

“T6i goi cho 6ng &y & d6, nhung 6ng &y da di ma't r'oi. Khi nao em trai
ba tré lai, xin hay bdo v&i 6ng &y ching tdi da c¢6 két qua, va ding 1a vay.”

“Y 6ng la, da tim tha'y mot thi the trong giéng nwde?”

“Xem ra gitr kin mi¢ng chzatng dwoc ich gi. Tin tirc dé lan ra ro6i.”

“La a1 vay? CO 6-pe d6 a?”

“C6 vé la the’.”

“That t6i nghi€p,” ba Elspeth n6i. “Co ay ty nhdy xudng d6 hay sao?”

“Khong phai 12 ti tik... co ta bj dao ddm. C6 vé chic chén 12 mot vu giét

ngwoi”

Tha'y me minh roi khdi nha vé sinh ntt, Miranda dori thém mdt hai phiit
ntta. Sau do c6 bé cin thAn mé ctra, rén rén bude ra, mé canh cira hong dan
ra khu veon ngay bén canh va chay xudng con dwong trong vweon, bang
qua sin sau clia mot ngbi nha trede day tung 1a nha tro qua dém, va gio’ la
mot garage. CO bé trén ra bang 167 cira nhd cho phép ngudi di bo budc
xudng con dwong bén ngoai. Xa phia cudi dwong c6 mot chiéc xe 6 t6
dang d4u. Mot nguoi dan 6ng v&i cap 16ng may xdm va hang rau quai nén
nga bac dang ng'di bén trong doc bdo. Miranda m¢ ctra va tréo vao ghé€ bén
canh tai x&. C6 bé cwoi pha 1én.
“Nhin tirc cwoi qua!”

“Citr coi cho da di, chang ai cad'm dau.”



Xe bat dau chay, xudi theo con duong, r& phai, roi ré sang trdi, 1& phai
Tan ntra r'6i di xudng con dwong nhd.

“Chtng ta van con thoi gian,” ngedi dan 6ng rAu xam néi. “Dén lic d6,
chau s€ dwoce thay cdp riu &y. Va Kilterbury Down nira. Canh dep tuyét
voi.”

Mot chiéc 6 td lao vt ho sdt dén ndi ca hai bj ép g4n st Te.

“M4&Yy thing oét con ngu xuah,” ngudi dan o6ng la 1én.

Trong xe mot thanh nién téc dai cha'm vai va deo mot cdp kinh tron 1on
nhw mét cd. Gi con lai nhin ¢ nét TAy Ban Nha v&i téc mai dai.

“Lo me chau lo thi sao a?” Miranda noi.

“Ba &y khong ¢6 thoi gian d€ lo dau. Khi d6, chau da dén dwoc noi can

dén roi.”

O London, Hercule Poirot nhi’c may. Giong ba Oliver vang lén:

“Chung t6i d€ lac ma't Miranda r'6i.”

“Lac mat, y balasao?”

“Chung toi an trwa & The Black Boy. C6 bé vao nha v€ sinh roi khong
thay tré ra. C6 nguoi néi tha'y cd bé leo 1én xe 6 t6 cia mot nguoi dan 6ng
1om tudi. Nhung ciing ¢6 th€ d6 khong phai 1a cd bé. C6 the€ 1a mot nguoi
khac. Cé...”

“Lé ra ludén phai c6 ngwoi & bén canh ¢6 bé chir. Ca hai nguoi 1€ ra

khong nén d€ cd bé khua't tAm mét. T6i di néi v&i ba 1a dang ¢ nguy hiém.



Ba Butler c6 lo 1ing 14m khong?”

“T4t nhién la ba &y lo cudng 1én roi. Chir 6ng nghi sao? Ba &y dang
phat dién Ién. Ba &'y nha't quyét doi goi cho canh sat.”

“Dung vy, nén lam nhw thé”. T61 cling s€ goi cho ho.”

“Nhwng tai sao Miranda lai gdp nguy hi€m?”

“Ba khong biét sao? Gio thi ba phai biét réi chir.” Ong néi thém:
“Nguoi ta da tim tha’y thi th€. T6i m&i nghe...”

“Thi th€ nao?”

“Thi th€ trong mot cai giéng.”



CHUONG 25

“Pep qud di mat,” Miranda néi, nhin canh vat xung quanh.

Vong tron d4 Kilterbury 12 mot thing canh trong viing, dit khong may
ngwoi bi€t d&€n nhirng tan tich cia né. Cong trinh nay da bi tan pha tw nhiéu
thé’ ky triedc. Nhung né van con ldc dac vai tdng cw thach cao khong 10,
dirng vitng chii veon thing 1én bau troi, d& k€ lai lich st mot nghi 12 the
cing da bién mat tw 1au trong qua khi.

Miranda bt dau dit cau hdi:

“Sao ho lai dung ma’y hon da nay 1én lam gi a?”

“P& phuc vu cho 1& nghi. Ho tho ciing va hién t& theo 1& nghi & day.
Chau hiéu v€ hién t&, ding khong, Miranda?”

“Chau nghilacéa.”

“P6 1a viéc bit bude phai lam, chdu bigt da’y. N6 rat quan trong.”

“Y 1a, khong phai 12 mét dang tring phat sao? Ma cho mdt muc dich
khac?”

“Pung, 1a muyc dich khac. Chau chét di d€ nhirng nguoi khac dwoc song.
Ch4u chét di d& vé dep c6 the s6ng. N6 phai dién ra. N6 rat quan trong.”

“Chau cwr twdng...”



“[\J’, sao, Miranda?”

“Chau ctr nghi néu mdt ngwoi phai chét, thi s€ 1a vi nhirng gi ho lam da
cwop di sinh mang cta ngwoi khac.”

“Ai nhét vao dau chau suy nghi d6?”

“Chau dang nghi d&€n Joyce. Néu nhuw chdu khong k& cho ban &y nghe
mot chuyén, thi ban &y da khong chét, c6 phai khong?”

“C6 the’'la khong.”

“Chau ct thd’y lo k€ t khi Joyce chét. L& ra chau dau can phai k& cho
ban dYy, c6 ding khdng a? Chau da k€ vi chdu mudn tim cau chuyén nao do
déng gid d&€ k& cho ban 4Yy. Ban 4y da di An P9 va cit k€ mai vé nd - vé
dam h&, vé dan voi va nhirng tAm rém vang rong va cdc mén trang tri bang
vang khdc, cd nhitng hoa vin ctia ching nita. Va chdu ciing nghi - bdng
dwng chau mu6n c6 ai d6 khac bié€t chuyén nay, b&i vi tredc diy chau chwa
tng nghi ky vé nd.” R6i c6 bé ndi thém: “Liéu... liéu do6 cling 1a hién t&
khong a?”

“Theo mot cach nao doé thi ding.”

Miranda ti€p tuc suy tw, r'oi c6 bé ca't loi: “Pa dén ldc chwa a?”

“Mit troi van chwa ding vi tri. Cin thém khodng ndm phit ntra, co 1€
vay, r'oi sau d6 mat trovi s€ ha dan vao gitra tang da kia.”

Hai ngwoi lai ti€p tuc im ldng bén chi€t xe.

“P&n gid roi,” ngudi di cing Miranda néi, nhin thdng vé phia mit trovi
bit d4u lin xudng dwong chan troi. “Bay gid chinh 1a thoi khic tuyét voi
nhd't. Khong cé ai & diy. Khong c6 ai dé€n diy gio nay va leo bo dén dinh
Kilterbury Down d& ngdm vong tron Kilterbury. Thang 11 thoi tiét qud lanh

va mila qua mam x6i cling da hét. B€ ta chi cho chau cép riu trede. Cap riu



trén tdng dd. Puoc tac vao dé khi con ngudi bat dau chuyén dén day
Mycenae hodc tir Crete vai tram nam trwde. That 1a tuyét voi, phai khong
Miranda?”

“Ping vay,” Miranda néi. “Chi cho chdau xem nao.”

Ho di bé dén tang dd cao nha't. Nam canh né 1a mot ting dd do, va xa
phia dudi swon d6i 1a mot tang dd hoi nghiéng, nhu thé né bi nam thang bé
oan.

“Chau c6 vui khong, Miranda?”

“Co,ratvuia.”

“Ky hi€u &y & ngay day.”

“Day c6 dung la cdp riu khong a?”

“C6, n6 da bi thoi gian bao mon, nhwng ding 1a né day. PB6 1a bicu
teong. Dat tay 1én d6 di. Va gio thi, gio’ thi ching ta s€ u6ng mwng vi qua
khtr va teong lai, va vi cai dep.”

“0, that tuyét,” Miranda néi.

Mot chiéc ly vang dwgrc nhét vao tay co bé, va nguwoi dong hanh rét vao
dé6 thir cha't 1d0ng mau vang tt mdt binh rwgu.

“NO ¢6 vi trdi cay, vi dao. Udng di, Miranda, va chau s€ thdy vui vé
hon.”

Miranda cam chié€c ly ma vang, dwa 1€n mii ngri.

“Vang. Ping 14 né ¢6 mui dao. O, nhin nay, mit troi kia. Pé sang ruc r&
- nhw dang nam trén bo vire clia the gidi vay.”

Nguwoi dan 0ng xoay nguoi ¢O bé vE phia mat troi.

“Hay nang ly 1én va uong.”

Co6 bé ngoan ngodn xoay ngwoi. Mot tay van dit trén thin tang cw thach



va ky hiéu dd mo trén d6. Nguoi di cling ding dang sau c¢d bé. Tt phia
dwoi tang da nghiéng & swon d'6i, hai bong nguwoi 1én bo ra, than minh cui
gap xudng. Miranda va ngwoi dan dng trén dinh d6i quay lung vé phia ho
va thdm chi khong hé bi€t c6 ngwoi & gan minh. Nhanh chéng, nhung rén
rén, ca hai chay 1én d6i.

“Hay udng vi céi dep, Miranda.”

“Con lau con bé m&i udng!” mot giong ndi phia sau vang 1én.

Mot chi€c 4o khodc nhung mau h'ong bay d€n trum Ién dau, mot con dao
dang to to gio 1én bi danh rét xudng. Nicholas Ransom lao dén 6m
Miranda, gitr chat ¢6 bé va 16i ra, kéo xa khoi hai ngwoi dang vat 10n.

“Em that ngu hét sirc,” Nicholas Ransom gao 1én. “Leo 1én diy v&i mot
tén sat nhan dién khung. L€ ra em phai biét minh dang lam gi ch.”

“Em c6 biét,” Miranda néi. “Em dang sip 1am nguoi hién t&, em nghi
thé, vi anh khong biét dau, tdt cad déu 1a do 10i ctia em. Vi em ma Joyce bi
gi€t. Th& nén ding la em phai thanh vat hién t&, phai khong? D6 s€ giong
nhw nghi 1€ giét d€ t& than.”

“Ptrng ¢6 1dm nhdm vé may cdi t& 1& nira. Nguwoi ta da tim tha’y co gdi
kia roi. Em biét d6, co 4-pe mat tich tir 1au 4y. Chic khodng vai nim trudec.
Ho déu nghi cd ta bd tr6n vi lam gid mot ban di chic. Nhung c6 ta khong
heé di dau ca. Thi th€ co gdi da dwore tim thdy dudi giéng.”

“Qi!” Miranda dau démn thdt 1én. “Khéng phai 12 trong cdi giéng wéc d6
chir? Khong phai 1a trong cdi gi€ng wéc ma em dang ¢4 tim mai chwa thay
ch? Oi, em khong muén cd gdi &'y & trong giéng wde. Ai... 13 ai dd d€ x4c
cd &y & d6?”

“Chinh 12 gi da dua em dén day day.”



CHUONG 26

Mot Tan nita bon ngudi dan dng ngdi tred'c mit nhin Poirot chdm chim.
Tim Raglan, thanh tra Spence va Canh sat tredng d€u td vé vd cung héo
hirc, nhw nhirng chi méo dang ngéng cho chiéc dia nhd s€ duge do day
kem stra bat cir ldc nao. Nguwoi thir tw gitr vé mat ciia mot ngwoi dang cd
ging khong tin vao sy that.

“Vay la, Me-xi Poirot,” vi Canh sat tredng 1€n ti€ng, ding ra diéu khién
budi 1am viéc va d& cho vi dai dién Vién cong t&” xem xét mot ban tém tit
h'6 so. “Ching toi déu da & day...”

Poirot gio tay ra hiéu. Piéu tra vién Raglan roi khdi phong va quay lai
cung v&i mot phu nir ngoai ba mwoi tudi, mot ¢d bé, va hai thanh nién tré.

Raglan gi¢i thiéu ho véi Canh sat tredng: “Ba Butler, ¢c6 Miranda
Butler, anh Nicholas Ransom va anh Desmond Holland.”

Poirot dirng ddy va cam tay Miranda. “Hay ng6i ddy canh me clia chau,
Miranda - 6ng Richmond day la Canh sét tredng, 6ng &y mudn hoi chau
mot s& cau. Ong 4y mudn chdu tra 161, déu 1a vé mdt chuyén chdu ting
nhin th&y - khodng hon mot nam, gén hai nam trwedre. Chau da teng dé céap
né v&i mdt ngwoi, va, nhw ta hi€u, chi moét nguoi d6. C6 ding khong?”

“Chau da ke cho Joyce.”



“Va chinh xac chau da k& cho Joyce chuyén gi?”

“Rédng chdu d3 nhin thd'y mot vy giét ngwdi.”

“Chau con k& cho ai ntra khong?”

“Khong a. Nhung chdu nghi Leopold da dodn dwoc. Cau &y hay nghe
16m, 6ng bi€t da’y. Qua canh ctra. Ki€u vay. Cau ay thich nghe trdm bi mat
ctia ngwoi khac.”

“Chau da nghe chuyén Joyce Reynolds vao budi chiéu trwde bira tiéc
Hallowéen néi 12 chinh c6 bé da nhin thA'y mot vu giét nguoi dién ra. C6
ding nhw vy khong?”

“Khong dau a. Ban &y chi k€ lai nhitng gi chdu ndi thoi - nhwng gid vor
la chuyén d6 do ban &y nhin thay.”

“Gio chdu c6 th€ k€ lai nhirng gi chdau da nhin thay.”

“Ban dau chau khong biét d6 1a giét ngwoi. Chau ¢ nghi dé 1la mét tai
nan. Chau nghi c6 &y bi roi te dau d6 trén cao xuéng.”

“(y dau vay?”

“Trong Vewon Md D4 chim - & trong cdi hd’ ngay xwa dat dai phun nwdc
ay a. Chau dang ngoi trén cdy. Chau hay quan sat tui séc, va phai gitr im
ling hét sttc, néu khong ching s& chay mat. Tui séc nhanh 14m.”

“Hay k€ cho moi ngwoi nghe chdu da thay gi.”

“M0ot ngeoi dan 6ng va mot phu nir nang cd a4y diy va bé co &y di 1én
con dwong bén trén. Chau da nghi ho dwa ¢6 &y di bénh vién hodc vao biét
thy Mo D4. R6i ngwoi phu nit bdng dung dirng lai va néi: ‘Co nguwedi dang
theo d&i ching ta’, va nhin chim chdm vao cdi ciy chdu dang ngdi. Ty
nhién chdu thay cuc ky hodng so'. Chdu c¢& ging ng'di im. Nguoi dan ong

noi: ‘Khong c6é chuyén dé dau’, va ho di ti€p. Chau nhin thdy c6 méau



veong trén mdt chi€c khan va cd mdt con dao cling dinh mdu - va chau da
nghi ¢6 1€ ai d6 dinh ty tr - va chau ti€p tuc ng'6i im.”

“B&i vi chdu hoang s¢'?”

“Vang, nhung chau khong bi€t tai sao chau lai s¢.”

“Chau da khong k& cho me chau?”

“Khong a. Chau da nghi c6 1€ chau khong dwoc phép ngdi & dé quan
sat. Va roi ngay hom sau khong c6 ai nd1 gi vé vu tai nan do, nén lau dan
chdu quén mat. Chdu ching bao gi® nhé dén né cho dén khi...”

C6 bé chot ding bat. Canh sat tredng mé miéng dinh néi gi d6, nhung
r'6i im ling. Ong nhin Poirot va khé ha't ¢4u ra hiéu.

“Phai, Miranda,” Poirot v0i néi, “cho dé€n chuyén gi?”

“Nhuw theé’ chuyén dé lai 1ap lai y hét vay. Lan nay 1a mot con chim go
kién xanh, va chdu dang cd ngdi thit yén d€ nhin né tir dang sau maYy bui
cdy. Va hai ngwoi 8y ng6i ngay gan d6 néi chuyén - vé mot hon dao - mot
hon ddo & Hy Lap. C6 &y ndi gi ma: ‘Moi gidy tor da ky xong roi. N6 la
cta chiing ta, chiing ta c6 th€’ d€n d6 ba't cir khi nao ching ta mudn. Nhwng
ta van phai kién nhan - ding vdi vang’. Va roi con chim gd kién bay mat,
va chdu ct dong. Va c6 &y néi: ‘Suyt, yén 1dng nao - ¢ ai d6 dang theo doi
ching ta’. Va n6 giong y hét nhw giong c6 'y ndi Ian tredre, va geong mat
cd &y nhin cling nhw vy, va chau lai cwc ky hoang s¢, va thé& 1a chau nho
ra. Va Tan nay thi chau da hi€u. Chdu hi€u ra ln tredc chau da nhin thay
mot vu 4an mang, va d6 1a mot xac chét, hai nguoi nay da bé di dem gidu
dau d6. Ong tha'y d&’y, chdu khong con 12 mot diva tré niva. Chdu da hiéu -
vé nhirng chuyén xay ra va ching c¢6 y nghia gi - v€ cac v€t mau va con
dao va xac chét da ru xudng...”

“P¢ 1a khi nao vay?” vi Canh sat tredng hoi. “Cach day bao lau r6i?”



Miranda suy nghi mot chut, roi dap:

“Thdng 3 vira roi, ngay sau L& Phuc sinh a.”

“Ch4u c6 nhan ra mot cach chic chin nhitng ngwdi dé 1a ai khong,
Miranda?”

“T4&t nhién la c6 chr a.” Miranda vé kho hiéu.

“Chau nhin thd'y mat ho?”

“Tatnhiénrodia.”

“Ho la ai?”

“Ba Drake va Michael...”

Loi td cdo ca't Ién mot cach dit khoat. Giong néi ¢6 bé nhe nhang, ham
chira chiit kho hi€u, nhung hét sirc dirt khoat.

Canh sat tredng néi: “Chau da khong k€ voi ai. Tai sao vay?”

“Chdu da nghi... chdu da nghi d6 c6 th€1a mot 1€ hién t&.”

“Ai néi v&i chau vay?”

“Michael néi... chi 4y néi cdc nghi I€ hién t&'1a ra't can thiét.”

Poirot nhe nhang néi: “Chéu ra't yéu Michael?”

“0O, vang a,” Miranda dép, “chau rd't yéu quy chua ay.”



CHUONG 27

“Cudi cung thi téi da tim dwoc 6ng,” ba Oliver ndi. “T6i mudn nghe ta't ca
moi chuyén.”

Ba nhin Poirot, hét sitc kién quyét, roi hdi giong gay git:

“Tai sao 6ng khong d&€n sodm hon?”

“Xin thtr 161, Ma-dam, t0i qud ban bju gitp canh sat 1’y 1o khai.”

“Nhitng ké 1am chuyén nay that 12 tdi pham tan nhin. Lam thé& nio Ong
c6 the nghi dwge 1a Rowena Drake virdng vao mdt vu giét ngwdi? C6 nam
mo’ ciing chflng ai doan deoc nhw vay?”

“Chuyén tr& nén rat don gian ngay khi t6i nim dwoc dau mdi quan
trong.”

“Dau moi quan trong gi?”

“Nudce. Toi ¢an tim mdt ngwoi ¢6 mat tai bira tiéc va bi wot, du 1€ ra
ngudi d6 khong nén bi wdt. BAt o ai da giet Joyce Reynolds chic hin phai
bi wot quan do. Néu ba phdi gitt dau mot dira tré khoe manh dim xudng
mot x6 nwde ddy, thi chic chén s& c¢6 gidng co 1am tung tée nwdc, nén ba
khong th€ tranh khai bi wot. Vi thé” phai ¢6 mdt cédi co nao d6 d€ giai thich
hop 1y cho viéc nguoi ba bi wét. Khi moi ngwoi dang chen nhau vao phong

an choti tro R'Ong tap, ba Drake da dwa Joyce vao phong doc sach. Néu ba



chll bira tiéc yéu cau ba di cling ba 4%, 1& ty nhién ba s& di theo. Va chic
chin Joyce khong hé nghi ngo ba Drake. Miranda chi k& v&i Joyce riang
minh tirng chirng ki€n mot vu giét ngwoi. Va thé 1a Joyce bi giét va ké giét
cd bé bi wdt khong it. Chic chin phdi vién ra mot 1y do nao dé d€ bién
minh va ba 4y bit dau tim c4ch tao cdi c&. Ba &y phai ¢6 mdt nhan chitng
d€ nhin thdy minh bj dinh nwd:c nhw thé nao. Ba 4y da dgi & dau céu thang
voi mot binh hoa khong 16 ddy nwdc. Ping lic d6 ¢6 Whittaker budc ra
khéi phong choi Rong tap - trong d6 qua néng birc. Va ba Drake gia bo ra
vé lo ldng va budng roi chiéc binh, c& ging dam bao né dd nudc xudng
khip ngudi minh trege khi vor tan tanh & hanh lang bén duwdi. Ba Ay chay
xudng cling ¢cd Whittaker nhiit nhanh cdc manh v& va hoa cim, dong thoi
kéu than minh da lam vo' ma't chi€c binh dep. Ba &y cling bi€t cach khi€n
cho c6 Whittaker nghi rdng minh d2 nhin thay cdi gi d6 hodc ai d6 budc ra
khoi can phong xay ra vu an mang. Co6 Whittaker da k& lai theo ding nhirng
gi minh nhin tha’y, nhung khi néi lai v&i ¢d Emlyn, thi ¢c6 Emlyn lai nhén ra
diéu hét strc thd vi & day. Vi thé nén c6 &y da thic giuc c6 Whittaker k€ lai
véi ti cAu chuyén nay. Va thé 13,” Poirot néi tiép, tay xodn ria mép, “toi
cling nhan ra ké da gi€t Joyce la ai.”

“Vay la tr dau dén cudi Joyce khong hé ching ki€n bat cir vu giét
ngwoi nao ca!”

“Ba Drake da khong biét diéu d6. Nhung ba &y vdn ludn nghi ngo ¢
ngwoi da ¢ mat & Vueon Mo P4 khi minh cung Michael Garfield giét chét
Olga Seminoff, va c¢6 th€ da doan dwoc chuyén nay som mudn s€ xay ra.”

“Tw khi nao 6ng biét d6 1a Miranda ch khong phai 1a Joyce?”

“Ngay khi 1y tri co’ ban budc tdi phai chap nhan di€u td't cd moi ngwoi

cling thong nh't kia Ia ding, rang Joyce 12 mot dira tré hay néi doi. T d6



16 rang chi con Miranda. C6 bé thuong xuyén ghé Vwon Md P4, ngim
chim chéc va séc. C6 bé tirng néi: ‘Bon chau k€ cho nhau nghe moi
chuyén’. Miranda cling khong dén du bura tiéc, nén c6 bé hay néi d61 Joyce
dwoce dip st dung ciu chuyén ctia ban minh, rang di tirng nhin tha'y mot vu
gi€t ngwoi, c6 the€ la d€ gdy an twong voi ba, Ma-dam, ti€u thuyét gia trinh
tham noi ti€ng.”

“Phai r'oi, ce do hét tdi 16 1én t61.”

“Khong, khong.”

“Rowena Drake,” ba Oliver dim chiéu. “T6i van khong th€ tin lai 1a ba
ay.”

“Ba Ay c6 moi y&u t& can thiét. To6i da ludon thic méic,” dng ndi thém,
“chinh xdc Lady Macbeth* 1a ngwoi nhw thé nao. Néu nhw gap & ngoai doi,
thi ba &y s€ nhu thé€ nao? Cha, t6i1 nghi to6i da gdp ba ay r'o6i.”

“Con Michael Garfield thi sao? Ho chaamg c6 vé gi la mot doi ca.”

“Thua vi day... Lady Macbeth va chang Narcissus,* mot sy k€t hop ba't
thwong.”

“Lady Macbeth,” ba Oliver lam bam, vé suy tuw.

“Ba &y la mot phu nt xinh dep - thdo vét va tai gidi - mot nha quan ly
bam sinh - mdt dién vién xua't sic d&n bat ngd nira. Ba nén nhin thdy ba
Drake than khéc vé céi chét clia cdu bé Leopold, ba 4y lau nudc mat dén
sting wo't ca chiéc khan mui xoa.”

“That dang ghé tdm.”

“Ba con nh¢ t6i da tweng hoi, theo ba, ai 1a nguoi t6t va ai khong t6t
khong?”

“Michael Garfield c6 yéu ba &y khong?”
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“T6i khong nghi Michael Garfield tirng yéu ba't cr ai ngoai ban than
hén. H&n mudn tién - rd't nhiéu tién. C6 18 ban dAu hén ta tin ring minh c6
the khién ba Llewellyn-Smythe say mé hin d&n mitc d& lai mot ban di chic
¢6 loi cho hin - nhung ba Llewellyn-Smythe lai khong phai 1a phu nir kiéu
ay.”

“Thé& con vu lam gia gid’y to'? Toi van khong hi€u. Xét cho cing d€ lam
gi?”

“Ban dau toi ciing thay kho hi€u. Qua nhiéu sy gid mao. Nhwng néu suy
nghi k¥, thi muc dich ctia n6 lai hét sitc 16 rang. Ba chi ¢an cin nhic nhitng
gi da xay ra ma thoi. Tat ca tai san cua ba Llewellyn-Smythe d€ lai cho
Rowena Drake.” Poirot giai thich. “Ban bo sung dwoc dwa ra ro rang 1a lam
gid, d&n mic luat sw ndo ciing ¢ the nhin ra. N6 s& bi phan béic, va bang
chirng tir cdc chuyén gia s€ dan dén viéc né bi bai bd va ban di chic ban
dau dugc gitr nguyén. Vi chong cia Rowena Drake da qua dovi, nén ba dy
dwore thira hwdng moi thir.”

“Nhwng con ban bo sung c6 ba don dep l1am chirng?”

“Theo phdng doan cua t6i, ba Llewellyn-Smythe phat hién ra Michael
Garfield va Rowena Drake dan diu cling nhau - ¢6 th€ 1a tredc khi ch'ong
cta ba Drake qua doi. Qua tirc gidn nén ba Liewellyn-Smythe da viét mot
ban di chic bo sung, d€ lai toan bo tai san cho ¢6 6-pe ctia minh. C6 1€ ¢6
gai da k€ lai cho Michael, ¢ &y da hy vong sé cwdi anh ta.”

“T6i ct tedng ngwoi tinh cua co ta la cau Ferrier?”

“DP6 1a cau chuyén ma Michael k€ vai t6i, nghe ra't hop 1y. Nhwng khong
cO thong tin nao xac nhan nd.”

“Vay né€u anh ta da bi€t c6 ban bo sung &'y, tai sao khong cwdi luén Olga

de s htru gia tai khong I'6 d6?”



“B&i vi anh ta nghi ngor ¢6 &y c6 thuc sy 18y dwoc sd tién d6 hay
khong. Trong luit c6 mot cai goi la gy tic dong tinh than khong chinh
dang dén nguoi viét di chic. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe da lon tuGi va dang
bénh tat. Ta't ca cac di chiic tredc diy chia ba &'y déu danh cho nguoi than
rudt thit cia minh, nhtrng di chic hop 1y ma toa dn s€¢ dong thuan. Con co
gai ngoai qudc nay mdi chi biét ba ta dwgc mdt nam va chflng cO quan hé
than thich gi v&i ba &y. Ban bd sung dit ¢6 ding 1a that, thi van cd th€ bj
bac bd. Thém ntra, to6i nghi Olga cling s€ khong chiu mua mot hon ddo Hy
Lap, thim chi khong bu6n cin nhic chuyén dé. Co6 &y khdng c6 nhitng
ngwoi ban quyén thé, va ciing khong quen ai trong kinh doanh. Olga bi
Michael quyén rli, nhuwng chi muén & anh ta mot cuéc hon nhan t6t dep
trong twong lai, mot ngwoi sé gidp cd ta & lai nwdc Anh nay - d6 ciling
chinh 1a muc dich cia c6 8y.”

“Thé& con Rowena Drake?”

“Ba ta say mé& Michael dén cudng dai. Chong ba &'y da bi tan ph€ nhi€u
ndm troi. Du 1a phu ni trung nién, nhung ba 4y van con ra't n'dng nhiét, va
trong tAm mét clia ba ta bdng dung xui't hién mdt chang trai tré tudi v&i vé
dep hon nguoi. Phu nir rfit d& mé ddm Michael - nhung diéu anh ta mudn
lai khong phai la phy nr dep, ma la khd nang hi€n thyc héa nhirng khao
khét sang tao cho cdi dep ctia anh ta. Vi thé” Michael chi can tién - ra't nhiéu
ti€n. Con vé tinh yéu - anh ta chi yéu ban than minh. Anh ta 1a mdt chang
Narcissus. C6 mot bai hat Phap ngay xwa toi tieng nghe nhiéu nam trwde...”

Poirot khe khé hat.

Regarde, Narcisse

Regarde, clansFeau. ..



Regarde, Narcisse, que to est beau
lInyau monde

Que la Beaute

Et la Jeunesse,

Helas! Et la Jeunesse...

Regarde, Narcisse...

Regarde clans l'eau...

Hay nhin kia, chang Narcissus
Nhin, xuong dwoi nwoec...

Nhin kia, chang Narcissus, thdt dep biét bao
Trén thé gioi nay

Vé bep,

Va Tuoi tré

Va Tuoi tré...

Nhin kia, chang Narcissus...

Hay nhin xuong...

“T6i khong ddm tin - tdi khong thé tin ndi 1 ¢ nguoi sdn sang giét
ngwoi khac chi d€ xay mot khu vwon trén moét hon ddao & Hy Lap,” ba
Oliver ngo’ ngang.

“That sao? Ba khong thé hinh dung anh ta gitr suy nghi nay trong dau
nhur th& ndo sao? C6 th€ chi nhw nhitng hon d4 thd, nhung ciing sic canh
dén nhirc nh6i. Bat va phan bon pha 1€n d€ che di goc canh cia nhirng tang
da - va sau d6 dén co réu, hat gidng, bui ciy va cay c6i dwoc trong 1én

trén. CO 1€ anh ta doc dwoc trén bdo vé mot triéu phu dong tau da xay dung



ca mot khu vwon trén ddo cho nguwoi tinh. Va thé'1a y twdng da len 16i vao
dau Michael, ring chinh anh ta s& xAy mot khu vedn nhu vay, khong phai
cho nguoi phu ntr nao ca, ma la cho chinh minh.”

“Nhuwng toi van tha’y n6 that dién r6.”

“Pung vdy. Nhung chuyén da xdy ra. Toi nghi Michael tham chi con
khong nhan thdy ddng co’ d6 cua minh la ban thiu. Anh ta chi nghi dwogc
ring nhitng gi minh 1am 13 can thiét cho viéc sdng tao c4i dep. Anh ta phat
cudng voi cong viée sang tao vé dep ctia Vuon Mo D4, vé dep cua nhirng
khu viron khac ma anh ta da phéac hoa va xay tao nén - va gio’ diy, Michael
tinh todn xa hon va lon hon ntra - ca mét hon ddo danh riéng cho vé dep
dy. Va roi Rowena Drake xudt hién, si mé anh ta dén cu6ng dai. V&i
Michael, ba ta khong c¢6 y nghia gi hon mot mo tién khong I'6 d€ anh ta ¢c6
the’ thwe hién gid'c mo vE cai dep. Pung, ¢6 1€ anh ta da phat dién. Khi than
thanh mudn hay hoai ai, ho s€ khién ké d6 phat dién trwede.”

“Anh ta mudn hon dao dé dén vay sao? Sin sang d& Rowena Drake tréo
1én d4u 1én cO nhw vay sao? Ludn ludn chi huy anh ta 1am hét thir nay dén
tht khac?”

“Tai nan c6 th€ xay ra. Toi doan c¢6 kha nang c6 mot tai nan da xay ra
v&i ba Drake trong qua trinh d6.”

“Mot vu giét ngwoi nira?”

“Pung vay. Bit dau rat don gidn. Olga phai bj thd tiéu vi co ta biét vé
ban bd sung kia - va ho con ¢an ¢d 4y 1am ngudi chiu tdi thay, bj gin méc
ké ltra ddo. Ba Llewellyn-Smythe da gidu ban bd sung gd'c, nén tdi nghi ciu
Ferrier di dworc trd tién d€ lam mot ban gid mao. Va phai lam gid 16 liéu
d&n mic ai nhin thdy ciling 14p tirc nghi ngo. Vi viéc nay, ban an ti hinh

cho ciu ta dd ky. Ngay tir d4u tdi da x4c dinh rang Lesley Ferrier khong c6



moi quan hé 1am dn hay tinh cam gi v&i Olga. D6 chi 1a 1o k€ ctia Michael
Garfield, nhwng t6i nghi chinh Michael m&i 1a nguoi thué Lesley. Ciling
chinh Michael Garfield 12 ngwdi cdm dd ¢d nang 6-pe ¢ tinh cdm véi
minh, ddn do ¢6 &y gitt bi mat, khong ti€t 10 voi ba chi, hira hen vé mot
ddm cuwdi trong twong lai, nhung ciing chinh 1a ké da nhin tim dwa co ta
vao danh siach nan nhan ma anh ta va Rowena Drake can thu tiéu néu c6 theé
chi€m dworc s6 tién d6. Khong can Olga Seminoff phai bi két tdi 1a ké lam
gia ban bd sung, hay dén mic lanh an. C6 &y chi c¢an bi nghi ngo' ma théi.
Viéc 1am gia di chic bé ngoai rd rang c6 lgi cho ¢d Ay. Va Olga cé thé dé
dang viét mao danh ba chi, di c6 bang chitng thuc & 13 co Ay ting bit
chwdc chir viét tay ciia ba Llewellyn-Smythe. Va néu c6 4y bdng dung
biéh mat, thi moi ngudi s& nghi ngd rang cd é-pe khong chi gid mao di
chic, ma c6 th€ da nhing tay vao céi chét dwong dot cua chd nhan. Vay
nén chi ¢an cho’ d&€n thoi co hgp 1y d€ Olga Seminoff chét. Lesley Ferrier
da bi dam chét trong mot vu dn nhin ¢6 vé nhw thanh todn bang dang, hodc
trd th tinh. Nhung ledi dao dwore tim thdy trong céi giéng rat trung khop
véi dau dao chi mang ma ciu ta da 1anh. Toi biét chic thi the ctia Olga chi
gidu dau doé trong vung, nhwng tdi khong h€ bi€t chinh xac dia diém cho
dén khi Miranda néi vé mot cdi gi€ng wdc va doi Michael Garfield dwa
minh d&n. Va anh ta t& ch6i. Ngay sau d6 khi tdi trd chuyén cung ba
Goodbody, tdi c6 nhic ring khong higu cd 6-pe c6 th€ di dau dworc, thi ba
2y da noéi: ‘Chudng vang dinh doong, chi meo roi xudng gi€ng ma't roi.’
Va tir d6 t6i gan nhw chic chin rang thi the clia c6 gdi xAu s& & trong chinh
cai gi€ng wdc d6. Toi phat hién ra né & trong khu ring ciy, bén trong Vwon
Mé P4, trén mdt swon d6i khong xa can nha nhd ciia Michael Garfield, va
toi suy doan Miranda c6 th€ da nhin thdy vu gi€t nguoi hodc qua trinh thu

tiéu xdc chét sau d6. Ba Drake va Michael di lo so' rang ¢6 ngwdi nhin thay



ho - nhung khong biét chic chin Ia ai - va vi nhitng ngay sau khong c6
chuyén gi x4y ra, nén ho di bj ru ngd rang minh an toan. Hai ngudi 1én k&
hoach, khong hé voi vd, ma sip x&p tirng thir mot that chic chin. Ba ta
cdng khai néi vé viéc mua da't nghi dwong & nwde ngoai, khi€n cho moi
ngudi & Woodleigh Common tin ring ba ta mudn chuyén di noi khac sdng.
Ludn td ra Woodleigh Common chira dyng quéd nhiéu ky niém bu6n, goi
nhic d&n ndi dau ma't ch'dng ctia minh. Moi viéc dang tién trién ra't ém dep
cho dén ci s6'c ngay Hallowe'en, khi Joyce bong dwng tuyén bd minh tirng
chirng ki€n mot vu giét nguoi. Va dén lic nay Rowena biét ra, hodc twdng
minh biét, ai da ¢6 mit trong khu veon ngay hom dé. Vay nén ba ta phai
nhanh chéng hanh ddng. Nhung chuyén khéng chi dung & d6. Cau bé
Leopold d&n doi tién d€ mua sy im ling, néi rang cu ta mudn mua vai thi.
Cau bé biet duoc, hay dodn dwoc dén dau thi ta van chwa the chic chén,
nhung ciu &y la em trai cia Joyce, nén ¢6 1€ ho nghi cdu &y bi€t nhi€u hon
thyc t€. Va thé'1a - cau bé cling phai chét.”

“Ong nghi ngd ba ta do manh mé&i 1a nuwde,” ba Oliver néi. “Con
Michael Garfield, ttr dau 6ng bit dau nghi ngo anh ta?”

“Michael khép v&i cau chuyén,” Poirot néi don gian. “Va roi, trong Tan
cudi téi néi chuyén véi anh ta, toi di cé the chic chin. Anh ta da cudi I6m
va néi v&i toi rang: ‘Hoi quy Satan, hiy cit budc 1én ding trude ta. Hay di
va nhap hdi v&i ddm ban canh sdt cia 6ng di’. Va tir d6 toi biét, khd chic
chin. Cau néi chinh x4c phai 12 nguwoc lai. Toi di thaAm nghi: Ta s& d€
nguroi ding sau ta, Satan. Mot tén quy Satan con qué tré va qud dep, nhu
Lucifer xudt hién dwdi tran gian vay...”

Trong phong khi d6 con c¢6 mdt phu nit khdc. Ngay tr dau, ba &y van

ng'6i im trén ghé& va khdng heé 1én ti€ng, cho dén lic nay ba moi ding day.



“Lucifer,” ba n6i. “Ping, gio thi t6i hi€u roi. Anh ta luén luén nhw vay.”

“Michael ra't dep,” Poirot ndi, “va luén yéu céi dep. Vé dep ma anh ta
tao nén bang trf 6c, tri twdng twong sang tao va doi ban tay. Vi né anh ta
s&n sang lam moi thit. T6i nghi, Michael yéu c6 bé Miranda theo céch riéng
- nhwng anh ta van s&n sang hy sinh c6 bé d€ ciru ban than. Anh ta d 1én k&
hoach cho cdi chét clia Miranda ra't can than - bién né thanh mot nghi 1€ va,
ta co the€ goi la truyén gido tw twdng dé vao dau cd bé. Miranda bao cho
anh ta biét minh sip di khdi Woodleigh Common - anh ta huéng din co bé
tron khdi quan tro noi ba va ba Oliver dirng lai an trwra ra gdp minh. Theo
k& hoach co bé s€ dwore tim thdy trén vong tron Kilterbury - ngay bén canh
ky hiéu cdp riu, véi mot chiéc ly vang bén canh -nhwr mot 1€ hién t&.”

“That dién ro,” Judith Butler néi. “Hén ta hén 1a dién r6i.”

“Ma-dam, con géi cta ba da an toan - nhwng van con mot chuyén toi it
mudn biet.”

“T6i nghi 6ng xtrng dang bi€t moi di€u 6ng mudn, Me-xu Poirot.”

“C6 bé 1a con gai ctia ba - li€u ¢6 bé co6 phai cling 1a con gai cua Michael
Garfield?”

Judith im Idang mot luc, roi 1én tieng: “Dung vay.”

“Nhung c6 bé khong heé biet?”

“Khong. Con bé khong hay biét. Gip lai anh ta & diy hoan toan 1a ngiu
nhién. T6i bi€t Michael khi tdi con rat tré. T6i da yéu anh ta d€n cudng dai
varol... varoi toi thdy lo s¢.”

“Lo s¢o?”

“Puing vay. T6i khong bi€t tai sao. Anh ta khong lam gi ca, cting khong

c6 chuyén gi xdy ra, chi 1a lo s¢’ V€ con nguoi cia anh ta. Diu dang, nhwng



dang sau d6 1a sy lanh Iung va tan nhin. T6i thAm chi con so hdi niém si mé
cta anh ta v&i cdi dep va v&i sang tao trong cong viéc nra. Toi da khong
cho Michael bi€t minh dang mang thai. T6i da roi bo anh ta - ra di va sinh
con mdt minh. T6i bia ra cAu chuyén vé nguoi chong phi cong bi chét
trong tai nan mdy bay. T6i di chuyén kha nhi€u noi, va d€n Woodleigh
Common ciing tinh co. T6i ¢6 nguoi quen & Medchester va biét minh ¢6
the’ tim cong viéc van the & day. Va roi mot ngay Michael Garfield chuyén
dén day lam viéc & Vwon Md Pa. T6i da nghi minh sé chaalng cam thay
phién. Anh ta cling vdy. Moi chuyén xay ra tw rat 1au, nhwng r'oi, du khong
nhan ra Miranda thwong xuyén sang choi & vueon, tdi van lo 1ing...”

“Ping vay,” Poirot ndi, “gitra hai ngwoi d6 ¢6 mot mdi lién hé dic biét.
Mo6i day tham tinh ty nhi€n. T6i da nhin thdy nét gidng nhau giwa ho,
nhung chi ¢ Michael Garfield, tin §6 cia vé dep Lucifer, 1a ké tan ac, con
con gai ba thi hoan toan trong sang va hi€u bi€t nhiéu, c6 bé khdong hé co
mot chiit manh ac quy nao trong nguwoi.”

Ong budc d&n ban 1am viéc va 1y mot phong bi, tir trong d6 6ng rit ra
mot birc v€ chi tuyét dep.

“Con géi cua ba,” 6ng noi.

Judith nhin birc v€. Trén d6 ghi mét chr ky: Michael Garfield.

“Anh ta da vé c¢6 bé bén dong sudi,” Poirot k€ lai, “trong khu Vwon Md
ba. Michael n6i muén vé birc tranh nay d€ minh khong quén Miranda. Anh
ta so’ sir lang quén. Nhung nhw vy van khong ngin anh ta giét cd bé.”

R'6i 6ng chi vio mdt chir viét bing biit chi trén géc trdi birc tranh.

“Ba c6 doc dwgrc nd khong?”

Judith danh van cham cham.



“Iphigenia.”*

“bung vay,” Poirot n6i. “Cong chua Iphigenia. Vua Agamemnon da hy
sinh con géi d€ ¢6 dwoc ngon gié day cac con thuyén ctia minh dén Troy.
Michael s&n sang hy sinh con géi ctia minh d€ anh ta c6 th€ c6 dwgc mot
khu veon Dia dang moi.”

“Vay la anh ta bi€t minh dang lam gi,” Judith néi. “T6i ty héi... li€u c6
bao gio’ anh ta thdy h6i han?”

Poirot khong trd 1oi. Trong dau 6ng dan hién 1én mot khung canh: mot
chang trai tré v&i vé dep phi thwong nidm duwdi chan mot ting cy thach khic
hinh cdp riu, nhitng ngén tay khong con sy sdng van siét chit chiéc ly vang
ma chinh anh ta da giat 18y va udng can khi sy ciru rdi ba't ngo xud't hién
ctru nan nhan cta anh ta va dwa anh ta ra tred'c cong ly.

Viay la Michael Garfield da ché€t, mot cai ché€t hop tinh hop ly, Poirot
nghi, nhwng, h&i 6i, dau do6 trén mot hon dao bien Hy Lap, sé khong ¢ khu
viron tuyét my nao khoe séc. ..

Thay vao do s€ la Miranda - con sdng, teol vui va xinh dep.

Poirot nang tay Judith 1€n hon.

“Xin chao tw biét, Ma-dam, va xin cho toi gtri 1ot chao d&n con gdi ba.”

“Con bé chic chin s& ludn nhé dén dng va nhitng gi con bé chiu on
ong.”

“Co 1€ 1a khong nén - ¢6 nhirng ky e can dwore chon vii.”

Ong ti&n d&n bén ba Oliver.

“Buoi t6i t6t lanh, chere Ma-dam. Lady Macbeth va chang Narcissus.
Mot cau chuyén hét stre thad vi. T6i xin cdm on ba da dwa t6i d&€n vdi nd...”

“Phai roi,” ba Oliver cdu kinh néi, “hdy cit d0 10i cho t6i nhw moi Ian!”
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